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Editor of Inside Morpeth

Ian Leech

The last 12 months have taken their 
toll on so many aspects of our ‘normal’ 
every day lives not least in regard to our 
shopping habits. Largely because of the 
pandemic many of the biggest names in 
retailing are disappearing from our high 
streets, shopping malls and retail parks 
begging the question will life there ever 
be the same again.

Yet as many towns and cities ponder their futures, is this a time 
for towns such as Morpeth to look ahead with some confidence 
and hope they can buck the trend and entice more people back 
to use them in the way they once did before shopping habits 
changed so dramatically?

There can be no guarantees that will happen, of course, yet 
talking to business people in the town, we detect a sense of 
optimism that Morpeth can do just that. There are so many  
good things happening in Morpeth as a flick through the pages  
of this edition of our magazine, will tell you.

On the sporting front, for instance, we report on major 
investments at Morpeth Town FC and Morpeth Golf Club.  
The football club, for example, is launching an academy to  
give young players a great start in the game, that is in its own 
way unique even up to the Premiership level of the game.

Work has started on what will be a fantastic new leisure centre 
in the very heart of Morpeth, as well as a much-needed extra  
car park to be used by residents and visitors to the town.  
No one can have failed to notice that work is going on a-pace  
to redevelop the Queen’s Head and there are other new  
restaurants just waiting to be able to welcome diners once  
covid restrictions allow.

Passengers will soon be again using Morpeth Railway 
Station in greater numbers and enjoying the award-winning 
improvements spearheaded by Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust.  But don’t just take our word for it – read what local 
businessman Ken Stait had to say to us.  His words are supported 
by local author Bridget Gubbins who took a walk down Newgate 
Street to superbly demonstrate that shoppers don’t need to head 
for the supermarkets to source what they need – it can all be 
found in the independent shops on our own high street.

It’s a message people like Rutherfords store owner Chris 
Mitchell, hopes Morpeth residents will heed at a time when  
local shops need local people to support them!

8 A DIFFERENT SHOPPING SPREE

Front cover: Former Persimmon Homes Chief Executive David Jenkinson (left) 
and Mark Hedley (Morpeth Town FC Chief Executive) planning to launch a 
soccer academy at the club. Photograph by Ken Stait
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Tribute to  
John Matthews

Our tribute to John
By Inside Morpeth Editor Ian Leech

It is with much sadness 
but at the same time, 
a huge amount of 
respect and admiration, 
that I write this tribute 
on behalf of all of 
us at Inside Morpeth 
to our great friend 
and colleague John 
Matthews who sadly 
passed away earlier  
this year.
 
John has been an integral part of our 
magazine since our launch in 2009,  
being our lead team member looking  
after advertising sales, and indeed, it is 
fair to say that we would probably not 
have got our publication off the ground in 
the all-important first few years, without 
his dedication, commitment and sheer 
hard work.  

He was the one in our early days who 
had the connections and contacts within 
the business and retail sectors and was 
able to encourage so many of them to use 
our magazine to promote themselves to 
homes in and around Morpeth.  

He was able to do that because he was  
a professional to his finger-tips who  
never over-sold space to any of the shops, 
cafés, restaurants and businesses he 
worked with and as a result, he earned 
the trust and confidence of all their 
owners who regarded him more as  
a friend than a salesman. 

When John and I met 12 years ago to 
discuss my ideas for Inside Morpeth, he 
jumped at the chance to be part of our 
team and it was one of the very best 
decisions I made with regard to our 
magazine of which he became so  
immensely proud.

Co-incidentally, John and I first knew 
one another far too many years ago for 
comfort, when we were fellow pupils 
at Morpeth’s King Edward VI Grammar 
School for Boys.  The abbreviation KEVI 
hadn’t been thought of back then!  

John travelled in to Morpeth from Amble 
where he grew up when his father 
returned home after serving as an 
engineer in the Merchant Navy during the 
war, to run the J H Harrison boat yard.

Perhaps not surprisingly boats and ships 
along with aeroplanes and trains, were a 
passion for John and when he left school 
he served his time as a marine engineer 
with Kelvin Engines in Glasgow.   

He returned to Amble to the family 
boatyard business before working for 
a number of ‘Blue Chip’ companies 
including Yamaha Mitsubishi of Japan, 
American Oil and International Paints.  

John worked on all sorts of ships 
including huge tankers, whilst they were 
in dry dock; at nuclear power stations 
as well as on the Thames Barrier before 
switching careers to join Johnstone Press 
as an advertising representative for its 
Northumberland weekly newspapers.

For more than 30 years John also 
served as a Special Constable with the 
Northumbria Police Force, reaching the 
rank of Chief Commandant before he 
retired in 2003.

John married his wife Josie in 1965 and 
they were blessed with four children – 
Simon, Jill, David and Caroline – nine 
grandchildren and another nine great-
grandchildren, all of whom they were 
immensely proud of.  

All of us from our Inside Morpeth team 
– myself, Katherine, Mick, Steven and 
Suzanne – offer our sincerest condolences 
to John’s family for their loss, a sentiment 
I am sure will be echoed by the very many 
people he knew and worked with in the 
Morpeth area.

Inspirational flooring
for your home

NOW PROUDLY STOCKING

Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
Book your free measure, advice and quotation service or simply request an appointment now.

“John was a 
professional to his 

finger-tips who  
earned the trust, 
confidence and 

friendship of everyone 
he dealt with.”

Our friend and colleague John Matthews pictured on duty as a Special Constable
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As he went on to explain, however, the 
academy is just one of his proposals to 
make sure that Morpeth Town and its 
Craik Park ground, plays a huge role in 
the life of the local community.

Around 50 teenagers could be recruited 
to not only give them a chance of fulfilling 
their dreams of becoming professional 
footballers, but to also offer them 
apprenticeships in the construction or 
engineering sectors of industry so they 
have a trade to fall back on if they fail to 
make the big time in the game.

It is thought no other club in the country 
is going down the route of offering a full 
spectrum of qualifications which include 
apprenticeships as well as ‘A’ Levels and 
sporting diplomas.  

As Ken told me: “We want to do something 
very different at Morpeth Town.

“We have thought long and hard for 
some time about setting up an academy 
at Morpeth Town because we believe it 
would encourage young players to aspire 
to a dream of becoming professional 
footballers, at the same time as keeping 
up with their education and learning a 
trade so they would have worthwhile jobs 
in the future.”

