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Editor of Inside Morpeth

Ian Leech

Morpeth is rightly proud of its schools and the 
wonderful start they give in life to their pupils 
and students, and in this edition of Inside 
Morpeth we look at the very different work 
being done in two of them - Collingwood and 
Abbeyfields - and also the way more of them 
are taking a lead in addressing the problems of 
climate change.

We report on how some of the media students at Collingwood set 
about recording an interview with the redoubtable author Ann 
Cleeves when she was in Morpeth to take part in the town’s first 
book festival, as well as looking at how Abbeyfields First School 
pupils are uniquely benefitting from its ground-breaking Forest 
School to learn about the great outdoors.

The Three Rivers Trust climate champion Paul Carvin also writes 
exclusively for us about how pupils and students at its nine schools 
are committed to making the real changes that will address climate 
change, and outside the mainstream schools private educators 
Maximize Education reveal how they plan to offer scholarships 
through a charitable foundation that will give more youngsters the 
chance to benefit from the academic tuition they offer.

Music, of course, plays a huge part in the curriculums of our 
schools, and we talk to Robin Forbes, who is retiring from his post 
as Head of Music at King Edward’s, while we also pay tribute to 
the remarkable Gillian and Ken Irvine who have organised the 
ever-popular series of concerts that have kept lunchtime concert 
audiences royally entertained for so many years.  Co-incidentally, 
among the most popular of those concerts have always been those 
presented by the school’s music students, often led by Robin Forbes.  
We wish Robin, Gillian and Ken, well in their retirements.
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Carter-Smith
Planning Consultants
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www.cartersmithplanning.co.uk

Get in touch, we would be happy to help you with your project
whatever the size!

FIRST CONSULTATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE

Tony Carter has held 
senior roles in Local 
Authority and Private 
Sector Planning for over 
20 years giving him the 
knowledge and 
experience to help you 
with all of your planning 
and property needs.
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Planning 
Consultants
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planning needs
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In that time the couple have 
brought scores of musicians 
from some of the finest 
orchestras in the country,  
as well as giving budding  
young local music makers  
and choirs, the chance to 
entertain their own town 
audiences at St George’s  
United Reformed Church.

Ken and Gillian ‘inherited’ the concerts 
from Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust some 17 years ago, with audiences 
around 30 and a bank balance in the red.  
Since then, however, numbers attending 
concerts have peaked at 180 and a healthy 
bank balance has been built up, enabling 
top quality musicians to be invited to play 
at the concerts while admission charges 
have been kept to a minimum.

“It has been a real success story,” said 
Gillian. “We have seen the concerts go 
from strength to strength and we have 
enjoyed every minute of it.” 

Over the year’s musicians from the Royal 
Northern Sinfonia, English National 
Opera, Northern Opera, Saddlers Wells 
along with students from the Royal 
Academy of Music, the Royal College of 
Music, the Royal Northern College of 
Music and the Scottish Conservatoire, 
have all entertained Morpeth’s lunchtime 
concert audiences who have also listened 
to international jazz and folk musicians.

Equally popular, however, have been 
concerts featuring local young music 
makers and singers while the concerts 
have also raised funds to support the 
purchase of instruments for music 
students as well as financing their 
expenses whilst at music colleges.  

In addition, the concerts have supported 
local and national charities with 
donations, including to Ken and Gillian’s 
own family charity ‘Henry Dancer Days’ 
set up in memory of their young grandson 
Henry who lost his life at the age of just 

12, to osteosarcoma.  Set up by his Mum 
Jane in his memory, Henry Dancer Days 
gives grants to support children and their 
families coping with the devastating 
impacts of childhood cancers, as well 
as organising distraction storytelling 
sessions for children in hospitals all over 
the country.

Having reached ‘certain ages’, however, 
Ken and Gillian have decided in their own 
words, to ‘quit whilst we are winning!’  It 
is a decision, they say, that has not been 
made lightly, but one they feel the time is 
right to now make.

As well as assisting Gillian with the 
organisation and administration  
work involved in staging the concerts,  
Ken - a highly accomplished pianist -  
has regularly been the accompanist to 
fellow musicians.

They say, however, they will where 
possible organise one-off concerts like the 
one featuring Bradley Cresswick to mark 

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

“We feel we have been so privileged to 
have had the opportunity to provide the 
lunchtime concerts at St George’s and to 
also have gained so many friends through 
them,” said Ken.

Editor’s Footnote.  I have had the great 
privilege of knowing Ken and Gillian as 
good friends for many years, and since 
I launched Inside Morpeth they have 
been among the stalwart providers of 
items for our events’ diary pages to let 
local people know what is happening in 
the area.  Morpeth can consider itself so 
fortunate that Ken and Gillian Irvine have 
given up so much of their own time to 
organise their lunchtime concerts which 
have brought such a great deal of joy and 
pleasure to so many music lovers in town. 
I wish them well in their ‘retirement’ and 
add my thanks to those of so many others, 
who appreciate and value what the couple 
have done for music lovers in Morpeth for 
so many years.

Mr & Mrs 
Music

End of musical era 
for Gillian and Ken
Morpeth’s ‘Mr & Mrs Music’ - Ken and Gillian Irvine - have decided to step down from 
organising the lunchtime concerts which have been such a hugely popular attraction in the 
town for nearly two decades. Ian Leech reports.

Ken and Gillian Irvine pictured after their farewell lunchtime concert, with musicians Jessica Graham, 
Rachel Jeffers and David Murray, whose performances were a fitting finale to the contribution they have 
made in Morpeth over so many years.
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Collingwood 
School

Our school has fantastic state-
of-the-art media facilities 
and the Trust felt this was a 
great opportunity to utilise 
this resource to produce 
video interviews with authors 
participating in the Festival 
including Ann Cleeves the 
internationally acclaimed 
author of the ‘Vera’ series  
of books.

At the school we felt this was 
an amazing opportunity for 
our students and also an ideal 
chance to further contribute 
to the community.

We are always keen to 
develop partnership working 
and this was such a superb 
opportunity for us to make a 
real impact within our local 
community and promote the 
pleasure of reading, whilst 
also developing our students’ 
skills and showcasing their 
exceptional talents.

As Brian Cosgrove, 
Collingwood’s Media Lead, 
added: “A real-world 
commission is a fantastic 
way to develop the skills 
of our young people in a 
professional context.  From 
research to writing the 
questions and even creating 
the final edit, everything you 
see in the video is the work of 
our students.

“We are extremely proud of 
Collingwood’s young people 
and of the quality of the films 
which they have created.”

Francis Holland, our school’s 
‘writer in residence’ who 
worked closely with the 
young people conducting the 
interviews, said: “The Festival 
was a fantastic chance for  
our students to learn more 
about the opportunities that 
reading for pleasure and 
writing can bring.  They 
were particularly inspired 
by meeting local writers and 
learning from them.”

Ethan, a 6th Form student 
who worked on the 
production and editing of 
the films, said it felt like 
an immensely valuable 
experience. “I love media,” 
he said. “Producing videos to 
real deadlines for clients, has 
given me a taste of the kind of 
career I want to follow after 
school.  I had to come into 
school on a Saturday for the 
Ann Cleeves interview, but it 
was really worth it!”

Readers of Inside Morpeth 
who want to view the videos 
made by the school students 
can log on to https://
collingwoodconnect.co.uk/
morpeth-book-festival

Morpeth students host
a ‘chat-show’ with Ann

Author Ann Cleeves is pictured after chatting with Collingwood students, with 
Gillian Linkleter, Frances Holland and students Matthew, Corey, Ethan, Carla 
and Oscar

Collingwood School and Media Arts 
College is a special school in Stobhillgate, 
Morpeth, which meets the needs of pupils 
aged from two to 19 years old from across 
Northumberland. Head Teacher Gillian 
Linkleter explains in this Inside Morpeth 
article how Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust invited Collingwood to become actively 
involved in the recent Morpeth Book Festival
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Abbeyfields  
First School

In this exclusive Inside Morpeth report Ross Pearson, the Forest School Leader at Morpeth’s 
Abbeyfields First School explains how pupils - and parents - are benefitting from its ground-
breaking Forest School and unique Outdoor Education Centre.

The great outdoors is top of 
the class at Morpeth school

Abbeyfields First School hits 
the map as one of the leading 
outdoor education settings 
nationally with the addition of 
a ground-breaking classroom 
that breaks the mould of 
conventional learning.

The gentle popping from a wood burning 
stove, the murmur of hushed excitement 
as a stag strides through a wildflower 
meadow, the aromatic smell of wild garlic 
drifting over shaded ancient woodland – 
not the average school environment for 
most children today.  Outdoor learning 
however is nothing new to the pupils of 
Abbeyfields First School, both old and 
new. Inside the four walls of every school 
classroom up and down the country, 

children gain extensive knowledge set 
out in the National Curriculum that 
is required to achieve a well-rounded 
education. As vital as this is, they are 
sedentary, sealed off from the natural 
world outside. Yet being outdoors has 
untold benefits for children that cannot 
be achieved in the confinement of a 
classroom both physically and mentally.

As far back as 2008, Abbeyfields 
introduced Forest School activities as 
part of their curriculum offer, long 
before any other schools in the North-
East of England, to get children outdoors 
as much as possible and expand their 
avenues of learning. In a short space of 
time, Abbeyfields Forest School became a 
centre of excellence acting as the hub of 
the Northumbria Forest School Network, 

supporting practitioners around the 
region to share ideas and improve and 
promote good practice. 

Fast forward 14 years and Abbeyfields 
has once again pushed the boundaries of 
conventional learning by constructing an 
Outdoor Education Centre like no other. 
The impressive building constructed by 
North-East based Green Roof Structures, 
has been designed with sustainability and 
the environment as its most important 
considerations. From the living sedum 
roof, volcanic rock insulation and 
sustainably sourced wooden structure, 
to the wood-burning stove, rainwater 
collection and bat boxes -  everything 
about this building teaches children about 
the impact we have on our environment 
and how to live in harmony with it. 

Children having fun in their outdoor lessons
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The school witnessed the hugely 
positive impact that learning outdoors 
through Forest School has on every 
child by building their confidence and 
independence, improving communication 
and social skills, developing resilience, 
nurturing empathy for others and 
for nature, improving physical and 
mental health, honing knowledge and 
understanding of the natural world, 
managing and self-evaluating risks – the 
list is endless. Not content with simply 
providing Forest School sessions for 
every pupil, Abbeyfields has taken an 
unconventional and innovative approach 
to learning – if a lesson can be taught 
outdoors, it should be. The new facilities 
enable the school to take every lesson 
outdoors by utilising the impressive 
resources in the Outdoor Education 
Centre (OEC). 

Gone are the days where pupils must 
sit at desks learning from textbooks 
or endless computer presentations. 
The lucky students at Abbeyfields can 

experience Science, Geography, English, 
Maths, Design and Technology and Art 
lessons outdoors utilising the breath-
taking grounds to their advantage. A Year 
1 science lesson based around plants 
and their biology previously carried out 
in a classroom  now takes advantage 
of the facilities by collecting specimens 
outdoors and viewing them closer under 
microscopes and digital visualisers in 
the OEC. Year 3 shake off the shackles of 
classroom learning about soil science by 
getting their hands dirty in the award 
winning RHS 5-star rated allotment and 
carrying out soil experiments under 
the cover of the OEC canopy, designed 
to enable lessons to be taught outdoors 
even during the harshest of weather 
conditions. A Year 4 English lesson based 
around creative writing previously taught 
indoors, now consists of suiting up head to 
toe in waterproofs and wellies, grabbing a 
clipboard and heading off to the adjacent 
ancient woodland to sit under the shade 
of a 300-year old beech tree and be 

immersed in nature.  This is education 
as it should be – a truly inspirational 
experience that captivates young minds 
and allows them to access their learning 
in a way that doesn’t feel like a chore. 

