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It was a time when to all intents and purposes the 
whole world seemed to stand still as Britain and 
so many other nations, tried to come to terms 
with the fact that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
was no longer with us.

So many people have never known a time when the Queen wasn’t 
our monarch, reigning over us with grace, wisdom and very often, 
a twinkle in her eye, for 70 years. Only the older amongst us can 
remember ever singing ‘God Save the King.’   

The day of the funeral and the days leading up to it, were full of an 
outpouring of emotion with thousands lining the processional route 
through London or queuing for very many hours to file past Her 
Majesty’s coffin in Westminster Hall.

An estimated four billion people watched the funeral cortege and 
services, making it the biggest-ever global audience in television 
history - and right at the heart of the coverage was a young soldier 
from Morpeth.  David Sanderson (19) was one of eight pallbearers 
from the Queen’s Company, 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, charged 
with carrying Her Majesty’s coffin to her final resting place. It was a 
day he will remember for the rest of his life.

David left home at the age of just 16 to join the Guards, but so many 
people still remember him for the local schools, he attended, the 
Rugby Club where he played or the Harriers he competed for, and - 
like his closest family and friends - the whole town is so proud of the 
faultless way he did his duty for Queen and County.

It is something David will remember, and can look back on with pride, 
for the rest of his life. 

Morpeth played another important role in the accession of King 
Charles following the death of the Queen, when in front of Town Hall 
the High Sheriff of Northumberland, read the proclamation of Charles 
III as the new King of England. Hundreds of local people gathered to 
witness the historic moment.
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Queen’s  
Pall Bearer

A funeral day of huge emotion 
began with the pall bearers 
carrying The Queen’s heavy 
oak casket from Westminster 
Hall where it had lain in state 
for four days, before placing 
it on the gun carriage to be 
drawn through the streets of 
London to Westminster Abbey 
by 144 naval ratings, and then 
taken down the long aisle 
walk for the funeral service.  
After another procession 
through packed streets, the 
coffin was placed in the 
state hearse to be driven to 

Windsor with many watching 
in silence as it slowly made 
its way along the long walk 
to the chapel and the final 
committal.

Throughout it all 19-year-old 
David was at the forefront 
of attention being one of 
the two guardsmen leading 
the pall bearers, watched 
by thousands of people on 
the streets and in millions of 
homes across not just Britain 
but the whole world, including 
his family and friends back 
home in Morpeth.

As his Mum Carolyn told me, 
they were moments of sheer 
pride that they will remember 
for ever.  “David and his 
colleagues were so well 
trained but they must also 
have been under unbelievable 
pressure yet they all did a 
magnificent job and made  
the whole country proud,”  
she said. “In fact, we were 
beyond proud!”

Being an integral part of 
such an historic occasion 
as the funeral of Britain’s 
longest reigning monarch, is 
something David could never 
have imagined when he joined 
the army as a 16-year-old 
straight out of King Edward’s 
VI school in Morpeth.

“Of course, I did not want to 
see him leave home at what 
seemed like such a young age, 
but it was what he wanted and 
was determined to do, so we 
gave him our full support,” 
said Carolyn.

At the time David had many 
friends in the town, because 
as well as those from when 
he played for Morpeth 
Rugby Club he was also an 
enthusiastic member of the 
local Harriers, competing 
in shot putting, discus and 
hammer throwing. 

He trained at both the 
Army Foundation College in 
Harrogate, and the Catterick 
Infrantry Traning Centre, but 
sadly his Mum, Dad Peter and 
younger brother Daniel were 
unable to attend his passing-
out parade because of Covid 
restrictions.

David’s first posting was to 

his new regiment the 2nd 
Battalion Grenadier Guards, 
Nimegen Company, before he 
was transferred to the Queen’s 
Company, 1st Battalion.

The army was in David’s 
blood, because his 
grandfather John also served 
in the same Queen’s Company.  
A treasured family memento 
of his service is a photograph 
of the company with Her 
Majesty in 1958.

“David was only three when 
his grandfather died and John 
would have been bursting 
with pride to see his grandson 
serving the Queen in the way 
he did,” said Carolyn. His 
other grandparents Linda 
and Brian Middleton were 
among the family watching 
on as David carried out the 
enormous responsibility of 
carrying the Queen to her 
resting place.

In the run-up to the Queen’s 
funeral, his parents did not 
know that David would be 
taking part.  “We only knew 
when Peter saw pictures of 
the bearer party rehearsing 
their duties that we realised 
David had been chosen,” said 
Carolyn.  “When I found out 
I burst into tears and I have 
hardly stopped crying since.”

The army has since said that 
‘only the best of the best’ 
soldiers were selected to be 
members of the bearer party.

“It is something that will live 
with us all for the rest of our 
lives as a family and we could 
not be more proud of David,” 
said Carolyn.

With the world watching on 
David Sanderson proudly did 
his duty for Queen and Country

Along with his seven colleagues from the Queen’s Company, 1st Battalion of the 
Grenadier Guards, Morpeth-born David Sanderson carried Her Majesty to her final 
resting place in St George’s Chapel in the grounds of Windsor Castle writes Inside 
Morpeth Editor Ian Leech.

David with his Mum, Carolyn, brother Daniel and Dad Peter

David’s grandfather John is pictured – second top row, nine from the left – on a 
regimental photograph with the Queen
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J O S S  G U E S T
p h o t o g r a p h y

Friday
28th

October

Fifteen minute visit and
photo-shoot with Santa

To check dates and book a shoot visit

www.jossguestphotography.co.uk

Read a Christmas story; eat cookies and tell Santa 
your Christmas wish-list - while I capture the magical 
moments on camera! 

Second Morpeth 
link to funeral
Morpeth had another link 
with her Majesty’s funeral 
procession because the naval 
ratings who pulled her gun 
carriage bearing her coffin, 
were led by Captain Catherine 
Jones, Commanding Officer of 
HMS Collingwood, the Royal 
Navy’s training establishment 
in Hampshire.

The base is named after 
Admiral Lord Collingwood, 
Nelson’s second-in-command 
at the Battle of Trafalgar who 
in the 1800s had a home in 
Oldgate, Morpeth.

On Trafalgar Day it has become 
a traditional for the current 
Mayor of Morpeth, to host an 
event in the Town Hall to raise 
a toast to Lord Collingwood 
– an event that was attended 

by 2019 by Captain Jones.  
This year’s ‘Toast to Lord 
Collingwood’ will be led by 
Mayor Alison Byard on Friday 
October 21st in the Town Hall.

Crowds gather  
for King Charles 

Hundreds of people gathered 
in Morpeth Market Place to 
witness Northumberland’s 
formal proclamation of Charles 
III as the new King of England.
Read by the High Sheriff of 
Northumberland Colonel 
James Royds and witnessed 
by Her Grace the Duchess 
of Northumberland, the 
ceremony was one of many 
that took place in towns, cities 
and villages across Britain, 
to formally recognise the 
accession of King Charles to  
the throne.

3 MARKET PLACE, MORPETH, NE61 1HG
thebeeandbotanist.co.uk
Open Tuesday-Saturday 9:30am-4:30pm

"An Exceptionally Talented Florist..."

Queen’s  
Pall Bearer

David pictured in his uniform at a family wedding

The High Sheriff of Northumberland Colonel James Royds, reading the proclamation 
of King Charles III outside Morpeth Town Hall
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Sanderson  
Arcade

Festive sparkle is returning to 
Morpeth this Christmas with 
the town illuminated from 
Saturday 19th November.

Launching Christmas, a two-day event 
will take place including a festive market 
on Bridge Street with beautiful gifts and 
some delicious winter street food.

Fun for the kids includes fairground rides, 
a Santa’s grotto and a live music stage 
which will be jam packed with traditional 
Christmas entertainment.

Traders, crafters and food producers 
are still able to attend the Christmas 
Market held on Saturday 19th and Sunday 
20th November and are encouraged to 
complete an application via the website 
www.sandersonarcade.co.uk. 

Diners at Barluga will be able to enjoy 
prime position at the restaurants newly 

installed terrace outdoor seating area 
to admire the Christmas tree within 
Sanderson Arcade’s piazza – the perfect 
backdrop when enjoying a mulled wine or 
festive lunch.  

The Sanderson Arcade Christmas Tree 
will continue to support the Rotary Tree of 
Light and people will be able to continue 
making their dedications on the tree. 

As well as this, shoppers are able to get 
the perfect festive selfie with the stunning 
angel wings found at the base of the tree.

As well as the festive food, market and 
free children’s entertainment, the centre’s 
stores have their full Christmas ranges in 
from gorgeous occasion wear to perfect 
gifts suitable for any budget.

It is also at this time of year that 
Sanderson Arcade’s chosen charity will 
change. Throughout the past two years 
the centre has been fundraising for Tiny 

Lives and has successfully raised over 
£5,000 since 2020.

The team at the Arcade have now chosen 
Calmer Therapy based in Stobhill, 
Morpeth as their adopted charity moving 
forwards in to 2023. Calmer Therapy 
support children, young people and adults 
who have additional needs, disabilities 
and mental health needs and their 
families.

The festivities continue throughout 
November and December with more 
markets including a Festive Makers 
Market on Saturday 26th November and 
another Christmas Market on Saturday 
10th and 11th December. 

And lastly, shhhh we haven’t told you 
this… but we are also busy planning to 
reveal a special Christmas video featuring 
Head Beadle at Sanderson Arcade, 
Gordon, following the huge success of last 
year’s premiere.

Festive sparkle  
returning to Morpeth
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With the greatest 
of reluctance, the 
remaining members 
of a voluntary 
organisation which 
has provided an 
invaluable service 
to blind or partially-
sighted people 
living in and around 
Morpeth, for more 
than 30 years, have 
decided that the  
time is right to close  
it down.