Ken first discussed the proposals with 
former manager Nick Gray who led the 
team to that memorable FA Vase Trophy 
victory over Hereford Town at Wembley 
Stadium exactly five years ago. “Nick told 
me he was thinking of retiring as manager 
but would love the opportunity of setting 

up and running an academy to work with 
young players,” said Ken.

“At the same time, I was talking to David 
Jenkinson, the former CEO of Persimmon 
Homes, who was keen to start an elite 
Under 17s Morpeth side to play on a 
Saturday rather than Sundays as most 
youth teams do.”

So, together they plan to forge an alliance 
with Tyne Met College whereby their 
academy players would qualify as 
joiners, plumbers and bricklayers or 
study mechanical or civil engineering.  
The youngsters would attend college in 
the morning and then train two or three 
afternoons a week under the watchful eye 
of Nick Gray and a team of UEFA qualified 
coaches at Craik Park.  

Morpeth Town FC - more 
than just a football club!

Exciting plans to launch a soccer academy at Morpeth Town Football Club later this 
year have been outlined by Chairman Ken Beattie in an exclusive interview with Inside 
Morpeth Editor Ian Leech. 

Morpeth Town 
Football Club

Putting Morpeth Town at the heart of the community are Mark Hedley (Chief Executive) player and groundsman Sean Taylor, committee member John Tighe and 
club chairman Ken Beattie.
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“David has the experience and knowledge 
of the construction industry while I 
have the engineering background and 
contacts through my Techflow Marine 
company and between us we would also 
hope to get the lads some on-the-job work 
experience,” added Ken. 

Morpeth Academy teams would be 
entered into a national youth league 
so the youngsters would benefit from 
playing other academy sides from the 
lower tiers of the football league.  “That 
way they would be playing against players 
of their own age rather than trying to 
get a game in senior football which can 
be very physical and uncompromising,” 
said Ken.  “If a young lad has talent it is 
still a huge step up for them to contend 
with the physical side of the game even 
at non-league level.  But, playing in a 
youth league like we are proposing would 
give the lads a chance to develop in an 
environment that would be less physical 
than senior football.”

The ultimate dream, says Ken, would be to 
see a Morpeth Academy youngster make it 
to a professional club, even one competing 
in the Premiership.  The reality of that 
happening is, of course, slim because only 
the very best achieve their goal of joining 
the professional ranks.  Statistics show 
only a handful of players coming through 
academy systems are holding down places 
in Premiership squads – Marcus Rashford 
at Manchester United, Phil Foden at 
Manchester City and Calum Hudson-Odoi 
at Chelsea to name just three.  

Ken, however, believes that there is every 
chance some of his academy players could 
make it into the lower leagues, to the 
Morpeth Town first team or to other local 
non-league sides where they would still be 
playing at a high standard of football.  

As he told me: “Our club at Morpeth has  
a good record of young players moving  
on to play professionally.  Former  
players such as Jon Cullen, Kevin 
Henderson, Callum Morris and Davey 
Carson have all gone on to play 
exceptional roles at professional levels 
with Callum playing international football 
with Northern Ireland!”   

He went on to say: “The academy is yet 
another step towards our goal of making 
sure Morpeth Town FC is an integral 
part of so many different aspects of 
community life in the town.  I don’t want 
our club to simply be a place where 
fans can come along to Craik Park on 
a Saturday afternoon to watch a game 
of football.  We want to be much more 
than that by being involved at so many 
different levels of society in our town 
and we are a long way down the road of 
achieving that goal.”  

This summer the club will lay an elite 
all-weather pitch which will be used not 
only by the first team but by the hundreds 
of boys – and girls – who are currently 
playing for Morpeth Town FC juniors who 
now have such a close association with 
the club.  “Paul Barwick and before him 
Keith Jewitt and Gary Munday, have over 
the years done a fantastic job with the 

boys and girls, helping them to love the 
game from a very early age,” said Ken.  

“We welcome them using the Craik Park 
facilities and it is great see to their Mums 
and Dads coming along to watch them 
train and play, as well as meeting up with 
other parents for a coffee and a chat in 
the clubhouse.”

Shortly before the first pandemic 
lockdown a stylish pitchside marquee 
was erected at Craik Park, as a permanent 
facility developed especially for hire for 
wedding receptions, parties and functions 
as well as making a splendid matchday 
viewpoint, and with the easing of 
lockdown restrictions it can once again  
be hired subject to covid guidelines.  

The previous summer also saw a number 
of music festival events staged at Craik 
Park which proved so popular, while over 
the Christmas period outdoor cinema 
screenings were enormously popular 
with families who could sit in their cars 
and watch films they would not otherwise 
have been able to do.   

Looking ahead, the club is also hoping to 
set up a Euro Village at the ground with 
a large screen in time for this summer’s 
European tournament in which England 
will compete. 

“All these exciting developments add 
up to our goal of making Morpeth Town 
Football Club a hub of community life  
in this wonderful town of ours,” added 
Ken Beattie.

Morpeth Town 
Football Club

Winning at Wembley and encouraging young players.

The versatile pitchside marquee - great for parties, receptions and rock concerts.
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Shopping in  
Morpeth

“What on earth shall I buy 
for their dinner?” I say to my 
husband. We are expecting  
two guests who, unlike us, are 
not vegetarians, and we would 
like to give them a delicious 
meaty meal.

As I have to go shopping for general 
provisions, I decide first of all to stop at 
Martins the butchers on Newgate Street.   
I explain my problem to the smiling 
helpful man, in his striped blue overalls, 
behind the counter.

“Why not a few pork chops,” he suggests.  
I agree, but explain that I am unsure how 
to cook them.

“Put them in a warm, not too hot, oven, 
with a little water, sprinkled with salt and 
covered with tinfoil,” he says.  “Let them 
cook for a good hour and a half until the 
meat drops off the bone.  Drain off the 
juice, spread a little English mustard on 
top, then turn up the oven to very hot to 
brown off the meat.”

Thus, I get a foolproof recipe as well as 
some meat at this butcher shop, the first 
stop on my rounds.

Next, it is Lynda’s greengrocer shop with 
its smart new front named E Price.  

I choose my veg, potatoes of course, some 
cabbage and carrots and a red pepper.  
How many high streets still have their 
own greengrocer?  Lynda will deliver too, 
for the housebound or people who can’t 
get into town.

