
 

   
 

To: ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
You are summoned to attend the Full Council meeting to be held at 6:30pm on 
Wednesday 16th November 2022 in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall, Morpeth 
 
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below. 

 
Mrs Tracey Bell 
Clerk to Morpeth Town Council 

11th November 2022 

OPEN SESSION 
 

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to or draw relevant 
matters to the attention of the Council, prior to commencement of business. This is for a 
period of 20 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements 
 

• Usual rules about recordings apply. 

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply. 
 

2. Mayoral Announcements 
 

• There will be a Mayor’s Charity Curry Night at the Tandoor Mahal on Tuesday 
22nd November 2022 6pm to raise funds for the 4th Morpeth Scout Hut. 

• There will be a Community Carol Service on the Market Place on Saturday 17th 
December, starting at 4.30pm. 

• The St Patrick’s Day themed Mayor’s Ball will take place on Saturday 18th March 
2023. 

 
3. Apologies for Absence 
 
 
 



 
 

   
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
 
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for 
matters set out within this agenda.  

 
5. Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2022 

 
To approve the minutes of the above meeting, see appendix A. 

 
6. Civility and Respect Pledge 
 

Members are provided with the National Civility Pledge, attached appendix B, for 
approval. 

 
7. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
 

Reports are attached, see appendix C. 
 

8. Strategic County Councillor Updates 
 

Members are provided for information with the County Councillor updates, see 
appendix D. 
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MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Council Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 
2022 at 6pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth  

Present: 

Councillors:  A Byard   - Mayor

D Bawn 

J Crawford 

M Greveson 

H Hall 

R Hogg 

S Peacock 

J Richardson 

J Wearmouth 

R Wearmouth (arriving 6:05pm) 

Clerks: Mrs T Bell - Town Clerk

Mrs J Wilson  - Deputy Clerk

Miss K Carter - Committees and Communications Officer

Absent Councillors: E Skinner - Holiday

E Miles - Business

B Bawn - Personal

J Clayton - Business

A Cochrane - No apologies received

Open Session 

There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a question on this 

occasion. 

43/22 Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

• Usual rules about recordings apply

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply

44/22 Mayoral Announcements 

• The St Patrick’s Day themed Mayor’s Ball will take place on Saturday 18th March 2023

at Pleased to Meet You. Tickets will be £45 each.

• The Food and Drink Festival takes place on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd October 2022

on Bridge Street. The Town Council have sponsored the Demonstration Kitchen which

will be outside of the Town Hall.

Appendix A
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• The Mayor is taking part in a sleep out on the Market Place on Saturday 8th October 

2022 to raise money for Wansbeck Valley Food Bank. 

• There will be an Ageing Well Information Fair on Wednesday 12th October 2022 10am-

2pm.  

• The Mayor took part in the Great North Run on Sunday 11th September 2022, she has 

raised £1,800 for Wansbeck Valley Food Bank.  

 

45/22 Declarations of Interest 

 

The Chairman received no declarations of interest on this occasion. 

 

46/22 Minutes of the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making Ceremony held on Wednesday 

11th May 2022 

 

The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record. 

 

RESOLVED  

 

(i) That the Minutes of 11th May 2022, a copy of which had been previously circulated to 

each Member, be approved, and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 

 

47/22 External Audit 

 

Members were advised that the external audit for 2021/22 has been completed and were 

provided for consideration and approval the external auditor’s report.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) Members unanimously approved the external audit. 

 

48/22 Strategic Objectives Update 

 

Members were provided for information with the strategic objectives update. 

 

The Clerk gave a brief outline of the update and added that there will be additional trees 

planted at Deuchar Park next month. 

 

Cllr Peacock enquired about the progress of the Community Orchard project. 

 

The Clerk advised that the consultation is ongoing until the middle of October. The results 

of the consultation will be fed back into the Finance and General Purposes committee 

meeting. 

 

Cllr Greveson enquired if the Town Council were relaunching their Local Loo Scheme. 
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Cllr Byard advised that she had visited local businesses to deliver a letter and enquire if 

they would like to take part in the Local Loo Scheme, which allows members of the public 

to use the business’ toilets without having to buy anything. This is ongoing and to date one 

response has been received.  

 

Cllr Byard enquired if there will be any Christmas events at the Pavilion Café. 

 

The Clerk advised that preparations are underway and enquiries are currently being made 

with a variety of entertainment, art and craft providers. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted. 

