To: ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL
You are summoned to attend the Full Council meeting to be held at 6:30pm on
Wednesday 17th November 2021 in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, Morpeth
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below.

Mrs Tracey Bell
Clerk to Morpeth Town Council
12th November 2021
OPEN SESSION
The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to or draw relevant
matters to the attention of the Council, prior to commencement of business. This is for a
period of 20 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person.
AGENDA
1.

Committee Chairman’s Announcements
•
•

2.

Mayoral Announcements
•
•

3.

Usual rules about recordings apply.
Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply.

The Mayor’s Ball will take place on Saturday 4th December 2021.
The Mayor has commissioned some ties and scarfs in Morpeth Town colours,
including the Town Crest, in aid of his chosen charity, contact Mental Health.
These are available for purchase at £30 each.

Apologies for Absence

4.

Declarations of Interest
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for
matters set out within this agenda.

5.

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held on Wednesday 15th September 2021
To approve the minutes of the above meeting, see appendix A.

6.

Northumbria Police Update
Members are provided with a report from Northumbria Police, see appendix B.

7.

Representatives on Outside Bodies
Reports are attached, see appendix C.

8.

Strategic County Councillor Updates
Members are provided for information with the County Councillor updates, see
appendix D.

9.

Local Council Issues
Members are asked to consider any issues to be brought to the attention of the next
Local Council meeting.

Appendix A

MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 15th September
2021 at 6:30pm in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, Morpeth
Present:
Councillors:

D Bawn
B Bawn
A Byard
A Cochrane
J Crawford
M Greveson
H Hall
R Hogg
E Miles
S Peacock
J Richardson
E Skinner
J Wearmouth
R Wearmouth

- Mayor

Clerks:

Mrs J Wilson
Miss K Carter

- Deputy Town Clerk
- Democratic Services Assistant

Absent Councillors:

J Clayton

- Business

Open Session
There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a question on this
occasion.
83/21

Committee Chairman’s Announcements
•
•

84/21

Usual rules about recordings apply
Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply

Mayoral Announcements
•
•
•

The Mayor’s Ball will take place on Saturday 4th December 2021.
A Prosecco on the Square event will take place on Saturday 11th September 2021 to
raise money for the Mayor’s charity.
The wine tasting event, Vino on the Veranda, will take place on Thursday 23 rd
September 2021 6pm at the Pavilion Café. Tickets are £22 each.
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•

85/21

The Mayor has commissioned some ties in Morpeth Town colours, including the Town
Crest, in aid of his chosen charity, contact Mental Health. These are available for
purchase at £30 each. Scarfs will become available shortly.

Declarations of Interest
The Chairman received no declarations of interest on this occasion.

86/21

Minutes of the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making ceremony held on Wednesday 21st
July 2021
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.
Cllr D Bawn advised members that the Morpeth Forum event, due to take place in October
2021, has been cancelled due to Northumberland County Council (NCC) COVID
regulations.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
(ii) That the Minutes of 21st July 2021, a copy of which had been previously circulated to
each Member, be approved, and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.

87/21

External Audit
Members were advised that the external audit for 2020/21 has been completed and
were provided for consideration and approval the external auditors report.
RESOLVED
(i) Members unanimously approved the external audit.

88/21

Representatives on Outside Bodies
Members were provided for information with the Outside Organisation reports.
Cllr Cochrane advised members that the Climate Change Steering Group will be hosting a
virtual open event on the 29th September 2021 to talk about Climate Champions.
Members agreed to add Cllr Cochrane and the Climate Change Steering Group to the list
of representatives on outside bodies.
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RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
(ii) To add Cllr Cochrane and the Climate Change Steering Group to the list of
representatives on outside bodies.
89/21

Strategic County Councillor Updates
Members were provided for information with the County Councillor updates.
Cllr Hogg enquired about antisocial behaviour in Stobhill.
Cllr Byard advised that the police are considering installing lights next to the community
centre to discourage loitering.
Cllr Byard recommended to use the text number to log any crime reports.
Cllr Hogg suggested that a link to the police text service be posted on the Town Council
website.
Cllr R Wearmouth advised that police have requested that the orientation of some of the
CCTV cameras in the town be changed to cover a wider area.
Cllr D Bawn proposed that the police be invited to the next Full Council meeting to discuss
issues in the town.
Cllr Peacock enquired where to report homeless people to.
Cllr D Bawn advised that the NCC Homelessness Team should be contacted.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
(ii) To post the link to the police text service on the Town Council website.
(iii) To invite the police to the next Full Council meeting.

