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Editor of Inside Morpeth

Ian Leech

If the summer of 2020 was one to forget 
for all the wrong reasons, then surely 
everyone is longing for the summer of 
2021 to be one to remember for all the 
right reasons!  And that goes for Morpeth 
and the people who live and work in town 
as much as it does for everyone of all 
ages right across the country.

At the time of writing Boris Johnson and his Government had not 
decided one way or another as to whether to proceed with the final 
lifting of restrictions as planned on June 21st in line with their 
so-called road map to recovery, or delay their plans to allow more 
time for more people to be vaccinated against covid and to see what 
impact the coronavirus variants are having on rising case numbers or 
hospital admissions.

Of course, the safety of everyone of all ages right across the country, 
has to be paramount but the dilemma for the PM and his cabinet 
colleagues is how to balance that against the need to get the economy 
finally back on the road to recovery as well as giving people a chance 
to enjoy more freedoms in their lives over the summer months.

With the weather being so glorious of late, people are longing to 
get back out and have some fun in their lives.  As we are report in 
this issue, plans are underway to stage two ever-popular summer 
family fun days in Morpeth – Picnic in the Park and the Morpeth Fair.  
Traders in Morpeth are also keen to see more people in their shops 
and there seems to be a feeling that the town is bursting to be back in 
business.  There are a number of new shops and restaurants around 
town ready to join long-established businesses to further demonstrate 
what a great place Morpeth is to visit and enjoy.

At the same time, they are also so keen to stress that they all need the 
support of Morpeth’s own residents and not just the visitors to the 
town, perhaps more so now than ever before.
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'Elder statesman' Nic steps 
down as a town councillor

Towards the end of his  
career as a councillor,  
Nic Best was seen by 
colleagues as an elder 
statesman in Morpeth. His 
experience was appreciated 
by newer colleagues and 
helped to make a success 
of some key projects that 
will contribute to the future 
shape of the town.

Nic became involved in electoral politics 
when he moved to Morpeth 1989 and, 
after a few times of asking, was first 
elected to the Town Council at a by-
election in 1997. Elected to Castle Morpeth 
Borough Council two years later, he has 
worked at a number of levels for the town 
and wider area.

Despite now being the second largest 
party on Morpeth Town Council, and 
quickly establishing itself as the third 
largest party in English politics, in 1997 
the Green Party was still in its infancy. 
While knocking on doors, many people  
didn’t distinguish between the Green 
Party and Greenpeace. It was this that 
motivated Nic to spread awareness of 
environmental issues.

During his time in the region Nic also 
stood for the Wansbeck parliamentary 
seat and featured in the Green Party’s 
North East list for the European 
Parliament. Asked if he had ambitions  
for higher office Nic admitted that had  
he hoped to become a Member of 
Parliament he would have picked a 
different area to stand.

Nic’s interest in green issues goes back 
decades, and he has quite a CV proving 
his credentials on the issue. Nic holds a 
first class degree in Geology from Oxford 
University where he spent a  
while specialising in paleo-ecology.  
To save readers the effort of googling that, 
it is the study of organisms and  
their environments, making him 
something of an expert on the science  
of climate change.

Despite being ahead of the curve on 

green issues, Nic was keenly aware of 
Morpeth’s significance as a market town, 
and showed how these could work hand 
in hand. For many years Nic led the Town 
Council’s involvement with the Morpeth 
Farmer’s Market as well chairing North 
East England Farmer’s Markets for fifteen 
years. For Nic, the motivation for this 
was clear; shopping local helps local 
businesses, while reducing food miles and 
ensuring ethical production practices.

Nic worked closely with colleagues 
across political boundaries to deliver 
some key projects. Joan and Andrew 
Tebbutt retired alongside Nic this year, 
the trio having worked together to 
develop the Morpeth Neighbourhood 
Plan which received the support of 93 
percent of residents who turned out to 
vote in February 2016. The plan is now 
working for the town, providing a defence 

against overdevelopment and tangible 
possibilities for improving opportunities 
for Morpeth. Nic also led on the 
development of the Morpeth Conservation 
Area which will help councillors protect 
the character of the town. 

Asked what advice he would give to others 
seeking to get involved in local politics, 
Nic was typically modest, stating that if 
people were genuinely keen they wouldn’t 
need his advice. However, he did offer 
one simple message, stating: “If you want 
to change things look at what you are 
interested in and go and make it happen.”

Councillors, former councillors, and 
residents alike will recognise that the 
Morpeth town and community is a  
better place than it would have been 
without Nic’s efforts, for which we can  
all be thankful.

Nic Best

Nic Best – retired 
as a councillor 
after 24 years

Jack Gebhard pays tribute to a former councillor colleague
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Matt’s quick on the 
draw with his bold 
business ventures
Talented young artist and budding entrepreneur Matt Robson talks to Ian Leech, 
Inside Morpeth Editor, about opening his new shop and art gallery in Morpeth

Matt Robson 
Artwork
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Matt Robson 
Artwork

Not many people take the brave and bold 
decision to significantly expand their 
business less than a year after initially 
starting it up……and even fewer do it at 
the age of just 17 years old!

But that’s exactly what Matt Robson  
has just done, and all this at a time  
when the British high street has been 
facing its greatest ever challenge after 
being closed down for months on end  
by the Government as it tried to stop  
the devastating spread of the  
coronavirus pandemic.

After launching his business in Alnwick 
last year, Matt has moved down the A1 
to open his second shop in Morpeth’s 
Newgate Street as quite possibly the 
youngest businessman in town.

Despite his tender years, however, he 
is no stranger to the world of business 
having started selling his artwork when 
he was just 11 years old.

He first began exhibiting and selling 
his works of art at a village show in 
Alnmouth, and, so successful was he that 
his appearances at fairs and country 
shows became a regular feature of his life.

Just before Christmas 2019 he took the 
bold decision to open a ‘pop-up’ shop in 
Narrowgate, Alnwick to sell his wildlife 
scenes, birds and animal drawings.  That 
went so well that in early 2020 he decided 
to leave the Duchess High School in 
Alnwick and go into business full-time at 
the shop.

“I had thought about university or art 
college but I knew that if I did that in five 
or six years time I would be still in the 
same position of doing what I am now so I 
decided why wait but go for it,” he said.

Of course, not long after opening came 
high street trading lockdown, but Matt 
chose to positively use the time he 
suddenly had on his hands, to build up 
more stock and new lines to sell.

So, in addition to selling his drawings he 
introduced some new homeware lines 
such as soft furnishing, plates and mugs 
all of which feature his drawings and 
since then, he had bought the equipment 
he needs to engrave his work onto 

glassware and slate – all of which are now 
on display at his new Morpeth shop.

Matt has also taught himself the  
art of picture framing, so literally 
anything anyone buys from him is all  
his own work.

Again, during lockdown his Dad John – a 
painter and decorator – helped him design 
and fit out the Morpeth shop, while Mum 
Lisa has also been roped into the business 
to help run it.

Matt explained that drawing and painting 
has been a passion with him for as long 
as he can remember.  “I was always 
drawing, taking my inspiration from the 
wildlife and animals all around us in 
Northumberland,” he said.

Matt starts all his new creations using 
coloured pencils before taking prints from 
his drawings to sell either as exclusive or 
limited editions, as well as transferring 
them as multiple prints and also on to 

his homeware products.  One of his most 
striking images is of a Highland cow 
which has proved particularly popular 
with customers.

Another busy side of his business is taking 
commissions from customers wanting 
drawings quite often of their family pet 
cats and dogs or their horses.  Many of 
his drawings not only adorn the walls of 
family homes not just locally but around 
the country thanks to website sales.

What did his school pals think, I wonder, 
when he told them he was leaving to 
start his own business?  “I don’t think 
they were really surprised because they 
had always known about me selling my 
work at fairs and shows, so were quite 
expecting me to make a career from my 
art,” he said.

And, what of the future for this 
determined young man?  “I started off in 
Alnwick but you never know where things 
might take me and I am already thinking 
of opening more shops in the future,” 
Matt told me.

So, watch this space!  I am sure we are 
going to hear a great deal more about 
Morpeth’s newest young businessman 
Matt Robson in the years ahead!

“... I am already thinking 
of opening more shops 
in the future...”
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Matt Robson frames all his paintings and prints
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Carter-Smith
Planning Consultants

T. 0771 896 7722    W. tony@cartersmithplanning.com
www.cartersmithplanning.co.uk

Get in touch, we would be happy to help you with your project
whatever the size!

FIRST CONSULTATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE

Tony Carter has held senior roles in 
Local Authority and Private Sector 
Planning for over 20 years giving 
him the knowledge and 
experience to help you with all of 
your planning and property needs.

Carter-Smith
Planning Consultants
For all your
planning needs

• Change of Use Applications

• Lawful Development Certificates 

• Barn Conversions

• Advertisement Consents

• Householder Planning Applications
 (Extensions & Conversions)

• New Build Applications
 (Domestic & Commercial)

• Appeals 

• Planning Conditions
 (Discharge, Removal of & Variations)

• Design & Access Statement

• Listed Building Consents

• Prior Notification Applications
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Hadrian 
Motorhomes

At a time when ‘staycation’ 
has become a buzz word in the 
travel trade industry, it should 
perhaps come as no surprise 
that motorhome holidays are 
now an increasingly popular 
option for people of all ages 
choosing to take a break 
within the shores of the United 
Kingdom rather than jetting off 
to foreign parts.

Over the past 15 months the pandemic 
has rocked the airline industry and 
the travel trade to the extent that 
holidaymakers unable to fly to  
worldwide destinations, are increasingly 
opting instead for a holiday at home -  
or a ‘staycation.’

Rather than booking a B & B guest house 
or hotel, or renting a cottage, more 
and more people are looking to hire a 
motorhome for a short break or their 
longer annual holiday, offering as it does 
the freedom to go where you want at your 
own pace, at the same time as enjoying all 
the comforts of home.

It’s a fact that a motorhome adventure 
starts the very moment you leave home 
and in the case of hiring a vehicle from 
Hadrian Motorhome Hire that’s right  
here in Morpeth!

There’s no waiting around in long airport 
queues or sitting on an aeroplane for 
many hours, because the moment you 
switch on the engine outside your front 
door, your motorhome holiday is up  
and running.

No one knows that better than 
experienced motorhomers Kevin and 
Tricia Harkin who have set up their 
Hadrian hire business in Morpeth’s 
Coopies Lane.  For a number of years now 
they have enjoyed loving life in the great 
outdoors travelling around the UK and 
across Europe, and they have built those 
experiences into their new company for 
the benefit of anyone hiring one of  
their motorhomes.

All are luxury 4-berth, highly appointed 
German-made motorhomes, with 
standard on-board equipment such 
as automatic transmission, cab air-

conditioning, a Panasonic infotainment 
system and TV/DVD combination, a fridge/
freezer, shower and toilet facilities.  Roof-
mounted solar panels and built-in LPG 
systems, allow for time spent off-grid 
rather than on an appointed site - the 
motorhome equivalent of ‘wild camping 
- which still provide the benefits of heat 
and power.

Hire prices include all the accessories 
needed, as well as comprehensive UK 
insurance for one driver aged between 30 
and 75 years old. Up to two medium-sized 
dogs are also allowed per booking.

“We have loved motor-homing for 
many years now, so decided to set up in 
business giving other people the chance to 
experience the same delights as we have 
had of travelling around this beautiful 
country of ours,” said Kevin.  “When you 
think of it, we have some magnificent 
scenery and places to visit almost on our 
doorsteps in Morpeth with the rest of 
Northumberland, the Lake District, the 
Yorkshire Dales and Scotland just a short 
drive away.”

