
 

   
 

To: ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
You are summoned to attend the Full Council meeting to be held at 6pm on Wednesday 
28th September 2022 in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall, Morpeth 
 
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below. 

 
Mrs Tracey Bell 
Clerk to Morpeth Town Council 

23rd September 2022 

OPEN SESSION 
 

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to or draw relevant 
matters to the attention of the Council, prior to commencement of business. This is for a 
period of 20 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements 
 

• Usual rules about recordings apply. 

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply. 
 

2. Mayoral Announcements 
 

• The St Patrick’s Day themed Mayor’s Ball will take place on Saturday 18th March 
2023 at Pleased to Meet You. 
 

3. Apologies for Absence 
 
 
 
4. Declarations of Interest 

 
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for 
matters set out within this agenda.  



 
 

   
 

 
5. Minutes of the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making ceremony held on 

Wednesday 11th May 2022 
 
To approve the minutes of the above meeting, see appendix A. 

 
6. External Audit 
 

Members are advised that the external audit for 2021/22 has been completed and 
are provided for consideration and approval the external auditors report, see 
appendix B. 

 
7. Strategic Objectives Update 
 

Members are provided for information with the strategic objectives update, see 
appendix C. 

 
8. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
 

Reports are attached, see appendix D. 
 

9. Strategic County Councillor Updates 
 

Members are provided for information with the County Councillor updates, see 
appendix E. 
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MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting & Mayor Making Ceremony of the Town Council 
held on Wednesday 11th May 2022 in the Ballroom of the Town Hall, Morpeth 

Present: 
Councillors:  D Bawn - Mayor

B Bawn 
A Byard 
A Cochrane 
J Clayton (arriving at 6:09pm) 
J Crawford 
R Hogg 
E Lawson 
J Richardson 
E Skinner 
R Wearmouth 

Clerks: Mrs T Bell 
Mrs J Wilson 
Miss K Carter 

Absent Councillors: M Greveson  - Holiday
H Hall  - Holiday
S Peacock - Holiday
J Wearmouth  - Business

62 members of the public were also in attendance. 

Welcome 

The Mayor opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and expressing how much he had 
enjoyed his two years in office. Thanks were given to Morpeth Town Council (MTC) 
Councillors, staff, his consort, Betty Bawn and his Chaplain, Rev. Simon White, and to the 
Deputy Mayor, Rachael Hogg, for their support. 

The Mayor was pleased to announce that he has raised £25,729.53 throughout his two 
years in office for Contact Morpeth Mental Health.  

01/22 Election of Mayor of Morpeth Town for the Year 2022/2023 

Proposals for Mayor for the forthcoming year were invited. 

Councillor Byard was proposed by Councillor D Bawn and seconded by Councillor 
Cochrane.  

A vote was taken, 10 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstention. Congratulations were extended to 
Councillor Byard. 

Appendix A
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The Mayor announced that her Escort for the year will be Mr Steve Byard and the Mayor’s 
Chaplain will be the Rev. Anthony Oakley. 
 
The Mayor announced that her charity fundraising this year would support a different 
charitable group for each event.  
 

02/22 Election of Deputy Mayor of Morpeth Town for the Year 2022/2023 
 
The Mayor invited proposals for Deputy Mayor. 
 
Councillor Crawford was proposed by Councillor Byard and seconded by Councillor D 
Bawn. 
 
A vote was taken: 10 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstention. 
 
Congratulations were extended to Councillor Crawford. 
 

03/22 Declarations of Interest  
 
The Chairman received no declarations of interest on this occasion. 
 

04/22 Membership of Committees, Working Groups and Outside Bodies 
 
Members were requested to approve the membership of the Committees, Working Groups 
and Outside Bodies and the Chair and Vice-Chair of each committee. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) The membership of all committees, and Chairs and Vice-Chairs were unanimously 

agreed. 
 

06/22 Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 16th March 2022 
  
 Members were asked to approve the above minutes. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) The above minutes of Full Council be approved and signed as a correct record by the 

chair. 
 

07/22 Meeting Timetable 
 
Members were asked to approve the 2022/23 Meeting Timetable. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

(i) The meeting schedule was unanimously approved. 
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08/22 Internal Audit 
 
Members were provided for information with a letter from the internal auditor following 
completion of the internal audit.  
 
The Clerk gave an overview of the role of the Internal Auditor. 
 
