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The Morpeth Gathering is an event that is unique
to the town in the way that it celebrates all that
is best about this county of ours, showcasing as it
does cultural traditions that go back generations.
Whether that is the music of the shepherds
from the hills of Northumberland, the words
and dialects of the mining villages, the dances,
songs and crafts passed down over the years,
the Gathering has been keeping alive those
traditions in a modern world for more than
half a century.
Inspired by that great champion of Northumbria Roland Bibby and
kept alive now by his daughter Kim and son John with the help of
some dedicated supporters, the Gathering is normally a weekend of
live music, songs, dance, storytelling, exhibitions and demonstrations,
that is enjoyed by local people and visitors of all ages.
Sadly, again because of Covid, the 2022 Gathering will be mostly
online in the way so many other events have had to turn to until live
performances can safely return. But, what is so important is that
people log-on to the events over the first weekend after Easter, to at
least join in and enjoy the spirit of the Gathering until it is back ‘live’
which it surely will be in the not too distant future.
One of the true characters of the Gathering is the Morpeth Gadgy
and for this edition of Inside Morpeth, we had the pleasure of
meeting Alex Swailes to talk about the way he has fulfilled the role
with enormous pride for some 25 years. Alex is a man of so many
talents, interests and achievements throughout his long and busy
life, and it will be fitting that he celebrates his 90th birthday during
the Gathering weekend. We wish him the happiest of birthday
celebrations with his family and friends.
In the meantime, we have no doubt that The Gathering itself and The
Gadgy himself, will be back again hopefully next year, to mark the
‘live’ return of this much-loved Morpeth event.

Ian Leech

4

MEET THE MORPETH GADGY

6

GATHERING GOES ONLINE AGAIN

12

WALK WITH THE GHOSTBUSTERS

10

TRAINS ARE BACK ON TRACK

19

LATEST TOWN CRYER NEWS

25

COUNTRY STORES 100 NOT OUT!

29

BLASTING MORPETH INTO SPACE

Front cover: The Morpeth Gadgy Alex Swailes

Editor of Inside Morpeth

Editor: Ian Leech, Tel: 07377 095 553

Email: ian-leech@sky.com

Advertising: hello@insidemorpeth.co.uk

Distribution: Katherine Brodie (TYD) 07540 804 069

Inside Morpeth is a community magazine published by Ian Leech Publicity Services. All rights reserved. Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of material published in
Inside Morpeth. All information is accurate at time of going to press. The publisher does not endorse any advertising material published in INSIDE Morpeth. No parts of the
publication can be reproduced without the prior written permission of the publisher. INSIDE Morpeth c/o The Lodge, Carlisle Park, Morpeth NE61 1YD

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEXT ISSUE CALL US ON 07377 095 553 OR EMAIL hello@insidemorpeth.co.uk
inside Morpeth 3

The Morpeth
Gadgy!

Birthday milestone for the
man they call The Gadgy!
For more than two decades Alex Swailes - alias The Gadgy - has been the
public face of the Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering, the biggest celebration
of its kind of the proud traditions and cultural heritage of music, dance,
songs, dialect and crafts of a county steeped in history, writes Ian Leech.
And there’s no one better placed to do
the job than Alex Swailes, a man who
throughout his long life has been a
fiercely passionate champion of the area
where he was born, raised and still lives!
Appropriately, on the Sunday of this year’s
Gathering weekend – April 22nd to 24th
– Alex will celebrate his 90th birthday
and many of his family, long-time friends

and colleagues, will be there to mark the
occasion with him.
Many younger Morpethians or residents
new to the town, may perhaps be
wondering who The Gadgy is and what
role does he play in Morpeth? Well,
for a start, the word gadgy is Romany
for a man, and his historic connection
with Morpeth is thought to date back to

around 1388 when as the Town Bailiff,
he was recorded as welcoming back Lord
Greystoke and what remained of his
soldiers, after their defeat by the Scots at
the Battle of Otterburn.
There, is, of course, a more romantic story
behind the myth of the Morpeth Gadgy
as told in a dialect poem by Janet Brown.
The more observant may have noticed
that two small stone figures stand atop
the Clock Tower that guards the entrance
into Oldgate from Morpeth’s Market
Place, who are reputedly called Clarence
and Cuthbert.
The story goes that on the first weekend
after Easter, Clarence magically comes to
life to ‘spiel’ – climb – down from his lofty
perch, to walk around town to be part of
a pageant welcoming back the good Lord
Greystoke. Afterwards, Clarence, ‘spiels’
back up the tower to resume his vigil
alongside his pal Cuthbert.
So, when Roland Bibby, the inspiration
behind the launch of the Gathering in
1968, decided it needed a figurehead,
who better to turn to than Clarence as
The Gadgy!
The first real-life Gadgy was local
businessman and twice Mayor of
Morpeth, George Green who held the
role until he was succeeded in 1997 by
Alex Swailes. Since then, Alex has played
the part with gusto, firstly welcoming
back Lord Greystoke and his cavalcade
at the opening of the Gathering, with a
rousing opening dialect speech, and
then going on to oversee the rest of the
weekend’s proceedings.

The Morpeth Gadgy Alex Swailes with a soldier 'friend' at a Gathering Cavalcade
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Sometimes, The Gadgy dressed in his
ceremonial robes and carrying his
mahogany staff, may be called upon to
carry out other duties such as greeting
acting ‘Royalty’ Joanna Lumley when she
came to the town to officially open Mark
Dransfield’s Sanderson Arcade in 2009.
Incidentally, the staff was made for the
Gadgy by a local furniture manufacturing

The Morpeth
Gadgy!
company in memory of George Green.
As I sat and chatted with Alex at his lovely
home in Rothbury with its views of the
village, down the Coquet Valley and across
to the Cragside estate, it occurred to me
that perhaps it would be no exaggeration
to say that throughout his busy and varied
life, Alex Swailes had been in rehearsals
to play the part of The Gadgy.
Why? Well take, for example, his
distinguished career as an educationalist.
Right up to his retirement in 1992, Alex
Swailes guided and mentored with care
and compassion, the very many pupils
he taught – some in approved schools
and others in mainstream education – as
he and his wife Anne moved around the
region to take up a new teaching post.
In his younger days Alex was a keen
sportsman playing football, cricket, tennis
– he was an Army champion while doing
his National Service – and badminton
where again he was a tournament winner
with his great friend from their school
days Peter McMeekin.
For 16 years Alex and Anne were
volunteer National Park wardens,
delighting in helping visitors enjoy
the beauty of the Northumberland
countryside they both love so much. With
the role of The Gadgy being somewhat

akin to that of a Town Cryer, Alex has also
acted as a judge in the competition to find
the national champion.
But, surely it has to be his love of music,
singing, the words of Northumbria, acting
or directing and producing am/dram
shows often with Anne in a lead role, that
best prepared Alex for taking on the role
of The Gadgy with such dedication and a
sense of theatre.
As they moved around, Alex and Anne,
were enthusiastic participants in amateur
productions in towns such as Hexham,
Alnwick and Ashington with Anne
often taking the lead role in the shows
Alex produced.
In 1962 Alex was one of the founders
of an operatic group in Morpeth, and
away from the shows he was a member
of a quartet that sang all over the North
East, as well as being a regular winner
of singing classes at the now defunct
Wansbeck Music Festival.
Since its earliest days, Alex has always
been a staunch supporter of the Morpeth
Gathering and, as he told me, he feels
honoured and privileged to have had the
opportunity to take on his duties as The
Gadgy for so long – quite a statement
from a man who was awarded an MBE
for his services to the community of

Northumberland, presented to him by Her
Majesty herself at Buckingham Palace.
The Gathering, he said, is such an
important event to remind people of
their community’s past traditions and
culture and it has also given performers
such as the internationally renowned
Northumbrian Piper and fiddler Kathryn
Tickell, as well as a young accordion
player and piper Alistair Anderson, the
chance to demonstrate their exceptional
musical talents at a early age.
“My hope is that the Gathering led by
someone with the commitment and
knowledge of the event like Kim BibbyWilson, will go on for many more years to
come,” said Alex.
And any thoughts of retiring as The
Gadgy? None whatsoever said Alex,
adding: “As long as I have The Gadgy’s
staff to help keep me up, I’ll keep doing
the job if they want me to!”
• The Gadgy welcome will take place
over YouTube at 11am on Saturday April
23rd, followed by a look-back at many
of the Gathering events Alex Swailes has
presided over. Later, at 5pm again on
YouTube, a Gala Concert – The Gadgy’s
delight, will be held to celebrate his
90th birthday.

True taste of Turkey right here in Morpeth
Take time out to enjoy the authentic taste
of Turkish cooking right here in Morpeth.
Sample our speciality barbeque dishes, cooked
over wood charcoal in a traditional way.
Takeaway meals and vegetarian choices also available.

RESTAuRANT

To book call us on 01670 946 536 or visit us at www.ephesusmorpeth.co.uk
71 BRIDGE STREET MORPETH / OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 5PM - 9PM - MONDAY & SUNDAY CLOSED
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The Morpeth
Gathering

Gathering together
again - online!
By Ian Leech
It’s going to take more than a
pandemic to stop the annual
Morpeth Northumbrian
Gathering from being an
integral part of life in the
town for many years to come,
such is the determination and
commitment of its organisers
and supporters to ensure the
event continues well beyond its
current 54th year!
It was back in 1968 that Roland Bibby,
one of the great champions of all things
best about Northumberland, first
organised the Gathering as a celebration
of local history, language, music, songs,
dance, crafts, customs and traditions,
dialect writing and poetry.
Two years ago, the Gathering was all set
to roll until days before it was due to start
PM Boris Johnson ordered the country
into an unprecedented lockdown to try
to curb the spread of the coronavirus
outbreak, and the event had to be
cancelled at the eleventh hour. Then,
in 2021 with Covid still rife across the
country, a slimmed-down Gathering was
moved on-line. This year the organisers
say they have had no option other than
to do the same over three days from
Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th April, even
though most lockdown restrictions
have been eased.
Because, as event director Kim BibbyWilson told Inside Morpeth: “A Gathering
is a year in- the-making and we just could
not take the chance that the country
might have been locked down again
during our planning stages.”
There will be some ‘live events’ like the
chance to visit Morpeth Castle thanks to
the Landmark Trust running its free open
weekend but visits must be booked in
advance, as well as others such as Morris
Dancing at different locations around the
town centre along with taster sessions to
learn to play the Northumbrian Pipes at
The Chantry bagpipe museum.
However, a host of Gathering events and
6 inside Morpeth