Added to this, Abbeyfields extends this 
unique learning experience to parents 
too through special after school events, 
from bat nights where experts bring 
professional bat detection equipment for 
all to use, to camping weekends where 
adults get to be a child again, toasting 
their own marshmallows by the fire, 
climbing trees and observing the badgers, 
foxes and deer at dusk from a purpose-
built wildlife hide. As the schools motto 
states, ‘Abbeyfields First School is Special’ 
and the children of Morpeth are going 
to benefit hugely from this both now 
and in the future. It is hoped that the 
Outdoor Education Centre sparks a love 
of the environment and inspires the next 
generation of custodians of the natural 
world around us.

Abbeyfields  
First School

Studies in concentration and some bug surprises!
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Climate  
Change

At the Three Rivers Learning 
Trust, we are committed to 
doing all we can to address 
climate change. All our schools 
have signed up to “Lets Go 
Zero” - a national campaign to 
get schools carbon zero by 2030. 

That’s a huge challenge but transforming 
our schools will help safeguard the planet 
for future generations. 

To become carbon zero, our schools 
through all their activities and purchasing 
won’t contribute to climate change 
through carbon emissions. 

Key areas for us to focus on include: 
energy use, travel, waste, water, 
purchases, food and school grounds.

We are undertaking this journey at  
a time when the Government and  
the local council have declared  
climate emergencies. 

Furthermore, we are following science 
which tells us that action is needed now. 
In the words of Sir David Attenborough: 
“We’re facing a man-made disaster 
of global scale, our greatest threat in 
thousands of years - climate change. If 

we don’t take action, the collapse of our 
civilisations and the extinction of much of 
the natural world is on the horizon.”

However, we are convinced that by being 
confident, positive and proactive we can 
make a difference. And we are not alone. 
The government believes that education 
must lie at the heart of the country’s 
response to climate change. 

Indeed, it is a key factor and requirement 
of the Paris Climate Agreement which 
states that “countries should empower 
all young people in the importance of 
conserving and protecting our planet, as 
well as developing the skills needed to 
solve the problems.”

Surveys we have conducted of our staff 
and students show high levels of concern 
and support for taking action. There is 
every indication that the general public 
shares our concerns and also want to 
know what they can do to make  
a difference. 

Schools like ours are really well placed to 
take a lead - 1 in 6 people have a contact 
with a school every day and all the school 
grounds in England are bigger than the 
three largest National Parks put together.

We’ve lots of things going on already. Our 

board of trustees has appointed a  
climate champion and we now have 
someone to coordinate this work in  
each school. 

We’ve given our staff resources and 
opportunities to find out more about 
climate change and are developing  
a comprehensive plan of action 
towards 2030. 

We are reflecting on how we can best use 
the National Curriculum to teach about 
climate change and are using enrichment 
opportunities like assemblies, visits, clubs 
and others to really make a difference. 

Each school now has a student group 
focusing on climate change and are 
helping to guide the actions we take.

We are also working with lots of other 
groups and interested individuals to 
amplify the difference we can make. We’d 
love more people to engage and help us. 

Please contact climate@the3rivers.net  
Finally, we’re doing lots to get our school 
grounds and buildings fit for the future - 
renewable energy, low energy bulbs, solar 
panels, tree planting and more. 

So far we’ve saved over 250 tonnes of CO2 
per year, but still a long way to go! Join us!

The Three Rivers Learning Trust’s Climate Champion Paul Carvin writes exclusivey 
for Inside Morpeth, about how its schools are ensuring they, their pupils and students are 
committed to making a real difference in addressing climate change. The Trust’s schools are 
King Edward VI High; Newminster, Chantry and Rothbury’s Dr Thomlinson Middle Schools; 
Abbeyfields, Stobhilgate, Thropton and Harbottle Primaries. 

Our schools are taking 
lead on climate change

Morpeth’s Bluebell Woods on the doorstep of Three Rivers Trust schools
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Double curtain-call on 
music teaching career
Two farewell concerts one following straight on after the other, will bring down the curtain  
on the 35-year teaching career of Morpeth’s King Edward VI School’s Head of Music  
Robin Forbes, writes Editor Ian Leech.

The first from 6pm to 8.30pm 
on Saturday July 9th in the 
Lower School Hall, will be 
performed by students from 
the school choir, orchestra, 
Steel Pans, ceilidh and jazz 
bands, before the evening 
moves a few hundred yards 
down Cottingwood Lane to  
St James’ Church at 9pm, 
when some of his former 
pupils will take “A Trip Down 
Memory Lane’ to present 
their concert featuring a 
diverse range of music styles 
from opera to rock, blues to 
jazz, classical compositions 
to numbers from musical 
theatre, folk and gospel music. 

Tickets for both concerts 
are available for donations 
of a suggested £5 minimum, 
from the school’s main office, 
telephone (01670) 515415.  All 
the proceeds will go towards 
supporting schools in war-
torn Ukraine.

Coming from a musical family, 
it was perhaps no surprise 
Robin chose music as a career 
and after graduating from 
Edinburgh University, he 
taught for nearly 10 years 
down south before moving to 
take up his post in Morpeth 
in 1996.

When he arrived at KEVI,  
the school had only one  
music classroom, and three 
small practice rooms, nosily 
located near the kitchen.  
Now, as he leaves, music is 
taught in the school’s stand-
alone Music School with its 
own teaching studio, a dozen 
practice, performance and 
rehearsal rooms.

The school now has an 
80-strong choir, symphony 

orchestra, rock, folk and 
ceilidh bands, a community 
jazz band, and the popular 
Steel Pans band.  Students 
have moved on from KEVI 
to study music at prestigious 
colleges including Harvard 
in the USA, while other gifted 
musical technicians have 
found work in the production 
and recording side of the 
music industry.

Out-with the classroom, 
Robin Forbes has made major 
contributions to the musical 
life of the school by, for 
instance, leading tours abroad 
with students singing and 
playing in locations such as 
St Mark’s Basilica in Venice; 
cathedrals in Florence and 
Barcelona; and churches in 
Austria and Switzerland. 
“Visiting some of the places 
we have created experiences I 
hope will live forever with our 
students,” he said.

Equally, students have had the 
chance to star in the school’s 
own productions of some 
of the box-office smash-hit 
musicals such as Annie, West 
Side Story, Grease, My Fair 
Lady, Jesus Christ Superstar, 
and Sister Act to name a few.  
“Again, having the chance to 
play starring roles in these 
productions, has proved to be 
memorable experiences for 
our students,” said Robin.

Away from school, Robin, 
an accomplished pianist 
and violinist, has put his 
conducting skills to good 
use locally as one the 
conductors sharing the baton 
at concerts by the Bewick 
Orchestra, which incidentally 
was formed in 1995 by a 
predecessor KEVI Head of 

Music Michael Doswell and 
his wife Sarah who was  
also the music head at the 
Morpeth Girls’ Grammar 
School, and the Mid-
Northumberland Chorus.

Music will still feature heavily 
in retirement however, as he 
has plans to teach the piano 
part-time as well as continuing 
with his conducting duties at 
the Bewick Orchestra and the 
Mid-Northumberland Chorus.  

Reflecting on his career at 
King Edward’s, Robin Forbes 
told me it has been a pleasure 
and privilege to work with so 
many talented young people, 

and he hopes a legacy he  
will leave behind, is that he 
has been able to broaden  
the diversity of music his 
students have been able to 
play and enjoy.  

“I am hugely going to miss 
school, teaching, and guiding 
our students and pupils to 
enjoy their music,” he said.  
“But, it is time to move on 
to a new phase of life. I will 
continue teaching piano and 
conducting and hopefully, 
 I will even have a little  
more time to spend at  
my allotment!”

Farewell 
Robin Forbes

Robin Forbes, retiring as KEVI’s Head of Music
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LET'S GET
LEARNING
TOGETHER

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929
or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

32a Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
www.maximizeeducation.com

Our Mission is to build confidence in learning among our 
students; to take the stress out of exam preparation; to 
encourage our young people to be the best they can be;  
and to enjoy the time they spend with us.

Register now for 2022 – 2023 academic year
as centre-based tuition is in high demand and places are limited

Make the most of the summer months to prepare for the transition 
to high school, GCSEs or ‘A; Levels.  Book now for summer 
tutorials in preparation for September 2022 assessments

Work for Maximize!  Now recruiting tutors for next academic year, 
so join our team of centre-based and online tutors delivering private 
and Government-supported educational support for Key Stage 1.  
Tutor opportunities in English, Biology, Economics, Geography, 
Business Studies and Computer Science.
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Maximize 
Education

Scholarships’ chance of a  
lifetime for local students
The mantra of Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson in the lead-up to the last election 
was that if re-elected his Government 
would rigorously pursue what has 
become known as his policy of ‘levelling 
up’ the gaps between the more and the 
less prosperous areas of the country.

His aim was to redress the balance 
between socially and economically 
distanced communities around the UK 
to bring about a fairer distribution of 
opportunities for all.

Recently, Education Secretary Nadhim 
Zahawi revealed that he wants to see free 
tuition for students and pupils struggling 
with their studies, to ensure no child 
is left behind because their families 
can’t afford the personalised additional 
educational support outside of school, that 
would benefit their children.

Closer to home, Morpeth-based Maximize 
Education has shown it is one step ahead 
of the Government, however, by launching 
its very own levelling up initiative 
through a ‘sister’ charitable foundation, to 
address what its management team sees 
as an unprecedented opportunity to give 
more young people the chance to benefit 
from the kind of out-of-school supportive 
academic tuition it provides.

 As Maximize Education founder and 
director Christine Jamieson, told Inside 
Morpeth, the aim of the Foundation is  
to provide sustained parent-led one-to-
one support for children no matter what 
their backgrounds.

“Having successfully developed our 
academic support brand Maximize 
Education which now offers learning, 
guidance and alternative education 
to students across the UK, we want 
to expand the positive impact of 
individualised one-to-one tuition to as 
many students as possible to ensure that 
academic confidence and examination 
success is not compromised by socio-
economic division and disadvantage,” 
Christine said.

Knowing that only a small proportion 
of students and their families can take 
advantage of the opportunities for 
additional learning that educators such 
as themselves can offer, has prompted 
Maximize to try to find a meaningful 

solution by providing free or subsidised 
access to the sort of support that can help 
young people to maintain their academic 
progress and build-up their confidence to 
enable them to reach their full potential.

Maximize Education has an enviable 
track-record of assisting students and 
pupils to improve in subjects they may 
be falling behind in, as well as boosting 
their confidence, supporting youngsters 
to prepare for and gain excellent 
examination grades, as well as being 
successful with university or college 
applications.  It has a strong team of 
qualified tutors working either from 
its base in Newgate Street, Morpeth, or 
online, covering an extensive range of 
curriculum subjects right up to GCSE  
and A Levels.