When they began thinking about setting 
up their business Kevin and Tricia talked 
to fellow motor-homers they met on 
sites about what they most wanted from 
a motorhome and the overwhelming 
answer was a luxury vehicle. “So that is 
the market we have gone for,” said Kevin.

“Modern motorhomes such as the ones we 

have for hire are the last word in luxury.  
They are also surprisingly easy to drive 
and give you the freedom to go where 
you want, when you want.  They are 
fully equipped with everything anyone 
needs to enjoy their holiday right down 
to the really important items such as a 
corkscrew and glasses!”

Currently, with covid restrictions still 
in place, every Hadrian Motorhome 
is meticulously cleaned and sanitised 
between each booking.

Before setting off on their holiday, anyone 
hiring a Hadrian Motorhome will also 
have a comprehensive familiarisation 
session with Kevin, on all they need to 
know about safely using the vehicle 
and he will also pass on some tips about 
making the most of their trip.

“My number one piece of advice for 
someone hiring a motorhome for the first 
time, would be not to make it a driving 
holiday but find somewhere you like and 
stay there before perhaps moving on 
somewhere else.  But also go where the 
mood takes you!

“A holiday in a motorhome can be an 
unforgettable experience to be enjoyed 
like no other holiday,”

Anyone wanting to enquire about 
hiring a Hadrian Motorhome can find 
out all they need to know by logging on 
to info@hadrianmotorhomes.co.uk

Living the life in  
the great outdoors

Kevin Harkin – Hadrian Motorhomes for hire
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A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

Are you running 
the risk of outliving 

your savings?
In a world of low interest rates, an unpredictable 
economy and increasing life expectancy, useful 
guidance on retirement planning is a necessity

Whether you have just 
started out on life’s 
journey, or counting 
the days to retirement, 

pension planning should be high on your 
wealth management agenda. However, 
you will have very different needs and 
objectives depending on which part of the 
journey you are on.   

The earlier you start planning, the easier it 
will potentially be to create the retirement 
lifestyle you want. The stark reality is that 
the majority of us need to save more.

With people generally 
living longer, retirement now 

represents a far greater 
proportion of our lives than 

previously expected

We all must accumulate more, when 
we are earning, to meet the extra costs 
of living longer. The decisions we make 
today will dictate the standard of living we 
will enjoy in retirement.

The golden rule is to determine exactly 
how much you are going to need in 
retirement – and to start planning for it 
now. Delays costs money but making 

worthwhile contributions need not be that 
difficult. Making pension contributions 
could be seen as a necessary expense: 
they should not be an afterthought.

Budgeting for a regular monthly amount 
towards any pension savings could be 
considered as an integral part of business 
or household budgeting, just like the 
heating and lighting bills. 

Remember that making annual or single 
contributions has the possibility of buying 
into the market at the ‘wrong’ time. 
Monthly contributions help to smooth out 
the effect of fluctuations in unit prices. 
Those relying solely on the State Pension 
to see them through their later years will 
have to accept that their standard of living 
is going to drop significantly. 

The State Pension provides a limited 
income (£175.20 for a single person, 
per week, based on a full NI record in 
the 2020/2021 tax year), which falls 
drastically short of what is really needed 
to fund a comfortable lifestyle. 

So how do we avoid poverty in retirement? 
First, decide how large a fund you will 
need. One method is to multiply your 
target retirement income by 25. For 
example, if you think you’ll need £30,000 
a year, aim for a fund of £750,000. 

Next, select the most appropriate 
investment vehicles to help achieve your 
goal. Property, investment bonds and 
ISAs have all proved popular over recent 
years but don’t offer the same degree of 
tax breaks as a pension.

Whatever your age, you should 
regularly review whether your 
saving strategy is on track to 

provide for retirement

To help avoid running out of money, 
selecting a balanced and well-diversified 
investment portfolio is critical, but 
knowing how much money to take from 
a drawdown policy is arguably of greater 
importance. There’s no better time like 
the present for you to consider how to 
enhance or protect your wealth whilst 
thinking about your retirement.

The value of an investment with  
St. James’s Place will be directly linked 
to the performance of the funds selected 
and may fall as well as rise. You may get 
back less than the amount invested. 

The levels and bases of taxation and 
reliefs from taxation, can change at any 
time and are generally dependent on 
individual circumstances. 
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The summer months can be full 
of fun; sunshine, parties, tasty 
food, alcohol and late nights, 
but just because the season 
has changed and restrictions 
lifted, we shouldn’t neglect our 
mental and physical health. 

Simplicity is the key during the summer 
months, because I doubt you are feeling 
the need to get too hot and sweaty in a 
dynamic vinyasa class when it’s gorgeous 
outside. So, what else can you do? 

Get outdoors and go for a walk. Walking is 
a great from of exercise, with low impact 
on the joints. We live in one of the most 
beautiful parts of the country, so get out 
and explore Northumberland. We’ve been 
at home for far too long.  Take a picnic, 
dig out the walking boots and shades, and 
enjoy the great outdoors whilst keeping 
the mind and body healthy. To help make 
your walk wonderful, try this mindfulness 
activity; notice five things you can see, 
four things you can hear, three things 
you can touch, two things you can smell 
and one thing you can taste. You can 
work through this activity in your mind 
or talk about it in your group. Simple 
mindfulness tasks like this one, stimulate 
the mind and increase the ability to 
problem solve and control emotions. A 
mindful walk is a double win for mind 
and body. 

Still feeling the need for a little more 
physical activity? 

Outdoor activities such as Yoga or exercise 
classes could be for you. A positive effect 
to come out of lockdown was that many 
small independent gyms and studios 
adapted their business to move outside. 
At Yoga Den we offer two classes every 
week outside at St James Church in 
Morpeth. Anyone can join, and there is 
something special about practising yoga 
with a group of like-minded souls outside 
in nature. There are many local personal 
trainers and independent gyms doing 

the same with group exercise across 
Northumberland. Keeping physically fit 
is extremely important, but be sure to 
drink plenty of water, wear sun lotion 
and protect your eyes when exercising 
outdoors, if you do feel lightheaded take a 
rest and chill. 

If you are too hot and want to cool 
yourself down, try this yogic breathing 
technique, sitali. 

Sit or stand tall, stick out the tongue and 

curl the sides of the tongue inwards. Now 

draw an inhale though your rolled tongue, 

close the mouth and exhale out the nose. 

Breathe like this for 10 breaths, and see 

how much cooler your feel. 

Have a wonderful Summer!

Namaste

Yoga Den

To find out more please visit www.christieharleyyoga.com 
Follow us on Instagram @yogaden_morpeth or facebook @christieharleyyoga

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Outdoors is the 
new indoors
By Christina Harley owner of Yoga Den and Inside Morpeth columnist

Yoga Den owner Christie Harley leads 
an outdoor session at St James’ Church
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Imagine the excitement of 
launching a new business 
venture only to have it snatched 
away from your grasp even 
before the ink on the take-over 
deal paperwork was dry!

Which is exactly what happened to 
Christine and Wayne Hefford 15 months 
ago when days before their deal was 
done Prime Minister Boris Johnson had to 
take the unprecedented step of plunging 
Britain into total lockdown to try to halt 
the spread of the coronavirus pandemic.

Like thousands of other business big and 
small of all types, Aspire Health & Fitness 
had to close its doors before they were 
opened and it would be many months 
before that could happen and even then, 
in a restricted way and only for a short 
period of time.

The timing could not have been  
worse for the couple but happily Aspire 
has survived lockdown and is now  
up-and-running and able to welcome  
its users to the gym at the top of Newgate 
Street, next to St. James Church, that  
they themselves have dubbed the  
‘friendly gym.’ 

As Christine told Inside Morpeth: “The 
past year has been a real challenge for 
everyone.   We bought the business just as 
lockdown was announced so we took the 
opportunity to refurbish the gym while it 
was closed and feedback so far has been 
very positive.”

The couple who have been enthusiastic 
keep-fitters for many years, say their aim 
is to make sure that every visit to Aspire 
is a friendly and positive experience, 
adding: “Ours is a gym for all ages, 

genders, ethnicity and levels of fitness” – 
an aspiration borne out by the fact that 
their youngest members are in their  
teens while at the other end of the scale 
the oldest are shall we say of a more 
mature age!

All age groups can work-out alongside one 
another at the same time as enjoying the 
social inter-action between the differing 
ages.  In the main gym, for instance, they 
can use a variety of cable machines and 
free weights to tone up every part of the 
body while a separate cardio room is 
fitted out with treadmills, cross trainers, 
rowing machine, bikes and also a warm-
up area with small weights, bar, kettle 
bells and resistance bands. 

The morning Inside Morpeth visited the 
gym a number of older members were 
enjoying their pre-breakfast work-outs 
inspired no doubt by Brian Brady who 
attends several times a week at the ripe 
young age of 86.

“I have never known any other than 
wanting to exercise and keep fit,” said 
Brian who bought his first set of weights 
at the age of just 15.  In his younger days 
the former council joiner played football, 
ran, swam, did judo and karate.

“I am so used to it now that is so much 
part of my life.  I can’t see life without 
training and, in all honesty, I wouldn’t feel 
healthy if I did not do it.”

Mary Baggs has been keeping fit at the 
gym for 21 years when it was under 
previous ownership ‘to keep active and 
lose weight,” while Lisa Oguona added: 
“Aspire is a really friendly place to 
work-out and there is such a variety of 
equipment to choose from.”

Users of the gym can work on their 
own or try one of Aspire’s training 
programmes from a simple one-off to 
a more challenging eight-week plan, 
which also include exercise instruction 
and nutritional information.   Both plans 
would be provided under the guidance of 
Aspire’s apprentice Amy Garner who is 
currently working towards her Personal 
Training Level 3 Diploma at Newcastle 
College. Aspire also has Personal Trainers 
available to book, should this be your 
preferred option to assist in meeting your 
fitness goals.

At Apsire there are no joining fees or 
minimum term contracts to sign, and 
a variety of membership options are 
available including casual daily, weekly 
and monthly memberships, a Pay As You 
Go card with 10 pre-paid sessions which 
offer more flexibility as well as Direct 
Debit payments.

Currently Christine and Wayne are very 
conscious of keeping the gym as covid 
safe as possible with hand sanitisers 
everywhere and all equipment being 
thoroughly cleaned after every use.

“We encourage anyone to pop in and  
look around with no obligations and 
we will be delighted to see them,” said 
Wayne.  “At the same time we want to  
say a huge thank-you to all our members 
who have continued to support us over 
the last year which we have appreciated 
so very much.”

Apsire is open Mondays to Fridays 7am 
to 8pm; Saturdays 9am to 3pm; Sundays 
10am to 2pm.  Aspire can be contacted 
on (01670) 457494 or on facebook.com/
AspireHFMorpeth

Aspire-ing to stay 
fit, healthy and well

Aspire 
Health & Fitness

ADVERTISING FEATURE

All ages and abilities can exercise and train at Aspire
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Health  & Fitness

• Fully equipped with cardio room; treadmills; cross trainers; rowing machines;
 bikes; free weights; kettle bells - a large enough variety for all levels
• Personal training programmes including exercise instruction plus nutrional
 advice available
• Wide variety of membership packages including casual daily, weekly and
 monthly options. No joining fees or minimum term contracts
• Covid safe and fully compliant

76 Newgate Street Morpeth - Tel: 01670 457 494

Morpeth's friendly community gym
for all ages and levels of fitness

Opening Hours: Weekdays 7am to 8pm, Saturdays 9am - 3pm; Sundays 10am - 2pm
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Rutherford & Co.
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Summer, with all the  
heat, humidity, and 
sunshine that it brings, 
can both benefit and 
damage your skin. 