Step back in time -online - at this year's Morpeth Gathering

activities can be accessed via its own
YouTube channel, Facebook or zoom.
Among those taking part from his
Northumberland home, will be Gathering
stalwart Alistair Anderson, internationally
recognised as a master of the English
Concertina as well as a fine exponent
of the Northumbrian pipes; traditional
local musicians Spindlestone and the
Ran Tanners; actress Pat Dunn; Hexham
Morris dancers; storyteller Jim Grant;
dialect performers Graham Bell and Peter
Arnold; and singers Jim Mageean, Alex
Swailes, Carolyn Robson and Cath and
Paddy Clough.
Two milestones will also be marked
at this year’s Gathering – the 140th
anniversary of the first publication of
the influential song and tune book the
Northumbrian Minstrelsy, and also (as
we report elsewhere in this edition of
Inside Morpeth) the 90th birthday of Alex
Swailes, alias the Morpeth Gadgy.
“Covid still sadly prevents us staging our
usual range of live events and so we are
presenting a mainly online Gathering
for 2022,’ said Kim. When it went online
last year, many people logged into the

Gathering weekend, including exMorpethians living almost as far apart in
the world as possible in Canada, South
Africa and Australia.
Perhaps it would have been
understandable if the Gathering had
folded over the past two years because –
as many organisers know to their cost – it
can be notoriously difficult to re-start
events after a break in running them.
That, Kim told me, was never an option
for the Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering,
which remains hugely popular with local
people as well as bringing thousands of
visitors into the town on the first weekend
after Easter.
“We believe there is a real need for an
event such as the Gathering, to keep alive
the rich traditions of our past – our music,
songs, dance, culture, dialect, crafts all of
which are key parts of our heritage and
remind us of our identity,” said Kim. “An
event such as the Gathering matters in so
many ways and in these difficult days it is
important to try to lift everyone’s spirits!
“Online is not ideal but it is keeping the
traditions of the Gathering going until we
can get back to doing that live – which we
will do as soon as circumstances allow.”

The Morpeth
Gathering

54th Morpeth

Northumbrian
Gathering
Friday 22 to Sunday 24 April
Programme of Events
Friday 22nd April
Northumbrian Pipes Taster for absolute beginners, at The
Chantry, Morpeth with Ednie Wilson 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Limited places must pre-book at £24. Ring 01670 513308 or
enquiries@northumbriana.org.uk

3.00pm..................Dulcimer Showcase with Nonsuch Dulcimer Club.
YouTube
3.30pm..................Northumbrian Minstrelsy Ensemble. YouTube
4.00pm..................Minstrelsy Tunes Sessions led by Phoenix Folk.
Zoom*****

Saturday 23rd April

5.00pm..................Gala Concert to celebrate The Gadgy’s 90th
birthday. YouTube

Morris Dancing in the Market Place, Sanderson Arcade, Carlisle
Park, Millennium Green

7.00pm..................Northumbrian Minstrelsy 140th anniversary
concert. YouTube

Morpeth Castle Open Days (Also Sunday) – must pre-book via
Landmark Trust **

8.30pm..................Elsie Rides Again. Pat Dunn’s One-Woman Show.
YouTube

Online Events
via YouTube, Zoom & Facebook
All Day..................Northumbrian themed art exhibition. YouTube
All Day..................Family craft workshop making royal crowns and
thrones. YouTube
All Day..................Images from the first Gathering Border
Cavalcade 1982. YouTube
8.00am..................Past year’s globe-trotting award entries. YouTube
8.30am..................Virtual Town Hall Gallery & Art results. YouTube
9.00am..................Writing Competition Results – dialect, music,
songs and story-telling. YouTube
10.00am...............Historic Dance Workshop. Zoom***
11.15am...............Carry on Gadgying – Images of Alex Swailes at past
Gatherings. YouTube
11.30am...............Historic Dance Display. Georgian and mixed
period dancing. YouTube
12 Noon................Rent a peasant living history. Historic cooking
and costume. YouTube

Online Events Links
**Morpeth Castle Open Days
www.landmarktrust.org.uk
***Historic Dance Workshop
15C Couple Dancing with Elizabeth Lawson. Advance booking
by noon Friday 22nd April via morpethgatheringdance@
gmail.com
****Singaround
Zoom Meeting ID: 864 2192 3126.
Passcode: 2005
*****Tunes Session
Zoom Meeting ID: 884 4970 0580.
Passcode: 2005
•	For last minute changes or updates
facebook.com/morpeth.gathering
•	Gathering YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3xZXLGymFF1asySYA8Eyg
•	Donations online to help keep The Gathering going to
www.gofundme.com/f/morpeth-northumbrian-gathering

12.30pm...............Singaround with Beeswing. Zoom****
2.00pm..................Family concert with silly songs for bairns with Jim
Mageen, Paddy & Cath, Phil Hogg. YouTube

 CAN QR CODE to visit the
S
Gathering YouTube Channel
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Morpeth’s own
skin care brand

Lady H Apothecary
Hidden away in one of Morpeth’s quaint alleyways is a thriving aromatherapy skin
care brand which uses the power of naturally active ingredients to bring advanced
nutrition to the skin. Founded and formulated by skin specialist, aromatherapist
and aesthetic practitioner, Lyndsey Lees.
Lyndsey qualified as a beauty therapist,
aromatherapist and reflexologist in
the late 1990s. She has worked in the
beauty industry, as a therapist, holistic
therapist, spa manager, beauty lecturer
and business owner ever since. Lady H
Apothecary is her third successful beautybased business.
Along the way she has gained various
qualifications in different massage
techniques, trained with some of the
world’s best beauty brands and recently
studied for a degree in aesthetic practice
which focused on advanced skin
treatments and skin physiology.
Lady H Apothecary was born from
Lyndsey’s desire to treat the skin naturally
and holistically and also through the
demands from her clients. She used her
20 years’ experience and qualifications
in skin physiology, aromatherapy, and
cosmetic formulation to create the Lady H
skin care brand.
All the products are made by Lyndsey
in small batches to ensure potency and
quality. They are made using the finest
organic ingredients which are ethically
and sustainably sourced.
The quality of the ingredients derived
from organic plants are not compromised
by chemicals and therefore have been
found to contain a higher level of
vitamins, increasing the quality and
activity of the ingredients.
They are unique tried and tested
formulations born from over two
decades experience working with
skin and essential oils and utilising
her qualifications in skin physiology,
aromatherapy, and cosmetic formulation.
Lady H Apothecary skin collections
are available in Calm, Regenerate
and Rebalance.

Calm Collection
Is directed at sensitised skins - the
characteristics of this are skins that are
often red, inflamed and aggressed with
an impaired skin barrier. The Calm
Collection has been formulated using
ingredients such as pomegranate oil and
cocoa butter which offer nourishment
8 inside Morpeth

Lyndsey Lees owner of Lady H Apothecary

in the form of vitamins and essential
fatty acids which will protect and help to
prevent water loss from the skin. The mild
essential oil blend that is added brings
powerful anti-inflammatory benefits
perfect for reducing redness.

Rebalance Collection
Is aimed at congested, oily, inflamed,
hormonal and breakout prone skins.
The chosen ingredients specifically
target these issues. Containing Argan and
prickly pear oil to help balance sebum
production, refine pores and help improve
elasticity, improve wound healing, and
reduce inflammation and marking on the
skin. The jojoba oil content aids in slowing
down trans epidermal water loss which
will aid hydration. This clever ingredient
locks in moisture but still allows for the
skin to continue to perform its elimination
processes. The essential oil blend is
actively antiseptic, anti-microbial and
may aid in facilitating wound healing.

Regenerate Collection
Caters to dry and ageing skin conditions.
For skin with dryness, feeling tight
or chapped. Made with cocoa butter,
evening primrose oil and vitamin E,

ingredients which will bring antioxidants
to protect against free radical damage,
essential fatty acids to feed the skin and
aid in the absorption of vitamins, retain
moisture and improve elasticity. The
added essential oil blend is designed
to oxygenate the skin, stimulate cell
turnover and repair, stimulate collagen
and elastin production and aid in
retaining hydration.
“I love being based in Morpeth and in
particular the Pack Horse Yard. The town
is so vibrant and has a unique feel about
it. I’m where I’m supposed to be, doing
what I love and am passionate about. I
thank my clients for supporting me all
these years and allowing me to do it,”
she said.
We asked Lyndsey to recommend three
other local businesses. “The Vault coffee
shop for the best broth and scones you
will ever have! The Bee and Botanist for
the perfect creative flower arrangement
and Christie Harley Yoga at the yoga den
to find your zen!”
To treat yourself to a facial or get your
hands on Lady H Apothecary skin care
products visit: lady-h.co.uk
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Outside
Morpeth

The restored Directors’ coach

Return ticket to the days
of a bygone railway past
After two years of Covid disruptions dedicated volunteer rail enthusiasts are on track to start
welcoming back visitors to Northumberland’s only heritage railway site this Spring, writes
Inside Morpeth Editor Ian Leech.
Over the next few months steam and
diesel trains will once again be pulling
carriages full of trippers, to and from the
new Aln Valley station on the edge of the
Lionheart industrial estate overlooking
the A1 as it by-passes Alnwick. So far,
the enthusiasts are halfway to their goal
of restoring the historic line all the way
from the town to the East Coast Mainline
station at Alnmouth with trains now being
able to travel almost two miles to the
Greenrigg halt.
This year’s first services will start
operating over the Easter Weekend
and will continue right through until
Christmas and the line’s always hugely
popular ‘Santa Specials.’
The history of the line goes back as far
as 1845 when the Newcastle & Berwick
railway company was granted permission
to run trains from Tyneside to the Border
town. It was also given approval to open
certain branch lines including one from
Alnmouth to Alnwick meaning people
from the town could have access to the
main line services.
At its peak 45 passenger trains a day
would travel along the Alnwick to
Alnmouth. Eventually, however, as
passenger traffic steadily dwindled, all
10 inside Morpeth

services were withdrawn along the line.
However, the Aln Valley Railway Trust
was formed in 1997 when it revealed
plans to re-open the branch line. Those
early plans to reach Alnwick Station
had to be re-drawn largely because
of the prohibitive cost of constructing
new bridges over the town’s A1 dual
carriageway by-pass. The original station
had been replaced by a new one in 1887
closer to the town centre which closed
in 1968. All that remains is the original
trainshed which is now occupied by
Barter Books, one of the largest secondhand book stores in the country.
A core of dedicated supporters not
deterred by the set-back to the original
plans, resurrected the project by
proposing not only to reconstruct the line
in stages but to create the new Lionheart
halt, and thanks to funding from the
LEADER grant-giving organisation and the
Duke of Northumberland, construction
work to develop the heritage railway as
a major tourist attraction in the county,
began in 2013. Since then, what they
have achieved has been little short of
remarkable.
A station has been built at Lionheart with
platforms; a signal box recreated; sheds

erected where trains and carriages are
repaired, renovated and made ready
for services; new track laid as far as
Greenrigg; and a café opened near to a
children’s playground.
Aln Valley now has six operational
engines – three steam and three diesels
– and has recently acquired two Pacer
trains which for many years saw service
in and around the Leeds area. The Pacer
trains were introduced across the rail
network in the early 1980s as commuter
‘railbuses’ and remained operational until
very recently when the last ones were
withdrawn from service.
The two Pacer trains are now being
prepared for service at Lionheart,
at the same time as work is nearing
completion on a very rare survivor of the
rail network’s past. For the past year or
two, volunteers have been hard at work
completely restoring and overhauling
what at the time would have been a very
luxurious form of transport used by
directors of North Eastern Railways to
travel around their network. First used in
1896, the carriage had its own bathroom,
kitchen and saloon to transport the
directors around the North East in
some style.