It was 1991 when the Morpeth 
Area Partially Sighted Group – 
MAPS for short – was formed 
with support from the Castle 
Morpeth Disability Association, 
by Ann and Bill Purvis, Celia 
Towers and Patricia Rescigno 
who had started a similar 
group when she was living 
in Kingsport, Tennessee with 
husband Frank.

What they wanted to do was 
to help blind and partially-
sighted local people not only 
access advice and information, 
but provide them with a 
forum where once a month 
they could meet socially, be 
entertained and together safely 
enjoy outings and trips around 
the region.

At first the group met at 
Morpeth Methodist Church, 
before moving on to the 
Wellway Centre and then their 
current ‘home’ at the New Life 
Christian Centre.

Gradually, word spread about 
MAPS until at its peak, more 
than 40 blind and partially-
sighted people, as well as  

their families or carers,  

were regularly attending  

group meetings.

Over the years at those 

meetings the members 

had musical entertainers; 

enjoyed talks particularly 

about local history; had 

cookery demonstrations 

and lessons; nights out; kept 

fit with chair aerobics; and 

organised outings to places of 

interest such as Kielder, the 

Sunderland Winter Gardens 

and Newcastle’s Laing Art 

Gallery to name a few.

“The group has been of 

immense value to our 

members over very many 

years,” Patricia told Inside 

Morpeth.

“At the time we were formed 

there was nothing else like us 

providing activities for our 

members and there is still 

nothing for them.  However, 

numbers have dwindled to 

only a handful so we have 

reluctantly decided to close  

our doors whilst we are  

still operational.”

Patricia said the group had 

received a lot of help locally 

and she particularly wanted to 

mention Morpeth Lions who 

often provided the transport to 

get members to meetings.

The final meeting of MAPS 

will be this December and the 

group will fittingly finish with 

a Christmas lunch at Morpeth’s 

Sun Inn.

“It is with a very heavy 

heart that we have decided 

to close the group because it 

has been an important part 

of so many people’s lives for 

more than 30 years,” said 

Patricia.  “However, those of us 

remaining will continue to be 

friends and to help each other 

out whenever needed.”

End of an era in sight
Partially  

Sighted Group

Members of the Morpeth Partially Sighted Group at an early meeting
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to start
Roast Butternut Squash & Coriander Soup served with warm Roll

Classic Prawn Cocktail
Chicken & Ham Terrine with Onion Chutney

Cajun Spiced Potato Skins topped with Bacon & Melted Cheese

mains
Northumberland Roast Turkey with Glazed Ham 

served with Chipolata & Bacon Rolls, Sausage Meat Stuffing, Yorkshire Puddings, Goose 
Fat Roast Potatoes, Creamy Mashed Potato, Mashed Swede, Honey Roasted Parsnips, 

Seasonal Vegetables & Rich Roast Gravy
Roast Northumberland Beef with Red Wine Jus 

served with Goose Fat Roast Potatoes, Yorkshire Pudding and Seasonal Vegetables 
(Add Cauliflower Cheese for £3.50)

Poached Cod Loin
served with Fondant Potato, Seasonal Vegetables & White Wine Sauce

Wild Mushroom Risotto
 with Parmesan Crisps (VE)

desserts
Traditional Christmas Pudding served with Rich Brandy Sauce

Homemade Lemon & Ginger Cheesecake
Chocolate Cranberry Mouse

Dyke Neuk Sherry Trifle

Christmas Menu

Booking Essential -call 01670 772662
PLEASE BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

Dyke Neuk, Meldon, Morpeth NE61 3SL
dykeneukinn@gmail.com

Christmas Fayre Menu - Three Courses £24.95
Served from November 28th to December 23rd, Monday to Saturday Noon to 9pm
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01670 514544
davesthegentlemans.nearcut.com

DISCOUNT DAYS

TODDLERS, CHILDREN & PENSIONERS

MONDAYS TO THURSDAYS

LATE NIGHTS THURSDAY
EARLY BIRDS SATURDAYS

INTRODUCING THE NEWEST 
MEMBER OF OUR TEAM

KARL
HUNTER

Karl is now fully qualified to work ‘on the floor’
after completing his three-year apprenticeship

under the guidance of Dave and his senior barbers
as well as his studies at the BL Academy.  

Book an appointment with Karl now.

Georgia’s drawing 
on her talents!

Two years ago, the 16-year-old 
currently studying for her  
‘A’ Levels at KEVI, found she 
had a talent for creating  
hand-drawn, delightfully 
illustrated cards.

At first, they sold mainly 
among family and friends, 
but when the orders started 
flooding in she decided to 
go into business, and since 
then it has blossomed and 
diversified into a whole new 
range of bespoke stationery, 
book marks, pin badges, 
note books, bookmarks, an 
amazingly detailed desk 
calendar for 2023 and a diary 
and daily planner.

Over the next few weeks 
she will be attending local 
Christmas fayres and markets 
including Living North at 
Newcastle Racecourse at the 
end of October and Linden 
Hall Hotel (November 5th  
and 6th) where often she  
will draw and personalise 
cards while customers watch 
and wait.

But it is not just the cards 
and stationery where her 
talents lie, because Georgia 
illustrated her first book for 
local author Holly Taylor.  
Called ‘The Magic Inside 
Me’, the book is aimed at 
helping children in a quirky 
way, to deal with some of 
the emotional challenges 
that might confront them in 
their young lives. Her second 
illustrated book ‘Eddie the Elf’ 
by Gill Burnett, has also just 
gone on sale.

As well as her all-occasions 
cards and stationery, 
Georgia also has a range of 
cards and prints of North 
East landmarks she has 
sketched including Bamburgh 
Castle, the Tyne Bridge and 
Morpeth’s Clock Tower.

Holly made contact with 
Georgia through The Northern 

Lass network of women 
in business where she is 
also mentored by one of its 
founders Kylie Dixon who 
is helping her develop her 
business profile.  At the same 
time Georgia caught the eye of 
retail magnate Theo Paphitis, 
best known as a Dragon’s Den 
panellist, when she won an 
award in his competition for 
small businesses which has 
put her in touch with 3,500 
fellow budding entrepreneurs 
around the UK.

Locally, Georgia has also spent 
time with the owners and 
staff at Morpeth’s Jewellers 
Guild, taking their advice on 
the best way to capitalise on 
her undoubted talents. 

However, Georgia still 
manages to successfully fit 
in her business work around 
her school studies.  After nine 
high grade GCSE passes last 
summer, she is now in the 
KEVI Sixth Form studying 
maths, economics, art  
and graphics.

“I love what I do and seeing 
how people enjoy all my 
range of products, particularly 
when I can personalise them 
for them,” said Georgia,

Readers can find out all 
about Georgia, and how 
to order from her entire 
range, by logging on to her 
cardsbygeorgia Facebook page 
or seeing her at one of the 
upcoming Christmas fairs.

Talented young artist, illustrator and Morpeth 
student Georgia Maia Hutchinson, is hoping to 
give her budding business a timely pre-Christmas 
boost, writes Ian Leech.

Talented  
Young Artist

Georgia Maia Hutchinson
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For a no obligation
free estimate
call us on 01670 516815

A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES
YOU CAN RELY ON

Owner Scott Bousfield and his family 
provide  professional top quality 
flooring services  specialising in 
luxury vinyl floor tiles, carpets, safety 
flooring vinyl for residential and 
commercial premises.

From visiting Brooke in the 
showroom at Pegswood, to a free 
measure from Scott and expert fitting 
by Roan, every Wansbeck Carpet & 
Floor experience will be personal, 
friendly, easy and enjoyable.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm;
Friday 9am to 4pm; Saturday 10am to 3pm
Closed Sunday

Come and visit our showroom at:

Unit 2a Pegswood Industrial Estate,
Morpeth NE61 6HZ
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EVERY Month We Have  Different Discounts & Deals On A Range Of  Treatments

>Fat Reduction
>Cellulite Reduction
>Skin Tightening
>Tech Facials- Hydrate
Renew      Repair 
>Detox Packages
>Over 250 Health & Wellness
Products
>3D Body BMI& Health Risk
Assessments.

>Permanent Hair Removal
>Tattoo Removal
>Spider/Thread Vein Removal
>Acne/Scarring Therapy
>Wrinkle Therapy
>Food Intolerance Test.
>Skin Joint & Muscle
 Supplements

07933224642 Business Hours: Tues & Wed 1pm-7pm / Thurs & Fri 10am-5pm / Sat 10am-4pm  SUN &MON CLOSED

Every Week
 We Have Special Offers On Our Beauty Treatments & Advanced Tech Facials

 

Specialists In The Revolutionary
NON Surgical Industry 

At Aesthetically Clinical You  Can Find Some Of The Most Sought After
NON Invasive & NON Surgical Body & Face Treatments

The Industry Has To Offer

Check In With Us Each Week To Redeem 20% Off & Other Promotional Deals
Follow Our Social Media Pages To Get The Newest Offers!

Unit 14 Sanderson Arcade Morpeth NE611NS Aestheticallyclinical.com Aclinical20@gmail.com

Pay L8tr Options On
Purchases Over £50

AclinicalthefatlabsAclinicalmorpeth

Pupils from Morpeth schools 
have been drawing out in 
the most graphic way, their 
message to everyone to  
keep their town looking  
neat and tidy.
Their posters all with a ‘bin it’ message, 
are now displayed on litter bins all 
around the town centre thanks to the 
Morpeth Litter Group and the schools 
who enthusiastically took part in a design 
competition.

More than 400 entries were received  
which Morpeth’s Keep Britain Tidy 
Ambassador Dai Richards described as  
n ‘outstanding’ response.

The new eye-catching posters replace  
torn and faded ones which have been on 
the bins around the town centre, as well  
as close as possible to local schools, for a 
number of years.