As the weather turns warmer your 
skincare routine should change 
with it. 

•  Cleanse - Do this every night to 
remove dirt, oil, and makeup. 
Use a mild cleanser if you have 
sensitive skin.

•  Moisturise - This will help to 
nourish your skin and prevent it 
from drying out.

•  Essentials - Everyone has 
different needs for their skin,  
so include serums, essential  
oils, and other products in your 
daily routine.

Whether you are trying to brighten 
dullness or restore hydration, 
there are a host of new products to 
help your skin bounce back. 

Our friendly, knowledgeable 
beauty team is on hand with 
advice on the latest skincare 
products at our Clarins, Estee 
Lauder, Clinique, INIKA and 
Benefit counters.

After a long day is there anything 
more relaxing than an evening 
bath? We think not!

Enhance the experience with 
a little luxury from L’Occitane, 
Scottish Fine Soaps, Arran 
Aromatics, or the latest addition 
to our bath & beauty department, 
Molton Brown. 

Over the decades Molton Brown 
have built up a reputation for 
being London’s bath, body and 
beauty connoisseurs. Their 
perfumes, shower gels, body 
lotions, candles and hand care 
products blend exotic ingredients 
that produce bold fragrances and 
bright colours that stand out in 
any home. Molton Brown products 
have been blended in England 
since 1971.

Enjoy the summer sun but take care 
and look after your skin as well!
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Created With Care

British Makers 
Of Fragrance

Discover Molton Brown now at Rutherford & Co,
10-16 Bridge St., Morpeth NE61 1NJ
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Robson & Cowan

‘We supply, deliver, install and care’ 
- that’s the Robson & Cowan promise!!

Long before then, however, the vans 
of local firm Robson & Cowan were 
on the road daily travelling all over 
Northumberland, delivering customers’ 
orders from their country store in Scots 
Gap, just a few miles west of Morpeth on 
the road to Wallington Hall.

Basically, whatever anyone wants from 
the business whether that be a new 
garden tractor, a wheelbarrow, the latest 
in television and audio-visual equipment, 
kitchen appliances or just a few bags of 
compost, Robson & Cowan will deliver no 
matter where in the area.

For anyone who doesn’t know Robson & 
Cowan, their store stocks an astonishing 
range of goods.

As a one-stop-shop the country store is in 
the heart of Northumberland and it has 

an unparalleled choice of goods on offer 
from everything for the kitchen including 
leading brand electrical and ‘white goods’ 
appliances to garden machinery of all 
shapes and sizes.

There are televisions and audio-
equipment; country clothing; everything 
equestrian enthusiasts can need; farm 
and pet supplies – in fact, all manner of 
essentials for the home and garden.    

Take the store’s electrical department, for 
instance, which has the right appliances, 
television or accessories for any kitchen, 
living space or lounge.

As a member of Euronics – one of 
Europe’s largest independent buying 
groups – Robson & Cowan can offer 
customers very competitive prices 
on goods including the latest models 

and technologies from major kitchen 
manufacturers such as Bosch, Siemens, 
Neff, Beko, Samsung, Leisure, Hotpoint 
and the exclusive Euronics kitchen 
appliance brand from Blomberg to name 
just a few, with many on display in their 
showroom.

So far as televisions go, Robson & Cowan 
can offer customers the latest 2021 
QLED, OLED, UHD or HD models with 
screen sizes starting at 24” up to 82” from 
Samsung, LG and Sony plus a selection of 
televisions made in Britain from Linsar, 
along with audio-visual equipment from 
Humax, Freesat, Sony and Roberts.

The company are also satellite and 
aerial installers and repairers, and they 
do repair work to televisions, radios, 
computers and games’ consoles as well as 
other small domestic appliances 

‘White Van Man’ has become an increasingly common sight on the roads around Britain during 
the pandemic, delivering packages of all shapes and sizes to households around the country. 
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Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205 

Robotic Mower, Garden Machinery & Chainsaw Specialists 

www.robsonandcowan.co.uk 

A Great Range Of Cutting Edge Products Available At Your Local Country Store 

– all of which is carried out by their own  
repair staff.

There are also vacuum cleaners from 
Dyson, Vax, Sebo and Beko as well as 
many different kitchen appliances 
including microwaves from Sharp, 
Panasonic and Beko, kettles, toasters, 
irons and much, much more.

As Robson & Cowan told Inside Morpeth: 
“We pride ourselves on supplying 
our customers with a range of quality 

products which offer reliability, modern 
design and good value for money. 

“We carry an extensive stock and are 
normally able to deliver, install new 
products, as well as removing old 

appliances if required, within two or 
three days of an order being placed, with 
all the work carried out by our own in-
house specialists.

“As a long-established business we are 
dedicated to serving the community in 
the heart of Northumberland and would 
invite anyone to visit our country store 
to experience for yourselves the personal 
touch we are famous for.  We will be 
delighted to see you!”

A one-stop-shop, the 
country store is in the  

heart of Northumberland

Robson & Cowan
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Vist us in
Morpeth and Cramlington

Pre-Owned Luxury Watches

We Buy & Sell,
 Repair & Service all leading

Swiss brands.

Enjoy all the
 fun of the fair...

MAIN FAIR SPONSORS 
BRISTOL STREET MOTORS

Coopies Lane Morpeth
See their Ford, Honda & Hyundai cars on
display all day in Morpeth Market Place

* Fair will proceed as planned unless there is a late change in the 
Government’s planned easing of covid lockdown restrictions on June 

21st. See social media for latest information nearer the date of the Fair.

Bridge Street Stalls  

Oldgate Food Court

Fairground in the New Market

Vintage Cars on the Stanners

Dog Show

Plus Many Other Attractions

Mpeth
Fair Day
Mpeth
Fair Day

Sunday 15 July 2021*

10am to 4pm
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The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

TOWN CRYER!

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ 
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk 

Elected for a  
second year of 
office as Mayor
Morpeth Town Council took the 
unusual step a month ago, of 
unanimously re-electing me as 
Mayor for a second successive 
term, at a physical, covid-secure 
annual meeting in the Town Hall.

Unfortunately, we were once again forced to 
forgo the usual ceremony and ritual of the 
Mayor-Making because of covid restrictions, 
but we managed to hold an actual meeting 
rather than by Zoom.

We were also delighted that the Morpeth 
Bellringers were able to mark the occasion 
with chimes from the Clock Tower.

For my part, I am deeply honoured that 
the Town Council has done me the singular 
honour of re-electing me for another year in 
office.  So many things have been curtailed 
by the pandemic and the civic role of mayor 
has been one of them.

Sadly, we have not been able to carry out the 
normal civic and community duties during 
the past year, which has also influenced how 
much I could raise for my chosen charity 
Contact Mental Health.

However, despite the restrictions we have 

managed to raise a phenomenal total of 
£12,644.31 over the past year and I will be 
continuing to fundraise for this amazing 
local charity this year.

The total is down to the unwavering support 
of so many people including my councillor 
colleagues and I must mention former 
councillor Joan Tebbutt who retired from the 
Council in May.  She made a supreme effort 
making and selling face shielding masks.

Former councillor colleague Jack Gebhard 
helped me organise some successful cyber 
events and I also need to recognise the 
stalwart support of former Mayor Alison 
Byard for being a constant rock and 
sounding-board.

I am also pleased to report that I have 
appointed my mother Councillor Betty  
Bawn as my Mayoress as well as  
re-confirming the Rector of Morpeth  
Simon White as my chaplain to continue  
to support me in my role.

Councillor Rachael Hogg was unanimously 
re-elected as Deputy Mayor at the meeting 
and she appointed Andrew Guy as her 
consort.  I could not ask for a better team.

My initial official duty on re-election as 
Mayor was the purchasing of the first take-
away coffee served at Carlisle Park Pavilion 
Café, marking the first stage of the opening 
of his new community asset in Morpeth, and 
I recommend visitors to the park to give it a 
try for themselves.

Councillor David Bawn 
Mayor of Morpeth

Town Cryer
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Town Cryer

All your Morpeth 
Town Councillors

David Bawn - Conservative

31 The Villas, St Mary’s, Morpeth,

NE61 6AT

M: 07947 248220

E: david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Mike Greveson - Labour

Wansbeck House, Dogger Bank, 
Morpeth, NE61 1RE

M: 07989 036909

E: mike.greveson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Harry Hall - Conservative

20 Newgate Street, 
Morpeth, NE61 1BA

M: 07792 427020

E: harry.hall@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Rachael Hogg - Conservative

4 Cordwainers, Morpeth, NE61 2ZN 
M: 07738 001173

E: rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Elaine Skinner - Green

3 Triumph Green, Morpeth, NE61 2FE 
T: 01670 512751

E: elaine.skinner@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Justin Clayton - Conservative

10 Fontburn Gardens, 
Morpeth, NE61 2JR

M: 07525 746781

E: justin.clayton@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Andy Cochrane - Liberal Democrat

11 Castle Meadows, Kirkhill, 
Morpeth, NE61 2JY

M: 07976 666869

E: andy.cochrane@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Elisa Lawson - Green

43 Spelvit Lane, 
Morpeth, NE61 2AA

M: 07849 522005

E: elisa.lawson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Jonathan Richardson - Conservative

3 Springhill Walk, 
Morpeth, NE61 2JT

M: 07522 784390

E: jonathan.richardson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Richard Wearmouth - Conservative

Barmoor Farmhouse, Barmoor, 
Morpeth, NE61 6LB

M: 07808 804345

E: richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

North Ward Kirkhill Ward

Ward by Ward details
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Following the elections on the 6th May the 
following were elected to represent the 
parishioners of Morpeth. All councillors have 
been assigned to committees, as well as their 
membership on the Full Council committee.  
Please find below names and contact 
information for each councillor and a list of 
committee membership.

Betty Bawn - Conservative

Courtyard Cottage, Espley Hall, 
Morpeth, NE61 3DJ

T: 01670 511101

E: betty.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Alison Byard - Liberal Democrats

42 Crookham Grove,  
Stobhill Manor, Morpeth, NE61 2XF

T: 01670 515391

M: 07963 306549

E: alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Jade Crawford - Conservative

40 Crookham Grove,  
Stobhill Manor, Morpeth, NE61 2XF

M: 07754 042455

E: jade.crawford@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Shirley Peacock - Conservative

Longridge, Barmoor,  
Morpeth, NE61 6LB

M: 07545 934945

E: shirley.peacock@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Johnny Wearmouth - Conservative

Rose Cottage, Barmoor,  
Morpeth, NE61 6LB

M: 07956 429942

E: johnny.wearmouth@morpeth- tc.gov.uk

Stobhill Ward

Full Council
Mayor: Cllr David Bawn

Deputy Mayor: Cllr Rachael Hogg

Councillors:

Cllr Betty Bawn

Cllr Alison Byard

Cllr Justin Clayton

Cllr Andy Cochrane

Cllr Jade Crawford

Cllr Mike Greveson

Cllr Harry Hall

Cllr Elisa Lawson

Cllr Shirley Peacock

Cllr Jonathan Richardson

Cllr Elaine Skinner

Cllr Johnny Wearmouth

Cllr Richard Wearmouth

Finance and General  
Purposes Committee
Chairman: Cllr David Bawn ex-officio

Vice Chairman: Cllr Jade Crawford

Councillors:

Cllr Betty Bawn

Cllr Alison Byard

Cllr Andy Cochrane

Cllr Rachael Hogg

Cllr Shirley Peacock

Cllr Jonathan Richardson

Cllr Elaine Skinner

Cllr Richard Wearmouth

Planning and  
Transport Committee
Chairman: Cllr Alison Byard

Vice Chairman: Cllr Johnny Wearmouth

Councillors:

Cllr Betty Bawn

Cllr David Bawn ex-officio

Cllr Justin Clayton

Cllr Jade Crawford

Cllr Mike Greveson

Cllr Harry Hall

Cllr Elisa Lawson

Cllr Jonathan Richardson
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Town Cryer

Full Council
21st July 2021 

Planning & Transport  
Committee
14th July 2021

Finance & General 
Purposes Committee
7th July 2021

Council Meeting Timetable - See noticeboards and website.