Of course, everyone in Morpeth knows 
Gebhards.  It has been here for a hundred 
years.  This is a real baker, who brings in 
the flour and actually bakes the bread in 
the back of the shop.  No buying in half-
cooked dough and then baking it just so 
the customer gets the smell.  

“A small white and a small brown sliced,” 
I say, and Clare ties the bags up loosely so 
they can be easily untied and re-used.

Round the corner is the Cheese Shop 
which is great for special occasions.  
Then across the road, past HSBC, is 
Morpeth’s crowning new shop, Penfolds 

Convenience Stores.  How handy it is!   
I have my list, which today includes the 
basics of butter, sugar and flour.  But they 
have everything, coffee, olives, a great 
range of cheese, frozen veg, ready meals, 
wine and beers, and lots of delicatessen 
items.  Anything I can’t find, I know they 
will have it next time I come in.  Open 
since last November, they will soon be 
expanding into fresh veg and local bread.  
Partners Chloe and her father Brian 
have taken on new staff, and will plan 
to enlist more.  They are open from 6am 
until 10pm.  You can’t be much more 
convenient than that.

Thus I am able to get all my provisions 
without passing through a supermarket 
door.  Wonderful!  How many towns these 
days can offer such a range?  There is 
much more.  We can get  a haircut, choose 
environmentally sustainable goods at Eco 
Morpeth, rummage around in charity 
shops, pick up a newspaper, have a coffee 
or buy a take-away.  Too many to list.  

And to cap it all, our guests really do find 
my home-purchased meal delicious!

A Morpeth shopping spree
Local resident Bridget Gubbins reports on her walk down  
Newgate Street and its independent shops, into the Market Place



inside Morpeth   9

Best Estate Agent in Morpeth

We’re delighted to receive this award from the British 
Property Awards. To celebrate we’re offering all  
Inside Morpeth readers a whopping £100 off our fees* 

Here’s a taste of our award winning offer:

Free no obligation valuations 

No sale, no fee offer.

Free listings on the most visited portals, Rightmove and 
Zoopla.

Video tours and desktop valuations.

Homebooster social media advertising technology.

A proactive approach to selling your property, including 
marketing to our huge database of registered buyers, 
around 400 of whom join us each week!

A complete property service all under one roof; EPC’s, 
Surveys, Floorplans and Conveyancing.  
It couldn’t be easier!

Celebrate with us...enjoy £100 off our fees!* 

Let us showcase your property or Let us put your property centre stage!Book your free valuation today  
call: 01670 511711 or email: morpeth@rmsestateagents.co.uk

†Source Independent data, Region specified is NE61/NE61 1-6/ NE65/ NE65 8/NE65 9.  Date range 01.01.20 -31.12.20

*T&Cs Apply. Quote Inside Morpeth. Offer ends 07.06.21

If you have instructed another agent on a Sole Agency basis, the terms of these instructions must be considered before contacting us.  
Normal commission rates apply (on completion) should we introduce a purchaser to your property. The Regions Leading Estate Agent

Are you thinking of selling or letting  
your property?

Here at Rook Matthews 
Sayer we’re experiencing 
high demand for properties.

We have buyers and tenants registered and waiting 
for properties to come on the market and we 
urgently need more.

During the pandemic we introduced 
a range of gold standard safety 
procedures to enable us to keep you 
safe and your home sale secure.

Now is a great time to sell or let your 
property with RMS, while 
demand is high. “Protecting my interests at every 

point, totally professional, honest, 
transparent, incredibly patient. 
Great team, literally the best in 

Morpeth by far. Thank you for your 
service and kindness.” 

J. Mackel, Morpeth

Did you know?
Rook Matthews Sayer sold more 
properties in Morpeth last year 

than any other traditional agent.†

HURRY!  
OFFER ENDS  

 07.06.21*

We’ve moved &  
we’re celebrating!

To celebrate our branch move  
& Best Agent Award...

 ...we’re offering you 

£100
off our fees!*

Inside morpeth .indd   1Inside morpeth .indd   1 31/03/2021   2:13 pm31/03/2021   2:13 pm
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For most of that time Doug Phillips was 
the chair of Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust (GMDT) working alongside Chief 
Executive Officer David Lodge and 
administration officers Karen Tweddle and 
Caroline Clough.

Now, all four of them have retired 
from their posts to make way for a new 
management and office team headed 
by Mike Willis, Minister at the New Life 
Church in Morpeth.  Supporting him in 
his new role as GMDT chair will be Karen 
Bower (Vice-chair) who last year stood 
in as interim chair, along with two new 
administration officers Linda Wilson and 
Julie Hawthorn.

The Trust was originally set up in 2004 to 
deliver a Castles, Woods & Water project 
for Castle Morpeth Borough Council, that 
had been funded with an initial £2.6m 
Government grant, to improve and make 
the most of a five-mile corridor along the 
River Wansbeck from Mitford to Bothal, 
caring for its historic buildings, ancient 
woodlands, riverside walks and open 
spaces along the way.

In the intervening years between then 
and now GMDT has more than fulfilled 
that initial brief and has gone on to 
deliver so much more for Morpeth and its 
surrounding area.

It has, for example, been the driving force 
behind major projects to safeguard the 
future of two iconic heritage buildings in 
Morpeth, firstly the 300-year-old Town Hall 
designed by the great architect Sir John 
Vanbrugh of Blenheim Palace and Castle 
Howard fame.  In 2009 GMDT was at the 
forefront of work to transform the splendid 
old building into a modern civic hub at the 

same time as retaining all the charm and 
elegance of Vanbrugh’s original design.

Then, last year, the Trust again led a 
partnership team that restored and 
redeveloped Morpeth’s wonderful 
Victorian railway station as a modern 
transport inter-change at the same time 
as creating much-needed office space 
for seven small businesses, a café and a 
taxi-office.  Such was the quality of the 
work completed at a cost of £2.2m, that 
the station was named as the Conservation 
Award category winner at the 2020 
National Railway Heritage Awards 
presentation ceremony.

The third major project the Trust has 
supported, is the repair and restoration 
of the 14th Century Pele Tower in the 
village of Cresswell, where – as we report 
elsewhere in this edition of Inside Morpeth 
– GMDT is working with the Cresswell 
CIO to safeguard a valuable piece of 
Northumberland history by ensuring the 
tower is removed from the list of ‘At Risk’ 
buildings drawn up by Historic England, as 
well as opening it up as the county’s latest 
visitor attraction.