RESOLVED 
 

(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) The Internal Audit report was unanimously approved.  

 
09/22 Annual Governance and Accountability Return – 2021/22 

 
The Clerk introduced the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021/22 for 
approval. 
 
(a) Members were asked to approve the Annual Governance Statement. 

 
A vote was taken: 11 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 

 
(b) Members were asked to approve the Annual Accounting Statements. 

 
A vote was taken: 11 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 

 
RESOLVED 

 
(i) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section1). 
(ii) To approve the Annual Accounting Statement (Section2). 
 

10/22 General Power of Competence 
 
Members were asked to approve the ongoing eligibility to use of the General Power of 
Competence as per the Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed 
Conditions) Order 2012 and Localism Act 2011, on the basis that both the Clerk and 
holds the mandatory Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) qualification and 
that more than 2/3 of the Council has stood for election in May 2021. 
 
A vote was taken: 11 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Members approved the ongoing eligibility to use the General Power of Competence. 

 
11/22 Standing Orders 

 
Members were asked to approve the updated Standing Orders, including the 
Scheme of Delegation. 
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RESOLVED 

 
(i) Standing Orders were unanimously approved. 

 
12/22 Financial Standing Orders 

 
Members were asked to approve the updated Financial Standing Orders. 
 
RESOLVED 

 
(i) Financial Standing Orders were unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting concluded at 6:34pm with Councillors B Bawn, D Bawn, A Byard, A 
Cochrane, J Crawford, J Clayton, R Hogg, E Lawson, J Richardson, E Skinner, and R 
Wearmouth.  
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Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 

In respect of Morpeth Town Council – NL0100 
ow 

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that 
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full 
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.  

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on 
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ . 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a 
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which:  

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2022.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 

None  

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 

External Auditor Name 

External Auditor Signature 27/07/2022 Date 
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Environment 

Objective Actions Timescale Progress

Proactively support 

Northumberland County Council 

Climate Change plan 2021/23 

Investigate the possibilites of reinstating the Community Orchard 

at Allery Bank via a feasability study
Ongoing

Landscape analysis and initial proposals completed. In the process of obtaining detailed costings. Consultation 

ongoing via Forum in July, Website and Inside Morpeth magazine.

Continue to support annual tree/hedge planting throughout the 

town 
Ongoing

Hedge planting ongoing at communal orchard plot on Middle greens allotment site. Application submitted to NCC for 

additional trees around the edge of Storey Park site.    

Investigate the possibility of planting a tree canopy / walkway to 

commemorate the Queens Jubilee
Completed Jubilee tree planted in each ward. 

Investigate additional sustainable planting throughout the Town 

to compliment the existing planting schemes  
Ongoing

Two beds in Deuchar park have been replanted as sustainable. Perennail plants will continue to be introduced at the 

Pavilion site.  

Work in partnership with NCC to identify potential additional 

wildflower sites
Ongoing Three trial sites are ongoing in the town this will be evaluated at the end of the season.

Investigate the possibility of introducing additional planned 

walking and cycle routes through the Town
2022/23 Awaiting information from NCC the planned routes.

Investigate the possibility of utilising technology to support the 

traditional signage throughout the Town
2022/23

The Town Council has introduced an online asset map which signposts all assets owned by MTC. Continuing to 

support and work with More in Morpeth - www.moreinmorpeth.co.uk to advertise the town and what is available.  

Continue to lobby NCC on traffic issues which need improvement. 

Particularly at peak times 
Ongoing The Planning Committee take into consideration the impact on traffic prior to commenting on applications.. 

Facilities

Objective Actions Timescale Progress

Maintain and improve Morpeth's 

parks play areas and community 

facilities 

Continue to replace play equipment as necessary to ensure a safe 

environment for children. 

Ongoing for 

Spring 2022

Improvements to Carlisle Park play area scheduled for the autumn. This includes removing the old climbing frame and 

adding additional equipment and replacing the surfacing which is damaged and worn.  

Work in partnership to identify potential upgrades to Carlisle 

Skatepark
Ongoing Consultation ongoing via Morpeth Forum in July 2022, website and Inside Morpeth.  

Work in partnership to identify potential upgrades to cycle track Ongoing No plans from NCC to date.

Work in partnership to improve the football pitch and facilities Ongoing NCC are in the process of working with Morpeth Football teams to identify potential improvements at the Common.

Continue to improve the green space surrounding the Pavilion Ongoing Work continues at the site to introduce sustainable planting as well as seasonal planting.