Funding for the project was helped with 
a County Council ‘Love Northumberland’ 

urban award first prize of £250; a donation 
from Morpeth Town FC; and support from 
KEVI, local Lions and Rotary Clubs, Greater 
Morpeth Development Trust and local 
printer Northumbria Print.

Pictured putting the first posters on litter bins in 
the Market Place are Morpeth Mayor Councillor 
Alison Byard, Dai Richards, Barry Swan and Julie 
Stephenson (Morpeth Rotary Club), Richard Nash 
(Morpeth Lions) and Sheila Clark from KEVI.

 

Graphic ‘bin ‘it’ messages 
from schools’ pupils

Morpeth  
Litter Group
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Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
We o
er free measure and design appointments on request

Inspirational flooring
for your home

PROUDLY STOCKING BROCKWAY FLOORING
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T. 0771 896 7722    W. tony@cartersmithplanning.com

Our Chartered Town 
Planner Tony has more 
than 20 years professional 
experience giving him the 
knowledge to help you
with all of your planning 
and property needs.

• Householder Planning Applications (Extensions & Conversions)

• New Build Applications (Domestic & Commercial)

• Appeals 

• Change of Use Applications

• Lawful Development Certificates 

• Barn Conversions

• Advertisement Consents

• Planning Conditions (Discharge, Removal of & Variations)

• Design and Access Statements/Planning Statements

• Listed Building Consents

• Prior Notification Applications

FIRST CONSULTATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE FOR 
HOMEOWNERS SEEKING TO EXTEND THEIR HOMES

Get in touch, we would be happy to help you with your project whatever the size!

Carter-Smith
Planning Consultants

cartersmithplanning.co.uk

For all 
of your
planning
needs...
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Like it or not, insurance to protect you and your family from the worst is important. 
So here’s a quick guide to what’s what in life, illness and income protection, and how 
to make them work for you

Nobody looks forward to tackling their life assurance, 
critical illness plans or income protection. Unlike a 
mortgage, investment or pension, there’s nothing 
aspirational about them either. They can seem like 
just another load of household expenses.

We understand that it’s all too easy to bury your 
head in the sand. There are so many excuses, after 
all. From the classics, ‘It’ll never happen to me’ and 
‘We can’t afford it’, to the ever-hopeful ‘My employer 
will look after me if something awful happens’.

Let’s talk life insurance  
There are two types of life insurance and both pay out 
lump sums when you die. Term insurance provides 
cover over a pre-determined period only, while whole 
of life assurance continues until you die. With the 
latter, a payout is guaranteed. So which is best for 
you? Think about who the insurance is for and why. 
How much cover do you need and for how long?  
It’s also worth checking whether your employer 
provides a death in service benefit.

If you’re looking at term insurance to provide security 
for your family, it might be worth considering ‘family 
income benefit’ as an alternative. Rather than a lump 
sum, this pays out a regular income until the end of  
a specified period and is relatively inexpensive.

What about illness cover?
Critical illness cover (CIC) pays out a lump sum if 
you’re diagnosed with one of a specific range of 
conditions, from heart complaints and cancers to 
rarer diseases. Typically, a policy will cover 40-50 
conditions. These can vary considerably, however, 
which makes it tricky to compare like with like.

You can buy CIC as an extension to life insurance 
or as a standalone product. The right option will 
depend on personal circumstances. 

Income protection gives you a regular income  
if you become unable to work due to sickness or 
disability. It’s the most expensive of these insurance 
options, as it’s the most likely to be called upon. It’s 
also one that’s often overlooked, typically because 
people think that prolonged health problems are 
covered by their employer. Sadly, this is rarely the 
case, so make sure you check.

If you’re trying to prioritise, you’re more likely  
to need income protection than critical illness  
and more likely to need critical illness than life 
assurance. Consider a survey by the Financial 
Conduct Authority (Financial Lives survey 2020, 
updated February 2021), which reveals 39% of 
adults saying that, were they to lose their main 
source of income, they’d be able to cover less  
than three months’ living expenses. That’s more 
than 20 million people – and their families – at risk.

There are savings to be had, however. Cover 
becomes cheaper, for example, if you’re prepared  
to extend the length of time before the replacement 
income kicks in. Short-term income protection 
contracts that pay out for between two and four 
years are another relatively affordable option.

Get in touch
We’d love to help you secure your family’s financial 
safety net. At St. James’s Place we’re proud to offer 
tailored solutions and access to our carefully 
selected insurance panel.

We understand it’s all too easy  
to bury your head in the sand

For the average family, income  
protection is probably the most  

important type of cover

 Cover your family
w  evol hti

” 

” 
“ 

“ 

T. 0  333505 0761
W. w ku.oc.tnemeganamhtlaewpmt.ww

Senior Partner Practice

T dtL tnemeganaM htlaeW PM  eht yb detaluger dna desirohtua si hcihw( clp tnemeganaM htlaeW ecalP s’semaJ .tS ylno stneserper dna fo evitatneserpeR detnioppA na si  
F s’puorg eht no tuo tes era hcihw fo sliated erom ,secivres dna stcudorp tnemeganam htlaew s’puorg eht no ylelos gnisivda fo esoprup eht rof )ytirohtuA tcudnoC laicnani  
w ecalP s’semaJ .tS ebircsed ot desu smret gnitekram era ’ecitcarP rentraP‘ dna ’rentraP‘ seltit eht dna ’pihsrentraP ecalP s’semaJ .tS‘ ehT .stcudorp/ku.oc.pjs.www etisbe  
r  .sevitatneserpe
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Dhamaka  
Restaurant 

For nearly 40 years Abdul 
Muhit has been delighting 
customers at his Morpeth 
takeaway with the authentic 
taste and flavours of the 
classical Indian dishes he 
prepares in his kitchen, for 
them to enjoy in the comfort of 
their own homes.

But now, he is offering loyal – and new 
– customers the chance to also enjoy a 
dining-in experience at his Dhamaka 
restaurant that he has just opened in 
Cramlington with his family.

“Customers have been asking me for 
a long time why I have not opened a 
restaurant so I have taken the plunge 
and done that, and we hope our Morpeth 
Tandoori customers will come and join us 
there for a meal,” he said.

The new restaurant will be managed 
for Abdul by his nephew Abdul Salam, 
who also owns and runs two very 
popular award-winning restaurants and 
takeaways in Alnwick - Mumbai Flavours 
and SherKhan – so he can continue to run 
his Morpeth Tandoori takeaway that he 
opened in 1983.

The new business venture is the 

latest in a long line of restaurants and 
takeaways his family has owned around 
Northumberland and Tyneside for close 
on 60 years.

The family dynasty all began in the early 
1960s when Abdul’s father Mohammed 
Abdul Rahim, arrived in England from 
his homeland to work in a woollen mill 
in Bradford.  Four years later his son and 
Abdul’s brother Mohammed Abdul Baki, 
moved to Newcastle to open one of the 
very first Indian restaurants in the City’s 
Bigg Market.

More restaurants and takeaways would 
follow in Washington, Blyth, Carlisle, 
Whitley Bay, Morpeth and Alnwick.

“As family businesses we have always 
followed the principal of using only the 
finest and freshest ingredients, sourced 
locally whenever and wherever possible, 
flavoured by our own unique blends of 
herbs and spices to recreate the most 
authentic and classic Indian dishes on our 
menus,” said Abdul.

“Our new Dhamaka restaurant will follow 
that pattern backed up by excellent and 
knowledgeable service.”

The new 60-seat restaurant opened  
with a charity night that raised £1,000  

for the Thomas Bewick School that  
locally educates and cares for children  
with autism.  

“Over many years as a family, we have 
always supported the communities in 
which we were in business, to try to give 
something back for the way our customers 
have loyally supported our restaurants 
and takeways,” said Abdul.

In Morpeth, Abdul has supported the 
Barnabas charity working on behalf 
of local young people as well as Henry 
Dancer Days which gives grants in 
support of children and their families 
coping with the devastating consequences 
of childhood cancers.  More recently 
after he himself suffered a heart attack, 
Abdul has been raising money to buy 
defibrillators to donate to local junior 
football clubs.

“Since I first came to Morpeth nearly 
40 years ago, the town has very much 
become my home and it gives me great 
pleasure to give something back in  
return for the way our business has  
been supported.”

The Dhamaka restaurant at 4 Brockwell 
Centre, Cramlington NE23 1XZ, is open 
every night from 5.30pm to 10.30pm 
(closed Tuesdays).  Tel 01670 736070.

Dine in with Abdul at 
new family restaurant

Abdul Muhit (centre) with his family at the opening of their new Dhamaka restaurant. (Left to right) Hakim (nephew), brother Mohammed Abdul Baki, 
son Arif and Salam (nephew)
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'A family restaurant and the passion they have for 
their food and business shines through'

'Flavours we could taste were like an explosion of food 
heaven. Never tasted Indian food like it”

'Great service and super Indian food at very 
reasonable prices'

Wednesday 5:30–10:30pm
Thursday 5:30–10:30pm
Friday  5:30–10:30pm
Saturday 5:30–10:30pm
Sunday  5:30–10:30pm
Monday 5:30–10:30pm
Tuesday Closed

OPENING HOURS

4, Brockwell Centre, Dhamaka, Northumbrian Rd, Cramlington NE23 1XZ

KIND WORDS FROM OUR CUSTOMERS
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Rutherford & Co

ADVERTORIAL

From casual shirts and cosy 
knitwear to tailored trousers, 
the Rutherfords autumn/ 
winter menswear range is  
both effortlessly stylish and 
easy to wear. 

You’ll find key trends for the season with 
new collections from Fynch Hatton and 
Colours & Sons, with a range of smart and 
casual shirts, trousers, knitwear, coats and 
accessories in each label.