Meeting Timetable for the period June to July 2021. All meetings will be held in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, returning 
to the Council Chamber following the next step of restriction being lifted on the proposed 21st June date. All Committee 
meetings commence at 6:30 pm, unless otherwise stated on the posters or website.

*  Draft schedule of meetings which only take place if necessary. Please check website for details. 

Carlisle Park cafe now open 
The Pavilion Café is now 
complete and is currently open 
for a take-away service, and 
the internal dining area will 
open on June 21st so long as 
the Government Roadmap for 
lockdown easing is met.

The café is open 9am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday and 10am to 5pm on Sundays, 
currently operating on a limited menu as 
it is take-away only.  

There are breakfast sandwiches available 
each day until 11.30am and a lunch 
offering of various sandwiches, chips, 
chicken nuggets, hot dogs, pie of the day, 
quiches and a selection of traybakes  
and cakes.  

There is also a selection of both hot and 
cold drinks available, the first coffee being 
sold to the Mayor, Councillor David Bawn 
on Monday May 24th.

We are looking to add an ice-lolly/ice-
cream freezer in the coming weeks which 
will be a welcome addition during the 
summer months!

Whilst the weather was not particularly 
kind to us during the first week of 
opening, we hope that the sun begins to 
shine so customers can enjoy the tranquil 
setting of the outdoor seating area.

The courts to the side of the pavilion, 
will be used as a multi-use games’ area 
(MUGA).  The MUGA, consisting of two 
courts will be available for hire for a 
range of activities, and whilst the courts 
have not yet been marked specifically for 
any sport, your ideas would be welcomed 
for consideration.  The courts will be 
floodlit so activities can be held well into 
the evenings.

St James’ Community Centre

We have welcomed back several of our 
regular bookers over the last few weeks, 

along with a few new groups joining 
us.  As the lockdown is eased, we hope 
to welcome back more of our groups 
who have been unable to meet since last 
March, and will be eager to get back to 
normal, whether it be the Bridge Club 
or the Community Cinema run by The 
Greater Morpeth Development Trust.

There are still some time slots available 

for hire, please contact the office  
for availability.

We look forward to both buildings being 
used to their full potential when all 
restrictions are eased. In the meantime  
if you have any enquiries, please contact 
the office on 01670 514314, or email  
info@morpeth-tc.gov.uk.

Mayor David Bawn buys the first coffee at the new Carlisle Park Pavilion Café
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Wansbeck Valley 
Foodbank

Since its foundation in November 2012, the 
Wansbeck Valley Foodbank has supplied food to 
people in our area who suffer from food poverty 
and demand on our services has increased year 
on year... and then came 2020 and Covid 19!

The pandemic created a perfect storm for us.  Thousands were 
left without sustainable incomes; our volunteers had to shield 
from one another; and food donations were uncertain whilst it 
was obvious that demand would rise.

The public, our donors and our volunteers responded 
magnificently and rapidly.  We had to close our distribution 
centres in Ashington and Newbiggin-by-the-Sea and we 
purchased another vehicle and short-term leased a third so we 
could switch over completely to home delivery.

Drivers’ shifts were doubled; warehouse staff created covid 
bubbles; and deep-cleaning protocols were introduced in our 
vehicles and the warehouse at Morpeth’s Northgate Hospital.

Significant quantities of PPE, and sanitising materials were 
purchased and because many of the referral centres such as DWP 
and Citizens Advice were severely constrained by the pandemic, 
we had no choice but to move across to client self-referral.

Demand did indeed rise.  In 2020 we delivered 30 percent more 
food that the previous year, to the value of around £200,000!  That 
equates to well over 30,000 days-worth of food or  90,000 meals - 
and the service never missed a beat.

The public, local councils and other institutions, have been 
amazing.  Donations - particularly of cash - went through the roof, 
allowing us to proceed with confidence in a very uncertain and 
unpredictable environment.

So, as we move forward hopefully to calmer times, we would like 
to thank everyone who donated, volunteered or helped in any 

other way, not forgetting our hard-working admin team of Dianne 
and Tracey.  Long may it continue.

If you would like to see how you can help us go to our website 
at www.wansbeckvalleyfoodbank.org and follow us on 
Twitter and Facebook

90,000 mealtime lifelines!
By Keith Grimes on behalf of Trustees of the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank

Wansbeck Valley Foodbank project manager Linda Fugill with another vital food parcel ready to be delivered to someone in need

In 2020 we delivered 30 percent more 
food than the previous year, to the value of 

around £200,000!
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It was, Nadeem Shah 
told me, one of the 
truly happiest days  
of his life when he was 
able to administer his 
first covid vaccinations 
at his Health Hut 
community pharmacy 
on Morpeth’s Kirkhill 
Estate.

“It was a joy to see people 
walking out of our pharmacy 
knowing that we had helped 
them take a step towards 
getting their lives back to 
some sort of normality 
and feeling that they had 
some protection against the 
coronavirus,” he said.

The reaction of people 
receiving the vaccination 
since then, he said, has 
been heart-warming with 
some shedding tears of joy, 
gratitude and sheer relief  
that their turn had come  
to be vaccinated.

It was back in November that 
Nadeem applied to have the 
Health Hut designated as a 
vaccine centre and since then 
procedures, processes and 
training have all had to be put 
in place before vaccinations 
could begin.

After working through 
the cohorts of initially 
vaccinating the oldest and 
most vulnerable in society, the 
nationwide programme has 
reached a stage where those 
in their thirties are now being 
offered the vaccine.

Nadeem told me that at the 
Health Hut they worked on 
an approach to successfully 
carrying out vaccinations 
which he described as the 
‘four Ps’ - premises, processes, 
product and people!

They first had to make sure 
the Premises were suitably 
organised to keep people 
safe and socially distanced 
with a one-way-system of in 
through the shop then into its 
clinic space, before leaving 
via its back door.  Equally, 

the correct Processes had to 
be in place to successfully 
administer the Product which 
in the case of the Health Hut 
is the Pfizer vaccine which 
has been allocated to the 
pharmacy.

Finally, and as important as 
any of the other three Ps, are 
the People who work virtually 
non-stop over 12 hours shifts 
in three days, to administer 
the vaccine,  They include 
staff at the Health Hut, nurses 
and health assistants who are 
voluntarily and freely giving 
of their time alongside other 
volunteers from organisations 
such as the St John Ambulance 
Brigade, the WRVS and 
Morpeth Rotary Club who 
assist in getting people safely 
in and out of the pharmacy.

Nadeem and his team at 
the Health Hut had their 
experience of administering 
the flu jab, to draw on.  Last 
winter, for instance, around 
1,000 people were given the 
flu jab at the pharmacy.

It has – and continues to be  
- a magnificent team effort 
says Nadeem, with so many 

working together for the 
good of the local community 
that is expected to go on for 
many months as the vaccine 
programme continues to 
be rolled out.  In the first 
vaccination week 1,600 doses 
were administered at the 
Health Hut.

Nadeem has lived in Morpeth 
for 20 years with his family. 
after being persuaded by a GP 
friend to move to the town.  

Initially, he worked as an NHS 
administrator but 10 years 
ago when he had decided 
he wanted a more hands-
on approach to delivering 
a service to local people, he 
took the chance to set up the 
Health Hut in premises at 
Kirkhill which had been used 
as a café.

“That was around the time 
of the flooding in Morpeth 
and I could see the need for 
a pharmacy on the estate to 
stop people feeling cut off 
from services in the event of 
further emergencies,” he said.

But he wanted his pharmacy 
to be more than just a 

dispenser of prescriptions and 
over-the-counter medicines, 
so the Health Hut also offers 
services such as ear, foot and 
hand treatments as well as 
a variety of advice on health 
and well-being matters.

“Looking back coming to 
Morpeth the place we now 
call home, was one of the best 
decisions we ever made as a 
family,” he said.

Like all the other pharmacies 
around the country that are 
now involved in the vaccine 
roll-out programme, the work 
at the Health Hut has to be 
done without interfering with 
the ‘day job.’  People are being 
directed there though the NHS 
vaccine booking system, but 
others are making contact 
direct through its Facebook 
page or by telephone.

“What we are desperate to do 
is to make sure we don’t waste 
a single dose of the vaccines 
we are being allocated, by 
having any left at the end of 
the day,” Nadeem.

In their Downing Street 
briefings Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson and his Health 
Secretary Matt Hancock, 
have placed great store in 
promoting the Government’s 
so-called ‘road map’ out of 
lockdown which had to be 
imposed to try and halt the 
spread of the pandemic and 
Nadeem drew an analogy 
between their comments and 
building a new road.

“Any new road needs a good 
solid foundation and that 
equally applies to finding a 
way out of this pandemic,” 
he said.  “The vaccine is a 
vital part of the foundation 
we need to build on to get 
everyone’s lives back to 
where we were 15 months 
ago and at the Health Hut we 
are just so pleased to be able 
to contribute towards that 
happening in Morpeth.”

Happy days at town jab centre
By Ian Leech - Editor Inside Morpeth

Nadeem Shah - leading the covid vaccination team of Morpeth’s 
Health Hut pharmacy

Health Hut 
Pharmacy
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For a no obligation free 
estimate call us on 01670 516815

Come and visit our showroom at Unit 2a Pegswood 
Industrial Estate, Morpeth NE61 6HZ
OPEN: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9am - 5pm. 
 Thursday 9am - 7pm. Saturday 10am - 4pm

FREE ESTIMATES • EXCELLENT CUSTOMER CARE • COMPETITIVE PRICES

Working with owner Scott Bousfield 
are daughter Brooke, son Roan and James 
Pattison, providing top quality carpets and 
flooring to enhance any family home. 

Oh... and when you visit their Pegswood 
showroom be sure  to say hello to the family 
pet Wilfie!

A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES YOU 
CAN RELY ON
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By Christine Jamieson – Director Maximize Education

As the school summer 
holidays approach and we 
all look forward to relaxing 
with - hopefully - fewer covid 
restrictions, and maybe even 
a little sunshine, here at 
Maximize Education we are 
gearing up to ensure those who 
want to, can make the most of 
their summer break to review 
and consolidate some of their 
lockdown learning as well as 
confidently getting ready for 
the next academic year.

Whether it’s a maths’ topic needing some 
practise or a chemistry one that just didn’t 
make sense, our team of professional 
educators will be available throughout 
the summer break to get everyone back 
on track.

Students can come along to our centre 
in Morpeth or opt for one-to-one online 
support to enjoy the bespoke tutorials 
designed just for them from the comfort 
of their own homes.

Our summer programme is available to 
everyone.  You can book as many or as 
few tutorials as you like in any subject 
and at any level.  Those transitioning from 
Year 8 to High School may appreciate a 
little extra learning before September, 
whilst those moving from GSCE to A Level 
studies might welcome an early look at 
their chosen A Level subjects.