The mission of the Foundation, 
said Christine, will be to support 
disadvantaged and deprived student, 
some of whom may be among the 4.3 
million children in the UK now living in 
child poverty; youngsters with special 
educational and psychological needs 
or those whose studies may have been 
disrupted by lost school days because of 
the covid pandemic; as well as developing 
a network supported by professional 
guidance to assist parents and teenagers 
to cope with the stresses of life.

“We believe that this small investment we 
can make at an individual level, will offer 
a significant contribution to the broader 
agenda of levelling up from the grass 
roots,” she said.

The initiative will work, said Christine, by 
offering free or subsidised tutorial places, 
through scholarships to be determined 
by a panel of trustees which will be 
established by bringing together people 
with legal and governance knowledge, 
financial management experience 
and a passion for enhancing academic 
opportunities for young people.  

Applications to qualify for a scholarship 

will be through an uncomplicated parent-
led form signposted and available through 
information points such as schools and 
other agencies.

Tuition for those granted scholarships 
will be available at the Maximize offices 
in Newgate Street, Morpeth or online, 
but the Foundation also plans to work 
with local partners to open tuition points 
in more rural locations or in areas of 
deprivation.

“Final criteria for allocations is still to be 
determined by the governing body which 
we are now at the point of recruiting, 
but I envisage we will be able to offer 
scholarships covering one full academic 
year of around 39 hours, or a full tuition 
term of 13 hours,” said Christine.

“Funding and sponsorship bids are being 
pursued to create a grant fund and we 
will establish a panel of trustees to take 
on the role of guiding the direction of 
our Foundation as well as allocating the 
scholarships and with this in mind, I am 
trying to bring together a skill-base level 
of expertise within the board reflective of 
our aims and objectives.”

Christine is now inviting anyone 
interested in becoming a trustee of the 
Maximize Education Foundation to 
contact her via maximizeeducation@
gmail.com

The sort of people she is hoping to 
recruit, will have legal and governance 
knowledge, financial management 
experience, allied to a passion for wanting 
to give more young people enriched life 
and career opportunities.

“Levelling up opportunities for young 
people, is at the core of our initiative,” 
she said.  “Supporting more young people 
along their academic journey opens 
up ever broadening life opportunities 
and offering our support to a wider 
demographic will ensure more children 
can maximize their amazing talents.”

ADVERTORIAL
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Nobody does it batter!

They called in David Miller, lead trainer 
of the National Federation of Fish Friers, 
who just also happens to own and run 
with his son Nick, the chippie in the 
Yorkshire village of Haxby that has been 
voted the UK’s No. 1 fish and chip shop!

Duncan spent a week watching and 
learning at their shop in Haxby, before 
David travelled north to Cresswell to 
advise about the right equipment to 
install; the finest quality fish to fry; 
the best potatoes for the chips; how to 
make the most scrumptious batter; and 
ultimately the perfect way to fry the fish 
and chips!

The result is that the Drift Café is now 
serving the tastiest fish’n chips around 
as I can personally verify having enjoyed 
a helping – purely in the interests of our 
readers, of course!

It’s another good reason, therefore, 
for visiting The Drift, rated now as the 
most popular seaside café along the 
Northumberland coast, and the only one 
from the County named in a survey by 
none other than The Times newspaper,  
of what it calls the top coastal cafes in  
the country.

It’s all a far cry from the day nine years 
ago when the couple, who were living 
in Morpeth at the time, decided to take 
the gamble of buying what was a near-
wrecked and abandoned café which, 

however, had in its favour, the fact that it 
was no more than a stone’s throw away 
from one of the most magnificent of 
Northumberland’s beaches.

A year of hard graft which saw Duncan 
sleeping on a stone floor at night to 
safeguard the work they had already done 
at the premises, led to them re-opening 
The Drift in 2014, and it becoming an 
almost overnight must-stop destination 
for walkers – with or without dogs – and 
bird watchers out to enjoy all Druridge 
Bay had to offer them.

At first, Duncan and Kate ran the business 
almost single-handedly, with just nine 
tables and 28 seats for customers.  Today, 
the couple employ 50 staff, can cater for 
more than 250 ‘guests’ inside the café 
or sitting in their outdoor areas which 
also include a marquee and a vintage 
1954 Guy-Arab double-decker bus once 
in service with the former Birmingham 
Corporation, which Duncan bought on a 
whim from eBay! 

The first meal of the day at The Drift, is, 
of course, breakfast ranging from a bacon 
sarnie to a Full English and everything 
in between, followed by lunches and 
afternoon teas, freshly made on the 
premises.  Home-made cakes, scones and 
sweet treats, salads, toasties, pies, jacket 
potatoes and sandwiches are always on 
the menu throughout the seven-days-a-
week the café is open.

Now, Duncan and Kate have invested in 
a newly-built self-contained fish and chip 
shop at The Drift.  “We want to serve the 
best fish and chips we can which is why 
we sought David’s help and advice,” said 
Duncan.  “He has so much knowledge and 
understanding of every aspect of serving 
up the very best fish and chips, which for 
him is almost an art and a science, from 
preparing the fish, to mixing the perfect 
batter and choosing the right potatoes  
for chips.”

Taking his advice, The Drift uses the 
freshest Icelandic cod, while their chips 
are cut from potatoes grown and supplied 
by Particularly Good Potatoes which 
featured on The Hairy Bikers show when 
Dave Myers and Si King visited the family 
farm at Wooler.

Customers can also wash down their 
 fish and chips with a craft ale from 
another Drift Café local supplier, the 
Allendale Brewery.

“We have gone for the best advice, and 
the finest fish and chips we can get for 
our customers and it is paying off because 
customers seem to love what we are 
serving them,” said Duncan.  

But, don’t just take Duncan and Kate’s 
word for it.  Give their fish and chips – 
along with the rest of their menu – a try 
for yourselves!

Drift Inn Chippy
Cresswell

If you want to be the best at what you do then it pays to learn from the best... 
and that’s exactly what owners Duncan and Kate Lawrence decided to do 
before opening a fish’n’ chip take-away at their Drift Café at the Cresswell 
entrance to the glorious Druridge Bay, writes Inside Morpeth’s Ian Leech.

Ciara Douglas and Joel Lynn  - ready with more delicious fish dishes
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Freshest Icelandic 

Cod served with 

Northumberland-grown 

chips from Wooler’s

Particularly Good 

Potatoes as featured on 

the Hairy Bikers tv 

programme
Serving daily from 11.30am-6pm

(Longer hours in the summer)

fish&chips

Cresswell, NE61 5LA
01670 861 599 or 07967 586 510
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Gardening  
Tips

Says our new Inside Morpeth columnist Ross Pearson

Plenty to do in the 
garden over summer...

It’s official - summer has 
arrived. Gone are the chilly 
spring mornings and grabbing 
a coat ‘just in case’. The longest 
day of the year is finally  
here and with it comes the 
seemingly never-ending days 
of medicinal sunshine and 
rejuvenating heat. 

There’s plenty to do in the garden but 
don’t forget to stop and enjoy all the 
hard work you have put in up to date. 
Whether it be a G&T or a cup of tea, grab 
a beverage, dig out the deckchairs and 
enjoy. On the off chance you do manage to 
tear yourself away from sunbathing, here 
are the jobs to be getting on with around 
the garden.

Water, water, water

Unlike a panting pooch searching for 
shade and guzzling from its water bowl, 
plants have no choice but to stay put 
and wait for you to give them their next 
refreshing drink. Water pots, hanging 
baskets and borders generously at the 
base of each plant early in the day or late 
in the evening. 

Greedy plants

Regularly feeding plants is a must in 
summer to maximise flowering displays 
and further establish those that were 
moved in spring. When feeding you have 
two main options, liquid or granular. 
Liquid feeds such as seaweed or tomato 
feed are great for combining with your 
watering routine to boost flower and 
fruit production; little and often is the 
key. Granular feeds such as slow-release 
fertilisers or blood, fish and bone (if you 
can stand the smell!) are a one season 
quick fix for all round plant health. When 
buying a fertiliser, look on the packaging 
for three numbers in a ratio; nitrogen (N): 
phosphorus (P): potassium (K). Each one 
equates to a part of the plant, leaves (N): 
roots (P): flowers/fruits (K). Choose the 
highest value for whichever part of the 
plant you want to target feed.

DIY money saving tip

Homemade ‘compost tea’ makes a 
superb cost-effective all-round fertiliser. 
Simply half fill a bucket with homemade 
compost, fill to the top with water and 
leave for one-two weeks. Drain off the 
liquid and use to return those precious 
nutrients back to the plants.

Blooming good displays

Deadhead spent flowers to prolong 
displays and encourage new blooms. 
Replace any finished or tired looking 
annuals in hanging baskets to get the most 
out of your display. Cut back perennials 
after flowering such as geraniums, 
oriental poppies and alchemilla to 
encourage a second flush of blooms in 

late summer. If you have not yet done 
so, make sure you stake up any tall 
perennials to prevent a sorry looking 
floppy display. Get the most colour out 
of your garden by planting autumn 
flowering bulbs such as nerine, amaryllis 
and autumn crocus.

Summer snip

Prune plums to avoid the risk of silver 
leaf disease and magnolias once in full 
leaf to prevent dieback from winter 
pruning. Keep hedges and topiary tidy 
with a tight haircut and stop ‘Clematis 
montana’ looking overcrowded next year 
by pruning out older growth.

Plot to plate

Harvest courgettes when the fruits are 
small and delicious to encourage more 
flowers and heavier cropping. Sow French 
and runner beans direct to extend your 
cropping season. Plant ‘catch crops’ 
such as gem lettuce or radishes to fill the 
empty space and any gaps in harvests. 
Now is the time to sow brussels sprouts, 
turnips, cauliflowers and cabbages for a 
productive autumn/winter plot.
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For a no obligation
free estimate
call us on 01670 516815

A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES
YOU CAN RELY ON

Owner Scott Bousfield and his family 
provide  professional top quality 
flooring services  specialising in 
luxury vinyl floor tiles, carpets, safety 
flooring vinyl for residential and 
commercial premises.

From visiting Brooke in the 
showroom at Pegswood, to a free 
measure from Scott and expert fitting 
by Roan, every Wansbeck Carpet & 
Floor experience will be personal, 
friendly, easy and enjoyable.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm;
Friday 9am to 4pm; Saturday 10am to 3pm
Closed Sunday

Come and visit our showroom at:

Unit 2a Pegswood Industrial Estate,
Morpeth NE61 6HZ
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Morpeth  
Park Run

Simply a run  
- or a walk -  
in the park!
Or maybe joining the thousands of others 
lining up with their fellow runners, 
joggers and even walkers, in towns, cities 
and villages the length and breadth of 
the country to enjoy the camaraderie and 
spirit of togetherness of an early Saturday 
morning spot of exercising in the safe and 
pleasant surroundings of their local park?

If so, in Morpeth that, of course, means 
Carlisle Park where Saturday morning 
runners have been a familiar sight for the 
past two years.

Parkruns are now something of a global 
phenomenon, but they began in the 
smallest of ways 18 years ago when Paul 
Sinton-Hewitt organised the first one 
around Bushy Park in London.

Since then the idea of a Saturday morning 
run in the park has spread around 
the world with nowadays thousands 
of people of all ages from children to 
nonagenarians, donning their gear for 
their weekly outing in their local park.