Fynch Hatton products stand for quality, 
but also for attentive details that make 
them unique, like the brand name on the 
shirt buttons, for instance or the pattern 

on your favourite shirt on the inside collar 
of your favourite knit. 

Quality and attention to detail perfectly 
sum up our range from Colours & Sons. 
With a choice of styles and designs to 
make you look your confident best, 
Colours & Sons provide their own take on 
unique styles, colours and patterns.

Our latest addition to the menswear 
department, Farah, have been dressing 
British men for decades. From those who 
first came to Farah in the ‘70s to those 
who are regular shoppers today, Farah’s 
clothing is tried, tested and trusted.

Smart-casual is a style that was simply 

made for cosy autumn weekends, and it 
neatly sums up our menswear collection. 
You’ll find coats and gilets that are perfect 
for the man who wants to stay stylish 
whatever the weather is doing  
this autumn. 

As the cooler months of autumn arrive, 
Rutherfords menswear will help you 
look stylish and stay snug. From must-
have jeans to staple separates and casual 
trousers, we’ve put together a range that 
easy to wear. 

Whether you’re heading into the office  
or getting ready for the weekend,  
there’s no shortage of options, right  
here in Rutherfords.

Guys - how to look stylish 
and stay warm this winter!
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the

BathroomandTileCo.

Discover an extensive range 
of beautiful bathrooms 

and stunning tiles locally!

A truly inspirational showroom for 
creating the perfect bathroom.

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Tel: 01670 522 066
www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk

38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome

ACTUAL INSTALLATION



inside Morpeth   21

Town Cryer

The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

TOWN CRYER!

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ 
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk 

Time of great 
change that 
will affect us all
What a strange and 
unsettling time we’ve been 
having lately, with first of all 
a change of Prime Minister 
and then a new Monarch, 
following the sad death of 
Her Majesty, who was so 
much loved and esteemed, 
both here and everywhere 
in the world.

It was a historic day in Morpeth 
on 11th September, when the High 
Sheriff, Colonel James Royds and Lord 
Lieutenant, Her Grace the Duchess 
of Northumberland, made the 
Proclamation of the new King outside 
the Town Hall.  I’m sure we all send our 
best wishes to our new King, His Majesty 
Charles III and his Queen Consort 
Camilla, and to Prime Minister Liz Truss 
in their new roles serving our country.

September 11th is a date I will not forget 
for another reason – I was running for 
the second time in the Great North Run 
half marathon in Newcastle on behalf of 
Wansbeck Valley Food Bank.

I completed the run in 2hrs 49 mins, 
not too much different from my first 
time in 2019.  The GNR has an amazing, 
warm atmosphere of public support and 
was respectful of the recent sad event, 
but it was also a long, tough day for the 
runners, in very warm weather.  Thank 
you to my running buddy Carol Christie 
who helped me train - I couldn’t have 
done it without her! And thanks to all 
those who generously supported me, my 
total for Wansbeck Valley Food Bank, 
has reached £1880!  You can still donate 
on the following link.  Your support for 
our local Food Bank is needed now more 
than ever:  
www.justgiving.com/Alison-Byard

I am very grateful for the great support 
of the community with my mayoral 
fundraising.  We also enjoyed a great 
evening at Lollo Rosso Italia on August 
22nd in support of Ellington Colliery 
Band.  Despite its name, the band is very 
much a Morpeth band now, is based at 
KEVI Youth Centre and is made up of 
many Morpeth families.  They make 
an important contribution to music 
learning in Morpeth with their Brass 
Roots Junior Band.  I was delighted to 
raise just over £1000 to help the band 

compete in the National Brass Band 
Championships in Cheltenham in 
September.

ecband.org.uk/brassroots

Senior Citizens and their friends and 
family have attended our Ageing Well 
Information Fair in the Town Hall on 
October 12th.  Organisations such as 
the Police and Fire Brigade, Alzheimers 
Society, Energy Advice Northumberland, 
iNorthumberland, Wiltshire Farm Foods 
and U3A were there to help Seniors stay 
safe, warm and be healthy and active.  
Refreshments, including soup, were 
available from local charity Contact 
Mental Health for a small charge for 
their funds.

My next fundraising was a sleepout in 
the Marketplace on the night of Saturday 
October 8th, with my fellow town 
councillor Elaine Skinner and volunteer 
June Rose.  We supported the Lions Club 
of Morpeth with their weekend book 
sale from 7 to 9th October, fundraising 
for local good causes. 

Councillor Alison Byard 
Mayor of Morpeth
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Hot news about bin  
waste collection trial
Morpeth Town 
Council is working 
with Northumberland 
County Council to 
tackle waste issues.  

The Town Council has agreed 
to trial a new HOTBIN 
Compost Bin at The Pavilion 
Café in Carlisle Park.  The 
HOTBIN is an aerobic compost 
bin that literally gets HOT!  
Temperatures can reach 
between 40-60°c, and it is this 
heat that allows bacteria to 
breakdown waste down into 
compost in just 30 to 90 days.  

In the HOTBIN a wider 
variety of waste can be added 
rather than traditional cold 
composting heaps which will 
help to divert more waste from 
landfill in the process which 

can’t be a bad thing!  The café 
will be adding any food waste 
collected at the end of the 
day along with garden waste 
collected by the NEAT Team 
on site. Shredded paper can 
also be added so the Town 
Council can also reduce  
waste collections.

The Town Council will provide 
data to NCC including what 
waste has been added to the 
bin and the volumes involved, 
and when it’s ready, how much 
compost has been produced.

Any compost produced will 
be used on site, in the borders 
surrounding the bowling 
greens, and with time and 
maybe a few more HOTBIN’s 
we will provide enough 
compost for use on the Town 
Council allotments.

On Friday 
21st October 
at 11.50am, 
Morpeth Town 
Council’s Mayor, 
Councillor Alison 
Byard, will make 
a toast to Lord 
Collingwood in 
the Buttermarket 
of Morpeth Town 
Hall to celebrate 
Trafalgar Day.

A toast to 
Admiral Lord 
Collingwood - 
Morpeth’s very 
own hero

Festivities will begin on 
19th and 20th November 
with Bridge Street being 
closed for a Christmas 
Market with plenty of 
stalls to peruse at your 
leisure.  

There will also be 
entertainment on the Market 
Place to get you in the 
Christmas spirit which will be 
helped along by the glittering 
lights shining above you.

A Community Carol Service  
on the Market Place on 
Saturday December 17th, will 
start at 4.30pm.

And a host of activities to 
follow all the way up to the 

big day to encourage people to 
shop local and support all the 
businesses in the town.  

Don’t forget there are plenty 
of places to eat, drink and be 
merry following a successful 
day of shopping. Keep 
checking the More in Morpeth 
website for details.   
www.moreinmorpeth.co.uk

The Pavilion Café in Carlisle 
Park will be hosting a number 
of activity days for children 
and parents on the run up to 
Christmas, including Christmas 
arts, story telling and music.  
Keep a close watch on social 
media for more information in 
the coming weeks.

Morpeth is 
kickstarting  
the Christmas 
countdown!
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Marathon task for WI members 
to create their poppy cascade
At the beginning of 2022 
Morpeth Town Woman’s 
Institute (MTWI) members 
were asked by Morpeth Town 
Council, if they would like 
to make a Poppy Cascade to 
commemorate those who have 
died in conflicts. The cascade 
would enhance the poppy 
ribbons that MTWI made 
several years ago and are hung 
each year in the Butter Market 
of the Town Hall around 
Remembrance Day.

So began a massive eight month 
long knitting, crocheting and 
sewing project.

It was quickly realised that many 
hundreds of poppies would be needed to 
create a cascade and so MTWI asked for 
support from other groups in the area. 
The word spread and soon others were 
knitting and crocheting too.

Bags of poppies started to arrive from 
MTWI members, Pegswood and Bothal 
WI, St Mary’s Belles WI, and many other 
sewing and church groups, family and 
friends. Poppies were being produced in 
homes, village halls, church halls, gardens 
and even around the world as members 
took their knitting on holiday. Eventually, 
in around June, it was time to start sewing 
them onto the netting, which had been 
donated by Dobbies Garden Centre.

Sewing the poppies onto the netting 
proved to be as big a task as the knitting. 

Over the next three months many small 
groups of MTWI members met to sew. As 
it became bigger, heavier and increasingly 
unwieldy, the challenge grew but by the 
last few days of August, it was finished.

On reflection, around 2500 poppies had 
been made, taking anytime from 30 
minutes to three days for each poppy 
depending on the size of the poppies 
and skills of the knitter/crocheter. At 
least another 300 hours were then spent 
sewing the poppies onto the netting.

Morpeth Town WI would like to thank 
everyone who has supported them in 
completing the project. It has been a true 
community project and they would not 
have been able to do it without that help.

The WI is now looking forward to seeing 
it hanging in the Butter Market (entrance 
to the Town Hall) from the last week of 
October until after Remembrance Sunday 
on November 13th.

Any remaining poppies will be donated 
to Northumberland County Council as 
it starts on a Poppy Cascade for County 
Hall. We hope that they have as much fun 
creating theirs as the WI has had doing 
the one for the Town Hall.

Morpeth Town WI meets on the second 
Monday of the month at St Aiden’s  
Church Hall, Shields Road, Stobhill.  
If you are interested in finding out more 
about the WI or perhaps considering 
joining, please email:  
morpethtownwisecretary@gmail.com.

On Sunday November 13th the Town Council’s Remembrance 
Sunday Service and Parade will take place.

The Parade, led by Morpeth Pipe Band, will be leaving New Market at approximately 
10.35 am to march to the Cenotaph where the traditional Remembrance Service  
will be held. Any organisation who wishes to lay a wreath, please contact the Town 
Council office.

