
 

   
 

To: ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
You are summoned to attend the Full Council meeting to be held at 6:30pm on 
Wednesday 15th September 2021 in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, Morpeth 
 
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below. 

 
Mrs Tracey Bell 
Clerk to Morpeth Town Council 

10th September 2021 

OPEN SESSION 
 

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to or draw relevant 
matters to the attention of the Council, prior to commencement of business. This is for a 
period of 20 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements 
 

• Usual rules about recordings apply. 

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply. 
 

2. Mayoral Announcements 
 

• The Mayor’s Ball will take place on Saturday 4th December 2021. 

• The wine tasting event, Vino on the Veranda, will take place on Thursday 
23rd September 2021 at the Pavilion Café. Tickets are £22 each.  

• The Mayor has commissioned some ties in Morpeth Town colours, including 
the Town Crest, in aid of his chosen charity, contact Mental Health. These are 
available for purchase at £30 each. Scarfs will become available shortly.  
 

3. Apologies for Absence 
 
 
 



 
 

   
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
 
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for 
matters set out within this agenda.  

 
5. Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held on Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 
To approve the minutes of the above meeting, see appendix A. 

 
6. External Audit 
 

Members are advised that the external audit for 2020/21 has been completed and 
are provided for consideration and approval the external auditors report, see 
appendix B. 

 
7. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
 

Reports are attached, see appendix C. 
 

8. Strategic County Councillor Updates 
 

Members are provided for information with the County Councillor updates, see 
appendix D. 

 
9. Local Council Issues 

 
Members are asked to consider any issues to be brought to the attention of the next 
Local Council meeting. 
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MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Council Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 21st July 2021 at 
6:30pm in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, Morpeth  

Present: 

Councillors:  D Bawn - Mayor

B Bawn 

A Byard 

J Clayton 

A Cochrane 

J Crawford 

M Greveson 

H Hall 

E Lawson 

S Peacock 

J Richardson 

J Wearmouth 

R Wearmouth 

Clerks: Mrs T Bell - Town Clerk

Miss K Carter - Democratic Services Assistant

Absent Councillors: E Skinner - Holiday

R Hogg - Illness

Open Session 

There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a question on this 

occasion. 

53/21 Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

• Usual rules about recordings apply

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply

54/21 Mayoral Announcements 

• A Mayor’s Quiz Night will take place on Thursday 22nd July 2021at 7pm, at Harry’s

Coffee Bar. Proceeds to go to the Mayor’s charity. Tickets available from Harry’s

Coffee Bar, £10 per head.

• The Hiroshima Day ceremony takes place on Friday 6th August 2021, the Mayor will be

in attendance and encouraged Councillors to also attend.

Appendix A
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• The official opening of the Pavilion Café takes place on Friday 10th September 2021, 

invites have been sent out. 

 

55/21 Declarations of Interest 

 

The Chairman received no declarations of interest on this occasion. 

 

56/21 Minutes of the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making ceremony held on Wednesday 

19th May 2021 

 

The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record. 

 

RESOLVED  

 

(i) Information duly noted. 

(ii) That the Minutes of 19th May 2021, a copy of which had been previously circulated to 

each Member, be approved, and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 

 

57/21 Matters Arising from Full Council held on Wednesday 19th May 2021 

 

There were no matters arising on this occasion. 

 

58/21 Items Referred from Other Committees and Working Groups 

 

There were no items on this occasion. 

 

59/21 Representatives on Outside Bodies 

 
Members were provided for information with the Outside Organisation reports. 

 

Cllr D Bawn advised members that there will be a Morpeth Forum event in the Town Hall 

in October 2021 to give updates on projects happening in Morpeth.  

 

Cllr R Wearmouth hoped that a consultation could begin on the potential use of the old 

leisure centre site.  

 

Cllr Cochrane gave an update on the Climate Change Steering Committee. £5m has been 

allocated to the green homes grant. The climate Change Action Team have also increased 

their officers from two to fifteen.  An open day will take place in September 2021 to 

determine the next Climate Change Champions. There is also a tree planting scheme, 

where each family can apply for a tree to plant in an appropriate area. 
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RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted. 

 

60/21 Strategic County Councillor Updates 

 
Members were provided for information with the County Councillor updates. 
 