Our aim is flexible, bespoke tuition 
designed to support and enhance learning 
for everyone!

For those ready for a complete summer 
break from learning but thinking about 
the new academic year, you can take the 
opportunity to register for term-time 
tuition during 2021 to 2022 by using our 
discount code INSIDE21. 

The best thing to do is to call for a chat to 
discuss your needs and register before 
September 2021 to ensure a place.  

At Maximize Education we offer tuition 
across all subjects following the National 
Curriculum and National Examination 
Board specifications. Our team of 
educators specialises in their subjects 

and cover SAT, 11+, GSCE and A Level 
preparation in addition to ongoing 
academic support across all ages.

So whether you are struggling with 
today’s technology or have under-
graduate or post-graduate studies you 
need help with, our team is available to 
assist and support you.

We have just welcomed a new educator 
to Maximize Education to specialise in 
online Spanish tuition. She joins our ever-
growing National Online Team covering 
psychology, sociology, biology, chemistry, 
economics, business study, law, history, 
geography and ethics which works 
alongside our mathematicians, science, 
English language and literature specialists 
who are all qualified to a minimum of 
a 2:1 degree in their teaching subjects 
as well as holding DBS certification in 
addition to their teaching experience.

So, if you are thinking about tuition, talk 
to us at Maximize Education,  We are open 
from 9am to 9pm on Mondays to Fridays 
term-time as well as weekends for online 
tuition and will be more than happy and 
willing to talk to you.

School may soon be out for summer - 
but it might still be a time for learning

Maximize  
Education

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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LET'S GET 
LEARNING 
TOGETHER

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929
or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

32a Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
www.maximizeeducation.com

Make the most of Summer 2021
Book in for holiday tutorials to review and consolidate your lockdown 
learning, ready for the Autumn term.

Looking ahead to September 2021 - July 2022
Register for 1:1 tuition to get back on track, learn something new or 
get ready for exams.

KS2 - KS3 - GCSE - A LEVEL - UNDERGRADUATE
- ADULT LEARNING
Following the National curriculum and National examination board 
specifications. Ask about the wide range of subjects our professional 
educators deliver in our centre or online.

SPECIAL 10% DISCOUNT TO INSIDE MORPETH READERS    PROMOTION CODE INSIDE21

Summer holiday tuition
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For more than 36 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and 
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order

with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared.

Indian Takeaway

Established 1983

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

For the safety of customers 
and sta� only three people 

allowed in the shop at a time.

�����������������������������
������������������������

Abdul Muhit & Sta�

Jewitts Coaches would like to 
welcome you to our 2021 tours. 
We are a family run business 
which has been operating 
successful holidays for more than 
40 years. Booking with us means 
you can sit back, relax and let us 
do the hard work for you. 

Turkey & Tinsel in Bridlington 
& Yorkshire Coast 
12th to 15th November - 4 days 

For further information or if you would like us to send you a brochure please contact us on 01434 681 325 
or email helen.jewitt@jewittscoaches.co.uk.  More details can also be found at jewittscoaches.co.uk 

St Andrews and The Bo'ness 
& Kinneil Railway 
8th to 11th October - 4 days 

Isle of Wight Delights & Steam Railway 
29th August to 4th September - 7 days 

COACH 
TOURS  
2021

Turkey & Tinsel in Dunoon 
6th to 10th December - 5 days 

Chester Zoo 
14th to 15th August - 2 days 

Liverpool & Tatton Park Flower Show
23rd to 25th July - 3 days 

Turkey & Tinsel in the Lake District 
26th to 28th November - 3 days 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular 
21st to 23rd  November - 3 days 

Portmeirion & Llandudno
 14th - 18th July -  5 days

Torbay & The English Riviera 
27th September to 2nd October - 6 days 

Door to Door collection points available - Subject to availability and additional cost 
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Longhirst Church Fete
St John’s Church in 
Longhirst Village, is 
holding a Church Fete 
on Saturday July 10th 
from 10am to 3pm.

The Fete is being held in the 
Village Hall in aid of Church 
funds.  Entry to the event  
is free.

On the day there will be craft 
and produce stalls; home-

made cakes to enjoy; bags, 
candles and prints to buy; a 
grand raffle; and, of course, 
tasty bacon butties and light 
refreshments to tempt visitors.

As with so many other 
organisations, fund-raising 
is imperative to help towards 
the huge commitment of the 
maintenance of the delightful 
Longhirst Church, so the 
village is looking forward to 
welcoming visitors to the Fete.

Morpeth station gets it railway 
heritage ‘Oscar’ award at last!

Which is exactly what 
happened when a delegation 
from the National Railway 
Heritage Awards panel 
pulled into Morpeth Station 
to present their 2020 
Conservation Category plaque 
recognising the outstanding 
job that has been done to give 
the old Victorian station a new 
lease of life.

The station had been 
named as the winner of the 
prestigious category at a 
virtual awards ceremony 
towards the end of last year.

Led by the awards panel 
chair Mr Theo Steel, the 
delegation was hosted by 
Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust which had been the 
driving force to transform 
the rundown main building 
into a smart modern terminal 
as well as creating space for 
a modern ticket office, café, 
taxi office and room for seven 
small businesses to base 
themselves at the station.

The Trust worked with a 
partnership team of the 
National Lottery Heritage 
Enterprise Fund, the 

Railway Heritage Trust, 
Northumberland County 
Council, Network Rail 
and Northern Rail to 
sympathetically carry out 
the restoration, repair and 
renovation work in line 
with the original design of 
the station by the renowned 
pioneering railway architect 
Benjamin Green,

The Grade II Listed Morpeth 
Station welcomed its first 
trains as long ago as 1847, but 

in their report presented at 
the virtual awards’ ceremony, 
the judges noted that much 
of the building had become 
disused which had led to it 
serious deterioration.

They also praised the efforts 
made to retain as many of the 
original features of the station 
as possible including its very 
tall chimneys, along with the 
Victorian character and style 
of the building.

The awards ceremony 

which has been dubbed the 
‘Oscars’ of railway heritage, 
recognises the rich history of 
Britain’s rail network, and the 
preservation and conservation 
of its trackside buildings and 
structures.

Mr Steel said he was delighted 
to be able to travel to Morpeth 
to see for himself the quality 
of the work that had been 
done to safeguard the history 
and heritage of the station at 
the same time as making it a 
modern facility for today’s rail 
travellers as well as creating 
much-needed office space for 
small businesses in the town.

GMDT’s newly appointed 
chairman Mike Willis, praised 
the work of the partnership 
team led by his predecessor 
Doug Phillips and now 
retired Chief Executive David 
Lodge, for what he called the 
‘amazing job’ that has been 
done at Morpeth Railway 
Station.

“Morpeth can once again be as 
justifiably proud of its railway 
station as it was when it was 
first opened very nearly 175 
years ago,” he commented.

When the recipients of a major national award are unable to attend a presentation ceremony 
because of covid restrictions, the only answer is to take the award to them!

Morpeth Station

A popular regular feature in Inside Morpeth where we list 
all manner of events and entertainment being staged in 
and around town, has been in suspension because of the 
impact of the covid restrictions. But – hopefully – as those 
restriction are further relaxed we will be looking to once 
again bring readers news of events of interest to all ages 
and tastes.

Our next magazine will be published in August, so we invite 
organisers of events from then on, to once again get in 
touch with us so we can help promote and publicise what 
they are planning.  You can contact us via ian-leech@sky.com 
and we look forward to hearing from you once again.

Mike Willis and Theo Steel at the plaque unveiling.



30   inside Morpeth

Tommy’s Field 
community garden

It just has to be the least  
known community garden 
around, says Doug Basen who 
chairs the Tommy’s Field 
Allotments’ Association, but 
it’s also one that members are 
longing to share with other 
people in Morpeth writes 
Ian Leech.

Tucked away in a riverside corner of the 
allotments on the outskirts of the town, 
the garden could be easily mistaken for 
just another of the 100 plots cultivated 
by enthusiastic growers who lovingly 
tend their vegetables and flowers on the 
Tommy’s Field site close to the bottom of 
Whorral Bank on the road from Pegswood 
into Morpeth.

But, therein lies the difference, because 
this ‘secret garden’ is there for anyone 
and everyone to enjoy, not just the other 
individual plot holders - and that’s exactly 
what the other gardeners would love to 
see happening.

Allotment holders have been tending 
their plots at Tommy’s Field since they 
were first established during World War 
II when the Government slogan ‘Dig for 
Victory’ was encouraging people all over 
the country to ‘grow their own’ during 
food rationing and shortages in the  
post-war years.

The name of the four-acre site was chosen 
in memory of Tommy Longstaffe who 
owned and ran both a pub and a tannery 
there in the 19th Century.

In 1956 an allotment association was 
formed which is now a company run 
by a committee with Dave Basen as its 
chair, Jill Rouse (Secretary) and treasurer 
Shona Harper. All the allotment holders 
are members of the company which has 
secured a 25-year lease on the site from 
Morpeth Town Council.  

Quarterly inspections of the site 
are carried out to see that land is 
being cultivated and maintained to a 
satisfactory standard and the popularity 
among gardeners can be gauged by the 
fact that there is a waiting list of around 
ten prospective applicants looking to take 
over a plot.

What is there for anyone and everyone 
to use whether or not they are allotment 
holders, is the Tommy’s Field community 
garden.  It has been established now 
for more than a decade and over the 
years the association has had help from 
a number of sources, organisations and 
companies to create and maintain the 
garden including staff at the Morpeth 
Marks & Spencer store, Heighleygate 
Garden Centre, Carillon who built the 
Northern Bypass, W L Straughan & Son, 
Greater Morpeth Development Trust, 
Councillor David Bawn, Groundworks and 

Morpeth Town Council, Local scouts and 
cubs as well as pupils from Goosehill First 
School before its move to Loansdean, have 
also been regular users and helpers at the 
community garden.

Between them their support has helped 
build raised beds; bought a picnic table 
and bench seats; and replaced some 
fencing along the riverside footpath.

The community garden say Dave, Jill and 
Shona, is a peaceful, secluded spot on the 
edge of the town centre that they would 
love more people not only to be aware of, 
but to make use of on a regular basis.

“People can just come and sit here and 
admire the views; perhaps bring a picnic; 
meet friends for a coffee and a chat; enjoy 
the plants and wildlife; or, if they would 
like to, help with its maintenance and 
upkeep they can do that too,” said Dave.  

“There are also a variety of fruit trees and 
bushes and people can help themselves to 
their crops.”

“All we ask is that visitors leave the 
garden as they found it and respect the 
plants and wildlife living there,”  
added Jill.

You can find out more about the 
community garden by visiting 
www.tommysfield.org.uk

Garden ‘secret’ that’s 
just ripe for sharing!

Dave Basen, Shona Harper and Jill Rouse invite local residents to share the Tommy’s Field community garden
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“My future is secure and safe, that’s why 
I’m with TMP Wealth Management”

Tina Lowes has worked in finance most 
of her career. She’s been a client of TMP 
Wealth Management for the last five 
years and finally retired in March 2021. 

After more than four decades at HSBC and Barclays, Tina now has 
plans to take up golf, get out with her friends’ dogs and finally fulfil 
a lifetime ambition of a trip around the world. We asked her -

Why choose TMP Wealth Management to help with 

your finances?