The Mayor, Councillor Alison Byard and Morpeth Town Council, will be supporting  
the Royal British Legion’s Two Minute Silence at 11.00 am on Friday November 11th.   
A short service of remembrance will take place outside of Morpeth Town Hall 
commencing at 10.55 am.

Town Cryer

Remembrance Services

Members of the Morpeth Town WI with their poppy cascade
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MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS

MORPETH NORTH WARD
COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN 
M. 07947 248 220 
E. david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MIKE GREVESON 
M. 07989 036 909 
E. mike.greveson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR HARRY HALL 
M. 07792 427 020 
E. harry.hall@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG 
M. 07738 001173 
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ELAINE SKINNER  
T. 01670 512751 
E. elaine.skinner@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD
COUNCILLOR JUSTIN CLAYTON  
M. 07525 746 781 
E. justin.clayton@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ANDY COCHRANE 
M. 07976 666 869 
E. andy.cochrane@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ELISA LAWSON  
M. 07849 522 005 
E. elisa.lawson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JONATHAN RICHARDSON 
M. 07522 784 390 
E. jonathan.richardson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH 
M. 07808 804 345 
E. richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD
COUNCILLOR BETTY BAWN   
T. 01670 511101 
E. betty.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD   
T. 01670 515391 
M. 07963 306 549 
E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JADE CRAWFORD 
M. 07754 042 455 
E. jade.crawford@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR SHIRLEY PEACOCK  
M. 07545 934 945 
E. shirley.peacock@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH 
M. 07956 429 942 
E. johnny.wearmouth@morpeth- tc.gov.uk

Bus Shelters Litter Bins

Public Seating War Memorial

Play Areas and 
Paddling Pool

Allotments

Environment Events

Community 
Centre

Festive 
Lighting and 
Christmas Tree

TOWN COUNCIL SERVICES

COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES

Grass Cutting
Missed Bin 
Collection

Fly Tipping
Housing 
Benefits

Street 
Cleaning

Planning

Council TaxWaste Permits

PotholesParking Fines

Street LightingDog Fouling

COUNCIL MEETING TIMETABLE 

Meeting Timetable for November and December 2022. All meetings 
will be held in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, unless 
otherwise stated on the agenda. All Committee meetings commence 
at 6:30 pm, unless otherwise stated on the posters or website. 

Full Council 
16th November 2022

Planning and Transport Committee 
9th November and 14th December 2022

Finance and General Purposes Committee 
2nd November and 7th December 2022

SEE NOTICEBOARDS AND WEBSITE

Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website
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It’s time to talk about Life, Critical Illness and 
Income Protection.

Ask yourself:
•   Could you afford your home if you were 

seriously ill?
•     Could you cope financially without  

your partner?

No one likes the ‘what if’ conversation, but you only 
need to have it once. And we’re always here should 
your circumstances change in the future. We’ve 
teamed up with AIG to bring you a wide range of 
protection cover to allow you peace of mind should 
the ‘what if’ ever happen.

Don’t wait until another time, we’re here to help  
and ready to talk when you are.

In an environment of ever-increasing bank and 
building society closures, particularly in market towns, 
NFU Mutual continues to provide locally based 
financial planning services. We are able to provide 
excellent customer service through our local agency 
offices, which give our financial advisers the ability to 
meet with customers on a face to face basis, a rarity 
these days.

One of the particular areas where it may now be 
difficult to obtain quality advice is when seeking 
protection for family or business.

NFU Mutual can offer a variety of life and critical 
illness policies through our partnership with AIG.  
We can also talk to you about cover to protect business 
loans and overdrafts.

Mark Grainger operates out of Morpeth agency and 
is available to meet customers on a face to face basis 
in order to give the crucial advice that is necessary 
in this essential, but often neglected area of financial 
planning. Alternatively, for those customers who prefer 
to have an initial chat over the phone, NFU Mutual 
has an excellent team of agency staff who are happy to 
discuss your requirements.

Mark is also able to give advice on many other areas of 
financial planning, whether it be simple pension and 
ISA planning, or more complex areas such as pension 
transfers.

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on  
NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. Mark will explain the advice 
services we offer and the charges. Please remember 
if we recommend any investments their value can go 
down as well as up and you may get back less than you 
invested. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual 
Select Investments Ltd.

 

 
 
 
Mark Grainger, 
Financial Adviser 

NFU Mutual Morpeth agency, Unit 6, Telford Court 
Loansdean, Morpeth, NE61 2DB

07967 698318  |  mark_grainger@nfumutual.co.uk  
nfumutual.co.uk/financial-planning

ARE YOU PROTECTING  
WHAT MATTERS?

Promotional Feature

S E Rank & J E Watson is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. And an introducer to  
NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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ISA planning, or more complex areas such as pension 
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NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. Mark will explain the advice 
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NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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Home Instead

ADVERTORIAL

Home Instead South East 
Northumberland has been 
declared a ‘5 star’ employer, 
showing that care is a 
worthwhile career path to 
take. The home care company’s 
employees have commended 
the company due to factors 
such as top-quality training 
opportunities and supportive 
leadership.

All employees of the home care 
company were invited to take part in 
an anonymous survey by independent 
employee engagement experts 
WorkBuzz. Home Instead South East 
Northumberland is delighted to have 
received an impressive employee 

engagement score of 94, a rating that few 
companies achieve.

A total of 94% of care professionals said 
they are proud to work for Home Instead, 
while 93% said they have access to the 
training they need to do their job well.

The owner of Home Instead South East 
Northumberland, Guy Kirk, is calling for 
more people to come onboard and join 
the team which has praised the company 
for being a supportive employer. There 
are 20 care professional vacancies on 
offer for people who want to begin or 
further a career in care.

Guy Kirk says: “What great news to be 
awarded ‘5 star’ status! I’m particularly 
proud of the framework of support and 
training that we’ve developed for our 
employees, so it’s really good news to 

know that they appreciate it as well.”

Steven Frost, CEO of WorkBuzz 
commented: “Congratulations Home 
Instead South East Northumberland on 
winning the WorkBuzz ‘5 star’ employer 
award! We created the programme to 
recognise the best workplace cultures 
where employees are proud to work, feel 
motivated, and are compelled to stay for 
the foreseeable future. By receiving the 
award, it demonstrates Home Instead’s 
commitment to improving the working 
lives of their people and enabling them  
to thrive.”

To find out more about Home Instead 
South East Northumberland and the home 
care services they provide, please call 
01670 338542 or visit www.homeinstead.
co.uk/south-east-northumberland.

Local care company is 
crowned ‘5 star employer’

Guy Kirk and his ‘5 Star’ Home Instead team



L i ve  we l l , you r  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

 Contact us on: 01670 338542
homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland

independently owned and operated
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THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
01670 512651

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

WINTER TYRES
NOW IN STOCK

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

Closed every Tuesday

Abdul Muhit has been serving his Morpeth customers with the finest choice of authentic and 
classic Indian cusine, freshly made to order, for nearly 40 years. In that time he has also 

become very much part of the Morpeth community and has donated thousands of pounds to 
support local good causes to give something back to the town he now calls home.

Indian Takeaway

Established 1983

Abdul with the FA Vase trophy  
won by Morpeth Town FC
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TMP Wealth  
Management

We are delighted to 
welcome two more new 
additions to the team at 
TMP Wealth Management.

Janice Stephens joins the team as a 
Paraplanner following 16 months with 
another Wealth Management company.

“After meeting three of the TMP 
Directors during the interview process, 
I instantly got the feeling that this 
was a company I wanted to work 
for. Their progressive, professional 
attitude combined with a friendly 
and supportive management team 
was extremely refreshing. There was 
a distinct family feel about TMP, and 
now after meeting the entire team 
and having worked here for almost a 

month, I am convinced I have definitely 
made the right decision,” commented 
Jill.  Most of her spare time is spent 
caravanning, crafting and socialising.

Max Bell arrives as a trainee 
Paraplanner after five years as a tax 
advisor with Ernst and Young. “I’ve 
always wanted to work in investing and 
had only ever heard good things about 
TMP Wealth Management,” said Max.

He enjoys cricket and golf and is 
currently training his five month old 
puppy Marvin.

Both are a welcome addition to the 
team and we look forward to seeing 
them develop the business and assist  
in delivering first class service to all 
our clients.

Growth continues at  
TMP Wealth Management
We are delighted to 
announce the arrival 
of Tony Hopper as 
Operations Director 
at TMP Wealth 
Management. 
Anthony takes over day-to-
day operations at Appleby 
House and brings 32 years 
of experience with him, 
with the last 12 years spent 
within St James’ Place Wealth 
Management. He leaves his 
role as Executive Partnership 
Development Manager with SJP 
to join the team in Morpeth.

“I have known founders James 
Richfield and Peter Grieves 
since joining SJP and whilst in 
my transition role supported a 
number of advisers into TMP.  
After discussing the growth 
plans with the Directors, and 
then the potential of joining 
TMP in a newly created 
Operations Director role, I knew 
that it was at a perfect time in 
my career to completely focus 

on the growth and expansion of 
this well respected business”

“I’m wanting to implement the 
knowledge and expertise I have 
gained over the last 30 years to 
help perform a role which will 
help the Directors of TMP focus 
on the areas of the business 
that they need to, whilst I can 
run the day to day operations of 
the business,” commented Tony.

Managing Director and  
Co-founder James Richfield is 
delighted with the appointment. 
“The growth of TMP Wealth 
Management is a bit of a local 
success story but it also brings 
challenges. We identified we 
needed a brilliant Operations 
Director to help keep our client 
service and advice at the high 
standards clients have come 
to expect. Having known Tony 
for over 10 years, and with 
all his experience, it was a 
natural fit for him to take on 
this important role and we are 
all delighted that he is joining 
us for the next phase of our 
business,” he said.