Outside
Morpeth

Painting an engine is just one job for volunteers

Steven Wood who owns an old colliery loco now working at Lionheart

Penny Ford - Aln Valley Volunteer Co-ordinator

The carriage has been completely
refurbished including being reupholstered by retired Morpeth
businessman Les English, and will be
put to use at Lionheart offering visitors
afternoon cream teas to remind them of
how luxurious rail travel could be for the
privileged few more than a century ago!

Colliery in County Durham. It was bought
in 1976 by Steven when he was just 19
years old, and he moved it to Lionheart
around four years ago.

The Aln Valley Heritage Railway would
simply not exist without the dedication
and commitment of some hundred-plus
volunteers, all of who freely and happily
give up their own time to undertake
the many and varied tasks which keep
the railway running, as Volunteer
Co-ordinator Penny Ford told me.

work at Lionheart and - as Penny said
– new volunteers are always welcome.
Full training, she said, is always given
to volunteers because Lionheart has to
operate to the same strict safety and
regulatory standards as main line rail
networks.
“Anyone is welcome to come and see how
they can become involved at Lionheart,
starting with a tour of the site and a full
explanation of the type of volunteer work
that’s available,” said Penny. Details of
how to become an Aln Valley Heritage
Railway volunteer can be found on its
website – alnvalleyrailway.co.uk

Between them she said, the volunteers
act as drivers and guards to keep the
tourist trains running; work on the
repair, maintenance and restoration of
rolling stock; paint trains and carriages;
look after the grounds and gardens at
Lionheart; and man the busy café during
opening season.

While many of the volunteers are local,
one who regularly travels hundreds of
miles to Alnwick from his home near
Aviemore in Scotland is Steven Wood,
who has more than a passing connection
to the area. Steven is the son of Harry
Wood who many people will remember
sold motorcycles and cars from two sites
in Morpeth town centre for many years.

Volunteers come from all over the region
including locally from the Alnwick,
Morpeth and Berwick areas as well as
further afield from Tyneside, Wearside
and the Tyne Valley, to contribute their
own particular skills to the on-going

Steven actually owns one of the engines in
service at Lionheart – an 0-6-0 loco built
in 1917 at the Hudswell Clarke yard in
Hunslet, Leeds. It worked for many years
at local collieries and for the National Coal
Board, ending its working days at Dawdon

Before Richboro as the loco is known,
arrived at Lionheart, it was given a full
make-over and overhaul by Ian Storey at
his works on the outskirts of the village
of Hepscott. “I come down from Scotland
perhaps every four weeks to Aln Valley
and just love being involved here,” said
Steven.
So, for anyone looking for a great day out
– especially families – and a step back in
time to a bygone era of rail travel, a visit
to the Aln Valley Heritage Railway is well
worth the trip.
Throughout the year a whole host of
special steam or diesel weekends will be
organised, with other events such as a
vintage and classic car rally, the Queen’s
Jubilee Anniversary Bank Holiday in June,
a model railway show, memories of the
Wartime Forties, a Teddy Bear’s picnic,
Halloween weekend and, of course, those
Santa Specials in the lead-up to Christmas.
The best way to find out what’s happening
when, is to log on to the Aln Valley
Railway Heritage website at
www.alnvalleyrailway.co.uk
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Morpeth
Ghost Hunt

On the trail of
Morpeth’s ghosts!
With Inside Morpeth Editor Ian Leech

The Witchfinder John Maughan
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Morpeth
Ghost Hunt
If I had a pound for every time
I have walked the streets of
Morpeth town centre from
the time when I was a pupil
at King Edward VI Grammar
School until the present day, I’d
be more than comfortably off
in my old age. School, work,
social nights out or shopping
trips have all had me walking
around Morpeth for more years
than I care to remember. The
one thing that hadn’t enticed
me out was going ghost hunting
around town – until a short
while ago that is.
It was a cold and very dark, Saturday
night, when I joined my fellow
ghostbusters for a haunting tour of
Morpeth - but not cold or dark enough to
dull my interest and curiosity to see if any
ghostly apparitions, spectral presences,
even a witch or a wizard, were waiting
around a corner for us.
Now, Morpeth has a long enough
history dating back to the days when
the Normans first arrived in the area, a
thousand years ago, through the Middle
ages and on to say the 17th or 18th
centuries, to suggest that more than one
good citizen of the town, might have met
a sticky end at the hands of a less lawabiding neighbour, and decided to come
back and haunt an old haunt!
Ghost tours are very much part of the
tourist trails in big cities like London
with its grisly murders and crime in
its darkened street; Edinburgh where
the famous underground vaults and
passageways under the Royal Mile are
said to be among the most haunted
spots in Scotland; or York where many a
dastardly deed has been committed on the
narrow streets of its old city centre.
But, a Ghost Walk of Morpeth – it all
seemed a little unlikely! Not at all, one of
our guides Cara Hamilton, who described
herself to me as a ‘mystery presenter’,
declared. Morpeth it seems, has more than
its fair share of dark secrets to tell and
share, as we were to learn.
Cara and Charli Reah – who is from
Morpeth – started off by telling us
something about the Clock Tower that
many us perhaps didn’t now, and that
was that at some times it had served as
the town gaol, and incarcerated in there
around 1765 was a young would-be
highwayman called Joseph Hall. Joseph
it seems was in a liaison with an older
married lady, the wife of a respected
local businessman.
But, being a poor soldier, Joseph hadn’t
the means to keep his beloved in the

Ghost hunting guides Charli Reay and Cara Hamilton

manner to which she was accustomed, so
decided to rob a coach as it made its way
to Morpeth from Newcastle. Sadly, for
Joseph, according to Cara, he lacked the
‘Stand and Deliver’ skills of a Dick Turpin,
and managed to bungle the robbery to
such an extent that he was caught and
hanged for his crime in the Market Place.
“Right on the spot where you are
standing,” Cara told one of our lady ghost
hunters. A quick side-step and she had
moved off the spot where Joseph met his
untimely end!
Our next stop on the tour, was a short
walk along Bridge Street to The Chantry,
where we were told about strange
happenings in the building opposite,
now known as Beau Monde. For many
centuries the building has been a local
hostelry said to have been the scene of
many unexplained ghostly goings-on.
Indeed, as Charli told us, a paranormal
investigator who has visited the building,
reportedly said it was one of the most
‘active’ buildings he had ever set foot in.
We assumed by ‘active’ he meant he had
been in the presence of the supernatural!
Charli invited us all to take a photograph
of the building, and to see later if we
had captured anything out of the
normal. My photograph appeared to
show three faces at a window - or was
that my imagination? At the end of the
tour another ghost-hunter showed us
his photograph which seemed to
reveal a hooded and cloaked figure at
another window.

We would also be told that when many
Morpethians died during the Black Death
plague, their bodies were thrown into a
clay pit which is now the site of the New
Market car park. Cara, who runs her
own Dark Museum, also had some
artefacts with her which she used to
demonstrate how they would have been
used in the olden days, to put suspected
witches and wizards to the test, to crudely
determine whether or not they had
supernatural powers.
I won’t spoil more of the tour in case
some of our readers want to join a future
one, other than to say we stopped by
the Chantry footbridge to listen to more
stories of witches and wizards and to
meet in person the Witch Protector John
Maughan alias ‘David’ complete with a
flaming torch.
So, what was the verdict at the end of the
night? My fellow ghost hunters and I all
seemed to really enjoy the experience
as a night out in Morpeth with a real
difference, and as Cara said, people have
joined past walks from as far away as
Darlington, Hexham and Newcastle. On a
recent occasion she said, a family of four
from Edinburgh had spent the weekend in
Morpeth specifically to join the walk.
• As the lighter nights arrive, the Morpeth
Ghost Walks will be in abeyance until
October. So, watch out for details on our
Inside Morpeth listings’ pages nearer
the time.
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Bewick
Orchestra

Soloist Jonathan Caudle

The Berwick Orchestra in rehearsals

Concert is just what
the doctors ordered!
Members of an orchestra
that was formed 30 years by
husband-and-wife musicians
Michael and Sarah Doswell, are
busy rehearsing for their latest
fund-raising concert.
Since it was formed in 1995, the Morpethbased Bewick Orchestra has raised very
many thousands of pounds for local
charities and good causes, and this year’s
concert on Saturday May 14th will be no
exception to that rule,
The concert that will again be staged at
St James’ Church, Morpeth, will be raising
funds for the British Heart Foundation
which is an appropriate choice given that
three of the principals involved in the
evening, are all GPs.
The Orchestra’s conductor on the evening
Dave Tomson and its Leader Anna Hatch,
will be joined by another doctor for the
concert, this time soloist Jonathan Caudle.
He is an outstanding clarinettist who
studied medicine at Leicester University,
then worked in Australia and South Africa
14 inside Morpeth

“Our aim has always
been to play music
that people enjoy
listening to; playing
music together as
an orchestra; but,
also to raise funds
for charities and
local good causes,”
Sarah Doswell
before returning to practice in the
North East.
In what busy spare time he has, Jonathan
is a member of both the New Tyneside
and Bewick Orchestra, as well as playing
in the European Doctors’ Orchestra and
North Wind.
The chosen programme for the evening
includes Mozart’s popular overture
to ‘Don Giovanni’ and Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 2 with the Clarinet

Concerto No. 2 by Swedish-Finnish
composer Crussell who was better known
in his lifetime as a clarinettist rather than
a composer.
But, his music deserves to be more wellknown because it is always tuneful and
‘easy on the ear’ rivalling some of the best
of Mozart and Mendelssohn.
Michael and Sarah Doswell moved to
Morpeth in 1961 when he was appointed
Music Master at King Edward VI Grammer
School for Boys as it was then. When he
stopped teaching the couple who are both
accomplished musicians, decided to form
the Bewick Orchestra which over the
years had doubled in size.
Around 40 musicians now make up the
orchestra which has always given its
concerts in Morpeth at St George’s Church
and the New Life Christian Centre as well
as at St James Church.
Tickets for the concert featuring the
Bewick Orchestra are £10 each and
are available from The Chantry in
Morpeth. The concert is free to
students and children.