 

49/22 Representatives on Outside Bodies 

 
Members were provided for information with the Outside Organisation reports. 

 

Cllr R Wearmouth advised that the Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT) are still 

investigating the possibility of a theatre in the town. Preliminary designs have been drawn 

for the space above Wetherspoons to include 3D simulations. The next step is to develop 

a business plan to ascertain the feasibility of the project. 

 

GMDT have now moved from their office in the Carlisle Park Lodge to the newly 

refurbished train station.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted. 

 
50/22 Strategic County Councillor Updates 

 

Members were provided for information with the County Councillor updates. 

 

Cllr D Bawn advised that the traffic diversion on Cottingwood Lane to allow access to the 

St Georges estate is being monitored as residents of Cottingwood Lane have raised 

several concerns.  

 

Cllr R Wearmouth advised that the new leisure centre is due to open in seventeen weeks. 

The pool will be filled shortly. 
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RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted.  

  
There was no other business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 6:17pm with 
Councillors, D Bawn, A Byard, J Crawford, M Greveson, H Hall, R Hogg, S Peacock, J 
Richardson, J Wearmouth and R Wearmouth present.   
 



Civility and Respect Pledge 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC), the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC), 
and One Voice Wales (OVW), believe now is the time to put civility and respect at the top of 
the agenda and start a culture change for the local council sector.  

By our council signing up to the civility and respect pledge we are demonstrating that our 
council is committed to treating councillors, clerks, employees, members of the public, 
representatives of partner organisations, and volunteers, with civility and respect in their 
role. 

Signing up is a simple process, which requires councils to register and agree to the following 
statements:  

Statement Tick to agree 

Our council has agreed that it will treat all councillors, clerk and all 
employees, members of the public, representatives of partner 
organisations, and volunteers, with civility and respect in their role. 

Our council has put in place a training programme for councillors and 
staff 

Our council has signed up to Code of Conduct for councillors 

Our council has good governance arrangements in place including, 
staff contracts, and a dignity at work policy. 

Our council will commit to seeking professional help in the early 
stages should civility and respect issues arise. 

Our council will commit to calling out bullying and harassment when if 
and when it happens. 

Our council will continue to learn from best practice in the sector and 
aspire to being a role model/champion council e.g., via the Local 
Council Award Scheme 

Our council supports the continued lobbying for the change in 
legislation to support the Civility and Respect Pledge, including 
sanctions for elected members where appropriate. 

Definition of Civility and Respect 

Civility means politeness and courtesy in behaviour, speech, and in the written word. 

Examples of ways in which you can show respect are by listening and paying attention to others, having 
consideration for other people’s feelings, following protocols and rules, showing appreciation and thanks, 

and being kind. 

Appendix B



Reports re Outside Organisations 

Organisations Councillor Report 

Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade Harry Hall Nil report received. 

Hunter Memorial Homes Shirley Peacock Nil report received. 

Millennium Green Mike Greveson Nil report received. 

Morpeth Heritage Network Alison Byard 

Looking at Community Heritage Actions in the MNP.  Next meeting at PTMY 
at the kind invitation of Barry Ladhar.  Since the removal of GMDT to the 
Railway Station, our regular meeting place has been changed to the Chantry, 
with gratitude to the Woodhorn Trust. 

Greater Morpeth Development Trust Justin Clayton Nil report received. 

Hollon Trust 
Alison Byard (Trustee until 
Sept 2025) 

A successful annual Tea took place in the Town Hall on 5th November, as 
specified by Richard Hollon (the date of he and Mary's wedding anniversary).  
We have 70 'annuitants' over 75 who are invited with the trustees.  They 
enjoyed a 'boxed tea' of various sweet and savoury treats and musical 
entertainment from Youth Trustee Ava and her friend Tom.  Rev Julian 
Sanders was our guest speaker. 
Finances healthy.  We continue to support residents in need. 

Markets Advisory Group Justin Clayton Nil report received. 

Town and Parish Liaison Andy Cochrane Nil report received. 

NCC Local Area Council 
Alison Byard 
Rachael Hogg 

Nil report received. 

Climate Change Steering Group Andy Cochrane Nil report received. 
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County Councillor Updates 

Cllr J Beynon 

The Goosehill car park should be open in the next 7 to 10 days (fingers crossed) the 
other main item is we launched The Bread-and-Butter thing in Stobhill this week. It is 
a very exciting project which will help up to 80 residents every week with 3 bags of 
groceries to the value of at least £35 for £7.50. 

Appendix D
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