More new faces

Tony Hopper

Janice Stephens and Max Bell 
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OF MORPETH

0 1 6 7 0  5 0 4 1 8 2
11 Chathill Close  Morpeth  Northd NE61 2TH
www.directhearingservices.com

STAN HERON RHAD

Free hearing test and assessment

Appointments in the comfort of your own home or come to 
me on Stobhill Farm with easy parking

All makes and models supplied and repaired

The latest technology - Bluetooth, wireless accessories, 
smartphone apps

27 years of experience

HCPC registered audiologist

Completely independent - unlike most high street companies

60 day no quibble full refund guarantee if not 100% satisfied 

If you’ve been quoted elsewhere, give us a call to see how 
much you could save.

Direct Hearing 
Services

£100 off.indd   1£100 off.indd   1 20/09/2021   12:3420/09/2021   12:34
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Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205 

Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm, Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm  

www.robsonandcowan.co.uk 

HOME APPLIANCES & TVs • GARDEN MACHINERY & CHAINSAWS • ATVs • COUNTRY CLOTHING • EQUESTRIAN • FARM & GENERAL SUPPLIES 

A FANTASTIC RANGE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS  AVAILABLE  FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNTRY STORE 

It was Baden-Powell who coined 
the ‘Be Prepared’ motto that 
generations of Boy Scouts have 
followed since the start of the 
20th Century, but it’s advice 
households could well heed 
today with the start of winter 
knocking on the door.

Especially after Storm Arwen wreaked 
havoc and left a trail of devastation 
across local communities last November, 
catching many households unaware and 
ill-prepared to cope with its aftermath.

So, this year, the advice from the team 
at Northumberland’s premier Robson 
& Cowan country store in the village of 
Scots’ Gap just outside Morpeth, is to be 
prepared well in advance of winter.

Last year following the storm there was 
a rush for basic essential such as candles, 
flasks, hot water bottles, torches for 
homes cut off from the electricity grid 
and left with no heating for days on end 
until inundated repair teams would reach 
them. With the rush demand if supplies 
ran out, it was also sometimes difficult to 
replace them quickly.

Two items which many homes would have 
loved last winter, which the store now 
has in stock are battery-driven Robert’s 
Radios to keep in touch which the outside 
world whilst televisions were blacked out, 
and portable gas stoves to help provide 
hot water and warming food, as well as 
kindling and logs for those homes able to 
light a fire or stove.

The store also has in stock an extensive 
range of warm clothing and sturdy 
footwear to help keep out the cold and 
wet – jackets, tops, wellingtons, socks, hats 
and gloves.

For the very worst of the weather it may 

also be worth buying a snow shovel or 
perhaps a sledge for youngsters to enjoy 
the best of any wintery conditions.

Last year when the storm blew down 
thousands of trees there was a rush to buy 
chainsaws and leaf blowers, so Robson 
& Cowan have plenty of Husqvarna and 
Stihl models in stock right now.

Finally, don’t forget the pets and maybe 
buy in food for them in bulk, or indeed 
remember the wild birds which can 
struggle to find food in the winter, as 
Robson & Cowan have a range of bird 
feeders, seeds and nuts which can help 
them survive through to the Spring.

Be prepared for worst of winter!

 
Robson & Cowan

ADVERTORIAL
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LET'S GET
LEARNING
TOGETHER

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929
or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

32a Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
www.maximizeeducation.com

Our professional tutors are carefully selected for their academic 
experience and ability to nuture knowledge.

Because we want to also make our learning programmes as 
affordable to as many people as possible, we are introducing the 
option of 2:1 tutorials as a new ‘cost-buster’ for parents, where 
students can be paired up with someone of their own age and ability 
either at our Morpeth base or online 

Ask now for details of our 2:1 tutorial options to get learning together

Our aim at Maximize Education is to mirror the academic year 
working with the curriculum to support students at all levels of 
their studies whether that be examination preparation or 
subject support, building confidence to maximize not just 
immediate results but future potential.
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Maximize  
Education

ADVERTORIAL

The biggest fear among many parents is 
that their child is going to start smoking 
cigarettes, taking drugs or having risky 
sex.  However, some of the most harmful 
habits could be those that are also 
promoted by the marketing industry 
as beverages that increase energy and 
mental focus, but in reality, can affect a 
young person’s health.  

Worryingly, up to a third of children 
in the UK consume energy drinks each 
week.  The good news, however, is that 
the popularity of energy drinks is mainly 
due to misinformation about their effects.  
Educating yourself and your child about 
the risks is often enough to help lead them 
to a healthier lifestyle.

The danger of energy drinks 

Energy drinks contain caffeine, sugar 
and other stimulants such as ginseng 
which whilst a natural product is 
linked to anxiety, insomnia, headaches, 
dizziness, stomach upsets and menstrual 
changes.  Whilst energy drinks have been 
found to increase physical and cognitive 
performance, their positive effects have 
not been well researched in children and 
adolescents.  There is however, plenty of 
evidence that they are harmful to a young 
person’s health.

Data from the Analysis of Health 
Behaviour in Young Children, revealed 
that those who drank energy drinks at 
least weekly, were likely to experience 
physical symptoms such as headaches 
and stomach problems as well as 
difficulty sleeping.  Findings from other 
studies show that it might be linked to 
depression, anxiety, stress and irritability, 
which, in turn, can decrease academic 
performance.

The biggest risk from energy drinks 
comes from their high caffeine content.  
Additionally, adolescents have a lower 
body weight than adults, which means 
the effect of caffeine will be stronger. 
Currently there is a trend among some 
teenagers to misuse energy drinks for the 
stimulating ‘high’ of their caffeine and 

high sugar contents.

How to limit your child’s energy drinks’ 
consumption

Talk to your child about the potential 
risk of consuming too many energy 
drinks.  In one study it turned out only 
half of the children knew that the drinks 
contained caffeine and those who were 
aware they might be harmful drank less.  

Change your habits.  If you see a child 
drinking an energy drink it may be they 
are mirroring your own behaviour.  So, 
replace energy drinks with healthier 
alternatives like foods or smoothies 
packed full of protein, or better still, keep 
them out of sight of your child.

Check the labels.  If your child is using 
energy drinks it is a good idea to cut back 
gradually and buy them products that are 
not as high in caffeine.  Different brands 
vary widely in the amount of caffeine 
content, so check the labels.

Educate yourself.  Being able to 
recognise the signs of an overdose is as 

important as knowing the dangers of 
long-term use.  For example, symptoms 
of caffeine overdose include dizziness, 
heart palpitations, nausea, irritability, 
diarrhoea, insomnia and increased thirst.

Be present in your child’s life.  A lot 
of children might turn to energy drinks 
because they believe it is a good way 
to deal with pressure at school.  The 
International Journal of Eating Disorders 
also reports that some adolescents might 
use energy drinks to suppress appetite.  
Instead of just treating the symptoms, 
make sure that you address the 
underlying problem and talk to your child 
about what is going on in their life.

In summary, energy drinks are increasing 
in popularity and could be damaging your 
child’s physical and mental health.  The 
good news is that armed with education 
and a sensitive approach, you can help 
your child make healthier choices.  

If you need further professional advice, 
contact www.myfamilypsychologist.com  
for a free consultation.

Should energy drinks
be ringing alarm bells!
In the first of a series of Maximize Education articles for Inside Morpeth, about issues 
involving young people, My Family Psychologist Luisa Williams looks at growing concerns 
and potential health risks surrounding the popularity and use of high energy drinks.
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Ford Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 096 0795 | bristolstreet.co.uk/ford

Fuel Consumption figures for the Ford Puma 1.0 EcoBoost Hybrid mHEV ST-Line 5dr Petrol: 125MPG, 125 BHP, 122 CO2 g/km. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only 
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend 
upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Bristol Street Motors Ford Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. (Company 
registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Voted What Car? Small SUV 
of the Year 2022
Make an appointment to view in 
person or via video link and see for 
yourself why.

FORD PUMA

AWARDS
2022

Sponsored by

cop hpi

Bristol Street 
Ford

During the era when family 
motoring took off in this 
country as more and more 
people were able to afford to 
buy their first cars, the Ford 
Motor Company managed to 
get on to the road a range of 
models that were not only 
popular with their owners but 
became legends of their time.

In pre- and post-war Britain, Ford models 
such as the Prefect, the Anglia and the 
Popular – affectionately known as the 
Ford Pop by many of its proud owners – 
rolled out of the company’s production 
lines in their hundreds of thousands  Over 
the years, of course, the styling of the cars 
changed beyond all recognition, and by 
the early 1960s they were beginning to 
be replaced by a new generation of Ford 
family cars headed by the Fiesta and 
Escort, that proved just as popular as their 
illustrious predecessors.

Times have changed, of course, and while 
today’s smaller Ford models such as the 
Puma and Fiesta may be unrecognisable 
from those early-day cars, what has 
not altered is the company’s ability to 
produce cars that are just as popular with 

the motoring public as the classics of 
yesteryear!

Take the Puma, for example.  Sharing a 
build platform with its stable-mate the 
Fiesta, the Puma is a smaller SUV (Sports 
Utility Vehicle) that has been universally 
praised by the motoring press for its 
striking design as well as being good 
fun to drive, spacious and comfortable 
which added together have set the 
benchmark for others to follow in the 
‘super-mini’ class. At the same time the 
Puma is also leading the way in preparing 
owners for the change that is coming in 
electrification with 2030 being the date set 
by the Government when no new petrol 
or diesel cars will be available for sale.

Indeed, the Puma is the first small Ford 
to be available as a Mild Hybrid, which 
means it is powered by a 1.0 Litre 
EcoBoost power train allied to a 48V 
battery, making it a cost-effective way  
to join the electric revolution that is 
coming.  The battery is automatically 
recharged by regenerative braking, so 
there is no need to plug it in, yet the new 
technology also delivers up to 20 per cent 
faster acceleration with 10 per cent  
more fuel efficiency.