Cllr R Wearmouth advised members that the Local Transport Plan consultation by NCC is 
now live. He asked members to email the Clerk if they have any suggestions for 
improvements to roads/pathways where it will be discussed at the Planning and Transport 
committee for agreement. He also informed members that the LNER consultation is still 
underway and the majority of feedback has been negative. This was discussed at the 
Planning and Transport committee where it was agreed that Cllr Byard would respond to 
the consultation on behalf of the Town Council.  
 
Cllr D Bawn informed members that the parking scheme at Kings Avenue is now in place, 
this will be review in one year. He also advised that bollards will be installed at Bullers 
Green around the paved triangle to increase road safety.  
 
Cllr Greveson raised concerns regarding the standard of roads in the town. 
 
Cllr R Wearmouth gave an update on the money which had been allocated across the 
county. 
 
Cllr D Bawn advised that NCC have made significant improvements to the roads and 
continue to do so.   
 
Cllr Cochrane enquired if a date had been set for the improvements to the A1. 
 
Cllr Wearmouth advised that planning permission is due by November 2021 to be finalised 
over the winter.   
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
 

61/21 Local Council Issues 

 

There were no issues on this occasion. 

 

Cllr D Bawn advised members that the next Local Area committee will take place in 

September 2021. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted.  
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There was no other business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 6:58pm with 
Councillors B Bawn, D Bawn, A Byard, A Cochrane, J Clayton, J Crawford, M Greveson, H 
Hall, E Lawson, S Peacock, J Richardson, J Wearmouth and R Wearmouth present.   
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Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21

In respect of MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL- NL0100

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control.  The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

 summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as
external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below).  Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None.

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature 24/08/2021Date
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Reports re Outside Organisations 

Organisations Councillor Report 

Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade Harry Hall Nil report received. 

Hunter Memorial Homes Shirley Peacock Nil report received. 

Millennium Green Mike Greveson 
The trustees have had a recent Garden Fete which was very successful thanks 
in part to the support of the Town Council.  We were given bunting and 
tables for the day. 

Morpeth Heritage Network Alison Byard 

Meeting held 8th September 2021, discussed: 
KEVI digitisation of Archives - letters of support for bid sent by me as Chair of 
Heritage Network and by the Mayor.  
75th anniversary of Morpeth Antiquarians 
BB Hall - new doors at back and work on front window.  Display boards 
during Heritage Open Days to show news of redevelopment project Sat 18/9 
10am - 5pm. 
Clocktower Bellringers ringing again on Wednesday nights but difficult to do 
3 hour Mayor's peal in masks etc.  Clocktower open for Heritage Open Days, 
Sat 18th Sept 10 - 12 and 2 - 4pm. 
Collingwood Society lecture for Heritage Open Days, Wed 16/9, Capt Stephen 
Healey on The Collingwood Family and Morpeth, Town Hall, 7.30pm, free 
event. 

Greater Morpeth Development Trust Justin Clayton 
Given by Cllr Byard: Two new staff settling in.  Expo and AGM 3pm and 
5.30pm respectively on Wed 16th September in Town Hall. 

Hollon Trust 
Alison Byard (Trustee until 
Sept 2021) 

No referrals for assistance lately. 
Trustee meeting next week to discuss how/if to hold the Hollon Tea on 5th 
November. 

Markets Advisory Group Justin Clayton Nil report received. 

Town and Parish Liaison Andy Cochrane Nil report. 

NCC Local Area Council 
Alison Byard 
Rachael Hogg 

Nil report. 
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County Councillor Updates 

Cllr R Wearmouth 

Progress continues to be made on the leisure centre new build and the 
refurbishment of county hall.  County Hall "parts 5 and 6" also known as the "dogs 
leg" will include external works only at this stage with a decision to be made about 
what internal works to do being made in the coming months as the county examines 
the new ways of working brought by the pandemic. The council chamber should be 
open by November this year. 

The Queens Head would appear to be gearing up for an opening in September (this 
month) which will be great for the town if achieved.  

I have had a number of questions regarding refugees from Afghanistan. The council 
has made offers to house refugees and the government is funding the resettlement 
of at least 3 refugee families in the county. We are very much prepared to welcome 
more but at the moment this is all that we are being asked to assist with. 

Cllr J Beynon 

Alison and myself had a meeting with the Police and officers from Karbon Homes, 
this is a regular, normally twice a year meet up so we can have a walk around the 
Avenues and discuss any problems, it's always very useful and a chance to talk to 
residents, issues inc. rats, state of gardens, the pigeon lofts, parking and many 
more.  

Appendix D
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