Call us on 01670 504 182
to book your
free assessment.
Free hearing test and assessment Appointments in the comfort of your own home or come to me on
Stobhill Farm with easy parking All makes and models supplied and repaired The latest technology bluetooth, wireless accessories, smartphone apps 27 years of experience HCPC registered audiologist
Completely independent - unlike most high street companies 60 day no quibble full refund guarantee

Stan Heron RHAD 11 Chathill Close Morpeth Northumberland NE61 2TH

Direct Hearing Services
www.directhearingservices.com

Livio ad.indd 1

16/09/2021 23:22
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Rutherfords & Co.
Morpeth

Styling up for summer
You’ll find key trends for the season with
new collections from Fynch Hatton and
Colours & Sons, with a range of smart and
casual shirts, polos, t-shirts and trousers
in each label.
Fynch Hatton products stand for quality,
but also for attentive details that make
them unique, like the brand name on the
shirt buttons, for instance or the pattern
on your favourite shirt on the inside collar
of your favourite knit.

From casual shirts
and shorts to tailored
trousers and knitwear,
the Rutherfords spring/
summer menswear range
is both effortlessly stylish
and easy to wear.
16 inside Morpeth

Quality and attention to detail perfectly
sum up our range from Colours & Sons.
With a choice of styles and designs to
make you look your confident best,
Colours & Sons provide their own take on
unique styles, colours and patterns.
Warmer weather tends to lean to a more
casual relaxed style, and it neatly sums
up our menswear collection. You’ll find
shirts, lightweight knitwear and trousers
that are perfect for the man who wants to
stay stylish whatever the weather is doing
this summer.

As the warmer months of summer arrive,
Rutherfords menswear will help you look
stylish and stay cool. From must-have
jeans to staple separates and holiday
essentials, we’ve put together a range that
easy to wear.
Whether you’re trying to impress the
boss or heading to the beer garden with
friends, there’s no shortage of fashion
options, right here in Rutherfords.
After updating your wardrobe, why not
elevate your skincare with our latest
selection of skincare for men, there’s
something at Rutherfords for you.
Our ClarinsMen range offers efficient,
fresh, and energising skincare for men.
From shaving cream and anti-ageing
moisturiser to face wash and shower gel.
Clinique offers a dermatologist-developed
skincare range for men covering all your
needs - whether you suffer with oily,
dehydrated, blemished, ageing or
fatigued skin.

inside Morpeth 17
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We value the little things
that make a home
We encourage big dreams that may extend
beyond your current horizon and are here
as your valued partner throughout your
property search and sale, wherever that
may be.
Contact us today and see how we can
expertly market your property, or if you
would like to book a complimentary
market appraisal.
Fine & Country Northumberland
Sarah Tuer, Associate
Jingley House, Rock, Alnwick, NE66 3SB
01665 200080
northumberland@fineandcountry.com
fineandcountry.com

What’s On?
MARCH
WORLD PRAYER
DAY
Ecumenical service prepared
by Christian women around
Britain. The theme of the
service will be ‘I know the
plans I have for you’ and two
significant moments will be
the lighting of seven candles
and the distribution of seeds
to signal hope. Everyone
welcome to attend
Date:
Friday 4 March
Place:
St James Church,
Morpeth
Time:
2pm
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Town Cryer

TOWN CRYER!
The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

Proud to be Mayor
for two years and my
successor will have my
full support in the role
This is my final address
to Inside Morpeth in my
two-year term in office. I
would say unprecedented
but apparently the Mayor
during the Second World
War was also rolled over
into a second year.
For my two years I have been proud
to fundraise for and promote an
amazing small local charity Contact
Mental Health. It has been a humbling,
exhilarating, fascinating and enjoyable
experience.
The first phase of my term as Mayor
coincided with lockdown and events and
meetings, as we knew them, couldn’t
take place. We soon adapted to this
strange new world and Council meetings
by Zoom and video conferences became
routine. We even had a successful Zoom
fundraising evening to celebrate Burns
Night, with haggis neeps and tatties
being delivered to the homes of the
participants by the Sun Inn.
As the rules started to relax, we were

able to begin by hosting events outside,
including a series of Prosecco in the
Square music events, a vintage car
show, cocktails on Millennium Green,
a sponsored 5k with Morpeth Park Run
and a small socially distanced ceremony
at the Cenotaph for Remembrance Day
in 2020.
When we were allowed to meet again
indoors, we were able to squeeze in
A Mayor v Food Challenge, A Wine
Tasting Evening, a Gin Tasting Evening,
a Chinese New Year Meal, a St Patrick’s
Day dinner, two Quiz nights, and a
Mayoral Ball among other events.
Fundraising has continued and I have
been overwhelmed by the ongoing
generosity of Morpeth folk supporting
my charity. We have raised an
impressive amount so far, but I want to
raise even more before I hand over the
chains in May so will update you in due
course as to the final figure raised.
I wish my successor every success in
their endeavours, and they will have my
full support in the coming year.

Councillor David Bawn
Mayor of Morpeth

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk
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Town Cryer

Back with a splash!
The popular paddling pool,
located in Carlisle Park, is
due to be open for the full
season this year following the
last two years of disruption.

within Carlisle Park, are free facilities
provided by Morpeth Town Council.
There is also the MUGA court which
can be hired for sports and outdoor
activities, please contact Morpeth Town
Council for further information.

The paddling pool will open the last
weekend in May, through to the first
weekend in September. Whilst we
endeavour to keep the paddling pool
open at all times, Health & Safety is
our priority so the pool may need to
be taken out of use and closed for
emergency maintenance at short notice.

Play areas also maintained by the Town
Council can be found at Stobhillgate,
Stobhill Manor, Church Walk, Boundary
Drive and Montrose Gardens.

Please check the Town Council website
and Facebook page for updates and
confirmed opening times to avoid any
disappointment.

We want to ensure that all children
have fun and are safe as they play. All
our play areas, parks and the paddling
pool are well looked after, safe and
accessible and inspected on a regular
basis. Please help us to maintain the
standard by ensuring you take all your
litter with you or use the bins provided.

The paddling pool and adjacent play
areas, along with the skate park, located

Wishing you all a fantastic summer, lets
hope the sun is shining on Morpeth!

Jubilee fun
This year sees Her Majesty
The Queen becoming the
first British Monarch to
celebrate a Platinum Jubilee,
marking 70 years of service
to the people of the United
Kingdom, the Realms and the
Commonwealth.

To celebrate this unprecedented
anniversary, events and initiatives
will take place throughout the year,
culminating in a four-day UK bank
holiday weekend from Thursday 2nd to
Sunday 5th June.
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a
unique tree planting initiative created
to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee
in 2022 which invites people from
across the United Kingdom to “Plant a
Tree for the Jubilee.”
The Town Council have supported this
initiative by planting a tree in each
ward and marking the occasion with
a commemorative plaque (Lancaster
Park), see pictures of the Mayor,
Cllr David Bawn helping to plant the
tree at Lancaster Park. Other trees
are planted at St Mary’s Field and
Deuchar Park. Further details on
getting involved are available at
https://queensgreencanopy.org/
There will be a number of events on the
20 inside Morpeth

Summary
Budget
2022/23

Expenditure
Management & Support

Recreation & Leisure Services 372,350
Environmental Services
Cemeteries

Market Place over the Bank
Holiday weekend including markets,
music, memorabilia, food and drink.
Further details will be released at
moreinmorpeth.co.uk.

280,200

47,600
0

Tourism, Grants & Subsidies

60,259

Other Services

31,670

Total Gross Expenditure

792,079

A taste of what’s to come
Music through the decades, from 1950s
Rat Pack/Sinatra to the 00s, five hours
of entertainment on the Market Place
on Friday 3rd June. Opening at 11am
is Jack Logan covering the 50s, Claire
Louise from 12 noon providing a mix
of 60s music. Moving on to the 70s and
80s at 1pm is Spike, a female fronted
band and then ending the day with the
90s and 00s tunes is Matt Dunbar.
There will also be a series of online
competitions and activities over the
year. The first will be an online Easter
egg competition with a prize for the
best Jubilee themed egg. Keep an
eye on the Town Council website and
Facebook Instagram page under
@the_jubilee_in_morpeth for links to
any competitions and events.

Income
Fees and Charges

-118,701

Council Tax

-673,378

From Balances
Total Income

0
-792,079

Town Cryer

Pavilion Café
As the café continues to grow in popularity, we are looking
to hire some enthusiastic, energetic staff to join the team.
We have a number of positions available including cooks, front
of house staff and pot wash/runners. If you are interested,
please send your CV to joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk.

Mayor
Making
The customary Mayor Making Ceremony will
take place on Wednesday 11th May at 6pm in
the Ballroom of Morpeth Town Hall as part of
the Annual Meeting of Morpeth Town Council.
Part of the meeting’s traditions involves passing around between Councillors a silver snuffbox and an ‘Emily’s Dish’ filled
with chocolates and a speech by the outgoing Mayor, including
their fund-raising activities.
Members of the public are welcome to attend.

P L A T I N U M

Friday 3rd June

11:00am – 4:00pm

Music Through the Ages 1950s – 00s
Morpeth Market Place

W E E K E N D E R

Satuday 4th June
9:00am – 3:00pm

Friday 3rd June – Satuday 4th June Jubilee Themed Farmers Market
Plus Window Dressing Competition! More details to follow

Morpeth Market Place

Kids entertainment

Kids entertainment

Live music

Live music

Food & Drink

Food & Drink

For more information visit www.sandersonarcade.co.uk
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MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS

TOWN COUNCIL SERVICES

MORPETH NORTH WARD
Bus Shelters

Litter Bins

Public Seating

War Memorial

Play Areas and
Paddling Pool

Allotments

Environment

Events

Community
Centre

Festive
Lighting and
Christmas Tree

COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES

COUNCILLOR MIKE GREVESON
M. 07989 036 909
E. mike.greveson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR HARRY HALL
M. 07792 427 020
E. harry.hall@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG
M. 07738 001173
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR ELAINE SKINNER
T. 01670 512751
E. elaine.skinner@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD

Missed Bin
Collection

Grass Cutting

COUNCILLOR JUSTIN CLAYTON
M. 07525 746 781
E. justin.clayton@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Housing
Benefits

Fly Tipping

COUNCILLOR ANDY COCHRANE
M. 07976 666 869
E. andy.cochrane@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Planning

Street
Cleaning

COUNCILLOR ELISA LAWSON
M. 07849 522 005
E. elisa.lawson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Council Tax

COUNCILLOR JONATHAN RICHARDSON
M. 07522 784 390
E. jonathan.richardson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Parking Fines

Potholes

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH
M. 07808 804 345
E. richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Dog Fouling

Street Lighting

Waste Permits

COUNCIL MEETING TIMETABLE
SEE NOTICEBOARDS AND WEBSITE
Meeting Timetable for May 2022. All meetings will be held in
the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, unless otherwise stated
on the agenda. All Committee meetings commence at 6:30 pm,
unless otherwise stated on the posters or website.