And the beauty of the Parkruns is that 

anyone can take part without necessarily 
having all the expensive running kit; they 
are all free to enter; and it doesn’t matter 
if entrants are going for a PB (personal 
best) or simply aiming to reach the 
finishing line no matter how long it takes!

With regard to the Morpeth Parkrun, two 
of the local organisers Debs Evans and 
Paula Cromar, explained that entrants 
start off from around Carlisle Park’s 
children’s play area and the paddling 
pool, and make their way along the 
riverside promenade to the footbridge 
over the river at the end of High Stanners 
before circling back around the 5k course 
(that’s 3.1 miles in ‘old money’).

The majority of runners are locals 
although sometimes entrants come from 
further afield because they want to say 
they have entered as many Parkruns as 
possible.  Recently, for example, a family 
of four, travelled to Morpeth to stay the 
weekend purely to complete the Carlisle 
Park-run.

It is not a race as such although for the 

record, the two fastest male and female 
entrants were at the time of writing, 
James Tilley and Catriona Frances 
Macdonald.  “It’s more about being part of 
a community event in a safe and pleasant 
environment of our park, having fun 
and getting some exercise,” said Debs. 
As Paula added: “No one is ever last no 
matter how long it takes them, because 
we have tail-runners following everyone 
along the course.”

Like every other Parkrun, the Carlisle 
Park event relies on the support of 
volunteers to set out and marshal the 
course, as well as recording times, and 
newcomers are always welcome to help 
out even if they don’t want to be runners 
or walkers themselves.  For anyone 
wanting to run the course or volunteer to 
help run the event, it couldn’t be easier.

Simply log-on to the Morpeth Carlisle 
Parkrun page to find out more details – 
first-time entrants have to register and 
again it explains how to do that – to be a 
runner or walker, or, indeed, a volunteer 
in such a fun and enjoyable event. 

What will you be doing this 
coming Saturday morning?  
Having a well-deserved lie-in 
after a busy week at work or 
doing the hundred-and-one jobs 
that need to be done to keep 
day-to-day life ticking over?  
Perhaps having a leisurely late 
breakfast, or a read through the 
Saturday supplements?  

Runners ready for the off and the happy volunteers who support the park run
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Plan for 
tomorrow, 
cherish the 
today
We know that family is the most important thing in 
your life. So it’s good to know that, with the right advice, 
transferring wealth to loved ones can be extremely easy 
– as well as immensely rewarding.

Whether it’s helping youngsters onto the housing ladder, 
contributing to a grandchild’s education or a parent’s care 
fees, we can help you share your wealth whilst you’re still able 
to see the joy that it brings.

We offer a friendly, approachable service backed by the strength 
and security of FTSE 100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 
Management; and being local means we’re here to help whenever 
you need us. Please do get in touch for a chat.

SJP11496b V2 (09/20)

SJP11494b V1 A4 Advert_Intergen.indd   1SJP11494b V1 A4 Advert_Intergen.indd   1 29/11/2019   14:5629/11/2019   14:56
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TMP WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD 
Senior Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management 

01670 505333
info@tmpwm.co.uk
www.tmpwealthmanagement.co.uk 
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Morpeth  
Book Festival

More than 600 people attended a busy 
two-day programme organised by Greater 
Morpeth Development Trust and the 
Northumberland Library Service in 
Morpeth, and the overwhelming feedback 
from those questioned was that they 
strongly support the second Book Festival 
being held in the town next year.

Some 30 authors and poets took part in 
the inaugural festival which took as its 
theme ‘the importance of reading for 
well-being and mental health’ particularly 
given the impact of the covid pandemic on 
so many lives.

One aim of the festival was to be 
‘inclusive’ so there was a spread of  
events for all ages and interests from 
adults to children, plus people with 
hearing loss or partial sighting with a 
focus on audio books.

The sessions focused on seven major 
genres – poetry, crime fiction, historic 
fiction, travel, dystopian writing, 
children’s books and sight impairment – 
with events taking place in the recently 
opened Pleased to Meet You venue and 
Morpeth Library.

There were some notable highlights 
including two well-attended and popular 
‘in conversation’ sessions with local 
authors Ann Cleeves best known for her 
‘Vera’ and ‘Shetland’ stories along with 
their spin-office television series, and 
Mari Hannah who is hoping her DCI Kate 
Daniels’ books will become just a popular 
on television. I had the great privilege of 
hosting both conversations with Ann  
and Mari.

As we report elsewhere, young students 
from Collingwood School, Morpeth, were 
also able to able to record interviews they 
themselves researched and edited with 
some of the festival’s authors including 
Ann Cleeves, Trevor Wood, Robert Scragg, 
Miles Hewitt and Bridget Gubbins.

After the festival the organisers were 
delighted to receive positive comments 
about it, from Ann Cleeves and Mari 
Hannah who have both attended many 
similar events around the country.  Ann 
commented: “Morpeth was a lovely new 
book festival – welcoming, well organised 
and in a great venue,” while Mari added: 
“It’s always good to celebrate a new book 
festival.”

She said she enjoyed a ‘fabulous 
relationship with the readers of Morpeth 
who have taken my characters to heart.  
Readers I spoke to had a wonderful time 
and were all in favour of a repeat of the 
festival next year, which I would love to 
be part of.”

Frank Rescigno, Director of Arts & Culture 
at Greater Morpeth Development Trust, 
who played a central role in organising 
the festival along with Sarah-Jayne 
Kennedy Robson of the library services, 
said the success of the event had exceeded 
all their expectations.

“It was wonderful to see people turning 
out in such numbers, not only to listen 
to noted authors such as Ann and Mari, 
but the local writers and poets, who also 
contributed so much to the success of 
our festival as did our sponsors, along 
with Helen Stanton of Forum Books who 
splendidly supported us with her book 
stall all weekend plus staff from Pleased 
to Meet You.

“Overall, the festival was a great success 
and we can’t wait to do it all over again 
next year!”

Best-seller book festival!
The weekend of April 1st and 2nd next year is being earmarked as a prospective date for 
a 2023 Morpeth Book Festival following the success of the inaugural event just a few 
weeks ago, writes Inside Morpeth Editor Ian Leech.

Ann Cleeves and Mari Hannah who has agreed to be Patron of Morpeth Book Festival
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A new-look clubhouse is being 
redeveloped within the footprint of the 
existing building with an  expanded first 
floor sports’ bar and sponsors lounge, 
while on the ground floor an enhanced 
and stylish function suite will be created 
that will be ideal for wedding receptions, 
parties, anniversaries, meetings and 
corporate bookings.  These two event 
spaces are entirely separate, with their 
own toilet facilities and entrances.

The work has been in the planning stages 
for several years, with grants used to 
boost the club’s own reserves which it 
was able to put into the work, as well as 
members donations, sponsors support 
and a commercial bank loan.  Further 
fundraising cash donations, the club says, 
would also be very welcome and can 
be made through: www.justgiving.com/
campaign/Morpeth2022.

The work coincides with the 75th 
anniversary of the club which was 
founded just after the war as the Old 
Edwardians, the rugby football team of 
the Old Boys’ Association of King Edward 
VI Grammar School for Boys.

Simon Harries, chair of MRFC Facilities 
Development sub-group, told Inside 
Morpeth, that the work is essential to 
secure the future of the club.  “We are 
delighted to have been able to start work 
on the redevelopment of our clubhouse 
which will provide excellent new facilities 
for our players and members, but also for 
the wider Morpeth community.”

Behind the scenes the club has put 
together a team to support Simon to bring 

the plans to fruition, which includes Ken 
Fraser (Honorary Secretary), Simon Cox 
(Property Chair), Jane Sexton (Business 
Development Lead), Gary Stephenson 
(Clubhouse Manager); together with Kerry 
Stephenson (Events Manager) and Sandra 
Shaw who is in charge of catering.

Already they are hard at work promoting 
the new-look clubhouse and, as Jane told 
me, a wedding reception has been booked 
each weekend for the first two months 
of its re-opening.  The function suite, she 
says, will be capable of seating 250 guests; 
top quality catering will be available; and 
there is ample free parking in the Mitford 
Road club grounds.

Jane, who is a former regional manager 
for the Wetherspoons chain overseeing 
the running of 12 northern pubs, said: 
“When the work is complete the new 
clubhouse will offer superb amenities 
not just for Morpeth Rugby Club, but for 
anyone in the area to hire.”

The clubhouse, she said, is already a 
popular venue for weddings and parties, 
but they currently can’t be booked in the 

playing season when the First XV has a 
home match at Mitford Road.  The new 
configuration of the clubhouse, will, 
however, enable weddings and parties to 
be booked all year round as the enhanced 
stand-alone function suite will have its 
own separate entrance.

Events such as Christmas parties and a 
Country & Western festival, are already 
also being planned.’

Over its lifetime, Morpeth RFC has long 
been recognised as one of the leading 
rugby clubs in the North.  It operates four 
senior teams plus a ‘Ranters’ veterans 
side, with the First XV currently playing 
in the North 1 East league.  There are also 
excellent opportunities for youngsters – 
both boys and girls – to learn and enjoy 
playing rugby from the age of u6 Minis 
through to the Colts aged u17 / u18,  
who play in the Scottish Borders Colts 
league and finished a very respectable  
third last season.

Rob Parkinson, MRFC President, sums 
up the project: “Sitting at the gateway to 
the beautiful Wansbeck valley, Morpeth 
RFC has been an integral part of sporting 
life in the town for many years,” he said. 
“With this new exciting redevelopment 
the club moves into the next chapter of 
its rich history, proudly providing an 
enhanced experience not only for visiting 
teams, but also our Morpeth community 
at large. We invite you all to come along  
and experience everything we have to 
offer, whether it’s a quick stop off for a 
coffee, or by allowing us to cater for your 
special event.”

Work has started on an ambitious £600,000 investment by Morpeth Rugby  
Club in the clubhouse at its Mitford Road ground, reports Inside Morpeth Editor  
Ian Leech. The work is being done over the summer closed-playing weeks, and 
will be ready for the start of the new season in September 2022.

Tackling a big build!

“When the work is 
complete the new 
clubhouse will offer 
superb amenities not just 
for Morpeth Rugby Club, 
but for anyone in the 
area to hire.” Jane Sexton

Morpeth  
Rugby Club

Gary Stephenson, Simon Harries, Simon Cox and (right) Kerry Stephenson and Jane Sexton, part of the team planning the new-look clubhouse
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The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

TOWN CRYER!

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ 
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk 

Alison Byard dons 
the Mayor’s chain for 
unprecedented third time
I am delighted that my 
fellow town councillors  
have elected me Mayor  
of Morpeth for the third 
time and to wear again  
the beautiful, antique 
Mayor’s chain, which is  
like an old friend.

My predecessor Councillor David 
Bawn has worked very hard during 
his two years as Mayor, during the 
difficult Covid period when the usual 
events were not possible.  This makes 
his fundraising total of £25,729 for his 
charity Contact Mental Health even 
more of a remarkable achievement.  
Well done David and thank you.

A warm welcome to Councillor Jade 
Crawford, my Deputy Mayor.  Jade is 
a new, young Councillor, only elected 
last May and full of energy and creative 
ideas, including the Town council 
venturing onto Instagram to mark  
the Jubilee!