But what the Trust has achieved over 
the past few years is about much more 
than securing the future of historic local 
landmarks.  It has, for example, brought 
the cinema back to Morpeth through the 
screening every month on Friday evenings 
in the Town Hall, of popular films as well 
as organising a hugely successful annual 
Movie Weekend.

An immensely popular family Picnic in 
the Park afternoon, organised annually 
by the Trust, has for many years heralded 
the start of the school summer holidays 

in Morpeth.  GMDT has also been the 
successful publisher of a much-praised 
series of books by local author Bridget 
Gubbins about fascinating aspects of 
Morpeth’s past, as well as bringing leading 
writers to talk about their work  
to local audiences.  

For a number of years the Trust was also 
represented on a Morpeth Town Team 
which sought to promote and increase 
awareness of Morpeth’s attractiveness  
as a premier market town in the North  
of England.

The environment in and around Morpeth, 
has also benefitted from GMDT’s on-going 
efforts to create new footpaths through 
local woods and riverside walks, as well 
as the commissioning of imaginative 
and easy-to-follow signage pointing out 
what walkers can spot along the way.  
Continuing on that theme, the Trust 
organised a series of walking events as 
well as publishing informative maps to 
highlight Morpeth’s rich heritage.

As its new chair Mike Willis is full of praise 
for what the out-going team has achieved 
for Morpeth over so many years.  For five 
years Mike has been a director of the Trust 
responsible for its work in the community. 
He has lived and worked in Morpeth since 
1991, and before joining the church he was 
a youth and schools worker.

Indeed, he had – pardon the pun – a 
baptism of fire or more accurately water, in 
his new role as a church minister, starting 
as he did just days after the devastating 
floods which had swamped so many 
homes and businesses in the town centre 
of Morpeth.  What that experience gave 
him, however, was an acute sense of how 

‘Changing of the 
guard’ at the Trust!
A new team has taken over at the helm of the 
community-based organisation that has done 
so much over the past decade-and-a-half for 
Morpeth and the people who live and work in the 
town, writes Ian Leech

Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust



inside Morpeth   11

Morpeth can pull together in times of need, 
to work as a community for the good of 
others, and he is now keen to take that 
spirit of togetherness forward as a new 
focus for the Trust.

“What I don’t want to do as the new chair, 
is just to manage and administer what has 
been achieved in the past, and if that were 
the case I would not have taken on this 
role,” he said.

One idea he is keen to develop is what has 
been dubbed a ‘Man Shed’ project whereby 
older people can be given the chance to 
put their work experience and life skills 
to good use for the benefit of others, 
by helping, for instance, the younger 
generations to deal with issues and 
challenges that are troubling them.

So, in that regard, GMDT plans to link 
up with Morpeth-based Barnabas Safe 
& Sound which already does such great 
work with local young people.  “GMDT 
has an excellent record of working with 
volunteers who assist with so much of 
what we do and I would love to see that 
taken forward to give more people the 
chance to give something back to our 
community,” said Mike.  “The ‘Man Shed’ 
project I believe, will be a great way of 
doing that.”

Once covid restrictions are safely eased, 
Mike says activities such as the cinema 
evening and Picnic in the Park, can 
resume and he also hopes to see the Movie 
Weekend return early next year, as well 
as an ambition of Arts & Culture Director 
Frank Rescigno to organise a Morpeth Book 
Festival, progressed in 2022.

“We have to give great credit particularly 

to David Lodge, for the way that £12m of 
funding has been secured for Morpeth, as 
well as for all the work done by the team,” 
said Mike. “At this time of change, I am 
optimistic about the future of the Trust 
and I am confident GMDT can continue to 
make such a valuable contribution to life in 
Morpeth in the coming years by building 
on what has been achieved to date.

“We have an 
excellent Board of 
Directors who will 
carry on the great 
work started by 

Doug, David, Karen 
and Caroline, over 
the past years at 
Greater Morpeth 

Development Trust.”

Two new Trust officers

Linda Wilson from Longhorsley has joined 
GMDT after working for local authorities in 
the area, the NHS, Northumbria University 
and a local charity.

Julie Hawthorn who lives in Ashington, 
has previously worked on conservation 
projects for the National Trust at Gibside 
and Delaval halls as well as for Durham 
County Council.

Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust

David Lodge (left) and Doug Phillips pictured outside Morpeth Railway Station with Karen Bower

Julie Hawthorn

Linda Wilson

Mike Willis
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Some of James Richfield’s closest friends 
might jokingly question his “wisdom” but 
the experience of advising for more than 
25 years is certainly serving clients well in 
Morpeth, the UK and beyond. 

This March he has just celebrated his 20-
year anniversary of working alongside the 
respected FTSE 100 company St. James’s 
Place Wealth Management and is still 
loving every minute.

After 20 years, what gives you the 
most enjoyment?

Meeting people. It’s having conversations, 
building relationships and understanding 
people and then ultimately helping them 
make decisions that ordinarily they 
wouldn’t have taken. Especially when it 
puts them in much better financial shape. 
It’s always about doing the right thing  
for people and that’s what gives me the 
most satisfaction.

How did it all start?

At the age of 16, school arranged some 
work experience with Barclays Bank.   
I did two weeks and must have impressed 
as they eventually gave me a job.

I transferred up to the North East in 1995. 
That was when the Evening Chronicle 
used to have the jobs pages on a Thursday. 
I noticed an advert for a financial adviser 

role and got the job. A few years later  
St James’s Place came knocking and the 
rest is history.

You’ve grown your company  
with your business partner  
Peter Grieves, how does that 
relationship work?

Peter and I share the same common  
goals, the same ethos on how a business 
should be run and how clients should be 
looked after.

Just after we first met, I knew very quickly 
we had the synergy to drive the business 
in the same direction and we’ve never 
looked back.

The financial world changes 
rapidly, has anything stayed the 
same in those 20 years?

The one constant is people’s need for good 
advice. Twenty years is a long time and 
we have seen huge changes in legislation, 
the economy, cultural and behavioural 
changes. In an ever-complex world  
access to trusted advice has become 
harder to find. 

You’ve recently developed  
the business quite significantly, 
what’s changed?

In the past 20 years we have developed 

our business to where we sit today, and it 
felt right to refresh things and introduce 
new members to the board. They have 
all brought quality and fresh ideas to the 
rebranded TMP Wealth Management

How has Covid changed the 
financial landscape?