Its twin-power also makes the Puma 

a great option for shorter journeys 
especially around town and at lower 
speeds. That does not mean the car is not 
practically equipped for longer journeys, 
however, with clever use of space 
meaning the Puma boasts the largest boot 
capacity among any of its rivals.

The car is also packed with the sort of 
technology that makes for a great, safe 
driving experience.  As expected, there 
are a number of trim finishes depending 
on budgets, from the Titanium entry-level 
spec to the more stylish ST-Line X model.

Ford also offers the option of either 
petrol and diesel Mild Hybrids coupled 
to the battery technology of the twin 
powertrain.

Words such as innovative, stylish, refined 
and sophisticated come to mind when 
reviewing the Puma, balanced with 
thoughtful functionality and the highest 
standard of safety protection for drivers 
and their passengers.

However, the best way to discover just 
what the Puma can offer discerning 
drivers is to go along to the Bristol Street 
Motors Ford dealership on Coopies Lane, 
Morpeth, to find out all about the benefits 
of choosing the car as your next vehicle.  

Puma is as Popular as its 
illustrious predecessors

The Ford Puma pictured with one of its predecessors the Ford Popular
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Ford Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 096 0795 | bristolstreet.co.uk/ford

Fuel Consumption figures for the Ford Puma 1.0 EcoBoost Hybrid mHEV ST-Line 5dr Petrol: 125MPG, 125 BHP, 122 CO2 g/km. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only 
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend 
upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Bristol Street Motors Ford Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. (Company 
registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Voted What Car? Small SUV 
of the Year 2022
Make an appointment to view in 
person or via video link and see for 
yourself why.

FORD PUMA

AWARDS
2022

Sponsored by

cop hpi
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All-New

The Driver’s 
Hybrid

Car shown is a Honda Civic 2.0 i-MMD Hybrid Advance in platinum white pearl – Economy & Emissions fi gures: (WLTP) Range 3.9-6.2 (l/100km), CO2 89-141 (g/km). 
Figures, sourced from EU regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not refl ect real-life driving experiences.

vertumotors.com/honda

Vertu Honda is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Company registration 
number 04722957. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Vertu Honda Morpeth
Coopie’s Lane, 
Morpeth 
NE61 6JN
0330 0960 874
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Vertu Honda 
Morpeth

All-New

The Driver’s 
Hybrid

Car shown is a Honda Civic 2.0 i-MMD Hybrid Advance in platinum white pearl – Economy & Emissions fi gures: (WLTP) Range 3.9-6.2 (l/100km), CO2 89-141 (g/km). 
Figures, sourced from EU regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not refl ect real-life driving experiences.

vertumotors.com/honda

Vertu Honda is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Company registration 
number 04722957. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Vertu Honda Morpeth
Coopie’s Lane, 
Morpeth 
NE61 6JN
0330 0960 874

New Sales Advisors David Harding and Jessie Whiting

Jessie, aged 21, is from Alnwick and had 
previously worked in retail sales, before 
applying for the job at the Morpeth 
dealership,

“I am delighted to have been given the 
chance to move into the motor industry 
where I feel I can make a long-term career 
for myself,” she said.   “I love talking to 
people so helping customers to choose the 
right new car for themselves, is a great 
opportunity to do that.”

David (28) from Bedlington has moved 
into the motor industry after selling 
insurance and life assurance products, 
for a number of years, and he couldn’t be 
happier as – in his own words – he ‘loves 
cars!’

He is also a fan of Honda having owned 
and ridden one of the company’s motor 

cycles for around five years.  “The 
dealership is a great place to work 
and learn new skills with the help 
of experienced colleague including 
Mark Spring (Sales Manager) and sales 
executives Andy (Davis) and Aaron 
(Jowsey),”he said.

As well as learning ‘on the job’ at 
Morpeth, both Jessie and David have been 
going through intensive courses at the 
company’s national training centres.

Jessie and David are the two latest young 
recruits to join the Vertu Honda Morpeth 
team.  As we have previously reported 
technicians John Thomas Swinney and 
Jay Wood are learning their trades in 
the dealership workshop, while trainee 
Katie Craig has joined the reception desk 
dealing with customers booking their 
vehicles in for services or repairs.

As Mark Spring says: “It is a real pleasure 
to have so many young people on board 
our dealership team, and to be able to give 
them the chance to build their careers 
with very bright futures with a company 
like Vertu Honda,” he said.

Jessie and David joined the sales team 
at a thrilling moment for the dealership 
with the launch of the all-new Honda 
Civic e:HEV, a dynamic, self-charging 
full hybrid hatchback that the motoring 
press have hailed as complementing 
the Civic’s outstanding design and 
technology with exhilarating electrified 
power.  They arrived at the dealership at 
just the right moment to join customers 
at a launch party along with Elvis, Line 
of Duty star Vicky McClure and veteran 
wildlife programme presenter Sir David 
Attenbrough – or at least their cardboard 
cut-outs!

What a time to join 
Vertu Honda Morpeth!

Two young sales advisors – Jessie Whiting and David Harding - have 
got their new careers off to a flying start at the Vertu Honda dealership 
on Coopies Lane estate, Morpeth.
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Hyundai Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 7355 | bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai

WINNERS!

Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (Company registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu 
House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai i20 1.6T GDi N 5dr Petrol: 40mpg, 204 bhp, 158 CO2 g/km. Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai i30 2.0T GDi N Performance 5dr 
DCT Petrol: 34 mpg, 280 bhp, 191 CO2 g/km.  Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai Kona 2.0 TGDi N 5dr DCT Petrol: 33 mpg, 280 bhp, 194 CO2 g/km. Figures shown are for 
comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving 
results, which will depend upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Come see for yourself and 
order soon to avoid the queue. 

AWARDS
2021



Performance to the N-th degree!

In the case of Hyundai, the letter the company chose to add to the 
badging of their high-performance range of cars was ‘N.’  But why 
‘N’ you might ask and the answer is quite straightforward.

Hyundai’s world-class research and development centre is 
located in Namyang, South Korea, and is the place where all the 
design and concept work of the company’s cars begins, after 
which its performance vehicles are tested to the N-th degree at 
the legendary racing circuit that is the Nurburgring, which is also 
the home of the German F1 Grand Prix.  So, Hyundai took the 
initial N from both names as the badge for its performance cars.

The combined result for models such as the i30 N, the i20 N and 
the SUV KONA N, of all the research, design innovations and 
testing done by Hyundai at Namyang and the Njurburgring track, 
is that the company now has an outstanding and unique range 
of performance cars in its stable developed for maximum, fun 
driving, but which are equally practical for everyday use.

What Hyundai has been so cleverly able to accomplish, is to 
evolve everything it learned from the race track, into the final 
design of a range of very capable road cars which are not only 

proving popular with their owners, but have won the highest 
praise alongside a clutch of awards from motoring journalists 
and pundits.

For instance, the i20 N has been named Top Gear’s Car of the 
Year, while the magazine also chose Hyundai as its Manufacturer 
of the Year.  The car is everything that a hot hatchback should be 
with  precise and sure-footed steering and grip, is fun to drive 
combined with the functionality of a competitively-priced five-
door saloon.

The i30 N was the very first performance care produced by 
Hyundai, and it still offers an outstanding package of style, 
equipment, ride and performance, again at an affordable price.

In both cars, the controls are completely driver-focused with 
everything in view and at your fingertips.

The KONA N is a brilliant example of a small SUV (Sports Utility 
Vehicle), that offers the practicality needed for everyday use but 
at the same time is as thrilling to drive as many hot hatchbacks.  
Proving that the Hyundai N-brand is just as capable when it 
comes to an SUV as it is with hot hatchbacks.

Would-be owners can find out more about the N-brand cars 
by calling into the Bristol Street Motors Hyundai dealership at 
Coopies Lane, Morpeth.

Car-makers often use a single letter to brand specific models they are looking 
to market in a creative way to the great motoring public. For instance, when 
an ‘S’ was slipped behind the wheels of the Mini Cooper it added a whole new 
dimension to the car, while other manufacturers have gone with ‘A’, ‘C’ or ‘M’, to 
boost their cars’ images – no prizes for guessing which ones!

Bristol Street 
Hyundai
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40   inside Morpeth

What’s On

CHRISTMAS PANTO WISH!

WHAT’S ON?
Panto actor Eric Tolman is embarking 
on his most demanding role to date 
this Christmas by staging his own 
production with the help of the 
generosity of people and businesses 
from Morpeth.

His Solo Pantomime Production is 
crowdfunding to help present two 
performances on Saturday December 
17th of his version of ‘Sleeping Beauty 
(With a Twist)’ at Morpeth Methodist 
Church.

Landscape gardener Eric first started 
to tread the boards about a decade 
ago when his son joined the Morpeth 
Pantomime Society.  After he became 
involved Eric played a number of roles 
in its annual productions, but has now 
decided to ‘go solo’ after writing the 
script for his show, which he will also 
produce, direct and play three parts 
 in the panto.

His biggest challenge, however, is to raise 
the £5,000 it will cost to stage the panto 
whilst keeping ticket prices as close to 
free as possible for the audiences. So far, 
Eric and his helpers have raised more 
than £3,000 towards the cost.

Pantomimes, he says, are great fun for 
families at Christmas but with the cost-
of-living crisis it’s a treat some perhaps 

won’t be able to afford this year.

“We don’t want families and their 
children to miss out so our aim is to give 
everyone the chance to come and see our 
panto,” he said.  “In challenging times, a 
dose of panto magic might be just what  
we need!”

However, with the help of family, friends 
and volunteers Eric is determined that 
the show will go on.