90/21

Local Council Issues
Cllr D Bawn advised that the Town Council’s query regarding s106 protocols had been
raised at Local Area Council on Monday 13th September 2021. A formal written response
will be received shortly.
Cllr Cochrane enquired about the Local Transport Plan process.
Cllr R Wearmouth advised that it would be agreed in October, considered at Local Area
Council, and if approved, implemented the following budget year.
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Members agreed to invite Martin Podevyn to either the November or January Full Council
meeting to discuss the cycle and walking plan in Morpeth, as he had been involved in the
cycle lane at Stobhill.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
There was no other business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 7:07pm with
Councillors B Bawn, D Bawn, A Byard, A Cochrane, J Crawford, M Greveson, H Hall, R
Hogg, E Miles, S Peacock, J Richardson, E Skinner, J Wearmouth and R
Wearmouth present.
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Morpeth Town Council Report
Appendix B
•

What criteria the police use to deploy community support officers in the area.

Officers and CSO’s within the team are allocated areas within the Morpeth area. As such
they are deployed to patrol these areas, spending time in their locations and engaging with
the community in their designated patrol areas.
They will also however be deployed to deal with identified issues in other areas in order to
assist with ongoing problems that have been identified through intelligence gathering and
incident reporting.
•

Why are the phone response times so slow

We receive around one million calls to the 101 non-emergency number every year. However, it
is not always the best method of contact for every query

We encourage tech savvy people whenever they can to forgo ringing 101 and instead report
non-time sensitive issues such as sharing dashcam footage online. To do this people should
Google ‘Northumbria Police – Report an Incident’ or ‘Northumbria Police Tell us
Something.’
Using this contact method in non-emergency situations helps free up our call handlers to
answer calls that do require urgent responses.
We also ask people to ‘Think Twice’ – around 15 per cent of calls aren’t police related. Some
of the calls we receive are not police-related or are just asking for guidance which can be found
elsewhere.
Recently, for example, we’ve had curious callers ask questions such as ‘Do I have to tell my car
insurers that I have points on my licence?’
Calls like these might seem harmless, but they create a huge demand on the staff working in the
communications centre who could otherwise be busy dealing with genuine emergencies.
We receive hundreds of calls every day and we want to be able to deliver an outstanding service
to everyone who gets in touch.
If your call isn’t urgent we would also urge people to where possible contact us online – you can
report a whole host of information this way – this will also help keep our lines free for
emergencies.
But remember in an emergency or if a crime is on-going always call 999 to request immediate
police assistance.

•

An overview of policing priorities for Morpeth, as well as each ward;

Morpeth Town Council Report
Morpeth North , Kirkhill, Stobhill and an overview on crime by type for each ward
by month for the past 12 months
The below is a 12 month breakdown of crimes recorded in the area as a whole and also the
areas requested.
Please note that this is not exact as Northumbria police systems are designed around foot
beats and not council wards.
It should also be noted that due to the way that police are required to record crimes under
the national crime recording processes, crimes are often recorded by police which are
deemed to be very much minor in nature by the person involved and not expected to have
been recorded.
For example – a verbal argument between two parties can lead to a public order crime or
even a common assault being recorded due to the potential fear of an assault

General Crime Trends
The graph below show a breakdown of reported crimes in the Morpeth town area
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Seasonality in relation to crimes
The below graph show the comparison over the past 3 years, with reference to the crime
rates within the Morpeth Town area. At present and to current date, it is showing a drop
after an increase.

Morpeth North – crime breakdown
Crimes
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Seasonality

Kirkhill - Crime Breakdown
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Seasonality

Stobhill – Crime breakdown
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Seasonality

•

How many incidents have been threats or violence against women and girls?

Within the last 12 months the following has been found relating to violent crime in the
Morpeth Town area; namely that 55% of violent crimes reported have the victim as being
female.
A further breakdown is as follows:
o The largest age group for females recorded as victims of Violence offences is
18-30, which accounts for 30% of all female offence and 16% of all Violence
offences.
o 31% of offences where a female is recorded as a victim are domestic related.
o The largest crime type in which the victim has been recorded as a female is
Common Assault, which accounts for 45% of all offences. Common assault is
also the highest crime type for crimes where a male is recorded as a victim,
which accounts for 44% of all offences
o Serious violence offences Section 20 and Section 18 account for four offences
where a female is recorded as a victim over the 12 month period. This is in
comparison to five offences where a male is recorded as a victim.

Morpeth Town Council Report
•

What the police are doing to keep women safe in Morpeth

In general the Neighbourhood and Reponses Teams are trying to keep everyone safe within
the Morpeth areas as well as those visiting the area; however in the terms of the above
requests we are and have been running a number of operations.
•

•

OP Cloak – Force wide Operation covering the night time economy with in
Northumbria Police areas and identifying vulnerable females and assisting with their
welfare to prevent any offences as well as positive action towards any identified
offenders.
OP Franklin- Force wide Operation reacting to, investigating and prevention action
around the national issues reported about Spiking in licenced premises.

Within Morpeth •
•
•
•

Performing licencing checks and dealing with any issues reported within licenced
premises along with continued contact with licencing authorities
Vulnerability training has been provided to members of the pub watch scheme
Positive action is taken in all domestic abuse reports
Call backs and further Safeguarding provide to DA victims through NPT and Safety
planning

The above are just a few elements of what local police have been providing within the
Morpeth area and further can be discussed at the meeting if needed.
•

There may also be speed checks forthcoming in the area. Is this correct?