If you had said 12 months ago, we’d 
be conducting meetings on video 
conferencing, I wouldn’t have known 
where to start.  We are very much about 
face-to-face relationships and nothing 
will change that but ZOOM and TEAMS 
will enhance what we can do for clients. 
We have got clients all over the country 
and the technology now makes it so much 
easier to have conversations with them.

When we are not in lockdown, 
how do you like to spend your 
time?

One of my biggest passions is Rugby 
Union. I’ve been involved at Morpeth 
Rugby Club for a number of years now as 
Chair of Youth Rugby. That’s responsibility 
for around 300 six to sixteen year old 
young players. That brings challenges but 
is great fun. I also support the Newcastle 
Falcons and get to England games 
whenever I can. I have got a fox-red 
Labrador called Ted who’s well known in 
the office and so enjoy getting out in our 
amazing countryside with him too. 

TMP Wealth Management 
Managing Director marks 
anniversary milestone year!

To quote Albert Einstein “Information is not knowledge. The only source of 
knowledge is experience. You need experience to gain wisdom.”

TMP Wealth
Management

James and business partner Peter Grieves launching the business in 2006

ADVERTISING FEATURE

James with his Son Joshua at Twickenham
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An AllGirl
education means
I’m ready for the world.
We are now taking advance bookings  
for Spring Summer 2021 School Visits. 
Register today at 
newcastlehigh.gdst.net/admissions



14   inside Morpeth

Morpeth Harriers

We keep on running, jumping 
and throwing despite covid!
In an exclusive review for Inside Morpeth Peter Scaife looks at how the pandemic 
has impacted on the local athletes of Morpeth Harriers overs the past 12 months.

“It’s been a year unlike any other I have 
ever known, and I’ve been in the sport 
since 1956,” is how Morpeth Harriers 
President Jim Alder, MBE, sums up the 
past twelve months. “For a lot of athletes, 
it’s been almost a wasted year, with very 
little in the way of the competition on 
which our sport depends, being possible.”  

Still coaching his own Monday night 
Seniors from the Mitford Road clubhouse, 
1966 Commonwealth Games Marathon 
winner Jim found long-held plans for his 
own 80th birthday bash were themselves 
hit in 2020.  And as Chair of the annual 
Morpeth Sports Awards, he points to their 
cancellation last year as a sure sign of 
how badly all local sports were affected. 
Despite everything, the club has managed 
to plot a careful path through some 
difficult waters, and there have remained 
a number of successes to celebrate.

Laura Weightman is certainly one 
member who managed to overcome the 
year’s obstacles with distinction.  All set 
for her third consecutive Olympic Games  
in Tokyo last Summer, the two-time 
Olympian was hit by their postponement 
but still managed an outstanding year 
on and off the track. Among a string 
of personal best performances was a 
clocking of 14 minutes 35.44 seconds 
for 5000 metres at Monaco in August,  a 
whole 9 seconds faster than her previous 
best, to put her second behind Paula 

Radcliffe on the UK all time list. She 
followed this up with 15:10 over the roads 
in October for third overall in the UK 
Women’s 5k Road Rankings. Winning the 
UK Women’s 1500m title for the fifth time, 
she ran a pb of 4m 0:09 s for the same 
distance in Berlin. Laura will be keeping 
an anxious eye on announcements 
about the rescheduled Tokyo Olympics 
in the hope that she will be able to carry 
forward her outstanding form. 

The cancellation of April’s London 
Marathon and September’s Great North 
Run meant many hundreds of  training 
miles counting for nothing for thousands 
up and down the country including 
Morpeth Harriers. But spare a thought 
for Gary Hall, who had a place in the 
famous ‘Marathons des Sables’ (six days, 
251kms in the Sahara Desert) scheduled 
to take place in April. He had already 
logged hundreds of miles along Druridge 
Bay with a rucksack on his back over the 
Winter. Postponed twice already, it’s still 
not clear when the event will take place. 

Closer to home, the closure of the track 
at King Edward’s School for much of 
the year was particularly difficult for 
athletes needing use of the facilities and 
one-to-one coaching. Amongst those most 
affected were three of the club’s most 
promising youngsters, throws specialist 
Jess Gardiner, triple jumper Charlotte 
Earl and hurdler Amy Lott.  Having made 

the top 20 or higher for their age groups 
in 2019,  all three had been accepted 
onto the Youth Talent Programme run 
by England Athletics, offering access 
to a wide range of specialist support 
enabling them to progress on the England 
Talent Pathway. At present, this support 
has all had to be delivered online and 
the face-to-face contact sessions which 
would normally happen at Leeds Beckett 
University have been unable to take place, 
something accepted by all the athletes but 
an understandable source of frustration 
nonetheless. Hurdling in your garden 
or finding a field  in which to throw a 
hammer has been no substitute, and all 
three (along with Amy’s younger sister 
and fellow hurdler, Hannah, and Jess’s 
younger brother and thrower, Ed) will be 
eagerly looking forward to the resumption 
of training and coaching later this year. 

Athletes who have moved up an age 
category are often best placed for success, 
and this looked the case for the club’s 
promising Under 15 Boys. Coached by 
the tireless Mike Bateman, one of the 
strongest squads the club has had for 
a while had seen early success in 2020, 
with a team bronze at the Northern Cross 
Country Championships at Bedale. Well 
placed for national recognition last year 
both over the country and in relays, 
they will now have to wait a little longer 
to reap the fruits of their hard work. 

The U15’s boys’ squad
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Thankfully time, camaraderie and a great 
work ethic are all on their side. 

Missing out on a chance to be near the top 
nationally hasn’t only affected the young, 
of course. Leading Over 65 veteran and 
Loansdean resident Gavin Bayne is still 
training twice most days of the week and 
clocking up to 70 miles a week. Gavin had 
been due to collect an England Masters 
vest having been selected for the half-
marathon team in Bournemouth last 
year – where BBC newsreader Sophie 
Raworth, no less, was due to be one of his 
team-mates! With the event postponed 
till the Autumn, Gavin will be hoping he 
can maintain his form till then. Last year 
his efforts were very much focussed on 
shorter distances, where his times for 
the mile (5 minutes 51 seconds) and the 
3000m (11m 6s) placed him fourth in the 
UK rankings for his age group.