Full Council

11th May 2022 (Mayor Making) 6pm

Planning and Transport Committee

18th May 2022

Finance and General Purposes Committee
4th May 2022

22 inside Morpeth

COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN
M. 07947 248 220
E. david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD
COUNCILLOR BETTY BAWN
T. 01670 511101
E. betty.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD
T. 01670 515391
M. 07963 306 549
E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR JADE CRAWFORD
M. 07754 042 455
E. jade.crawford@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR SHIRLEY PEACOCK
M. 07545 934 945
E. shirley.peacock@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH
M. 07956 429 942
E. johnny.wearmouth@morpeth- tc.gov.uk
Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website
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Book your free measure, advice and quotation service or simply request an appointment now.

Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
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Working safely throughout Covid19
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Robson & Cowan

Country store like
no other celebrates
100 years in business
On this special anniversary Inside Morpeth looks back on a century of trading by the
same family firm in the village of Scots Gap just a few miles from Morpeth
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Robson & Cowan

A countryside store
with lots more to offer...
Times have changed beyond all recognition from the days when cousins Joe Robson
and Tom Cowan decided to go into business together, 100 years ago in what was
then the tiny hamlet of Scots Gap some 10 miles west of the town of Morpeth.
Wartime memories and emotions were
still very raw in 1922, just four years after
the end of hostilities. There were virtually
no private cars on the road at the time.
Certainly, no households had a television
set in the corner of their living rooms, and
labour-saving appliances such as washing
machines, tumble dryers, fridge freezers
or microwaves were still part of a distant
future. Outside in the gardens, all the
back-breaking work was done by hand.
There were only a handful of houses in
Scots Gap when the two cousins took over
John Lamb & Sons agricultural business,
but they were in the very heart of some
of the finest stock-breeding agricultural
land in Northumberland, so were ideally
placed to supply local farmers with the
feed they needed for their livestock.
While there may have been few houses
in Scots Gap, there was, however, a lively
auction mart where farmers from the
locality bought and sold their cattle,
sheep and pigs and perhaps almost
incredibly, a train station! Scots Gap, in
fact, was one of the halts on the Morpeth
to Redesmouth line along with others at
Meldon, Angerton Crossing, Middleton,
Knowesgate and Woodburn, that had
been opened by the Wansbeck Railway
Company in 1862 as a lifeline to the

scattered rural communities.
In those early trading days, everything
came into Scots Gap via the trains, to be
delivered by the new Robson & Cowan
company, to local farms within perhaps a
ten to twenty-mile radius of the business.
Sadly, in many ways, the number of
travellers using the trains dwindled until
the line was closed to passengers in 1952
and ultimately to goods’ traffic 14 years
later. The very last train in October 1966
was a ‘Wansbeck Piper’ commemorative
excursion packed with some 600 rail
enthusiasts, many of whom had travelled
from all over the country to say they had
journeyed along the Wannie Line as it was
known, for the final time.
Together, the cousins had steadily
established their business but the
partnership only lasted for six years
before Joe left to become the auctioneer at
Scots Gap Auction Mart, and Tom carried
on the business alone.
In 1936 Tom married Elizabeth Robson
and together they would have six sons
over 13 years – Tom, John, George, Andy,
David and Frank - all of whom at some
time played their part in Robson & Cowan.
During the Twenties and Thirties as

farming like so many other sectors
was struggling to cope with economic
recessions, there were some tough
trading years for a business such as
Robson & Cowan.
Having survived economic recession
and the war years, however, the family
decided that diversification was the way
to prosper in post-war Britain and the
Queen’s Coronation in 1953 gave them
an opening to do that. Television was in
its infancy in those days, but with many
households keen to see Her Majesty
crowned, Robson & Cowan began at
first renting, and then selling black-andwhite sets.
That move progressed into selling
household appliances which, in turn, led
to the company joining Europe’s largest
electrical buying group. Becoming linked
to Euronics, an international association
of independent electrical retailers trading
in almost 40 countries, enabled Robson
& Cowan to have the corporate buying
power to compete with the leading
high street and subsequently retail
park chains.
These days Robson & Cowan are
stockists for large electrical goods from
televisions, cookers, fridge/freezers,

Tom and Elizabeth Cowan with their sons (back row left to right) David, John, George, Tom and Andy and (front) Frank and (right) the brothers as they are now.
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Robson & Cowan
washing machines and dryers, to smaller
appliances such as microwaves, vacuum
cleaners, kettles and irons from leading
brand names such as Samsung, LG,
Bosch, Hotpoint, Blomberg, Beko and
Dyson, to name but a few. The company
has its own team to both deliver and
install goods
for customers.
The Robson & Cowan store also stocks an
extensive range of top-quality country
clothing and footwear, both fashionable
as well as more practical workwear.
World renowned brands such as Barbour,
Hoggs of Fife, Ariat, Le Chameau and
Redback are always in stock alongside
clothing for equestrian enthusiasts
including jackets, jodhpurs and breeches,
boots, and riding hats, while the horses
are not forgotten either with everything
that’s needed in the tack-room along with
feed, supplements and stable bedding.
Outdoors the store has everything needed
for the garden, no matter how large or
small. There are garden tractors, petroldriven or cordless battery-operated
lawnmowers, robotic mowers, chainsaws,
hedge-cutters, or strimmers from worldleading brands Husqvarna, Honda
and Stihl. With many years experience
behind them Robson & Cowan staff are
also ideally placed to advise on the right
choice of equipment for a customer’s own
particular needs.

All the equipment needed for the garden is always in stock

Of course, in keeping with its original
business roots, Robson & Cowan still
supplies an unrivalled range of farming
and agricultural products from feeds,
supplements, medicines, tools and
equipment.

From their small original agricultural
business, Robson & Cowan has developed
into a valued and much loved country
store, with a dedicated and friendly
workforce committed to its success.
Great expansion was only enabled in
1982, when the company was able to
purchase land on the disused railway
line, and build the warehouse it operates
from today.

All in all Robson & Cowan is an
independent country store like no other,
dedicated to providing high quality,
reputable products at competitive prices.
From humble beginnings, the business
has expanded in so many ways, from the
days it was just serving local farms to now
attracting all manner of customers from
the whole of Northumberland, Tyneside,
County Durham and the Scottish Borders.

Perhaps the last word in our look-back
at a century of Robson & Cowan
trading should go to Andy Cowan
“Who would have thought that in a tiny
Northumberland village a country store
such as ours could not only have survived
but flourished as we have done over the
last 100 years. Tom and Elizabeth would
be so thankful,” he said.

In addition, the company stocks a huge
range of small garden tools, composts,
fertilisers, plant care and weed and pest
control products for use in gardens.

A FANTASTIC RANGE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNTRY STORE

HOME APPLIANCES & TVs • GARDEN MACHINERY & CHAINSAWS • ATVs • COUNTRY CLOTHING • EQUESTRIAN • FARM & GENERAL SUPPLIES

Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205
Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm, Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm
www.robsonandcowan.co.uk
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Robson & Cowan

100th Anniversary
Competition
To celebrate 100 years in business, Robson & Cowan are running a
customer in-store competition with these fabulous prizes that will be
drawn at random over the seven days following the closing date.
• Husqvarna AM305 Automower®
• Honda HRG416SK Petrol Lawnmower
• LG 50” Television
• Blomberg Washing Machine 7kg

•	Bosch Bundle - Kettle, Toaster, Iron
& Cordless Stick Cleaner
• Stihl FSA45 Cordless Strimmer
• Ariat Kelmarsh Wellington Boots & Cap
• Chatsworth Bird Table

The competition runs from Tuesday 19 April to Friday 27 May at 5pm.
Entries can only be made in store. Terms & Conditions Apply. Entrants must be over 18 years old. Only one entry per customer
Call in to our store, have a browse and enter this fantastic free-to-enter competition.

YOU COULD BE A WINNER AND CELEBRATE WITH US
OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY IN BUSINESS

Husqvarna Automower®
Imagine never having to cut your lawn again…

Robotic Mowing Perfection
• Cuts all types of lawns, leaving a carpet like look and minimises moss • Manages steep slopes and passages
• Works day and night, rain or shine, giving great results whatever the weather
• No noise, ideal for night time operation or noise sensitive areas • Frees up valuable time

Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205
Robotic Mower, Garden Machinery & Chainsaw Specialists
www.robsonandcowan.co.uk
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The Flagman

Geoff Walker with his sons Simon (left) and Geoff.

Simon Walker with the certificate to show their flag flew in space aboard an
American shuttle

‘Morpeth - we
have a problem!’
A Morpeth company whose
products quite literally went
where no others had gone
before, is celebrating 30 years
in business. The Flagman
founded by Geoff Walker
reached the pinnacle of sales
success when some of the
celebratory and promotional
flags it made and sold, were
blasted into orbit on board
NASA space shuttles!
How that remarkable story unfolded was
told to me by Geoff’s son Simon, who still
runs The Flagman business from Newgate
Street, Morpeth, writes Editor Ian Leech.
It was whilst on holiday with his wife Ann,
that Geoff spotted a business opportunity
when he saw a Miami Dolphins
American football team flag clipped to
the window of a fan’s car. Back home,
he quickly found two local companies
to manufacture the plastic poles and
print the flags he needed to launch the
business, and clinched his first order from
Newcastle United.
Manchester United quickly followed
with an order for their ‘Red Devils’
flags and business developed to cover
virtually every Premiership and Football
League club.