His son Elliott and wife Sharron will be 
among the 17-strong cast and friends 
and volunteers are helping out designing 
and building the sets, making the 
costumes as well as looking after hair 
and make-up for the performances.

The main characters of Sleeping Beauty 
will all be in the show, but there will also 
be some unusual and unexpected twists 
to the age-old panto tale.

While the aim is to make the show as 
free as possible for the audiences, Eric 
says any profits left over at the end of 
the production will be divided equally 
between the Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 
and Stobhill Community Centre.

To donate to the panto or finding  
out about ticket sales visit:  
thepantobiggive.co.uk

Some of the cast of the panto (top) and (below) 
the show writer, producer and actor Eric Tolman

MORPETH COMMUNITY CINEMA
The next screening ‘Phantom of the 
Open’ will evoke memories of the old 
Ealing comedy spirit, specific British 
eccentricity, and the recognition of 
class and community as fertile comedy 
terrain.

The film tells the remarkable true story 
of Barrow-in-Furness crane operator 
Maurice Flitcroft who managed to gain 
entry into the 1976 British Open despite 
never having played a round of golf in 
his life.  

Maurice pulled off a series of stunning 

attempts to compete at the highest level 
of world pro-golf, drawing the ire of 
the golfing elite.  From the writer of 
Paddington 2, it stars Mark Rylance as 
Maurice and Sally Hawkins as his wife.

‘Phantom of the Open’ screens at the 
Wellway Centre, Morpeth, on Friday 
November 4th at 7pm.  Tickets - £6 
plus booking fee – are on sale online 
at Ticketsource or from The Chantry 
(card sales only).   Further details from 
www.morpethcinema.weebly.com or 
www.gmdt.net/arts-culture/morpeth-
community-cinema

Watch out for details of special screening on Friday December 2nd.
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What’s On

IN THE  
MOOD!
The East Coast Swing Band will 
be in town for an ‘In the Mood’ 
evening of Big Band music on 
Saturday October 29th.

The venue for what promising to be 
a great evening of swing music, is 
Morpeth Methodist Church beginning 
at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £6 and are 
available from the Church or by 
telephoning (01670) 511078.

Two storytime sessions for children are being organised in half-term by 
Waterstones book store in Morpeth.

The first – 2pm Tuesday October 25th – features environmentalist Ben Grimsdale who 
has written ‘How can we help Roly the Hedgehog.’  His stories are aimed at three to 
seven-year-olds and delivered whilst dressed as a giant hedgehog.

For the second session of Thursday October 27th, again at 2pm, Lucy Farfoot will host 
a pyjama while she reads her children’s story ‘Light Beaver’ from her newly-published 
‘Faber Book of Bedtime Stories.’ Both events are free to attend.

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 
MORPETH EVENTS
Charity Christmas Card gift sale 
and coffee morning with home-
baked scones.  Support some of 
your favourite charities including 
Age Concern, RNLI, British Heart 
Foundation, Young Lives Versus 
Cancer, Christian Aid, Barnardo’s, 
Save the Children, Guide Dogs for 
the Blind.  Entry free and lift  
access. Saturday October 15th,  
10am to Noon.  

Tea Time Talk with Roger Hawkins on 
19th Century Healthcare for the Poor.  
Cream scones, tea and coffee, all for 
£3.  Thursday November 10th at 2pm

Christmas Coffee Morning with sale 
of festive decorations.  Saturday 
December 10th from 10am to Noon,

Annual Community Carol Service.  
Begin the Festive Season with an 
evening of favourite Christmas 

Carols.  Everyone welcome.  Monday 
December 12th at 6.30pm.

Christmas Concert with the Mid 
Northumberland Chorus.  Tickets 
are £7 and are available from choir 
members or by calling (01670) 515870.   
Saturday December 17th, 7pm.

CONCERT 
FOR HENRY 
CHARITY
In keeping with its tradition of 
supporting local charities the 
next Bewick Orchestra concert 
will be in aid of the Henry Dancer 
Days charity set up in 2012 in his 
memory by his mum Jane Nattress 
after Henry lost his life to bone 
cancer at the age of just 12.

The charity now provides support for 
children suffering from bone cancer, 
and their families.

The evening programme which 
will be conducted by Robin Forbes, 
includes popular pieces by Mozart, 
Gounod and Saint-Saens and the 
soloist for the concert will be Iona 
Brown, well-known throughout the 
region not only for her membership 
of the Royal Northern Sinfonia.

The Bewick Orchestra concert takes 
place on Saturday October 15th at 
St James Church, Morpeth, starting 
at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £10 (children 
free) and will be available at the door.

Celebrate Bonfire Night with a bang 
at this year’s spectacular show 
staged by Morpeth Rugby Club at 
its Mitford Road ground on Sunday 
November 6th.

Gates open at 5pm with the Bonfire 
being lit and the firework display 
starting at 6pm.

Admission is £6 (U12s £4) payable by 
cash only at the gate.  A full range of 
refreshments will be available and a 
bar will also be open.

TIMES FOR A STORY!

BONFIRE NIGHT  
IN MORPETH
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Autumn is the garden’s sleepy 
season, the slow exhale of 
nature slumbering to its 
much needed rest after the 
frenetic months of exuberant 
displays and bountiful produce. 
Exhausted trees can hold on 
to their leaves no longer as the 
hues around us change from 
emerald green to a cosy russet. 

The strange thing is there is never a 
sadness with the passing of summer, 
instead an eager sense of anticipation 
that autumn brings; crunchy leaves, 
warm jumpers, the smell of cinnamon 
and spiced pumpkin soups and the 
possibilities of next year’s garden 
jotted down or sketched out beside 
a crackling fire with a soothing hot 
chocolate. Autumn is not so much a 
farewell to summer as it is the considered 
preparation of next year’s garden, so don’t 
store the spade away just yet as there is 
still much to do!

Space, balance & structure
We are all guilty of overcrowding plants 
in our borders, squeezing in just one 
more plant to that tiny patch of bare soil. 
The reality is that for the best displays 
and healthiest plants they need to breathe 

and grow into a space rather than be 
shoehorned in. Dig up and move any 
that are in the wrong place and split 
perennials that are becoming too large 
to bulk up plant stocks. Pay particular 
attention to the overall height of plants 
within your scheme to ensure a balanced 
display with larger plants at the back of a 
border and smaller towards the front.

Bulbs galore
Now is the time to plant bulbs for spring 
displays such as daffodils, tulips, iris and 
alliums. Consider planting in deeper pots 
and layering bulbs for a prolonged and 
more varied display.

Nature’s gift
Autumn leaves quickly turn from a 
stunning display to a slippery nuisance. 
Rake up fallen leaves, spread out over 
the lawn and run over the top of them 
with a mower. Store the chopped up 
leaves in plastic bags with holes poked in 
or add them to compost for the best soil 
conditioner money can buy. 

Save money,  
plant bare root
Nurseries add a premium to potted plants 
to cover the cost of compost, especially as 
growers move to a peat-free solution. Save 

money by ordering bare root specimens 
of trees, shrubs and roses and let them 
establish in the ground in the dormant 
seasons ready to burst into life in spring. 

2023 crops
Get ahead in the allotment by sowing 
hardy peas and beans, garlic cloves, 
onion sets and spring cabbage for early 
cropping next year. Frost protect with 
cloches or fleecing in particularly cold 
or wet positions. Consider sowing bare 
vegetable beds with a green manure 
such as mustard, grazing rye or trefoil to 
suppress weeds and dig in once wilted to 
add nitrogen and other nutrients back to 
the soil. 

Lift & protect
If the first frost hasn’t already hit…you 
know it’s only a matter of time. The key is 
to lift and store tender plants before the 
first frost. Pot on pelargoniums, cannas 
and fuchsias. Dig up dahlias, cut back the 
stems leaving around two inches left on, 
wash all the soil off and turn the tubers 
upside down to dry for two weeks. Once 
dry, cut off any soft tubers and store in 
either vermiculite or wrapped newspaper 
somewhere frost-free. It is worth lifting 
and drying bedding corms or bulbs such 
as begonias before storing to save money 
on next years displays.

Our gardening columnist Ross Pearson says now is the time to 
prepare for next year’s garden even as we welcome in Autumn.

Not so much a farewell to summer, 
as a time to prepare for next year!

Gardening with 
Ross Pearson
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JULIE’S TILES 
AND BATHROOMS

Unit 13 Armstrong Court, North Seaton Ind. Est., Ashington, NE63 0YB

Tel: 01670 520 030

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BATHROOMS, TILES AND ACCESSORIES

WALK-IN
SHOWER
DEAL
1700mm x 700mm Low profile tray
1000mm x 8mm Screen
Twin-head shower
90mm Turbo waste

COMPLETE 
FURNITURE 
PACK
Basin and unit
BTW Pan with SC seat and unit
Concealed cistern
Mono tap and clicker waste

www.julies-bathrooms.co.uk

£595
Inc. VAT

£495
Inc. VAT

NOW OPEN - GED'S TILE FACTORY 
1000’S OF STUNNING TILES IN STOCK, ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
GREAT RANGE OF OUTDOOR TILES 20MM THICK
100’S OF DELUX SHOWER WALL CLADDING DESIGNS
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While other banks are closing in your area, 
we’re committed to Morpeth and giving you 
access to the everyday financial  
services you need.

Has your  
local bank 
closed? Lee,  

Morpeth Branch Manager

newcastle.co.uk

Find us at: 14 Market Place, Morpeth 
or call us on: 01670 514702 

Newcastle Building Society Principal Office: 1 Cobalt Park Way, Wallsend, NE28 9EJ. Newcastle Building Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Newcastle Building Society is entered in the Financial Services Register under number 156058. You can check this on the Financial 
Services Register or by contacting the Financial Conduct Authority on 0800 111 6768. Visit us online www.newcastle.co.uk