I was in financial services for a lot of years, so I’d come across a lot 
of wealth management and investment companies. I was drawn 
to TMP Wealth Management because of the service they offered. I 
always feel they give the right advice at the right time. The service 
is absolutely brilliant. I deal with James Richfield and I can pick 
up the phone to him anytime. The staff are always very friendly. 
It’s an excellent, professional service but with a really friendly 
approach. Any question you want to ask, be it complex or the 
simplest question, you’re never made to feel silly. They just give 
you a really good, fully comprehensive answer.

In your opinion, what makes TMP Wealth Management 
different?

The level of service and the information that I’m given. It can be 
over the phone, online or through the post. Sometimes I like to 
sit and read the brochure, or sometimes I just like to log into my 
online account to see how an investment is doing although I know 
my investments  are in safe hands and I’m paying for that service. 
I like to give that responsibility to somebody else, to know that 
my future is secure and safe and that’s why I’m with TMP Wealth 
Management. That’s the confidence I’ve got. I feel my future is safe 
and that retirement is going to be fruitful and very secure.

So what would you say TMP Wealth Management has 
helped you achieve?

I just feel like I have no pressure. They have given me confidence 
that now that I have retired, my future is secure. Yes,  in the middle 
of a pandemic, we all know that the investments went down 
and then bounced back and the stock market dipped but  I had  
confidence in the advisors that my investments were safe, so my 
future and my retirement was safe.

So now retirement is a reality for you. How are you 
going to spend your time? 

It’s nice not to have to get up every day and think about work. 
It’s nice to get up every day and think how am I going to fill my 
day? Hopefully when the restrictions lift, I’m looking to play golf. 
I don’t want to join a golf club just yet because I feel there’s a few 
too many restrictions and I’d like some lessons. I do yoga and go 
on lots of dog walks. I don’t have a dog myself but plenty of friends 
have dogs, so there’s always a dog to walk and I love holidays. I 
can’t wait to travel again and Australia will be the first one. I had 
to cancel my trip there last year because of the travel restrictions. I 
can’t wait to finally get there.

TMP Wealth 
Management

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Home Instead
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Home Instead South East Northumberland 
- who are we and what do we do?
We are a family run home care company providing high quality, relationship-based care and 
support, tailored to individual needs writes Director Guy Kirk.

We are here to provide that additional 
support you or a loved one may 
need to continue living happily and 
independently at home; a friendly face 
and confident support from a well-trained 
(and well supported) CAREGiver can make 
all the difference to someone’s life. 

Companionship lies at the heart of 
everything we do – whether this is 
someone calling for a chat and friendly 
conversation over a cup of tea, supporting 
a client to get out and about, or providing 
support with personal tasks or care for 
people with dementia or Parkinsons. 

We believe that building strong 
relationships with our clients is important 
and we carefully select our CAREGivers 
and then match them with our clients 
so that they can provide the truly 
personalised care that our clients want. 
By developing a valued and trusting 
relationship, our CAREGivers can support 
our clients to live well their way.  

Of course, we do all the things you would 
expect of a home care provider - but 
what makes us different is our attention 
to detail, our careful selection of our 
CAREGivers, and our focus on achieving 
client outcomes. 

Careful selection:

We only employ those who pass the ‘Mum’ 
test. We ask ourselves “would I trust this 
person to care for my Mum?” Only if the 
answer is “yes” do we welcome someone 
into our amazing team. 

Outcome focussed:

We always start with “what does our 
client want to achieve through the care  
we provide?”

This means we understand what our 
clients want to achieve with the care 
we provide and we focus on that. For 
example, whilst someone might need 
support with getting showered and 
dressed, we know we are not just ‘helping 
someone with showering’ or ‘helping 
someone to get dressed.’ We understand 
that what we are actually doing is helping 
that person to feel clean, fresh and well-
groomed; to look and feel their best, 
dressed and ready for the day ahead. They 
may just need a little help to do this - and 
that is where we come in. 

Someone needing companionship  
support needs to trust and bond with  
our CAREGiver, enjoying visits and 
outings to maintain or rekindle interests 
and hobbies. 

Being really focussed on what our clients 
want to achieve with the care we provide 
is what makes us different – and we 
always go that extra mile to make sure 
things are just right. 

Why not give us a call for an initial chat? 
We can explore options and provide 
advice if needed. Let us be the changing 
force in your life!
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L i ve  we l l , y o u r  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

Contact us on: 01670 208692 
homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated



34   inside Morpeth

THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
01670 512651

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

SERVICE
FROM

£95 INC VAT

MOT
ONLY

£35

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Discover an extensive range 
of beautiful bathrooms 

and stunning tiles locally!

A truly inspirational showroom for 
creating the perfect bathroom.

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Tel: 01670 522 066
www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk

38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome

ACTUAL INSTALLATION
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Covid-19 has had a devastating 
impact on just about every 
aspect of life. Little did we 
realise 12 months ago that one 
of Morpeth’s oldest and revered 
occasions would have to be 
side-lined come November. 

The Hollon Tea should have celebrated  
its 140th anniversary on November 5th 
2020. Instead the Hall stood silent and 
empty; the tables and chairs stacked  
away; food and drink totally absent  
and some 75 annuitants (beneficiaries) 
sitting at home, often isolated and many 
feeling very sad. Not to mention  
seven trustees, equally confined to 
home, feeling extremely frustrated and 
disappointed that the eagerly anticipated 
event could not take place.

The Mary Hollon Annuity & Coal Fund 
was founded in 1880 through the 
generosity of Richard Welch Hollon on 
the death of his wife, Mary nee Trotter. 
Mary was born in India around 1820, but 
brought up in Morpeth by her uncle, Dr 
William Trotter after both her parents 
died in India. Dr Trotter, as well as a 
practising medical man, was a prominent 
local politician in the 1840’s and 1850’s,  
who was Mayor of Morpeth four times,  
Mary being his Mayoress on at least  
one occasion. 

After her marriage to Richard Hollon on 
5th November 1855 Mary moved to York 
with her husband, who subsequently 
became Lord Mayor of York. On her death 
in 1880, in memory of 25 years of happy 

marriage and in recognition of her deep 
affection for Morpeth, he donated £5,000 
to provide a “liberal meat tea and a ton of 
coal” for 25 people of the town who were 
to be  of good, honest and sober character, 
and not have received parish relief or 
been in the workhouse. The 25 people 
would be selected by the local councillors, 
who would also manage the fund. 

The early days of the Hollon Tea were 
extensively covered by the Morpeth 
Herald, as were the deliberations of the 
Council, not always sympathetically. 
Thanks to the Herald, and then latterly to 
Warren Thompson from Castle Morpeth 
Borough Council and then Janet Brown 
of Morpeth Antiquarians we have a lot of 
historical facts about the Tea, although 
no minutes of trustee meetings appear to 
have been retained. 

As far as we can tell the Tea took place 
on 5th November every year from 1880 
right through to 2007, with the possible 
exception of 1919 – the year of the Spanish 
Flu pandemic. Sadly the disastrous floods 
of 2008, coupled with ill-health of the then 
Secretary, meant the Tea didn’t happen 
in 2008, 2009 or 2010. Revived by a new 
set of trustees, the Mary Hollon Annuity & 
Relief in Need Trust, as it was renamed in 
2001, resumed operations in 2010 and has 
delivered the Annual Tea to 75 annuitants 
each subsequent year, until last year. 

But the trustees have not been idle during 
the pandemic. We have maintained 
contact with most of the annuitants by 
phone and have responded to any needs 
they have identified. Two of our younger 
trustees plus the Youth Representative 

have done an enormous number of 
community visits whilst maintaining 
social distancing. 

We have helped several people struggling 
with Universal Credit delays and helped 
with rehousing four people following 
domestic violence. We have maintained 
contact with other organisations offering 
help to disadvantaged people in Morpeth. 
Sadly we have lost a few of our annuitants 
over the year, not surprising given that 
many are in their 80’s and 90’s, but 
each loss is heartfelt none the less. Our 
annuitants have become our friends. 

So what of the future? The vaccination 
programme, and the subsequent 
significant dropping of positive cases, 
offers a glimmer of hope that the 5th 
November 2021 could see us gather again 
in Morpeth Town Hall. No decision has 
been made, nor need it be made until 
the summer, but the trustees will be 
reviewing the position regularly. 

Other questions also remain. Not 
surprisingly we have had no new 
applications for over a year. Currently 
we aren’t accepting any either, until we 
have a clearer view of the future. If and 
when we want new applications, we will 
let Morpeth residents know through the 
media. You have had to live in Morpeth 
for 15 years and, be at least 75, live alone 
or with an elderly partner, and be capable 
of attending the Tea.   

The Secretary of the Mary Hollon Trust 
can be contacted at 15 The Kylins, NE61 
2DJ, by phone on 01670 511631 or by 
email at andrew.tebbutt1046@gmail.com

Will it be time for tea again this year?

Annuitants enjoy the Tea in memory of Mary Hollon

Mary Hollon. This portrait, painted when  
Mrs. Hollon was Mayoress of York, hangs in  
the Mayor’s Parlour in Morpeth Town Hall

 
Hollon Tea

Andrew Tebbutt poses the question
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Any sunny day the benches in 
Morpeth’s Millennium Green 
will be occupied by people 
enjoying coffee, chatting or 
simply gazing at the trees 
and flowers, the birds on the 
feeders or in the bird bath.

I can imagine that sometimes one person 
might say to another: ‘Why is it called 
the Old Bakehouse Millennium Green?’ 
and that the answer might be: ‘Perhaps 
it is named after the coffee shop that we 
passed on the way in here!’

Well, the answer is more complex than 
that.  Some, but perhaps not all, of the 
visitors to the Green might realise that 
this lovely hidden garden is on the site 
of Morpeth’s medieval burgage plots.  
The long, narrow piece of land stretched 
originally from Oldgate.

The line of the overgrown hawthorn, 
ash and elder trees where the bird 
feeders hang, are the relics of the ancient 
boundary between the two plots that were 
among those laid out by Roger de Merlay 
III shortly after 1239 when he established 
Morpeth as a ‘new town.’

Over the centuries the plots became 
known in Morpeth as ‘yards.’  In the 1960s 
Pear Tree Yard stretched along where the 
Royal Mail vans are now parked.

The coffee shop and terrace of houses 
visitors will notice as they approach the 
Green, are in the Old Bakehouse Yard.  
The coffee shop took its name from the 
yard itself. So, the question is – How did 
the Old Bakehouse Yard get that name?  
Was there a bakehouse there?

A map of 1852 names Bakehouse Yard 
in this location. One or two Morpeth 
residents have mentioned to me that their 

elderly relatives used to come down the 
yard for bread, stories which I have never 
been able to verify.

Other rumours of bread ovens in 
the cellars of 29 Newgate Street, are 
unfounded.  Those structures have no 
chimneys and were probably wine  
storage shelves.

The story of the Bakehouse Yard goes 
much further back than the 1852 map.  
When Roger de Merley III allowed the 
burgesses of Morpeth to have a market, he 
kept the bakehouse as income for himself. 
Townspeople were to grind their corn at 
his mill, for which he took a percentage, 
and pay for the privilege of baking their 
bread in his bakehouse ovens.  

As late as 1663, two people were fined 
twelve pence for ‘baking away from the 
lord’s oven.’ 

Thus, today’s visitors to the Green are 
relaxing where nature and history 
combine.  These ancient burgage plots 
have a new lease of life in the care of the 
Old Bakehouse Millennium Green Trust 
whose trustees manage the site for nature, 
for plants and birds, and for people.

They do such a wonderful job that they 
have won the Green Flag’s community 
garden award for 17 consecutive years.