Since then the business has expanded to
supply sports’ club supporters, individuals
and corporate clients such as hotels,
golf clubs, and companies wanting their
own flags, banners and bunting for all
celebratory occasions as well as providing
and erecting flagpoles or portable
promotional pop-ups.
But it was the space connection which
intrigued me as Simon explained how it
came about.
“I was in the office when the telephone
rang and the person at the other end said
it was Houston calling,” he said. “Now,
I assumed it was a pal playing a joke on
us, until the caller convinced me that
they were indeed from the Kennedy
Space Centre.”
To paraphrase that infamous ‘Houston,
we have a problem’ quote, the Centre
caller said they did indeed have a
problem because they were receiving a
constant stream of requests to purchase
souvenirs from on board the shuttles. So,
someone had hit upon the idea of taking
small personalised flags on the shuttles, as
a quirky solution to the problem.
“The internet was in its infancy but
someone had seen our Flagman website
and decided to get in touch with us,”
said Simon.

At the time Geoff Walker was chairman of
Ashington Football Club so he decided to
send over to the USA a Colliers’ flag as the
team was known. To this day Simon has
the authenticated certificate verifying that
the Colliers’ flag indeed flew aboard the
Atlantis shuttle making its way to
the International Space Station in
February 2001.
The certificate verifies that the Ashington
flag competed 203 orbits of the earth,
travelling 5.3 million miles before
landing back at Edwards Air Force base
in California.
But the space adventure wasn’t The
Flagman’s only brush with fame. Another
day Simon was asked to put up a flagpole
from which to fly a Union Jack in the
garden of a home on Sir John Hall’s
Wynyard Estate on Teesside. Simon had
just finished the job when the owner
came into the garden to thank him...
and he turned out to be none other than
football legend Kevin Keegan!
The Flagman is still going strong, but
because of other business interests Simon
has decided to give someone else a chance
to own and run it. Anyone interested
in a genuine business opportunity with
a company which has such a unique
backstory, can contact Simon Walker on
07909 924405.
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TMP Wealth
Management

ADVERTORIAL

NHS staff dining out at Newcastle United

NHS staff score
VIP treatment
It wasn’t just Newcastle United celebrating
victory against Brighton at St James’ Park. We
handed our executive box over to NHS staff who
were treated to VIP hospitality.
Ten members of staff from several medical departments were
wined and dined ahead of the game and enjoyed the Magpie’s
2-1 victory. We wanted to say “thank you” to NHS staff for the
incredible efforts they went to during the Covid 19 pandemic.
Claire Finn from Northumbria Health Care Trust was thrilled to
be part of the group. “Everyone had a great time and appreciated
being invited to the box at NUFC. It was a real treat,” she said.
TMP MD Peter Grieves hosted the box with fellow director Glenn
Bolton. “Nobody can truly repay NHS staff for their incredible
efforts, not just with Covid 19, but everything they do,” he said.
“We did want to show our appreciation and giving some staff the
opportunity to relax and enjoy a game seemed to go down well and the win helped”
Several of the staff who attended played a key role in the
pandemic and worked at the very front line, treating patients and
tending to victims struggling with the disease.
We are also delighted to see the Field Of Hope full of crocuses
once more, as spring arrives. We were thrilled to provide funding
for the bulbs on Rotary Way, as you head out of Morpeth towards
the train station and it’s great to see the area alive with colour. A
lasting tribute to key workers who worked tirelessly throughout
the Covid 19 outbreak.

Peter Grieves and Justin Lockwood at St. James park

Sleep out
to help out
Giving something back to the community is
always something we are very mindful of at TMP
and we rarely shirk a challenge, especially when
it comes to raising money for fantastic causes.
The CEO Sleepout is a wonderful initiative that encourages
business leaders to spend the night “on the streets” to raise
awareness and desperately needed funds for homeless charities.
Our MD Peter Grieves volunteered to get involved and spent the
evening at St James’ Park, on the concrete in front of his own seat,
with nothing but cardboard and a sleeping bag for comfort.
Peter joined 120 others who braved the elements and thanked
their lucky stars the weather was kind, as they spent the evening
underneath them.
“It’s a very thought-provoking and humbling thing to do and
I’m pleased it wasn’t colder. It’s one of those experiences that
certainly makes you think about things,” commented Peter.
“It was a secure environment and you know you are safe, but it
was still pretty tough. It would be so much harder on the streets. I
can’t even begin to think what that would be like.”
The group raised more than £100,000 for good causes.
If you’d like to sponsor Peter and donate to these fantastic causes,
his Just Giving page is still open https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/peter-grieves-nufoundation
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Carter-Smith
Planning
Consultants
For all your
planning needs
Tony Carter has held
senior roles in Local
Authority and Private
Sector Planning for over
20 years giving him the
knowledge and
experience to help you
with all of your planning
and property needs.

• Householder Planning Applications
(Extensions & Conversions)

• Change of Use Applications
• Lawful Development Certiﬁcates

• Planning Conditions
(Discharge, Removal of & Variations)

• New Build Applications
(Domestic & Commercial)

• Barn Conversions

• Design & Access Statement

• Advertisement Consents

• Listed Building Consents

• Appeals

• Prior Notiﬁcation Applications

FIRST CONSULTATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE
Get in touch, we would be happy to help you with your project
whatever the size!

Carter-Smith
Planning Consultants

T. 0771 896 7722 W. tony@cartersmithplanning.com

www.cartersmithplanning.co.uk
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Home Instead

ADVERTORIAL

Lesley Hunter Care Professional of the Year Finalist celebrating her success
with the Home Instead team

Guy and Carole Kirk with a celebratory bottle of champagne and plaque to
celebrate their five years at Home Instead.

Home Instead South-East
Northumberland has a lot to celebrate
•	We have just reached our five year milestone as a company
- Happy Birthday to us!
•	We have won 5 Star Employer Award for the fourth year in a row!
•	Another of our colleagues is a Care Professional of the Year Finalist!
Our family-run business
(Home Instead South East
Northumberland) - opened five
years ago in 2017. I remember
worrying if anyone would want
our minimum one hour home
care visits because the model
dominating the landscape is
one where home care is often
provided in 30 (sometimes just
15) minute visits. This leaves
little time to provide the kind
of care we would want for
ourselves, writes Guy Kirk
I needn’t have worried by the way - as
I went around the local community
talking to people about our plan to deliver
unrushed, relationship-led care, tailored
to each person’s needs I found that almost
everyone agreed this is how it should be
done. Our approach means our Caregivers
have time to develop strong relationships
with clients and provide professional care
with kindness and conversation – along
with laughter and smiles too!
Short visits can result in people being
treated as ‘tasks to be carried out’, rather
than as the wonderful, individual human
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being that they are. This is why, at Home
Instead, we focus on considering what
our clients want to achieve with the care
provided. So, whilst, for example, we may
help with housework, support our clients
to get out and about, or help them with
getting up, dressed and a whole range
of other things, these ‘tasks’ are carried
out for a higher purpose if you like. That
higher purpose – and our focus – is to help
our clients’ live life to the full and get the
most out of life!

5 Star Employer Award

So, getting things ‘just right’ for our clients
remains our most important driver. This
means tailoring care to each client and
encouraging feedback from them. We
really want to know if anything is not
right, so we can adjust things if necessary.
We emphasise the need to be open to
and encourage feedback from our
clients to all our staff – and this is now
an embedded part of our Home Instead
culture and values.

Care Professional
of the Year Finalist

I am so proud of our team of amazing
Care Professionals – our Caregivers who
support clients and our office team who
work so hard behind the scenes – ably led
by our Registered Manager Amy Moss.

We have just won the 5 Star Employer
Award for 2021. This is the fourth year in
a row we have won this. WorkBuzz run
an initiative to present 5 star awards to
businesses who excel in employee
engagement – and send out an
anonymous survey to all our staff. So we
are SUPER proud that it is based on staff
feedback and will continue to try to be the
type of company people want to be
part of!

Well done and congratulations to
Lesley Hunter who, up against some
strong national competition, has got
through to the last three in the national
Home Instead Care Professional of the
Year competition. This is an amazing
achievement and a well-deserved
recognition of the wonderful caring
support she provides not only to her
client, but also to our community and her
colleagues. You may remember Lesley
from an article a year or so ago – she was
the ‘mystery person’ who left painted
stones on every doorstep of a residential
apartment site during the pandemic.

Live well, your way
with care at home
Your home is where you feel the most comfortable
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Personal care
Dementia care

Home help
Companionship
Contact us on: 01670 338542

homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland
independently owned and operated
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the

BathroomandTile

Co.

Discover an extensive range
of beautiful bathrooms
and stunning tiles locally!
A truly inspirational showroom for
creating the perfect bathroom.
the

BathroomandTile

Co.

Tel: 01670 522 066

www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk
38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome
ACTUAL INSTALLATION

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

MOT

SERVICE

£35

£95 INC VAT

ONLY

FROM

01670 512651

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN
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Carbar
Automotive

Whether damage is major or minor, Carbar does a tip-top professional repair

Raising the Carbar
on bodywork repairs!
For so many people their car is
their pride and joy and when
it gets damaged either by just
a minor scrape, scuff or dent,
it can be upsetting for them.
But it need not be the disaster
it might at first seem especially
with local experts like Kevin
Robson and his team at Carbar
Automotive Ltd, on hand to
quickly restore damaged cars
to their showroom condition.
Based on the railway line edge of
Morpeth’s Coopies Lane Industrial Estate,
Carbar can have cars looking as good as
new again, whether the damage is minor
or far more extensive.
Kevin first set up his business some 35
years ago as a one-man-band in a small
unit on Coopies Lane. Later he transferred
to larger premises with a built-in spray
booth, after he won a contract to repair
all the Mercedes vans a local company
had on the road.
Two years ago Kevin had to move again
into his present much-larger site not only
to cope with all the work coming Carbar’s
way, but also to add an extension large
enough to house a £50,000 tailormade
paint-spraying booth with a ‘low-bake’
oven that allows Carbar to deliver
paintwork and bodywork repairs to the
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very highest professional standards.
So high, in fact, that all the local main and
independent car and van dealerships, use
Carbar to carry out any bodywork repairs
and refurbishments needed to their
vehicles before they go on sale.
But Kevin also has a growing trade among
local private car owners needing quality
bodywork repairs to their vehicles.
“That can be minor damage such as
scrapes and scuffs to doors, panels
or bumpers, through to much more
extensive repairs,” said Kevin. “What we
would say to people in those situations,
however, is to come and ask us for a
free estimate, because often they are
pleasantly surprised at how much more
cost-effective our repairs can be rather
than going through their insurance and
losing a ‘no-claims’ bonus.”
A quick Carbar turn-around on repairs
can also be another bonus for car owners
wanting their cars back on the road
without delay. “Because of the spraying
and drying technology in our workshop,
most minor repairs can be in and out in
little more than a day,” said Kevin.
Kevin has a six-strong workforce, most of
whom have been with the company since
leaving school and starting as apprentices
at Carbar. Four are now fully-qualified,
experienced and trained to the highest
professional standards, with another two

apprentices now learning their trade with
the company.
“The other thing we do is mix all the
paints we use in our workshop so we can
perfectly match any colour of any make
or model of car,” said Kevin.
As well as bodywork repairs, the Carbar
team are experts at alloy wheel re-paints,
and the company also offers customers a
full mechanical repairs’ service, annual
servicing to manufacturers’ specification,
replacements of brakes, clutches, timing
belts, batteries and suspensions.
As Kevin said: “We are proud of the
reputation we have built and maintain,
for providing customers with a valued,
quality and reliable service for whatever
we do to their car.
“We also pride ourselves on being
welcoming and professional as well
as being mindful of the fact that our
customers expect good, competitive prices
without sacrificing the quality of work.
Indeed, our emphasis on providing a
friendly and professional service makes
us a regular choice for lady drivers who
tell us they find our approach welcoming
and genuine.”
• Carbar can be contacted at Hepscott
House, Coopies Lane, Morpeth NE61 6JT;
by calling 01670 513781; or emailing
carbar1@hotmail.co.uk