With the easing of some restrictions in 
the Summer, the club was able to host five 
competitions at the Morpeth track, four of 
these on behalf of the North East Counties 
Athletics Association. All held under the 
Covid Secure Guidance of the governing 
body of the sport, England Athletics, the 
meetings offered the opportunity for a 
range of seeded events to take place and 
did offer a way forward, with limited 
spectators and careful hygiene practices. 
Among the highlights were longstanding 
North East fixtures the Stan Long Mile and 

the Jimmy Hedley Cup over 800m, held 
in memory of the two legendary coaches 
of Brendan Foster and Steve Cram. 
Promising Under 17 Gateshead Harrier 
David Race won the mile, with Morpeth’s 
Ali Douglas taking the shorter race. 

Pentathlete Ross Charlton meanwhile 
embarked on the prestigious Modern 
Pentathlon course at Bath University  
in September. Already a winner of the 
UIPM Under 19 World Championships 
at Budapest in 2019, Ross is keenly 
developing further his skills over  
the five demanding disciplines 
(swimming, fencing, horse-riding, 
shooting and running). 

Triathlete Dan Dixon has been a Harrrier 
from a young age and has continued to 
make great progress having been part of 
the British Triathlon Elite Junior squad 
since the age of 15. Now a full time 
triathlete, he was able to race in both 
Poland and Nottingham, where he was at 
last able to compete with Senior athletes 
having obtained his own pro licence. 
He even celebrated his 18th birthday 
by completing 18 hours on the turbo 
trainer at home, and in the process raised 
over £5,000 for the NHS. At the end of 
February, Dan was awarded the Sir John 
Hanson Scholarship by Team England to 
help support him in his progress towards 
hopefully the 2022 Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham.  

Perhaps the most remarkable 
achievement of the year, however, was 
the 100 miles run by Army Nurse Lorna 
Macdonald. Signing up online for a 
Centurion Challenge (100 miles in a week), 
Lorna chose instead to run her 100 miles 
over one 24 hour period. Starting on a  
November mid-morning round Coopies 
Lane Industrial Estate, she moved on to 
Lancaster Park and then circuits along the 
river and through town. 

With only brief pauses for a change of 
clothes and refreshment, she powered 
on through the small hours, finally 
completing her 100 miles in a time of 
20 hours and 28 minutes, describing it 
understandably as ‘the hardest thing I 
have ever had to do.’ In all she calculated 
she had taken 173,058 steps, burnt 12,367 
calories, and averaged  just over ten 
minutes  per mile, raising in the process 
nearly £2000 for St. Oswald’s Hospice, an 
incredible feat. 

Although longstanding local fixtures such 
as the Good Friday Relays and the Blaydon 
Race have already been cancelled for 
2021, the route out of lockdown has been 
hopefully laid out over the forthcoming 
months. Training should be able to 
resume in the Spring, and the club looks 
forward eagerly to seeing its blue and 
white vests once more in the thick of 
competitive action.

Morpeth Harriers

(Left to right)  Amy Lott, Ali Douglas and Lorna Macdonald
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Founded in 2001 by Keith 
Peters, The Jewellers Guild 
began as a small family 
business operating out of 
Morpeth’s ‘old’ Sanderson 
Arcade. Fast forward some 20 
years and Keith has passed the 
reigns to his two sons Matthew 
and Mark Peters.

Along with the business, Keith 
has imparted a wealth of 
knowledge and a committed 
team putting his two sons in 
good stead for their ambitious 
plans, the first of which begins 
later this year in Cramlington.  
Along with a shop make-over, 
the Cramlington store will 
also be home to their second 
jewellery workshop.

As Matthew commented: 
“We have spent our time 
during lockdown looking for 
opportunities to re-invest in 
our business.

“One of the areas we have 
focussed on is developing our 
Unique Selling Point which is 
bespoke jewellery and repair 
work. Fitting a workshop into 
our Cramlington store seems 
like a great place to start, for 
us and our customers.”

Not only will the new 
workshop allow customers to 
see bespoke jewellery being 
hand-made in the traditional 
way, it will also be offering 
them several same-day repair 
services including cleaning, 
polishing, re-plating, selected 
jewellery and watch repairs, 
replacement watch batteries 
and strap alterations.

With a winning formula 
behind them, the pair have 

also expressed their intentions 
to expand the business, 
opening further retail stores 
within the North East as well 
an on-line shop capacity in the 
near future.

Matthew added: “Our 
professional team working 
within our two stores is the 
key to our success so far. If 
we can repeat this by putting 
the right team together in 
the right location, there is 
no doubt in my mind our 
business will continue  
to thrive.”

The impact of Covid-19 and 
the subsequent lockdowns 
have seen many high street 
stores close, with some 
never to re-open and other 
under continuing financial 
pressure.  With the easing 
of lockdown measures there 
seems a glimmer of hope for 
the remaining local businesses 
as shoppers look forward to 
being able to browse and buy 
for the first time this year.

On the subject of the impact of 
lockdown on retailers, Mark 
commented: “Lockdown has in 
some cases caused irreparable 
damage to areas of the retail 
sector. However, the free time 
during this period has allowed 
us the opportunity to plan 
better for our future, ensuring 
we re-open our doors in  
good shape.”

Undeterred by the impact 
of the national lockdown 
and with a number of plans 
in place, the future for the 
team at The Jewellers Guild 
certainly looks exciting.

From father to sons with  
plans for an exciting future

Morpeth-based The Jewellers Guild enters 
a new chapter as the family business is 
passed over to two North East brothers 
with plans for gradual expansion.

Matthew Peters and goldsmith Mark Mabbett in the Morpeth store workshop

Sanderson Arcade, Morpeth 01670 518000

Manor Walks Shopping Centre, Cramlington 01670 712277
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A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

The value  
of advice  

  You work hard to support your family 
 and enjoy life – so why not seek  

expert advice to ensure your wealth  
is being managed effectively?

Life is busy – often complicated. 
Families become fragmented; 
demands on our time increase. 
You’d think that advances in 

technology, communications and media 
would make life easier, but that’s not 
always the case – it can just increase 
the noise and confusion as ‘information 
overload’ leaves us unsure about which 
way to turn.   

We rely on experts to help us or point us in 
the right direction: if our car breaks down, 
we see a mechanic; if we get toothache, 
we visit the dentist; if our body hurts, we 
consult a doctor. The same should also 
be true of our finances. Why wouldn’t we 
seek the advice of experts to ensure that 
it’s being managed at the most effective 
time and in the most effective way?