Life is returning increasingly back to 
normal and the town councillors are 
able to hold meetings once again in 
the council chamber.  It’s great to see 
the Town Hall used as it should be.  I 
look forward to meeting many other 
old friends at the town’s annual events, 

groups and charities as Mayor and 
to entertaining as many as possible, 
including the local school children, once 
again in the Mayor’s Parlour.  Please 
contact me direct or the town council 
staff on 01670 514314 if your group 
would like to visit.

Ukrainian refugees are at last starting to 
arrive in Morpeth.  I am sure we all wish 
them a warm welcome and pleasant stay 
in our town.  Thank you to those kind 
folk who have opened their hearts and 
homes to them.

Many of us were very sorry to hear 

of the death of former fellow Liberal 
Democrat councillor David Parker on 
11th May.  David served on the Borough 
Council from 1999 - 2009, the town 
council from 2003 - 2017 and was an 
Alderman and Anglican Minister.  He 
was a member of the Morpeth Flood 
Action Group and instrumental in the 
introduction of the Flood Re scheme 
which ensures affordable insurance for 
residents of flood risk areas.  David was 
liked and respected by all who knew 
him and will be greatly missed.

I feel fortunate to live in Morpeth every 
single day, for its beauty, its history, its 
thriving high street and last but certainly 
not least, its rich community life.  I want 
to celebrate this in my fundraising this 
year, promoting and raising funds at 
each event for a different local group, 
including the Scouts, our own Ellington 
Colliery Band and our floral clock – 
which will be planted up at the end of 
May to commemorate the Jubilee and 50 
years since its donation to the Borough 
in 1972!  Please look out for details of my 
events and support them.

On behalf of us all, I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish her Majesty 
continued health and happiness!

Councillor Alison Byard 
Mayor of Morpeth

Town Cryer
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Town Cryer

The Mayor, Cllr Alison Byard has hit 
the ground running and has already 
arranged two fundraising events, see 
details below

Saturday 9th July 2022, 7-11pm 

70's Flower Power disco
Including buffet and glass of prosecco, celebrating 50 years of 
our floral clock, at the St James Community Centre, Morpeth.  
Advance booking and payment via Morpeth Town Council on 
01670 514314, £20pp.  All proceeds to the Friends of Morpeth’s 
Floral Clock Committee.  Boob tubes and flares welcome but not 
obligatory!  Over 18's only. 

Monday 22nd August 2022, from 7pm

Ellington Colliery Band 
fundraiser at Lollo Rosso
Three course special menu, £25pp, advance booking and payment 
via Morpeth Town Council on 01670 514314, proceeds to support 
Ellington Colliery Band in the National Brass Band Championships 
in Cheltenham in September.

Bookings will be in 15 minute slots from 7pm, 25 people per slot, 
7pm, 7.15pm, 7.30pm and 7.45pm.

Mayor’s fundraising events

Morpeth Forum returns
Following a long break during 
the Covid Pandemic, the 
Morpeth Forum will once 
again have a drop-in session at 
Morpeth Town Hall for people 
to catch up on projects across 
our town.  

The Forum, which includes contributions 
from both the County Council  and Town 
Council, in addition to various groups in 
Morpeth will hold the event on Saturday 
9th of July between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm. 

This time around the County Council will 
have updates on the new Leisure Centre / 
Library / Northumberland Skills currently 
under construction at Gas House Lane; 
the refurbishment of County Hall; and 
works on the Goose Hill Car Park.  We also 
hope to be joined by the Council's climate 
change team who can discuss their work. 

Morpeth Town Council will update on 
the completed restoration of the Pavilion 
and St James Community Centre whilst 
also giving information on a planned 
Community Orchard.  The Town Council 
will also be seeking views on additional 

activities that could be provided in 
Carlisle Park such as an extension of the 
skate park. 

In addition, we hope to be joined by the 
Greater Morpeth Development Trust 
who, assisted by the Council, are seeking 
feedback on establishing a possible 
cultural venue / community theatre 
amongst a host of other activities.  Several 
other community groups and developers 
may also be attending.

Looking to the future we are keen to hear 
from residents on what they would like to 
see happen in the town following Covid.  
Councillors and Council staff will be on 
hand to hear your views and  feedback 
forms will be available for those who wish 
to provide written comments.  

Our town has remained a vibrant and 
beautiful place to live despite all the trials 
and tribulations of the last few years.  We 
are determined that continues to be the 
case in the future and hope to see you on 
the 9th of July so we can hear your views.

Councillor Richard Wearmouth 

Councillor for Kirhill
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Tributes to 
David Parker
Tributes have been pouring 
in from all quarters to 
former long-serving Morpeth 
councillor David Parker 
(pictured) who died recently.

A Liberal Democrat he served for 10 years 
as a borough councillor and another 14 as 
a town councillor.

An Anglican Minster, David Parker was 
involved in so many aspects of life in the 
town, and in particular was a key figure 
in campaigning for affordable insurance 
for people whose homes are at risk of 
flooding, following the 2008 floods which 
devasted Morpeth town centre.

Paying tribute to David Parker, Mayor 
Alison Byard said: “He was liked and 
respected by all who knew him, and will 
be greatly missed.”

Ex-Mayor’s ‘outstanding’ 
fundraising charity efforts
Retiring Mayor Councillor 
David Bawn was able to make 
a substantial donation to the 
Morpeth-based Contact group 
as his last duty before handing 
over the chain office to his 
successor Councillor Alison 
Byard, at the annual meeting of 
the Town Council.

Over his two years as Mayor, a term of 
office extended because of the Covid 
pandemic, Councillor Bawn organised 
a series of on-going fund-raising events, 
meaning he was able to hand over a 
cheque for £25,729.53 to Contact chair 
Rhona Dunn.

Thanking everyone who organised an 
event for him or made a cash donation to 
his charity, Councillor Bawn said he had 
been humbled by the support from people 
of all ages in and around the town.

“Even in such difficult times, the 
generosity of the people of Morpeth has 
been overwhelming and no words of mine 
are adequate enough to thank everyone 
who supported my charity, from the 
bottom of my heart,” he said.

Contact which was founded in 1986 as an 
independent charity to help people with 
mental health issues and their carers, is 
based in Morpeth but also spreads out 
into South East Northumberland.

It provides activities at its drop-in centre 
in the middle of Morpeth, such as arts and 
crafts, photography, IT or even just a pop-
in for a cup of coffee, to help its users cope 
with their issues.

After receiving the cheque Rhona 
paid tribute to what she called the 
‘outstanding’ efforts Councillor Bawn has 
made during his time as Mayor, to support 
their charity.

“The past two years have been very 
difficult and during lockdown it was 
impossible to stage events to support 
charities such as ours,” she said.  “But, 
Councillor Bawn continued to work 
tirelessly on our behalf and we can’t 
thank him enough for what he has done 
for us.  We rely so much on efforts like he 
has made, to keep us going and the money 
will be put to good use to support people 
who use our facilities.”

After just a year as a Morpeth 
town councillor, Jade Crawford 
has taken on the role of deputy 
to the newly-elected Mayor – 
and her next-door neighbour – 
Alison Byard.

Jade, who represents the Stobhill Ward 
on the Town Council, says she is looking 
forward to a new experience on the 
council, and getting more involved in 
community events around the town as 
Deputy Mayor.

She moved around the country to many 
different locations when she was growing 
as her family followed her father to 
different military postings but she has 
lived in Morpeth for the past seven years.

Before that she lived at her grand-
parents home whilst studying tourism 
and aviation at Newcastle College. After 
graduating, she decided to continue to 
make Morpeth home and she now lives 

with her grandmother Sue Maclennan  
in the town.

Workwise Jade is a customs’ broker at 
Newcastle Airport, where she is also 
taking flying lessons in an Cessna  
aircraft with the aim of qualifying for 
her pilot’s licence. Already she has flown 
solo in the aircraft which she says was a 
thrilling experience.

Between work and flying, Jade finds the 
time to serve her constituents as their 
local ward councillor as well as attending 
committee and full council meetings.

She says she is also relishing her role as 
Deputy Mayor supporting and working 
with Councillor Byard, adding: “Such an 
opportunity to serve as Deputy Mayor is 
one I could not turn down.”

Jade is Mayor’s high-flying deputy!

David Parker

Jade Crawford and Alison Byard

David Bawn
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MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS

MORPETH NORTH WARD
COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN 
M. 07947 248 220 
E. david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MIKE GREVESON 
M. 07989 036 909 
E. mike.greveson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR HARRY HALL 
M. 07792 427 020 
E. harry.hall@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG 
M. 07738 001173 
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ELAINE SKINNER  
T. 01670 512751 
E. elaine.skinner@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD
COUNCILLOR JUSTIN CLAYTON  
M. 07525 746 781 
E. justin.clayton@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ANDY COCHRANE 
M. 07976 666 869 
E. andy.cochrane@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ELISA LAWSON  
M. 07849 522 005 
E. elisa.lawson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JONATHAN RICHARDSON 
M. 07522 784 390 
E. jonathan.richardson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH 
M. 07808 804 345 
E. richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD
COUNCILLOR BETTY BAWN   
T. 01670 511101 
E. betty.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD   
T. 01670 515391 
M. 07963 306 549 
E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JADE CRAWFORD 
M. 07754 042 455 
E. jade.crawford@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR SHIRLEY PEACOCK  
M. 07545 934 945 
E. shirley.peacock@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH 
M. 07956 429 942 
E. johnny.wearmouth@morpeth- tc.gov.uk

Bus Shelters Litter Bins

Public Seating War Memorial

Play Areas and 
Paddling Pool

Allotments

Environment Events

Community 
Centre

Festive 
Lighting and 
Christmas Tree

TOWN COUNCIL SERVICES

COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES

Grass Cutting
Missed Bin 
Collection

Fly Tipping
Housing 
Benefits

Street 
Cleaning

Planning

Council TaxWaste Permits

PotholesParking Fines

Street LightingDog Fouling

COUNCIL MEETING TIMETABLE 

Meeting Timetable for May 2022.  All meetings will be held in 
the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, unless otherwise stated 
on the agenda. All Committee meetings commence at 6:30 pm, 
unless otherwise stated on the posters or website. 

Planning and Transport Committee 
13th July 2022

Finance and General Purposes Committee 
6th July 2022

SEE NOTICEBOARDS AND WEBSITE

Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website
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0 1 6 7 0  5 0 4 1 8 2
11 Chathill Close  Morpeth  Northd NE61 2TH
www.directhearingservices.com

STAN HERON RHAD

Free hearing test and assessment

Appointments in the comfort of your own home or come to 
me on Stobhill Farm with easy parking

All makes and models supplied and repaired

The latest technology - Bluetooth, wireless accessories, 
smartphone apps

27 years of experience

HCPC registered audiologist

Completely independent - unlike most high street companies

60 day no quibble full refund guarantee if not 100% satisfied 

If you’ve been quoted elsewhere, give us a call to see how 
much you could save.

Direct Hearing 
Services

£100 off.indd   1£100 off.indd   1 20/09/2021   12:3420/09/2021   12:34
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Rutherford & Co
ADVERTORIAL

As the weather turns warmer your 
skincare routine should change with it. 

•  Cleanse - Do this every night to remove 
dirt, oil, and makeup. Use a mild 
cleanser if you have sensitive skin.

•  Moisturise - This will help to  
nourish your skin and prevent it  
from drying out.

•  Essentials - Everyone has different 
needs for their skin, so include serums, 
essential oils, and other products in 
your daily routine.