CARBAR

MORPETHS LEADING CAR BODY
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

• Paintwork scratches
• Minor dents
• Alloy wheel repair
• Bumper scuffs
• Crash damage

Hepscott House, Coopies Lane Estate
Morpeth NE61 6JT

T. 01670 513 781

E. carbar1@hotmail.co.uk
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Bristol Street
Ford

Puma’s hat-trick
of awards
If Ford Puma sounds
a familiar name in the
motoring world, there’s
a good reason for that
because it was first
used on a small coupé
back in the 1990s. But
there’s also a sound
reason for mentioning
that right now, because
back in the day it was
named as a What Car?
of the year award
winner and its presentday successor has also
picked up the same
prestigious accolade.
Not once mind you,
but three times!
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The new-look Puma has just been named
as the What Car? Small SUV of the Year
for the third year in a row – a quite
remarkable achievement.

Another bonus is that the large underfloor
storage space in the rear of the Puma,
means it can take as many suitcases as
much larger and more expensive cars.

As the motoring pundit award judges,
said the compact size of a small SUV –
the acronym stands for Sports Utility
Vehicle – must not come at the expense
of practicality which should also be
reflected in the low-running costs of
the car, something which every owner
has to be so conscious of in the current
circumstances.

As expected there’s a choice of trims and
finishes from the entry-level Titanium
through to the sportier-looking ST-Line,
and onwards to the ST-Line X and finally,
the luxurious ST-Line Vignale.

The other requirements to make a small
SUV an award-winner are that it should
ride comfortably at the same time as
maintaining a sense of fun – and the Ford
Puma ticks both those boxes.

Indeed, the Puma is the first small Ford
to be available as a Mild Hybrid which
means it is powered by the1.0 Litre
EcoBoost power train allied to a 48V
battery making it a cost- effective way to
join the electric revolution which awaits
just around the corner.

The stylish Puma also looks sportier than
most of its class rivals, and with its nippy
acceleration and agile handling, it is
almost guaranteed to put a smile on the
face of its owner/drivers.
Its driving position is another strength.
Sharing a build-platform with its
stablemate the Fiesta, the Puma sits
relatively higher on the road than its
rivals, and boasts front seats offering
excellent support for its driver and
passenger. Tall passengers can also be
comfortably accommodated in the rear
of the car.

Under the bonnet there are three engine
options to choose from in the Ford Puma
range including the 1.0 Ecoboost Hybrid
155 petrol version.

For the technical-minded the battery is
automatically topped up by capturing the
energy that would normally be lost during
braking, so owners will never need to
plug the Puma in or have to worry about
having to look for a recharging point
while out on the road.
Like so many Fords, the Puma is great fun
to drive and the best way of finding that
out is to call in to the Bristol Street Ford
dealership on Morpeth’s Coopies Lane
Estate, to try that out for yourself!

FORD PUMA

Voted What Car? Small SUV
of the Year 2022
Make an appointment to view
in-person or via video link to your
home and see for yourself why.

AWARDS
2022
Sponsored by

cop hpi

Ford Morpeth

Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 096 0795 | bristolstreet.co.uk/ford
Fuel Consumption figures for the Ford Puma 1.0 EcoBoost Hybrid mHEV ST-Line 5dr Petrol: 125MPG, 125 BHP, 122 CO2 g/km. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend
upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.
Bristol Street Motors Ford Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. (Company
registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.
inside Morpeth 39

Bristol Street
Hyundai

Hyundai a winner yet again!
Winning awards from
the most influential
motoring press
publications, is generally
judged as a sure sign of
an outstanding motor
manufacturer or an
individual model, so to
do just that time after
time is an remarkable
achievement.

Which is what exactly what South Korean
car marker Hyundai has been doing over
the past few months.
In fact, the most influential motoring
press pundits have been showering
awards on not just a single model but
across the whole range of Hyundai cars!
The latest motoring magazine to be
singing the praised of Hyundai is none
other than Top Gear – acknowledged as
among the best the industry has to offer
- which has just named the company as
its Manufacturer of the Year, and the
outstanding i20 N as its Car of the Year.
Motoring journalists have the advantage
over most car owners in that they have
the pick of makes and models to test drive,
often in the most arduous conditions that
would generally be considered out of any
vehicle’s comfort zone.
Take the i20 N for example. Part of testing
to determine the winner of the award
was undertaken in the Australian outback
– and no car could be more out of its
comfort zone than in those conditions.
Yet the i20 N passed the test with
flying colours!
In naming Hyundai as its Manufacturer
of the Year, Top Gear praised the overall
breadth and quality of its models on
offer, adding prize-winners don’t win
such an award without demonstrating
overall brilliance.
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The Top Gear awards are just the latest
accolades to come Hyundai’s win. Last
year the Ioniq 5 which is setting the pace
in its use of electric vehicle technology,
won not just one but an unprecedented
four Auto Express new car awards, while
its larger stablemate the TUSCON was
crowned Car of the Year in the 2022
Carbuyer awards.
The Ioniq 5 also collected another four
awards from the Carbuyer judges who
mark the winners against their rivals
on cost, performance, comfort, safety
and practicality.
The achievements are all the more
remarkable when you consider Hyundai
has only been making cars for 50 years,
and is now the fifth largest motor
manufacturer in the world.
As Ashley Andrew, Hyundai’s UK
Managing Director, has been quoted
as saying, all the award wins in his
opinion, are testament to the company’s
design, innovation and technical prowess
across its entire range of models which
rank among the most diverse in the
motor industry,
But don’t take the words of the motoring
writers for gospel, because the best way to
judge whether there is a Hyundai model
ideally suited to your motoring needs,
is to call into the Bristol Street Motors
dealership on Morpeth’s Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, to see for yourself the
company’s great range of cars!

WINNERS!
AWARDS
2021

Come see for yourself and
order soon to avoid the queue.

Hyundai Morpeth

Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 7355 | bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai
Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai i20 1.6T GDi N 5dr Petrol: 40mpg, 204 bhp, 158 CO2 g/km. Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai i30 2.0T GDi N Performance 5dr
DCT Petrol: 34 mpg, 280 bhp, 191 CO2 g/km. Fuel Consumption figures for the Hyundai Kona 2.0 TGDi N 5dr DCT Petrol: 33 mpg, 280 bhp, 194 CO2 g/km. Figures shown are for
comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving
results, which will depend upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.
Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority (Company registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu
House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.
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All-New

Self-Charging Hybrid

Morpeth Honda

Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JN
Call 01670601136 or search Morpeth Honda
Cars shown are a HR-V 1.5 i-MMD e:HEV Hybrid Advance in Premium Sunlight White Pearl and Advance Style in two tone Meteoroid Grey Metallic with
Crystal Black Pearl – Economy & Emissions figures, HR-V: (WLTP) Range 4.1-7.1 (l/100km), CO 2 94-162 (g/km). Figures, sourced from EU regulated laboratory
test results, are provided for comparison purposes, and may not reflect real-life driving experiences.
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Vertu Honda
Morpeth

Friends Carole and Jim Burton, Carole and Joe Hanley with the Vertu Honda
sales team Mark Spring, Andy Davis, Aaron Jowsey and Steve Huntbach

Friends all round at
Vertu Honda Morpeth
There can be no better recommendation when
you are thinking of buying something new no
matter what that might be, than to listen to best
friends who are perfectly satisfied with the same
product they had already bought.
Even better, when those best friends also feel able to recommend
their supplier because they were so delighted with the way they
were looked after as a satisfied customer!
Which is exactly the situation Carole and Joe Hanley of North
Gosforth found themselves in when they were looking for a new
car. They knew Denise and Jim Burton of Killingworth were
more than happy with the HR-V model they had bought from
the Vertu Honda dealership on Morpeth’s Coopies Lane estate
– indeed they had all travelled in the car when they all went on
holiday together!
So, when Denise and Jim decided to exchange their HR-V for
the new Hybrid model, Carole and Joe thought it was time
they bought one too, and they took delivery of their new cars
within three days of one another! The four friends met up at the
dealership to pose for our Inside Morpeth photographer along
with the Honda team of Sales Manager Mark Spring and Sales
Executives Andy Davis, Steve Huntbach and Aaron Jowsey...
Oh and not forgetting Denise and Jim’s family pet, Kerry Blue
terrier Seamus!
It was the first time Carol and Joe had decided to switch to Honda,
doing so on the recommendation of their friends and they could
not be happier with their HR-V. Carole and Denise have been
friends for a dozen years since meeting up at a folk-art club. “We
are delighted with our new car and so glad we took Denise and
Jim’s advice to buy it from Vertu Honda Morpeth,” said Carole.
“We liked Denise and Jim’s HR-V when we all went on holiday
together, and the new Hybrid is such a smooth runner,”
added Joe.

The Vertu Honda Morpeth Honda team

When Denise and Jim bought their first HR-V they found the
multi-configuration of the rear seats ideal for Seamus with plenty
of space still available in their boot for luggage. “The economy of
the new hybrid is great too,” added Jim.
What delights the four friends is the welcoming and helpful
way they are always looked after by the Morpeth team. “The
dealership may be part of a national chain but it seems to run
like a true family business with everyone being so friendly and
helpful,” added Denise.
So, with that recommendation in mind, Inside Morpeth’s
photographer thought it would be a great idea to also take a Vertu
Morpeth Honda ‘family’ photograph of Mark, Andy, Steve and
Aaron with two other members of the team – Administration
Manager Joanne Dunn and master technician John Thomas
Swinney – as the people most likely to meet and greet customers
calling into the dealership!
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A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES
YOU CAN RELY ON
Owner Scott Bousfield and his family
provide professional top quality
flooring services specialising in
luxury vinyl floor tiles, carpets, safety
flooring vinyl for residential and
commercial premises.
From visiting Brooke in the
showroom at Pegswood, to a free
measure from Scott and expert fitting
by Roan, every Wansbeck Carpet &
Floor experience will be personal,
friendly, easy and enjoyable.