Investigate potential uses for the outdoor space at the Pavilion - 

ice risk, outdoor cinema, crazy golf and winter wonderland
Ongoing Investigations ongoing regarding potential uses and costings for 2023/24 season. 

Continue to work in partnership to support events in the Town 

Centre. Christmas light switch on, Food& Drink Festival. 
Ongoing

Food and Drink Festival will take place on 1st and 2nd October. The festival spans the whole of Bridge Street with over 

100 food and drink traders serving everyone with their amazing local goods. At the bottom of Bridge Street, next to 

the Chantry, there is a live music stage which will have many local acts on throughout the weekend.MTC have 

sponsored the Demo kitchen. Full information available at More in Morpeth website. Christmas will begin in Morpeth 

on 19th November with a 2 day Christmas Market in Bridge Street. Activities will be planned up to Christmas to 

encourage people to shop local and support local traders.    

Continue to work in partnership to improve the Market provision
Ongoing for 

2022 

Sanderson Acade are continuing to add new markets to attract new customers. A Makers and Street food markets 

have proved popular. Work is ongoing to advertise the events and monitor footfall.  

Continue to work in partnership to improve the town centre and 

the nightime economy
Ongoing

MTC/Sanderson Arcade/ Chamber of Trade/NCC continue to work together to improve the events planned in the 

town. 
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Tourism

Objective Actions Timescale Progress

Improve Morpeth's tourism 

potential

Actively engage with NCC on the future use of the current leisure 

centre site via the Morpeth Forum consultation process
TBC Consultation will take place via the Morpeth Forum in due course. 

Continue to explore opportunities regarding potential future 

development of a heritage /arts /theatre centre
Ongoing 

Consultation was undertaken via the Morpeth Forum in July 2022 to encourage new volunteers to assist. Further 

discussions are ongoing with external partners regarding the possibility of a theatre site.  

Request that NCC refresh their local loo scheme in Morpeth so 

that an up to date list can be produced and widely advertised  
Ongoing

NCC unwilling to assist in refreshing their Local Loo scheme. MTC are in the process of engaging local businesses to 

reintroduce the loo scheme.



Reports re Outside Organisations 

Organisations Councillor Report 

Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade Harry Hall Nil report received. 

Hunter Memorial Homes Shirley Peacock Nil report received. 

Millennium Green Mike Greveson Nil report received. 

Morpeth Heritage Network Alison Byard 
Next meeting on Tuesday 27th Sept. We now meet at the Chantry due to the 
imminent removal of GMDT from the Park Lodge to the station. 

Greater Morpeth Development Trust Justin Clayton Nil report received. 

Hollon Trust 
Alison Byard (Trustee until 
Sept 2025) 

Finances healthy. 
Working with me/MTC/NCC on forthcoming Ageing Well information fair in 
the town hall on Wed 12th October 10 - 2pm.  Many organisations attending 
to give out information to Seniors on staying healthy, well and socially 
involved.  Refreshments by Contact Mental Health. 
Also preparing for the Hollon Tea on 5th November in the town hall. 

Markets Advisory Group Justin Clayton Nil report received. 

Town and Parish Liaison Andy Cochrane Nil report received. 

NCC Local Area Council 
Alison Byard 
Rachael Hogg 

Nil report. 

Climate Change Steering Group Andy Cochrane Nil report received. 
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County Councillor Updates 

Cllr J Beynon 

I think the very sad loss of the Queen has hit everyone, and it was fantastic to see 
the very large turnout for the royal Proclamation at the Town Hall, and how many 
shops stayed close on the day of Her Majesty's Funeral. Only 2 or 3 items to 
mention, the lights on the pelican crossing on shields road have been repaired again, 
the on-going saga with the pigeon lofts in the avenues still continues, but we are 
making progress (slowly). There is a problem at the rear of Goose Hill, water is 
leaking from an outlet drain onto the path by the river; I've spoken to Northumbrian 
Water on a few occasions, and I've been told it's in hand.  

Cllr R Wearmouth 

I have had some tidy up work done by estates on the overflow car park at Merely 
Croft. 
NCC have contacted myself and MTC re a 20mph zone at Abbeyfields which I have 
responded to.  
I have had a further meeting with GMDT re the possibility of a theatre in the coliseum 
site which was very interesting albeit a lot more work needs to be done to develop 
the concept. 
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