Whether you are trying to brighten 
dullness or restore hydration, there are  
a host of new products to help your  
skin bounce back. 

Our friendly, knowledgeable beauty 
team is on hand with advice on the latest 
skincare products at our Clarins, Estee 

Lauder, Clinique, INIKA and Benefit 
counters.

After a long day is there anything  
more relaxing than an evening bath?  
We think not!

Enhance the experience with a little 
luxury from L’Occitane, Scottish Fine 
Soaps, Arran Aromatics, or the latest 
addition to our bath and beauty  
department, Molton Brown. 

Over the decades Molton Brown has built 
up a reputation for being London’s bath, 
body and beauty connoisseurs. Their 
perfumes, shower gels, body lotions, 
candles and hand care products blend 
exotic ingredients that produce bold 
fragrances and bright colours that stand 
out in any home. Molton Brown products 
have been blended in England since 1971.

Summer, with 
all the heat, 
humidity, and 
sunshine that 
it brings, can 
both benefit and 
damage your skin.

Skincare is vital in  
the summer months
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Home Instead

ADVERTORIAL

In 2019 Ed Stoker actually won the 
company’s ‘Care Professional of the Year’ 
award, while this year Lesley Hunter was 
just pipped for the title by being one of 
two runners-up from several hundred 
entrants from around the UK.

Recently, both Ed and Lesley were 
congratulated on their achievements 
as well as being thanked for their 
commitment and dedication towards  
the people they care for, by real and 
television ‘royalty.’

Ed, along with his wife Linda, was 
invited to a garden party at Buckingham 
Palace where they were introduced to 
William and Kate, the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge, while at a glittering 
ceremony at The Shard in London, Lesley 
met television ‘royalty’ in the shape of 
presenter Lorraine Kelly.

For Ed it was a case of ‘better late than 
never’ because his trip to the Palace had 
been delayed for two years because of 
Covid restrictions.

Both Lesley and Ed have worked for 
Home Instead for several years now, 
delivering their own style of personal  
care to the people they look after, and 
they enjoyed wonderful days out in 
London, to mark their achievements.

The couple are just part of the Home 
Instead team delivering quality care, 
personal and friendly services, to the 
older people they look after locally.  

Guy Kirk, owner and director of the 
company, said like the rest of his team, 
Lesley and Ed are totally devoted to their 
work and they people they care for.  

Ed, for example, gave up his own first 
Christmas Day with the company 
supporting two clients by helping one 
spend the day with their family and 
preparing a Christmas dinner for the 
other, whilst during the Covid lockdown 
Lesley painted brightly coloured stones 
which she ‘secretly’ left outside the front 
doors of her clients to add a little cheer to 
their lives at such a difficult time.

“We are so glad that Ed and Lesley were 
treated like royalty for the day because 
they are so dedicated and supportive of 
their clients,” said Guy.  “They deserve 
to be recognised for all the work they 
do, as do all our caregivers.  We are so 
proud - and so fortunate - to have such a 
wonderful group of passionate caregivers 
on our team who all go that extra mile for 
the people they care for and about!”

‘Royal’ days out for
two local caregivers

Ed Stoker with his wife Linda at Buckingham Palace garden party. Lesley Hunter with Lorraine Kelly at the award ceremony 

For the second time in three years a caregiver from local company Home 
Instead South East Northumberland, made it to the finals of its parent company’s 
prestigious national award ceremony.



L i ve  we l l , you r  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

 Contact us on: 01670 338542
homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland

independently owned and operated
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S E Rank & J E Watson is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).

To find out why, talk to us today about your car 
insurance needs.

Contact NFU Mutual Morpeth
Unit 6, Telford Court, Morpeth, NE61 2DB 
01670 511 252 

9 OUT OF 10 
CUSTOMERS RENEW 
WITH US EACH YEAR

THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
01670 512651

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

SERVICE
FROM

£95 INC VAT

MOT
ONLY

£35



Gymnast 
James Ash

James, who is studying for his GCSEs 
at the town’s King Edward VI School, 
will competitively pull on the GB 
vest for the first time when the 
championships are held later this 
year in Luxembourg. 

TeamGym competitively combines 
a series of routines using different 
apparatus and techniques – vault, 
floor, trampette and tumbling – with 
competitors having to demonstrate 
effective teamwork, great technique 
and spectacular acrobatic skills. 

A ten-strong team will compete for 
Britain at the Championships, with 
James the only gymnast from the 
North East chosen for the squad.

Over the next few weeks until the 
event is held, James will need to 
travel to London for 12 specialist 
training sessions in readiness for  
the championships in Luxembourg 
in September. 

James has been training as a 
gymnast since the age of five when 
his Mum Caroline spotted him  
back-flipping off the sofa at home, 
and thought it would be better for 
him to be shown how to do that 
safely!  Since then he has never 
looked back in the sport.

He first began training at the 
Northern Gymnastics Academy at 
Cramlington, before moving on to 
the Benfield Centre of Excellence 
where he trains under the expert 
guidance of its coaches, for at least 
20 hours a week.  At least five 
further weekly sessions at a Morpeth 
gym, help build up his strength and 
fitness levels.

James had to undergo rigorous 
qualifying sessions to get into the 
GB team, which he managed to 
complete despite agonisingly hurting 
his back during one of the first 
tumbling routines he performed.   
“As I was running down the track I 
felt my back pop, but knew I just had 
to grit my teeth because it was my 
one-and-only chance to get into the 
GB team,” he said.

“When I learned I had, I was buzzing 
and just so excited to be going to the 
European Championships, but I am 
also quite nervous at the thought of 
representing my country at such a 
major event.” 

As an up-and-coming sport, 
TeamGym funding is limited so 
James and his family – Mum 
Caroline, sister and brother 
Emily and Matthew – have 
to find at least £3,500 
towards the total cost of 
his kit, training, travel 
and accommodation in 
Luxembourg expenses, 
estimated to be nearer 
£4,500.

So, they have set up a 
crowd-funding page 
and are hoping local 
businesses may also be 
able to help sponsor James.  
Anyone who can help James 
with some support and funding, 
can contact him via  
carolineash@live.co.uk or logging  
on to www.JustGiving  
and searching for James Ash.

TeamGym GB call-up for 
young Morpeth gymnast
Sixteen year-old Morpeth student James Ash  
has been selected to represent Great Britain  
at the forthcoming junior European 
Championships at the sport of TeamGym,  
a natural extension of gymnastics with an  
added team element, writes Ian Leech.

James Ash - buzzing at being 
chosen for the GB squad
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That's all folks!

The credits are currently 
rolling on Alan's career as 
retirements beckons, the 
irony being he's spent most 
of his working life creating 
comfortable futures for people 
doing just that. Calling time on 
their working life. 

He'll spend many of his days on 
the river bank with a fishing 
rod, indulging in one of his 
life-passions. A hobby which 
once saw him create several 
angling videos produced by the 
media giant Warner Brothers. 
Although we're guessing Alan 
would have settled for best fish, 
rather than best picture. 

TMP Director, pardon the pun, 
James Richfield admits he's 
losing a star. "The depth of 
relationships he has with his 
clients is second to none. They 
all love him and he has been an 
integral part of their financial 
lives in some cases for 30 years 
or so. He is a bit of a legend 
in the office. He's critically 
acclaimed!!" said James.

Alan is bringing the curtain 
down on 22 years in Wealth 
Management with St James' 
Place and TMP. He's been been 
a Box Office smash with clients 
and staff.

"Not only has he amazing client 
relationships , his relationship 
with all the team at TMP is 
hugely valued by all. His life 
experiences and stories are 
legendary and when you throw 
a glass or two of red wine into 
the mix, become hilarious. His 
ability to create havoc around 
technology however will not be 
missed!" said James.

He's excited to spend more time 
with his leading lady, Marjorie, 
who has been by his side for 51 
years. A Rom-Com that Bafta 
themselves should probably 
recognise. 

Alan's star qualities will be 
missed by everyone at TMP 
and we wish him a happy and 
healthy retirement!

Meet Mina (right), the 
daughter of TMP’s Sean 
Shabilla, sitting proudly at her 
lemonade stand. The four year 
old, who attends East Boldon 
Infants School, wanted to 
raise money for children less 
fortunate than herself. 

It followed a discussion with her  
proud parents, Sean and Emily,  
about the value of money and how 
charities work.

“We couldn’t be more proud of her and 
the effort she’s gone to. She arranged 
every aspect of her stand, with a little 
guidance, and was delighted with 

the amount raised. Educating young 
children about the value of money is an 
essential part of parenting and she can’t 
wait to hand over the donation” she said.

Mina set up the stall and invited friends 
and neighbours to her stand outside 
her home in South Shields. It was such 
a success, it raised more than £265 
for the St James’s Place charitable 
foundation which does amazing work 
supporting many smaller charities that 
can sometimes struggle for funding. If 
that wasn’t enough, St James’s Place also 
matched the total, meaning  
£530 was raised for good causes.

Congratulations to Mina for an 
incredibly successful and thoughtful 
gesture.

Mighty Mina

He boasts a Hollywood employer on his CV and once 
rubbed shoulders with Roger Moore and Prince 
Charles at the premiere of Bond thriller Octopussy. 
If Wealth Managers could win an Oscar, TMP's Alan 
McGuire would definitely be nominated.

The Morpeth 
Practice

ADVERTORIAL

Alan McGuire toasting his retirement
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BathroomandTileCo.

Discover an extensive range 
of beautiful bathrooms 

and stunning tiles locally!

A truly inspirational showroom for 
creating the perfect bathroom.

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Tel: 01670 522 066
www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk

38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome

ACTUAL INSTALLATION
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For almost 40 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and 
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order

with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared.

Indian Takeaway

Established 1983

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

Closed every Tuesday

For the safety of customers 

allowed in the shop at a time.

Double century 
celebration
Two Morpeth ladies got 
together recently to celebrate 
their 100th birthdays.  
Rosalind Phillipson reached 
her century at the beginning  
of June and there to 
celebrate with her was  
her friend Edith Coates  
who reached the same 
milestone in March.

Both ladies live in Morpeth and have 
been friends for many years.

As readers can see from our 
photograph taken by Frank Rescigno, 
who tells Inside Morpeth both  
ladies were full of life and happiness 
as they celebrated Rosalind's  
birthday together.

100th Birthday  
Celebration
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Childhood memories of 
the beeman’s daughter
Morpeth author Bridget Gubbins has once again delved into the past for her 
latest book, although this time it is not the 1,000-year-old history of the town 
she now calls ‘home’ that she has written about, but a child’s eye view of her 
post-war years growing up a few hundred miles away in the Welsh border 
town of Hay! By Ian Leech.

Over the past decade 
Bridget who is now a 
regular contributor to Inside 
Morpeth, has written seven 
fascinating books about life 
in the town dating back to 
the days when the Normans 
first arrived; the Cistercian 
monks who founded 
Newminster Abbey in the 
12th Century; the squalor 
of the local workhouse; 
the drovers who brought 
their cattle south from the 
Scottish Highlands to sell at 
local markets; and what she 
calls the ‘curious yards and 
alleyways which criss-cross 
the centre of town.

In complete contrast, ‘Hay 
Before the Bookshops or the 
Beeman’s Family’ is a very 
personal account of her 
family life, growing up with 
her parents John and Eileen 
Ashton, her two sisters Helen 
and Rosie, brothers Richard 
and Stephen and foster-
brother Johnnie in the frugal 
years of post-war Britain.