For a no obligation
free estimate
call us on 01670 516815
Come and visit our showroom at:
Unit 2a Pegswood Industrial Estate,
Morpeth NE61 6HZ
OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm;
Friday 9am to 4pm; Saturday 10am to 3pm
Closed Sunday
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Maximize
Education

Maximize Education
is striving to bring
tutorial support to all
As we move towards the final
term of another academic year
and reflect upon the students
we have been able to support
towards their examinations,
those who can’t access our
services are never far from
my mind, writes Christine
Jamieson.
For some time I have been moving
Maximize Education towards developing
a ‘sister charitable foundation’ able to
offer free or subsidised tutorial places
to students requiring financial support
and looking to ways we can support

rural communities.
This month the first steps have been taken
to make this a reality!
We have a generation of children who
experienced significant disruption
to their education and while schools
work tirelessly to redress the impact of
lockdowns and interrupted attendances,
we also know that additional, out-ofschool, individual support can make an
enormous difference.
The impact of the Covid pandemic on
learning will be with us for some time and
for organisations such as Maximize, the
challenge is to find ways to ensure a broad
accessibility to their services.

We look forward to sharing our
progress over the coming months as we
explore some exciting and innovative
opportunities.
In the meantime, some year 11 and 13
students approaching their GCSE and A
level examinations may be experiencing
last minute angst.
After-school revision sessions are
invaluable and always available at this
time of year, but anyone looking to
‘Review and ReviseTroublesome Topics.’
In our one to one tutorials can always
contact us by visiting
www.maximizeeducation.com

Established 1983
Indian Takeaway
For more than 36 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order
with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared.

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm
Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day
Closed every Tuesday
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For the safety of customers
allowed in the shop at a time.

LET'S GET
LEARNING
TOGETHER
Our Mission is to build confidence in learning among our
students; to take the stress out of exam preparation; to
encourage our young people to be the best they can be;
and to enjoy the time they spend with us.
SUMMER SCHOOL IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER THINKING ABOUT SUMMER HOLIDAY TUITION?
Book your place now to ensure your place. All subjects and
levels available.

Registrations for the 2022 - 2023 academic year
are now availablemfor booking

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929
or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

www.maximizeeducation.com
32a Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
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Direct Hearing
Services
OF MORPETH

Free hearing test and assessment
Appointments in the comfort of your own home or come to
me on Stobhill Farm with easy parking
All makes and models supplied and repaired
The latest technology - Bluetooth, wireless accessories,
smartphone apps
27 years of experience
HCPC registered audiologist
Completely independent - unlike most high street companies
60 day no quibble full refund guarantee if not 100% satisfied
If you’ve been quoted elsewhere, give us a call to see how
much you could save.

STAN HERON RHAD

0 167 0 5 0 418 2
11 Chathill Close Morpeth Northd NE61 2TH
www.directhearingservices.com

£100 off.indd 1
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You’ve focused on your
business, now let your
business focus on you
It’s never too early to consider
your business exit strategy
and future wealth plans

I

f you own a successful business,
you know what you need to make
your business succeed. You, your
employees and business advisers
focus on ensuring your business
continues to create value for your
customers, maintains your competitive
advantage and exploits market and
competitor opportunities.
However, successful business owners
tend to focus their time and energies
on their business, sometimes at the
expense of their personal needs. One
key challenge for any business owner is
how you can extract the rewards for the
hard work and personal sacrifices you
made in building your business, to create
financial independence for yourself and
your family.

savings can be made and demonstrating
a good track record of expense control
all help.
To maximise your exit value, the
business must stand alone without your
involvement. This means recruiting a
strong management team to whom you
can delegate the running of the business.
Your products and services should also
be scalable and your business should
have unique selling points, whilst you
keep an eye on competitors.

When exiting your business,
it is always best to plan as far
ahead as possible

A strong client base is needed with
measures established to protect it.
Set up long-term contracts with key
customers but also reduce dependence
on key clients. Similarly, you should have
appropriate commercial contracts with
key suppliers, employees or any individual
or entity that could impact your business.
Ultimately, you should consider that a
potential purchaser will conduct his or her
own due diligence prior to a sale.

A close examination of your business
to understand its strengths and
improvements, can considerably increase
the value you can achieve. If your
business can demonstrate a track record
of strong, growing profits it will attract
potential purchasers. Knowing where
your expenses are being incurred, where

When considering your options, you will
need to take advice and consider the
taxation consequences of the variety of
options open to you; and where to invest
your wealth. Whilst it may be practical
to delay investment decisions until
you have become accustomed to the
funds you have, it will increase the taxefficiency and flexibility of your options

if you decide, before you sell, what to do
with the profits.
As part of this process we will work
closely with your existing professional
advisers, helping you make the most of
your business assets. Similarly, we will
work with you to maximise your personal
assets. To achieve your goals, you need
an adviser who understands you and your
business and will work with you to help
you obtain the maximum benefit from all
your hard work.

You should plan for
your financial security as
rigorously as you plan for
your business success
The value of an investment with
St. James’s Place will be directly linked to
the performance of the funds you select
and the value can therefore go down as
well as up. You may get back less than
you invested.
The levels and bases of taxation, and
reliefs from taxation, can change at any
time. The value of any tax relief depends
on individual circumstances.
Exit planning may include referral to a
service that is separate and distinct to
those offered by St. James’s Place.

TMP WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD
Senior Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

Tel: 01670 505333
info@tmpwm.co.uk
www.tmpwealthmanagement.co.uk

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority)
for the purpose of advising solely on the group's wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group's website www.sjp.co.uk/products.
The 'St. James's Place Partnership' and the titles 'Partner' and 'Partner Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.
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Funny Ducks
of Morpeth

The Funny Ducks
of Morpeth
For this edition our Inside Morpeth columnist Bridget Gubbins has chosen to
write about the town’s most loved residents from down on the riverside
Every reader of Inside Morpeth knows about the ducks in the
Wansbeck. Down beside the Elliott Bridge, on the wooden
platform, grown-ups take their little ones to feed the ducks.
Quacking noisily, the ducks come close to the children who throw
them scraps of bread. It’s a Morpeth tradition.
At this time of year, the ducks often leave the river, finding a leafy
spot in which to lay their eggs, in the Millennium Green perhaps,
and once on the stone buttress of the footbridge by the Chantry
where everyone had a close view. Once hatched, the mother
duck has the tricky job of escorting them to the river. Soon, we
are losing count as their little legs paddle ten to the dozen around
her. How many? Ten, eleven, twelve?
But what about the funny ducks which can’t possibly be ducks?
Those little round ones which dive out of sight? When my boys
were small, as we walked home from Goosehill School, we
would see them disappear into the water only to pop up a little
further on. What could they be? We didn’t know, so we called
them “diving ducks”. There were other birds on the river which
obviously are different, including the mysterious duck-sized bird
which also dives and re-appears a little distance away.
So here is a bird-spotters’ quiz for children and adults. All these
birds can be seen on the Wansbeck in the centre of Morpeth.
Let’s see what we know. Answers upside down at the end.

Newly hatched ducklings. Photo by Ellie Terleske

1.	The males have shiny green heads and the females
are mainly brown
2.	Big white birds with long, graceful necks
(An easy one!)
3.	Screeching, flying birds with black heads in
summer, competing for the bread
4.	Tall lanky-legged birds, with long necks, long beaks
and a crest on their head, standing still and waiting
for eels or frogs
5.	Dark brown birds, smaller than ducks, with red
bills and bobbing heads
6. Small round birds which dive and then reappear.
7. 	Grey birds with huge beaks which often hold out
their wings to dry
8. 	Duck-like birds with clean white underside, black
heads and red hooked bills. Take a close look at the
photo. Can you pick it out?

Spot the “funny” duck which is not a duck (ignore the swan and the gulls!)

How did you score out of 8? Answers below
7-8 bird supremo, 5-6 nearly top of the class, 3-4 could be better, 1-2 we all have to start somewhere.
I simply don’t believe that anyone will score zero! We all know SOME of Morpeth’s funny ducks.
ANSWERS
1. Mallard 2. Mute swan.3 Black-headed gulls 4. Heron 5. Moorhen 6. Little grebe, also called dabchick 7. Cormorant 8. Goosander
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JULIE’S TILES
AND BATHROOMS
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BATHROOMS, TILES AND ACCESSORIES

£495
Inc. VA
T

£595
Inc. VA
T

WALK-IN
SHOWER
DEAL

1700mm x 700mm Low profile tray
1000mm x 8mm Screen
Twin-head shower
90mm Turbo waste

COMPLETE
FURNITURE
PACK
Basin and unit
BTW Pan with SC seat and unit
Concealed cistern
Mono tap and clicker waste

COMING SOON - GED'S TILE FACTORY
HUGE SELECTION OF STUNNING TILES ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

Tel: 01670 520 030 www.julies-bathrooms.co.uk

Unit 13 Armstrong Court, North Seaton Ind. Est., Ashington, NE63
0YB
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MORPETH RFC presents the

in association with

29th & 30th April 2022 at Morpeth Rugby Club
Grange House Field, Mitford Road, Morpeth, NE61 1RJ

30 Beers & Ciders and
“Gin ,Fizz, Wines & Pimms @ Marlish Mixer Bar”,
Entertainment, Food and Club Bar

(non-alcohol enthusiasts are welcome but a cover charge of £5 will apply)

Weekend passes can be bought in advance from
Morpeth Rugby Club or
online – please visit;
https://www.facebook.com/morpethbeerfestival/
Day 1 – Live Singer & Rugby
Friday 29th April 6pm to 11:30pm
Singer/Sax Player – Jason Isaacs - 8:45pm to 11pm
http://jasonisaacs.co.uk/
Rugby Tournament;
Northumberland RU VetFest Tournament – 6pm start
---------Day 2 – Live Bands, Singers & Rugby
Saturday 30th April 2pm to 11:30pm
KEVI Community Jazz Band – 2.30pm to 4pm
Lou Coel & Local Musicians- 4.30pm to 8pm
Rock Band : Siren - 8:45pm to 11pm
Facebook@sirenukband
Rugby Game;
Morpeth Marauders v Feltham – 2pm kick-off
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