Changes in legislation  
and tax regimes, coupled  
with increased choices in 

financial products, all need 
expert knowledge

Our advice proposition centres around 
you – a relationship-based, long-term 
approach focusing on understanding 
your motivations, needs and aspirations. 
Only then can we recommend products 
and investments that work in synergy 

with each other and match your attitude 
to risk.

But of course, ‘the value of advice’ can be 
subjective and mean different things to 
different people. For some, ‘value’ can be 
found in the relinquishing of the burden 
and worry; for others, it’s knowing that 
their investments are being professionally 
managed and working towards achieving 
their goals. 

However you define ‘value’, you can rest 
assured that we’re here to support and 
guide you on every step of your financial 
journey. At St. James’s Place, we focus 
on achieving and maintaining a thorough 
understanding of your financial needs and 
aspirations. We believe passionately that 
the best wealth management service is 
provided through personalised, face-to-
face advice.

We offer investments, with opportunities 
to grow your wealth and protect it 
against inflation, and a broad range  
of funds to choose from to help you  
build an appropriate portfolio.  
Regardless of your life stage, it’s also 
important to receive the right advice 
on your pension requirements. We can 
help you make the most of retirement 
opportunities, whether you’re an 
individual or a business. 

We also specialise in providing effective 
solutions to meet your insurance and 
protection needs. Whether you require 
life cover or advice on Inheritance Tax, 
St. James’s Place will offer you the right 
products and services to suit you and 
your family.

Whether you are remortgaging, downsizing, 
or a first-time buyer, St. James’s Place 
can offer advice on a wide range of 
mortgages. We also have access to a 
range of banking solutions. 

We will take the time to 
discuss your finances and find 
ways of making your money 

work harder for you

Your home may be repossessed if you do 
not keep up repayments on your mortgage. 

The value of an investment with  
St. James’s Place will be directly linked 
to the performance of the funds selected 
and the value may fall as well as rise. 
You may get back less than the amount 
invested. 

The levels and bases of taxation, and 
reliefs from taxation, can change at any 
time and are generally dependent on 
individual circumstances.

SJP12236a V1 A4 Value of advice - Practice.indd   1SJP12236a V1 A4 Value of advice - Practice.indd   1 19/07/2020   23:0419/07/2020   23:04
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The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

TOWN CRYER!

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ 
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk 

It’s been business  
if not quite as usual 
during the pandemic
After the gradual revival over  
the summer Morpeth has  
been locked down again by 
regional restrictions followed  
in the New Year by the third  
national lockdown.

However, the overwhelming success of the 
vaccine programme holds out significant 
hope that the easing will begin again and 
this time it might be permanent.

Despite the lockdown restrictions, the  
Town Council has continued to operate, 
meeting regularly by video-conference  
and supervising the maintenance of  
Council services.

Notable achievements during this difficult 
period have been the completion of the 

substantial renovation work at the St James’ 
Community Centre in Wellway, while at 
Carlisle Park the re-vamped Pavilion and 
café is completed and eager to open.

I have to congratulate and celebrate the 

hard work of the Town Council staff both 
in the Town Hall and out-and-about in the 
community, for achieving and completing 
these major projects on budget despite  
the restrictions.

So, I am definitely looking forward to the 
formal opening of these new facilities which 
will be wonderful new community spaces  
in Morpeth.

I am also looking forward to being able 
to organise some events to raise further 
funds for my chosen charity Contact Mental 
Health, as soon as restrictions permit and 
I would like to thank all those who have 
contributed so far for their valuable support.

Councillor David Bawn 
Mayor of Morpeth

Town Cryer

Mayor-making in May
The customary Mayor-making ceremony will take 
place at 6pm on Wednesday May 12th as part of the 
Annual Meeting of Morpeth Town Council.

Due to current restrictions the meeting may need to be held 
virtually and – if that is the case – a link will be publicised nearer 

the time to allow people to watch the ceremony.

As usual, there will be a speech by the outgoing Mayor which will 
include a run-down of his fund-raising activities during the year, 
as well as a welcome to the newly elected Mayor.

Members of the public are invited to attend.
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Major facelifts for two 
community facilities
Over the past few months work has been underway to improve the facilities at the Pavilion 
in Carlisle Park and the St James’ Community Centre in Wellway.  Both will be opened to the 
public as soon as current covid restrictions are eased.

Carlisle Park Pavilion

The Bowling Pavilion in Carlisle 
Park was severely under-
utilised – the only regular 
visitors were members of the 
bowling club and then just 
for a limited time during the 
summer months.

The building was dated and required 
significant refurbishment to bring it up to 
modern-day standards, all of which was 
highlighted by Castle Morpeth Borough 
Council through its Castles, Woods and 
Water report of 2004, which outlined the 
fact that the facilities needed significant 
investment – and that was 17 years ago!

Morpeth Town Council’s ambition was 
to have the building remodelled and 
extended to make the most of its riverside 
views, as well as incorporating a café 
which would be open all year round. A 
separate meeting room has been retained 

to be used for a number of different 
activities and be available for hire to 
generate income to sustain the building.

The plans also included upgrading the 
external area to make the most of under-
used space, which involved extending 
the cafe outside so that families as well 
as dog walkers can enjoy the facilities 
all the year round.  The Council’s 
planning application for the proposed 
redevelopment work was approved in 
February 2020, allowing work to begin 
at the Pavilion following the completion 
of improvement works at the St James’ 
Community Centre in Wellway.

The work in the Park has been extensive 
and has included fitting the Pavilion with 
a new roof; installing a heating system 
and electrics; extending the building to 
include the café and external dining area; 
re-designing and extending changing and 
toilet facilities; and adding a much-needed 
office and storage space.

The courts to the side of the Pavilion will 
also be used as a multi-use games’ area 
with two courts being available for hire 
for a range of activities.  While the courts 
have not yet been marked especially for 
any sport, the Council says it welcomes 
ideas for consideration.  The courts will 
be floodlit so they can be used well into 
the evening.

The final touches will be added over  
the coming weeks and the building 
opened as soon as Government covid 
restrictions allow.

An application for an alcohol licence 
for the café has been submitted to 
Northumberland County Council and is 
currently under consideration.

All this has been made possible due to the 
covenant on the property being removed 
by the descendants of the Countess of 
Carlisle who generously gifted the park in 
1916 to the Borough of Morpeth.