And, of course, the date is easy to 
remember.  The Green has been there 
since 2000 – the year of the Millennium – 
and let us hope it stays there, loved by its 
visitors, for many another decade.

The full story of Morpeth’s historic 
development can be found in The 
Curious Yards and Alleyways of 
Morpeth by Bridget Gubbins, published 
by Greater Morpeth Development Trust 
in 2011.  The book is available in The 
Chantry, Morpeth or through Amazon

Town centre Green ‘oasis with 
links to Morpeth’s historic past
Local resident and 
author Bridget Gubbins 
visits a Green ‘oasis’ just 
off Newgate Street in  
the very heart of the 
town centre, to reveal 
its links to Morpeth’s 
historic past.

Millennium Green
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11 Chathill Close  Morpeth  Northd NE61 2TH
www.directhearingservices.com

STAN HERON RHAD

Free hearing test and assessment

Appointments in the comfort of your own home or come to 
me on Stobhill Farm with easy parking

All makes and models supplied and repaired

The latest technology - Bluetooth, wireless accessories, 
smartphone apps

27 years of experience

HCPC registered audiologist

Completely independent - unlike most high street companies

60 day no quibble full refund guarantee if not 100% satisfied 

If you’ve been quoted elsewhere, give us a call to see how 
much you could save.

10% discount with this ad

Direct Hearing 
Services
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Making the hybrid 
switch couldn’t 
have been easier!

Vertu  
Honda 

In 2030 the Government has announced 
that no more petrol or diesel new cars  
will be sold with motorists having to  
chose between fully electric or semi-
electric vehicles.

Already, however, motorists like 
Alexander Christie are independently 
making up their minds to opt for the 
switch nine years before they have to – 
and he can’t recommend too highly the 
decision he and his wife Jean made to 
purchase a hybrid Jazz Crosstar from the 
Vertu Honda dealership on Morpeth’s 
Coopies Lane.

It is, he says, perhaps the best car they 
have ever bought, adding: “By the time 
we had reached the main road only yards 
from the entrance to the dealership on 
our test drive, we instantly knew it was 
the car for us!”

The couple from Morpeth had traded in 
their Honda HR-V for the Jazz and they 
couldn’t be happier with it.

“Friends tell us it is such a classy looking 
car, but more than that it is comfortable, 
has bags of space and is a real pleasure 
to drive,” said Alexander who served for 
many years in the RAF.  He spent time at 
the Acklington base which is how he met 
his future wife Jean from Amble.  When 
he left the service he worked for 37 years 
as an NHS administrator.

Like other motorists the couple had 
doubts in the back of their minds  
about moving away from a petrol or 
diesel-engine car, with concerns such as 
the availability of charging points and 
how many miles could be driven on a 
single charge.

Their Jazz, however, is self-charging with 
its specially developed e:HEV electric 
motor coupled to a petrol engine and its 
clever technology provides an exceptional 
blend of effortless performance allied to 
impressive fuel economy.’

The same technology constantly monitors 
the performance and economy of the Jazz 
to determine the most suitable power 
source to use.  Its SUV-influenced design 
and panoramic windscreen make for an 
ideal driving position, and its ingenious 
‘magic seats’ provide an unrivalled 
versatility because of the way they fold 
flat, dive down or can be tilted up to take 
advantage of the car’s full height.

“What we like is that we don’t have to 
plug the car in to charge its battery; it 
is so very quiet; but it also has all the 
performance we need,” said Alexander.

“We were very aware of the fact that 
electrification is coming and that was in 
our minds when we were thinking about 
a new car and decided to opt for the 
hybrid Jazz.  Any concerns we might have 
had after driving petrol and diesel cars for 
so many years, were groundless because 
it is exactly like driving any other car.

“We could not recommend the car too 
highly and would say to anyone thinking 
about switching to a hybrid, don’t be 
frightened to do so.”

Alexander said it had been helpful to talk 
through the merits of the different hybrid 
cars with sales executive Steve Huntbach, 
before they made their decision to go for 
the self-charging model.  “It has turned 
out to be exactly the right car for us and 
we couldn’t be happier with it.”

Buyers of new cars are currently having to weigh up the merits of continuing to opt for a 
conventional combustion engine or make the switch to an electric or semi-electric model 
a few years ahead of what will be the monumental motoring change that is coming in a 
few years’ time.

Alexander Christie with Mark Spring (right) and Steve Huntbach
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Cars shown are a Jazz 1.5 i-MMD Executive in platinum white pearl & Honda Jazz Crosstar 1.5 i-MMD Executive in two tone surf blue with crystal black 
pearl. Economy & Emissions figures for Jazz: (WLTP) Range 3.5-6.3 (l/100km), C02 79-143 (g/km); (NEDC) 2.4-4.6 (l/100km), 55-105 (g/km). Figures, sourced 
from EU regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experiences. 

The hybrid 
you can feel

All-New

VERTU HONDA MORPETH
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
Call 01670 501444 or search Vertu Honda Morpeth
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Bristol Street 
Ford

The best of both worlds 
with Bristol Street Ford!
The biggest single change in the 
motoring habits of the great 
British public is - quite literally 
- just around the corner!  

In nine years’ time - 2030 to be precise 
- the Government has declared that the 
sales of new petrol and diesel-powered 
cars will be banned signalling the greatest 
gear change in the vehicles’ motorists 
have driven for more than a century.

It will be a ground-breaking change 
for the motor industry but an equally 
monumental step for motorists looking to 
buy a new car from 2030 onwards.

Already manufacturers are gearing up 
towards the change with the introduction 
of electrified vehicles across the range of 
new cars in their showrooms, and Ford is 
certainly keeping pace with the so-called 
electric revolution.

But 2030 is still a way off and currently 
Ford is offering its customers the option 
of considering new cars that perhaps fall 

into the half-way house of dipping a toe 
into electrification without jumping in 
with both feet and buying a 100 per cent 
electric car.

The company is doing that by introducing 
what it terms its Mild-Hybrid range 
of cars that are a cost-effective way of 
joining the drive towards electric vehicles.  
Basically, they are cars that use more than 
one power source by combining a petrol 
or diesel engine with an electric motor.

In other words, Ford is bringing on 
tomorrow today by offering customers 
the best of both worlds – a conventional 
engine coupled with an electric  
power-train - as a way of looking and 
thinking ahead for the changes that  
are on the horizon.

Currently the Mild-Hybrid range includes 
the Fiesta, Puma, Focus and Kuga models 
all of which are in the Bristol Street 
Motors Ford showroom at Coopies Lane, 
Morpeth right now where the sales team 
will be more than happy to talk customers 

through the different options available 
and the benefits to them of choosing one 
of the cars as their new vehicle.

As Morpeth Ford Sales Manager Jamie 
Macleod says: “One way or another 
electric is coming and our Mild-Hybrid 
range of cars is a great way of introducing 
customers to a new way of motoring at 
the same time as experiencing the fuel 
efficiency of these vehicles without the 
potential of range anxiety.

“We are more than happy to spend time 
with customers talking them through 
the way this new generation of family 
cars, will work for them and to explain 
the different options of combining either 
a petrol or diesel version coupled to an 
electric motor before full electrification 
comes around.

“The variety of new Ford cars available 
in our showroom might have seemed 
like the stuff dreams were made of a few 
years ago, but they are here right now 
ready to buy and drive!”

EFFICIENCY &
PERFORMANCE

Models shown are: Puma ST-Line 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid (mHEV) 125PS Manual Petrol. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 50.4 (5.6) CO2 emissions 128g/km. Focus ST-Line Edition 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid 125PS (mHEV) Manual Petrol. 
Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 54.3 (5.2) CO2 emissions 119g/km. Fiesta ST-Line Edition 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid 125PS (mHEV) 3-Door Manual Petrol. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 55.4 (5.1) CO2 emissions 116g/km. All-New 
Kuga ST-Line Edition PHEV 2.5 Duratec 225PS Auto FWD. Weighted Fuel economy mpg(l/100km) (Combined): 201.8 (1.4) Weighted combined electricity consumption. 26.88kWh per 100 miles. Weighted CO2 emissions: 32g/km.
Equivalent all-electric range: 35 miles+.
 *Compared to non-hybrid EcoBoost engines and when operating in mid-range (1,200 – 1,800rpm)
 Test Drive subject to availability. 

DISCOVER THE RANGE OF FORD HYBRID MODELS
Increased Fuel Efficiency
• Mild Hybrid powertrains can be a cost-effective 

way to join the electric revolution. They are also 
a great option for shorter journeys, especially 
around town and at lower average speeds.

• The engine can switch itself off and the 48V  
starter-generator seamlessly restarts when 
needed, providing better fuel efficiency,  
reducing fuel costs and reducing emissions.

• The separate 48V Li-ion battery is 
automatically recharged by regenerative 
braking. There is no requirement to connect  
the battery to an external power source

Mild Hybrid Performance
• Mild Hybrid delivers more 

power, up to 20% faster 
acceleration and 10% more 
fuel efficiency*, whilst still 
maintaining everything which 
makes driving a Ford great. 

• Ford offer both Petrol and Diesel Mild Hybrids, 
so you can stay with your preferred fuel type  
but with the added advantages of our new  
age powertrains.

• The Ford Mild Hybrids are part of Ford’s promise 
to deliver 16 electrified vehicles by the end of 
2021. Whichever you choose, drive into the 
future with Ford.

M I L D  H Y B R I D
E L E C T R I C  V E H I C L E

Words can only tell you part of the story, a test drive will show you the rest. 
Arrange yours today to enjoy the benefits tomorrow.

CALL 0330 096 0795
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JN 
Ford Morpeth

bristolstreet.co.uk/ford

Ford and Hyundai Sakes Manager Jamie Macleod



inside Morpeth   41

EFFICIENCY &
PERFORMANCE

Models shown are: Puma ST-Line 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid (mHEV) 125PS Manual Petrol. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 50.4 (5.6) CO2 emissions 128g/km. Focus ST-Line Edition 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid 125PS (mHEV) Manual Petrol. 
Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 54.3 (5.2) CO2 emissions 119g/km. Fiesta ST-Line Edition 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid 125PS (mHEV) 3-Door Manual Petrol. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 55.4 (5.1) CO2 emissions 116g/km. All-New 
Kuga ST-Line Edition PHEV 2.5 Duratec 225PS Auto FWD. Weighted Fuel economy mpg(l/100km) (Combined): 201.8 (1.4) Weighted combined electricity consumption. 26.88kWh per 100 miles. Weighted CO2 emissions: 32g/km.
Equivalent all-electric range: 35 miles+.
 *Compared to non-hybrid EcoBoost engines and when operating in mid-range (1,200 – 1,800rpm)
 Test Drive subject to availability. 

DISCOVER THE RANGE OF FORD HYBRID MODELS
Increased Fuel Efficiency
• Mild Hybrid powertrains can be a cost-effective 

way to join the electric revolution. They are also 
a great option for shorter journeys, especially 
around town and at lower average speeds.

• The engine can switch itself off and the 48V  
starter-generator seamlessly restarts when 
needed, providing better fuel efficiency,  
reducing fuel costs and reducing emissions.

• The separate 48V Li-ion battery is 
automatically recharged by regenerative 
braking. There is no requirement to connect  
the battery to an external power source

Mild Hybrid Performance
• Mild Hybrid delivers more 

power, up to 20% faster 
acceleration and 10% more 
fuel efficiency*, whilst still 
maintaining everything which 
makes driving a Ford great. 