Bridget was actually born in 
Norfolk, in a thatched cottage 
at Watton Green where her 
father was a beekeeping 
assistant.  Her mother was 
a writer, poet and prolific 
diarist, who came from  
what Bridget describes as a 
‘well-to-do doctor’s family in 
London’, with a passion for 
the natural world.

As the family grew and ‘the 
beeman’ as her father became 
known, needed land on which 
to develop his beekeeping 
business, the Ashtons moved 

to a new home at Top o’ 
Lane Cottage in the Welsh 
countryside a few miles  
from Hay.  From reading her 
book, this rural hideaway  
with no electricity or mains 
water, clearly still holds  
fond memories for Bridget 
who writes affectionately 
about memories of her early 
years there.  

She writes about attending 
the local school and church; 
the adventures of playing in 
the open countryside and 
woods nearby; trips into Hay 
for shopping; the goats and 
chickens they kept; the friends 
and neighbours they knew.  
In 1954, however, life would 
change dramatically for the 
family when their father took 
a more secure employment 
as a beekeeping officer in 
Northumberland which 
Bridget describes as ‘a remote 
place in the north of England.’ 

These days, Hay-on-Wye to 
give the town its Sunday 
name, is now best known 
for its half-ruined castle, and 
more than 30 bookshops, 
some specialising in rare and 
out-of-print book. 

Each year the small market 
town with a population of less 
than 2,000, is almost over-run 
by as many as 80,000 visitors 
who pour there to enjoy the 
annual Hay Festival which 
none other than former USA 
President Bill Clinton once 
described as the ‘Woodstock of 
the mind.’

It was the legendary Richard 
Booth who initiated the 
transformation of Hay 
into perhaps one of the 
most unlikely second-hand 
bookshop capitals of the 
world, and the extraordinary 
literary festival, when he 
opened its first shop in 1961 in 
the town’s former first station.

That was many years after 
Bridget grew up there, hence 
the title of her book, and it is 
as long ago as 1966 when she 
was last in Hay.  A deliberate 
decision, she says, because 
when she decided to write 
her book she did not want her 
childhood memories clouded 
by images of the modern Hay, 
now a very different place to 
the town she grew up in

All that recently changed, 
however, when she went 
back on a nostalgic trip down 
memory lane, to enjoy the 
Hay Festival and not only 
promote her book, but to lead 
a walk-about around the town 
as she remembers it, and to 
also meet old-time friends 
and acquaintances, such as 
Christine Jones.

Best friends as young girls, 
they had not seen each other 
since 1966 when Bridget 
completed her teaching 
training studies at college 
in Hereford.  But Christine 
travelled from her home  
for an emotional re-union 
during Bridget’s visit to Hay 
for the festival.

And that is where the story 
ends... for the time being!  
Will there be more chapters in 
the future….watch this space!!

‘Hay Before the Bookshops 
or the Beeman’s Family’ 
is published by Austin 
Macauley. And copies can 
be purchased locally from 
Mackay’s shop in Bridge 
Street, Morpeth

Bridget Gubbins

Bridget (right) meets her old friend Christine Jones
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Picnic in  
the Park

A right royal park picnic!
Morpeth’s popular Picnic in 
the Park family fun day, will be 
back this July after missing out 
for the last two years because 
of Covid restrictions.

Sunday July 17th from Noon until 4pm, is 
the date and time when the 2022 Picnic 
will be held in the riverside setting of 
Carlisle Park.

Organised by Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust, the afternoon will 
once again be packed full of activities for 
young and old and everyone in between!  

This year’s event will be themed 
conservation and the environment,  
but it is also sure to give more than a  
nod to the fact that 2022 marks  
Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee year  
when the nation celebrates her reign of 
70 years, something no other monarch  
has achieved.

Throughout the afternoon there will be 
plenty of activities to keep the children 
happy and entertained – dancing, 

sports, go-karts, face painting, an art 
project which they will be invited to take 
part it, and fun-to-watch circus-style 
entertainment with the ever-popular  
Nat Lunatrick.

There’ll also displays involving the 
National Park, Morpeth & District Red 
Squirrels, Northumberland’s Climate 
Change committee, the town’s Air Cadets, 
the Woodhorn Matters group that 
specialises in the age-old art of proggy 
and hooky matmaking, the Northumbria 

Police Community Team and the Carlisle 
Park bowlers who will be inviting people 
to give the game a go!

To mark the Queen’s Jubilee Canopy 
project, a tree will be planted in Carlisle 
Park during the afternoon as part of a 
nationwide initiative to plant hundreds of 
thousands of trees across the country to 
mark her 70 years on the throne.

Morpeth Churches Together will also be 
serving up their usual treat for picnic-
goers by manning a free barbecue with 
plenty of burgers and sausages!

Frank Rescigno, GMDT’s Director of 
Arts & Culture, said: “We have been 
organising Picnic in the Park for many 
years now and its was so disappointing 
not to be able to hold the event for two 
years because of Covid.

“But we are back this year celebrating 
what is such a special one for the whole 
country, marking as it does a unique 
milestone for the Royal Family. It will be a 
great afternoon and we want everyone to 
come along and enjoy it with us.” 

Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205 

Robotic Mower, Garden Machinery & Chainsaw Specialists 

www.robsonandcowan.co.uk 

A Great Range Of Cutting Edge Products Available At Your Local Country Store 
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Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205 

Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm, Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm  

www.robsonandcowan.co.uk 

HOME APPLIANCES & TVs • GARDEN MACHINERY & CHAINSAWS • ATVs • COUNTRY CLOTHING • EQUESTRIAN • FARM & GENERAL SUPPLIES 

A FANTASTIC RANGE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS  AVAILABLE  FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNTRY STORE 

Creswell Pele  
Tower Beacon

Hundreds of people gathered 
on the green in front of 
Cresswell’s 14th Century  
Pele Tower, to be part of a 
beacon lighting ceremony 
at the start of the weekend 
of celebrations to mark the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

It was the first time in more than 500 
years, that a beacon had been lit at the  
top of the tower built in 1382 to protect 
local landowners, villagers and livestock 
from raids by the notorious gangs of 
Border Reivers.

In those days a beacon would regularly be 
lit at the Pele Tower, to warn surrounding 
areas of another raid by the Reivers gangs 
who rampaged about the borderlands 
between England and Scotland for more 
than 300 years.

Recently, the tower was rescued from 

its near ruinious state after Cresswell 
Parish Council and Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust, worked together to 
raise the £800,000 needed to repair and 
restore the Grade II* listed structure.

The Jubilee beacon was one of more 

then 3,000 lit across the UK and the 
Commonwealth, at the start of four days 
of celebrations to mark the Queen’s 70 
years as monarch.

Cresswell Pele Tower is now open most 
weekends for the public to visit.

The beacon is lit at Cresswell’s Pele Tower

Cresswell joins the Queen’s
Jubilee beacons’ tributes
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All-New

Self-Charging Hybrid

Cars shown are a HR-V 1.5 i-MMD e:HEV Hybrid Advance in Premium Sunlight White Pearl and Advance Style in two tone Meteoroid Grey Metallic with 
Crystal Black Pearl – Economy & Emissions figures, HR-V: (WLTP) Range 4.1-7.1 (l/100km), CO2 94-162 (g/km). Figures, sourced from EU regulated laboratory 
test results, are provided for comparison purposes, and may not reflect real-life driving experiences.

Morpeth Honda
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JN
Call 01670601136 or search Morpeth Honda
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Vertu Honda 
Morpeth

Future of Vertu Honda 
Morpeth in good hands!

Yet, at the same time, 
dealerships must have one 
eye on the future and that is 
very much the case of Vertu 
Honda Morpeth, where 
young workers are being 
given their chance to prove 
their worth.

As Sales Manager Mark 
Spring says, the company is 
very much going down the 
apprenticeship route to  
find and train their 
workforce of tomorrow.

Take the case of technician 
John Thomas Swinney – JT to 
everyone at Morpeth – and 
Krystal Quenet who now runs 
the dealership’s customer 
service reception desk.

Twenty-two-year-old JT has 
worked for Vertu Honda 
for six years, starting off at 
the company’s Newcastle 
site where he began his 
apprenticeship. Halfway 
through, he was transferred 
to Morpeth where he not only 
completed his apprenticeship 
but has also qualified as a 
Honda Master Technician, 
the youngster person in the 
entire Vertu Honda chain  
of dealerships, to achieve  
that recognition.

To qualify as a Master 
Technician, not only did JT 
have to go to college as well 
as learning on the job, but 
also regularly attended the 
Honda Institution centre 
in Bracknell for specialist 
training on the company’s 
car.  Now, he is continuing his 
studies, this time by learning 
the new skills he will need 
to be able to work on the 
growing range of electrically-
driven vehicles.

Krystal (21) from Ashington, 
joined the company  
straight from the local  
high school, at first working 
at the adjoining Bristol Street 
Motors Ford dealership, 
before transferring to the 
Honda site.  She has now 
successfully completed 
her Customer Service 
apprenticeship.

Now, both JT and Krystal 
have been given the chance 
to pass on their skills and 
knowledge to Vertu Honda 
Morpeth’s two newest 
recruits – 17-year-olds Jay 
Wood from South Shields and 
Katie Craig from Newbiggin.  
They have both started their 
apprenticeships and will 
be mentored through their 
training by JT and Krystal.

“JT and Krystal have been 
very successful in their own 
right and are now invaluable 
members of our dealership 
team just as we knew they 
would be,” said Mark.  “Now, 
they have taken Jay and Katie 
under their wings which 
is quite a responsibility at 
their age, but we are totally 
confident they will pass on 
their skills and knowledge  
so our two new recruits  
will be as successful as they 
have been.

“What delights us is that 
we have helped two young 
people to have very bright 
futures within our company, 
and we have two more 
youngsters coming through 
our apprenticeship system  
to give them the chance  
of successful careers with 
Vertu Honda.”

JT Swinney (right) pictured with new Vertu Honda Morpeth recruit Jay Wood

Successfully running a modern motor car 
dealership is very much centred around 
the ‘here and now’ of selling vehicles and 
making sure their owners are totally satisfied 
with their after-sales service.

Mentor Krystal Quenet (left) with new recruit Katie Craig
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Hyundai Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 7355 | bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai

Winners!

Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (Company registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu 
House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai i20 N: 40mpg, 158 CO2 g/km. Hyundai i30 N: 35mpg, 182 CO2 g/km. Hyundai KONA N: 33mpg, 194 CO2 g/km.Figures shown are for 
comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving 
results, which will depend upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Come and see for yourself 
and order soon to avoid the queue.

AWARDS
2021

RETAILER OF THE
YEAR 2021

JOINT WINNER
Customer Focus

Dealer Group
Bristol Street Motors

Hyundai



Performance to the N-th degree!

In the case of Hyundai, the letter the company chose to add to the 
badging of their high-performance range of cars was ‘N.’  But why 
‘N’ you might ask and the answer is quite straightforward.

Hyundai’s world-class research and development centre is 
located in Namyang, South Korea, and is the place where all the 
design and concept work of the company’s cars begins, after 
which its performance vehicles are tested to the N-th degree at 
the legendary racing circuit that is the Nurburgring, which is also 
the home of the German F1 Grand Prix.  So, Hyundai took the 
initial N from both names as the badge for its performance cars.