Speed checks and dealing with areas where speeding issues have been reported are part of
the team’s everyday business and will continue to be so working with the Road Safety unit
and utilising differing tactics, however exact dates and location would not be provided as
this would be detrimental to the effectiveness of the identified tactic.
•

Which other agencies the police work with proactively to respond and move
forward.

The list of the people that we work with is extensive however every month we have a
meeting which is referred to as the VOL meeting (victim offender location) in which our local
partner discuss current issues, emerging issues and plan actions to deal with them.
**Hospitals?
•

Whether priorities have changed due to lockdown.

Priorities have not changed within the police service or the organisation and our goals
remain the same, however given the issues that COVID has caused and continues to cause
community engagement was temporarily scaled back.
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Given that we appear to potentially be returning to some element of normality the
engagement element of the role will continue to re-emerge and progress back to normal
levels, however, again public safety will continue to be a relevant concern
•

An overall picture and plans / priorities for moving forward.

The plan is to continue to work with all our partners to make the residents of Morpeth and
also visitors to Morpeth to feel safe. Whilst also working to reduce any reported or
identified problems and issues in the area through active problem solving and partnership
working
•

Issues with underage drinking and anti-social behaviour. Advised by some offlicence owners that the police are doing a crackdown on this, and it would be good
to know what they are doing.

The above issues continue to be looked at and dealt with by the team.
Youth related drinking and ASB are dealt with through active relationships with housing,
youth offending, youth support agencies and the like; to not only take enforcement action
but also to provide support and advice when needed. With documented processes fully in
place with reference to dealing with any youth related issues.
We will also continue to work with Trading Standards around youths gaining access to
alcohol form premises however further details of this would again be detrimental to any
tactics being used.

Appendix C

Reports re Outside Organisations
Organisations
Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade
Hunter Memorial Homes

Councillor
Harry Hall
Shirley Peacock

Millennium Green

Mike Greveson

Morpeth Heritage Network
Greater Morpeth Development Trust

Alison Byard
Justin Clayton

Hollon Trust

Alison Byard (Trustee until
Sept 2022)

Markets Advisory Group
Town and Parish Liaison

Justin Clayton
Andy Cochrane

Report
Nil report received.
Nil report received.
The Old Bakehouse Millennium Green trust has won the Green Flag award
for 2021. The judge's report described the Green in glowing terms; "An
absolute hidden gem! A fantastic site and a great asset to the community."
A new bench has been installed and the trustees have kept the Green in tiptop condition with regular tidy-ups.
Nil report, next meeting 3rd week of November.
Nil report received.
Friday 5th November 2021 saw the welcome return of a traditional annual
Morpeth event, following its cancellation last year due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The Hollon Tea took place in the Corn Exchange of Morpeth Town
Hall with some 50 annuitants present, along with two special guests – the
Mayor of Morpeth, Cllr David Bawn & the Bishop of Newcastle, the Very
Reverend Christine Hardman.
Instead of the traditional 3 course lunch, our senior citizens were served with
a special 'boxed Tea'. Entertainment was provided by 4 students from KEVI,
led by Youth Trustee Ava. Every possible precaution was taken to ensure
Covid safety, with all attendees double vaccinated and most had received
their booster.
The Mary Hollon Annuity & Relief in Need Fund was established in 1881
when Richard Hollon of York donated £5,000 to Morpeth Corporation to give
a “liberal meat tea” and a ton of coal to 25 elderly people from Morpeth
each year, in memory of his late wife Mary Trotter. The Tea is held on 5
November, the anniversary of their wedding in 1855.
In addition to organising the annual Tea, the trustees consider requests for
assistance from Morpeth residents in distress or hardship, working closely
with organisations such as Contact Mental Health, Wansbeck Valley Food
Bank, Citizens' Advice and local churches.
Nil report received.
Nil report received.

Organisations
NCC Local Area Council
Climate Change Steering Group
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Councillor
Alison Byard
Rachael Hogg
Andy Cochrane

Report
Nil report.
Nil report received.

Appendix D

County Councillor Updates
Cllr R Wearmouth
Along with members of the Morpeth Forum I attended the launch of Pleased to Meet
You in the last month. The venue already seems very busy and does not seem to
have dented in any significant way trade from elsewhere.
In association with Cllr Bawn have sought some clarification regarding the
implementation of the link road from the Morpeth Northern Bypass to the St Georges
Estate. I understand that there is a plan soon to be forthcoming from Homes England
outlining their wider plans for the site in this regard soon.
Together with Cllr Bawn and Beynon I have provided £3k of small schemes funding
to the William Turner Garden revamp (Carlisle Park).
I understand from the Clerk that there is some progress on the studies to see if we
can move to the next stage of the community orchard at Bankside. I remain ready to
support this with small schemes funding alongside John and David.