• Ford offer both Petrol and Diesel Mild Hybrids, 
so you can stay with your preferred fuel type  
but with the added advantages of our new  
age powertrains.

• The Ford Mild Hybrids are part of Ford’s promise 
to deliver 16 electrified vehicles by the end of 
2021. Whichever you choose, drive into the 
future with Ford.

M I L D  H Y B R I D
E L E C T R I C  V E H I C L E

Words can only tell you part of the story, a test drive will show you the rest. 
Arrange yours today to enjoy the benefits tomorrow.

CALL 0330 096 0795
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JN 
Ford Morpeth

bristolstreet.co.uk/ford
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Hyundai cars are for 
everyone in ‘modern 
times’ motoring
In its promotional literature 
aimed at attracting visitors to 
its magnificent countryside 
and stunning coastline, 
Northumberland’s boast is that 
it is ‘England’s best kept secret.’

No surprise perhaps then, that a motor 
dealership based in the county is, in turn, 
using a similar phrase to proudly declare 
that the Hyundai cars it sells are the 
‘North-East’s best kept automotive secret!’

Bristol Street Hyundai Morpeth based 
on Coopies Lane on the outskirts of the 
town, is part of Vertu Motors, now the 
fifth largest motor group in the country.  
It wasn’t until last year, however, 
that Bristol Street opened its Hyundai 
dealership on the site.

So, what are those ‘secrets’ Hyundai 
is now keen to share with the local 
motoring public?  For a start, Hyundai 
was a relative late-comer to the motoring 
marketplace.  Founded by Chung Ju-Yung 
in his native Korea, the first all-Hyundai 
cars were being made just 50 years ago.

Encapsulating the progressive, forward-
thinking of its founder, however, in that 
short space of time Hyundai has become 
the fifth largest motor manufacturer in 
the world with the biggest car plant on the 
globe! Hyundai literally translated means 
‘modern times’ and that is exactly what is 
behind the company’s thinking as it looks 
ahead to the new decade.

Its range of cars is not only respected 
by industry experts but by its growing 
number of customers as well who have 
been finding out those Hyundai ‘secrets’ 
for themselves including the company’s 
drive to be at the very forefront of the 
technological revolution that is steering 
motorists towards going electric by  
2030, when the Government has decreed 
that new petrol and diesel cars will 
no longer be available for sale on any 
dealership forecourt.

In that range are popular models such as 
the Kona, Santa Fe, Tucson, i10, i20, i30 

and the Ioniq.  What is astonishing is that 
all Hyundai’s 14 models have all been 
completely improved and re-styled in just 
four years!

There are 10 available alternative power 
train models including Hybrid, Electric 
and even Hydrogen with the aim being 
to produce half a million of the later 
powered vehicles by the electrification 
deadline of just nine years away.

To help make the switch to smarter 
driving easier Hyundai currently  
offers motorists a three-way choice  
of Mild Hybrid (battery assisted),  
Self-Charging Hybrids (dual powered)  
or Plug-in Hybrids (battery optimised) 
cars to choose from in run-up to that  
all-electric date.  They may be quite 
different from one another but what  
they all have in common is an industry-

leading unlimited mileage warranty.

If all this talk of electric or semi-electric 
cars sounds a little confusing, the sales 
team at Hyundai Morpeth, is ready 
and willing to explain it all in the most 
simple of terms.   “There is a lot to take 
in when it comes to where we are going 
as an industry over the next ten years,” 
said Billy Taylor, General Manager at 
Morpeth’s Bristol Street site.

“Our job is to help customers understand 
that there is a Hyundai car in the 
extensive range of vehicles we can offer 
then, that will suit their motoring needs 
right down to the ground.  Our ultimate 
aim is to ensure that whenever anyone 
drives away from our site in their new 
Hyundai car it is the ideal vehicle for 
them and they could not be happier  
with it.”

Bristol Street Morpeth Business Manager Steve Pemberton

Bristol Street 
Hyundai

Fuel Consumption figures for the TUSCON Hybrid. MPG (l/100km): Combined 39.8 (7.1) to 50.4 (5.6). CO2 emissions:  160 -127 g/km. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; 
only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend 
upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

Image for illustration purposes only. Bristol Street Motors Hyundai is a trading name of Bristol Street Fourth Investments Limited (Company registration number 00522856) which 
also trades as Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Silverlink, and of Bristol Street First Investments Limited (Company registration number 00251237) which also trades as Bristol Street 
Motors Hyundai Morpeth. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Hyundai Silverlink
Middle Engine Lane, Silverlink Business Park,
Newcastle, Tyne & Wear, NE28 9NZ
0330 096 0866

Hyundai Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth,
Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 7355    

bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai

Hyundai Peterlee
3 Mill Hill, North West Industrial Estate, 
Peterlee, County Durham, SR8 2HR
0330 178 7354    

“The Tucson is that impressive – solid dynamically, properly practical, usefully efficient 
in hybrid form, and with a well-finished cabin that oozes tech in all the right places”
Auto Express (4.5/5 Stars)

‘Hyundai’ translates to ‘modern times’ and this encapsulates our progressive vision. 
Satisfy your curiosity and visit us. We believe we can make you think differently.

You don’t follow, neither do we:
The Hyundai range includes ten alternative powertrain models,
including; Hybrid, Electric and even Hydrogen.
Unexpected dynamics with our performance ‘N’ range.
Industry leading unlimited mileage warranty, over 5 years.

The North-East's best
kept automotive secret.
Upgrade to the all-new TUCSON Hybrid.
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Fuel Consumption figures for the TUSCON Hybrid. MPG (l/100km): Combined 39.8 (7.1) to 50.4 (5.6). CO2 emissions:  160 -127 g/km. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; 
only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend 
upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.
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also trades as Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Silverlink, and of Bristol Street First Investments Limited (Company registration number 00251237) which also trades as Bristol Street 
Motors Hyundai Morpeth. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.
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Satisfy your curiosity and visit us. We believe we can make you think differently.

You don’t follow, neither do we:
The Hyundai range includes ten alternative powertrain models,
including; Hybrid, Electric and even Hydrogen.
Unexpected dynamics with our performance ‘N’ range.
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Picnic in  
the Park

Picnic in the Park plans 
to be back this summer
It’s been a tough year for everyone but - fingers 
crossed - the ever-popular Morpeth Picnic in the 
Park will be back shortly to cheer up picnickers 
of all ages! 

Organised once again by Greater Morpeth Development Trust,  
the event will be staged on the afternoon of Sunday July 11th  
in Carlisle Park - covid easing permitting.

The free afternoon between Noon and 4pm, will once again  
be packed with activities of interest to so many different tastes 
and age groups.  

Among the attractions will be circus-style entertainer Nat 
Lunatrick; Little Movers dancers; Face Painting; Wiggly Worms 
Books; Heartbeat dance and musical activities for toddlers; and 
Little Foodies with advice on healthy eating for the young.

There’ll also be displays and demonstrations by Woodhorn 
Matters hooky and proggy mat-makers, the Hedgehog Rescue 
crew, a local Bat group and enthusiasts looking to protect Red 
Squirrels in the area.  Morpeth’s Air Cadets and the Northumbria 
Police Community Team will be on hand, while members of 
Morpeth Churches Together will once again by busy all afternoon 
cooking up free burgers and hot dogs for hungry picnickers.

Go-Karts will be sited on the multi-purpose court near the 
Pavilion, and this year the whole afternoon will have an 
environmental conservation theme.

Among the sponsors and supporters of Picnic in the Park will be 
Morpeth’s TMP Wealth Management, Northumberland County 
and Morpeth Town Councils, Morpeth Churches Together and 
ACTIVE Northumberland.

Frank Resigno, GMDT’s Arts & Cultural Director, said the Trust 
was looking forward to once again being able to welcome visitors 
to the event.

“Last year like so many other events, the Picnic had to be 
cancelled because of the coronavirus pandemic, which we know 
was a great disappointment for so many people who so much 
look forward to an afternoon out in the Park each year,” he said.

“All being well, however, we plan to be back this summer, 
assuming lockdown restrictions have been eased by then in 
accordance with the Government’s covid road-map.”

But, he said, as organisers of the event they would still be covid 
complaint with hand sanitisers, sprays and wipes being readily 
available around the Park site.

“Assuming we can go ahead with the event, all we need is a fine 
day so people can once again enjoy themselves as we get back to 
some form of post-covid normality,” he added.

Latest details about Picnic in the Park will continually be posted 
on the GMDT website at gmdt.net. “We would ask people to check 
with the website nearer the date, to ensure everything is going 
ahead as planned,” he said. 

Working safely throughout Covid19
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Cresswell
Pele Tower

Face Painting
Free BBQ

Wildlife GroupsPolice Quad Bike

Art Project
Sports Activities

Protecting the
Environment

Musical Activities
for Children

Magician

SUNDAY 11TH JULY - NOON TO 4PM
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Laura Anderson

What’s the best
hair cut for you?
at Laura Anderson Hair and Beauty

01670 516113
1A NEWGATE STREET, MORPETH

OPENING TIMES

TUE 9AM-5PM / WED 9AM-5PM / THU 9AM-7PM
FRI 9AM-6PM / SAT 9AM-4PM

H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

ADVERTISING FEATURE

For instance, those with fine 
hair might look at fringes or 
bangs which are a great way 
for thickening up a thinning 
hair line.

Celebrities like Ruth Langsford 
of Loose Women and This 
Morning fame which she co-
presented with her husband 
Eamonn Holmes, uses quite 
a lot of back-combing on the 
crown to create volume and lift 
at the roots.  

Products like dry shampoo can 
be a girl’s best friend when 
sprayed in at the roots giving 
thickness that lasts throughout 
the day.  Moose and hairspray 
are also fabulous for helping to 
hold a style in.

Some people opt for shorter, 
choppy pixie cut which is great 
for getting rid of fine wispy 
ends, making the hair appear 
much thicker.  Longer hair may 
start to look finer and more 
see-through but using a clay 
or wax for styling, will give the 
hair more volume and texturise 
the ends.

With thick hair, cutting half of 
the hair’s thickness by shaping 
it closer to the head shape, will 
help to reduce a lot of extra 
bulk.  Tucking the hair behind 
an ear, also lifts it away from 
hanging in your face.

Razor cutting is also brilliant 
for thinning the weight out 
from the ends of the hair.  So it 
will flick and curl on the ends 
more easily.

Layers help to give thick hair 
shape especially around the 
head.  Try longer hair styles 
to reduce volume around 
the scalp.  Also try having a 
balayage colour which will light 
ends that will reduce thickness.

I am often asked what is the best hair cut for 
different people and a quick look through he 
internet will show you the different styles that 
some people chose writes Laura Anderson.
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HADRIAN
M O T O R H O M E  H I R E

Staycation  adventures
that  begin  and  end  in  Morpeth

We are a family-run independent 
company specialising in the hire 
of high-specification luxury 
motorhomes. We are based in 
Morpeth, making us the ideal 
starting point to explore some of 
the UK’s most amazing locations.

• Luxury German-built 4-berth motorhomes

• Automatic transmission

• Fully equipped with on-board shower and 
 toilet; central heating and hot water 
 systems; built-in fridge/freezer; tv/dvd 
 entertainment

• Covid compliant - all vehicles fully cleaned 
 and sanitised between bookings

• Prices include fully comprehensive 
 insurance for driver (restricted to 30 to 
 75 year olds)

• Detailed familiarisaton handover before 
 setting o�

T. 0785 0257 168
E. info@hadrianmotorhomes.co.uk
W. hadrianmotorhomes.co.uk

FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND
BOOKINGS...