The combined result for models such as the i30 N, the i20 N and 
the SUV KONA N, of all the research, design innovations and 
testing done by Hyundai at Namyang and the Njurburgring track, 
is that the company now has an outstanding and unique range 
of performance cars in its stable developed for maximum, fun 
driving, but which are equally practical for everyday use.

What Hyundai has been so cleverly able to accomplish, is to 
evolve everything it learned from the race track, into the final 
design of a range of very capable road cars which are not only 

proving popular with their owners, but have won the highest 
praise alongside a clutch of awards from motoring journalists 
and pundits.

For instance, the i20 N has been named Top Gear’s Car of the 
Year, while the magazine also chose Hyundai as its Manufacturer 
of the Year.  The car is everything that a hot hatchback should be 
with  precise and sure-footed steering and grip, is fun to drive 
combined with the functionality of a competitively-priced five-
door saloon.

The i30 N was the very first performance care produced by 
Hyundai, and it still offers an outstanding package of style, 
equipment, ride and performance, again at an affordable price.

In both cars, the controls are completely driver-focused with 
everything in view and at your fingertips.

The KONA N is a brilliant example of a small SUV (Sports Utility 
Vehicle), that offers the practicality needed for everyday use but 
at the same time is as thrilling to drive as many hot hatchbacks.  
Proving that the Hyundai N-brand is just as capable when it 
comes to an SUV as it is with hot hatchbacks.

Would-be owners can find out more about the N-brand cars 
by calling into the Bristol Street Motors Hyundai dealership at 
Coopies Lane, Morpeth.

Car-makers often use a single letter to brand specific models they are looking 
to market in a creative way to the great motoring public. For instance, when 
an ‘S’ was slipped behind the wheels of the Mini Cooper it added a whole new 
dimension to the car, while other manufacturers have gone with ‘A’, ‘C’ or ‘M’, to 
boost their cars’ images – no prizes for guessing which ones!

Bristol Street 
Hyundai

Hyundai Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 7355 | bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai

Winners!

Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (Company registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu 
House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai i20 N: 40mpg, 158 CO2 g/km. Hyundai i30 N: 35mpg, 182 CO2 g/km. Hyundai KONA N: 33mpg, 194 CO2 g/km.Figures shown are for 
comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving 
results, which will depend upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Come and see for yourself 
and order soon to avoid the queue.

AWARDS
2021

RETAILER OF THE
YEAR 2021

JOINT WINNER
Customer Focus

Dealer Group
Bristol Street Motors

Hyundai
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The future is electric and 
Ford has its cars to match!
If the current fuel crisis 
has taught us anything it is 
that the future of motoring 
is electric! Not only from 
a greener, cleaner point 
of view, but the fact that 
sky-rocketing prices at the 
pumps are hitting everyone 
in their pockets.

Of course, the Government is banning the 
sale of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030, 
so the rush is well and truly on to drive 
more and more motorists towards fully 
electric or hybrid models.

As a responsible producer of vehicles both 
private and commercial, the Ford Motor 
Company is at the forefront of the switch 
to electrification.

However, that radical change in driving 
habits is not as straightforward as simply 
choosing between a petrol or diesel 
motor.  As technology advances at a rapid 
rate there are so many different options 
for potential owners to choose from.

Should a new owner go fully electric? 
Or opt for a ‘half-way’ house hybrid that 
gets its power from both a battery and 
a petrol or diesel engine.  Then again, 
there’s the option of choosing a Plug-in 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle (PHEV) that uses a 

combination of battery and conventional 
fuel, but which in this case must be 
plugged into an external power source to 
charge its battery.

If the latter is the option you decide to 
go for, then a recent PHEV new-comer to 
consider is the Ford Kuga.

The family Sports Utility Vehicle (SUV) 
has been around for a while in the more 
conventional petrol or diesel modes, and 
has proved a popular choice with owners.  
But with new-styling the Kuga is now 
available as a plug-in electric, in a variety 
of trim finishes.

Its higher ride as an SUV also means 
excellent visibility from the driver’s seat.

Depending on how you use the Kuga, 
short commutes in and around town to 
work, for shopping, the school run or 
leisure, most certainly benefit from being 
driven by up to 35 miles on its electric 
motor before the engine kicks in.

With a growing choice of options, 
however, it is well worth popping into 
dealership such as Bristol Street Morpeth 
Ford, on the Coopies Lane estate, to get 
some expert advice from knowledgeable 
sales executives.

Bristol Street 
Ford
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Ford Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 096 0795 | bristolstreet.co.uk/ford

Fuel Consumption figures for the Ford KUGA Phev ST-Line Hybrid: 257-282MPG, 23-25 CO2 g/km. 39 miles electric range. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only 
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend 
upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Bristol Street Motors Ford Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. (Company 
registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

FORD KUGA PHEV 
ST-LINE EDITION
2.5 Duratec 225ps Plug-in Hybrid

Beautiful. E�cient. Capable.
• Self-charging e�ciency, with regenerative braking technology

• Dynamic interior design, slide seats forward to increase rear storage capacity

• 5-star safety awarded by Euro NCAP
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Morpeth’s Derby  
Winning Jockeys

The Epsom Derby is one of the greatest horse races in the world, so it may surprise  
readers to know that it was twice won by Morpeth-born jockeys as racing history enthusiast 
David Thompson recalls.

WILLIAM (BILLY) BULLOCK

William John Bullock (always known as 
Billy), the nephew of Ralph Bullock, was 
also born in Morpeth, on 29th November 
1884. He had a brother, Bertram, who 
was also a jockey.

Billy became apprenticed to Tom 
Bruckshaw in Middleham, Yorkshire 
and is remembered for winning the 
Epsom Derby in June 1908, riding the 
totally unconsidered 100/1 outsider 
Signorinetta. Billy sauntered to an easy 
victory on one of only three 100-1 Derby 
winners. So unexpected was the filly’s 
victory that a member of a well-known 
London political club, having drawn the 
horse in the annual sweepstake and not 
fancying its chances, presented the ticket 
to the hall-porter before leaving in his 
motor for Epsom racecourse.

Billy’s luck continued in the Oaks two 
days later. When the favourite, the One 
Thousand Guineas winner Rhodora, who 
had already comprehensively beaten 
Signorinetta, was brought down by 
French Partridge four furlongs from the 
start the way was clear for Billy to claim 
a second classic in the space of 48 hours.

The Oaks was then worth 5,000 Guineas, 
not that Billy saw any of it. Ginistrelli, 
the owner, did not believe in giving 
presents to jockeys and handed Billy a 
cigar and a glass of wine along with his 
riding fee.

After WW1 Billy went to Denmark and 
became the leading rider there between 
1924 and 1927. He also won the Swedish 
Derby in 1926. On his return to England 
in 1928 he rode for Captain Elsey for 
whom he won the Northumberland Plate 
on Leonard in 1933.

Cynthia Hardy who owned Hardy’s 
flower shop in Morpeth is a distant 
relative of Billy Bullock and she can 
recall her father taking her to Gosforth 
Park to watch Billy ride.

Remembering 
Morpeth’s Derby-
winning jockeys

St Mary’s Churchyard, Morpeth, is 
well known as the final resting place 
of suffragette Emily Davison, the 
heroine who died after being struck 
by the King’s horse, Amner, at the 
1913 Epsom Derby. Unknown to many 
who visit her memorial, less than 25 
yards away is the grave of another 
Epsom hero Ralph Bullock, the young 
jockey who won the Epsom classic in 
1861 on Kettledrum.

A north country jockey, he was 
known to everyone as Geordie 
Ralph. He was born to William and 
Jayne Bullock on 8th October 1840 in 
Manchester Lane, Morpeth.

Aged ten he joined the racing stables 
of Thomas Dawson at Tupgill, 
Middleham where, three years later, 
he was registered with the Jockey 
Club of England as able to ride at the 
incredible weight of 4st 3lbs - today’s 
minimum riding weight is 7st 7lbs.

On his racecourse debut in 1853, 
aged thirteen, he finished unplaced 
on Mary Aislabie at Harrogate. His 
first win came the following autumn 
riding Ellermire for Admiral Harcourt 
at Kelso. By the end of 1856 he was 
much in demand as a clever light-
weight and won the Chester Stewards’ 
Cup on Tunstall Maid in 1859. The 
same year he had his first ride in  
the Derby, finishing unplaced on  
Mr Pergasson’s 100/1 outsider Lovett.

He reached the pinnacle of his 
career in 1861 winning the Derby 
on Kettledrum for Colonel Charles 
Townley in 2 minutes 43 seconds, 
the fastest Derby winner at that 
time, on a badly neglected course 
strewn with rubbish. Kettledrum 
was an extremely lucky winner. 
The favourite, Dundee, broke down 
badly on both fore-legs some eighty 
yards from the winning post allowing 
Kettledrum to win by a neck.

Ralph was unlike many other jockeys 

of the day in never taking alcohol to 
steady his nerves, preferring a strong 
coffee. His other pleasures were 
the occasional cigar and hunting 
regularly with the Bedale Hunt.

Ralph’s last winning race was at a 
Haughton meeting, riding Smoke in 
the blue body, white sleeves colours 
of Mr Jackson.

On Saturday 17th January 1863, 
returning to Tupgill, Ralph felt a 
pain and coldness in his left cheek 
which began to swell alarmingly. By 
Wednesday he was much worse and 
the next day he fell into a coma. It 
was first thought that the cause was 
a devastating abscess between the 
head and the throat but later it was 
established that he died from deep-
rooted erysipelas, commonly known 
as St Anthony’s fire. 

Ralph Bullock was buried at Morpeth, 
his place of birth, on Tuesday 27th 
January and his funeral was attended 
by Mr Thomas Dawson and his two 
sons, Mr Jackson and the jockeys 
Tommy Aldcroft, Fred Bates, John 
Arnold, Tom Challoner and John 
Osborne Jnr. Ralph left effects of less 
than £800. In nine seasons he had 
ridden 212 winners.

Sadly Ralph Bullock’s gravestone 
in Morpeth churchyard has been 
neglected over the years and is in a 
poor state of disrepair. It would be 
a loss to the history of Morpeth if it 
were to vanish because of Health & 
Safety issues.

Kettledrum which won the 1861 Derby
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JULIE’S TILES 
AND BATHROOMS

Unit 13 Armstrong Court, North Seaton Ind. Est., Ashington, NE63 0YB

Tel: 01670 520 030

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BATHROOMS, TILES AND ACCESSORIES

WALK-IN
SHOWER
DEAL
1700mm x 700mm Low profile tray
1000mm x 8mm Screen
Twin-head shower
90mm Turbo waste

COMPLETE 
FURNITURE 
PACK
Basin and unit
BTW Pan with SC seat and unit
Concealed cistern
Mono tap and clicker waste

www.julies-bathrooms.co.uk

£595
Inc. VAT

£495
Inc. VAT

NOW OPEN - GED'S TILE FACTORY 
1000’S OF STUNNING TILES IN STOCK, ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
GREAT RANGE OF OUTDOOR TILES 20MM THICK
100’S OF DELUX SHOWER WALL CLADDING DESIGNS
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Inspirational flooring
for your home

PROUDLY STOCKING FLOORING

Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
We o
er free measure and design appointments on request