St James’ Community Centre
The Centre in Wellway was 
also in need of substantial 
remedial building work to 
bring it up to standard so 
work commenced there in 
June of last year.

This included removing the stage and 
backstage storage area turning it into an 
additional meeting room and community 
space with inter-connecting doors which 
can be pulled back to create more space.

The Centre has been totally refurbished 
throughout with the installation of new 
heating and electrics; fitting a modern 
kitchen; while the building has been 
damp-proofed and insulated which  
will help to save energy and reduce 
running costs.

A new state-of-the-art sound and vision 
system has been installed to maximise 
the potential of the building for the whole 
community.  The work was completed last 
September and the initial feedback has 
been excellent.  At the moment, however, 
the Centre has to remain closed because of 
covid restrictions but as soon as these are 
eased the Council hopes to welcome back 
its regular users as well as welcoming 
new groups.

The Council is looking forward 
to both buildings being used to 
their full potential when covid 
restrictions are eased.  In the 
meantime, anyone with any 
enquiries about their use can 
contact the Town Council by 
telephoning (01670) 514314 or 
emailing info@morpeth-tc.gov.uk



Town Cryer

inside Morpeth   21

Work starts on new leisure centre
The start of work on Morpeth’s 
state-of-the-art new leisure 
centre has been welcomed 
by the Mayor of the town 
Councillor David Bawn.

Northumberland County Council is 
building the centre in Gas House  
Lane just off the town centre.

The centre which will be run by Active 
Northumberland, will have a six-lane 
swimming pool with viewing gallery, a 
learner pool, spa facilities, a four-court 
sports hall, a 1000-station fitness studio, 
a dedicated spinning studio, large fitness 
studios and a café and soft play area  
for children.

Crucially, a community services hub  
has been designed into the centre which 
will allow the town’s library to move  
back to its former base alongside a 
customer service centre and a new  
adult learning facility.

The new centre is expected to open to the 
public for the first time in 2023.

Construction work has necessitated the 
temporary closure of the Terrace car park 
at the end of Bridge Street and Dark Lane, 
however, Northumberland County  
Council has leased a site to provide a 
replacement long-stay car park in Gas 
House Lane to mitigate the loss of any 
town centre parking.

Morpeth Town Council has worked 
closely with the County to make sure the 
planned centre provides just the facilities 
local residents need and want for the 
future and Mayor Councillor David Bawn 
commented: “It is really exciting to see the 
works beginning and progressing.

“This is a major investment in the town 
and we will truly have a facility to be 
proud of when it is ready and open.

“I am especially pleased that the Centre 
will also accommodate a new library 
which will be twice the size of the current 
library location in Manchester Street.”

Green light for town centre car park
The development of a much-
needed new car park close to 
the town centre of Morpeth has 
been given the go-ahead.

With 142 spaces including eight disabled 
bays and six electric vehicle charging 
points, the car park will occupy the site 
of the former Goosehill School which 
moved to a new site at Loansdean some 
18 months ago.

The new car park will cost £1.7m.  
The 100-year-old school buildings were 
demolished last year in time for planning 
approval to be given.

Councillor David Bawn, Mayor of 

Morpeth, welcomed the news that 
planning approval has been given for the 
car park.

An independent parking study carried out 
for Northumberland County Council four 
years ago, had concluded that around 150 
vehicle spaces were needed to meet the 
demand from motorists driving into the 
town centre.

“Car parking in Morpeth has always 
been a tricky issue,” he said.  “Morpeth 
is essentially a medieval town and the 
geography of the town centre has made it 
difficult to provide much-needed spaces 
for those who visit, work and shop here.

“I am so pleased that the Council has  
used the opportunity of the relocation  
of Goosehill School to address this 
pressing need.”

Artist impression of the new leisure centre in Morpeth

The site of the new car park in Castle Square
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Full Council
12 May 2021 
Mayor Making

Planning & Transport  
Committee
21 April 2021 
26 May 2021

Finance & General 
Purposes Committee
14 April 2021 
19 May 2021

Council Meeting Timetable - See noticeboards and website.

Meeting timetable for the period April to May 2021.  All meetings are currently being held by Zoom, a link to these meetings 
will be shared in  advance .  All Committee meetings begin at 6.30pm unless stated otherwise on the posters or website.

*  Draft schedule of meetings which only take place if necessary. Please check website for details. 

Local elections
On May 6th 2021 you will have the chance to 
vote for who you want as your Northumberland 
County Councillor as well as who you want to 
represent you as your Morpeth Town Councillor.

Northumberland County Council is divided into 66 electoral 
divisions and Morpeth has three – Morpeth North, Morpeth 
Kirkhill and Morpeth Stobhill.

Morpeth Town Council is also divided into three wards.  They are 
Morpeth North, Morpeth Kirkhill and Morpeth Stobhill wards.

Each Town Council ward has five elected Town Councillors to 
represent that part of the town.

Further information can be found on Northumberland County 
Council’s website.

Budget 2021/22

Expenditure Summary

  Management and Support 277,550

  Recreation and Leisure Services 318,601

  Environmental Services 34,900

  Cemeteries 0

  Tourism, Grants and Subsidies 61,140

  Other Services 31,600

Total Gross Expenditure 723,791

Income Summary

  Fees and Charges 48,500

  Council Tax 660,371

  From Balances 14,920

Total Income 723,791
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For a no obligation free 
estimate call us on 01670 516815

Come and visit our showroom at Unit 2a Pegswood 
Industrial Estate, Morpeth NE61 6HZ
OPEN: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9am - 5pm. 
 Thursday 9am - 7pm. Saturday 10am - 4pm

FREE ESTIMATES • EXCELLENT CUSTOMER CARE • COMPETITIVE PRICES

Working with owner Scott Bousfield 
are daughter Brooke, son Roan and James 
Pattison, providing top quality carpets and 
flooring to enhance any family home. 

Oh... and when you visit their Pegswood 
showroom be sure  to say hello to the family 
pet Wilfie!

A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES YOU 
CAN RELY ON



Cresswell
Pele Tower
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Yet it’s one that over the past year, has 
been approached with relish in the coastal 
village of Cresswell, by stonemason Sean 
King and his team of specialists from the 
Historic Property Restorations company.

In that time, they have turned what was 
a near ruin into a treasured relic of local 
history that later this year should be open 
to visitors for the very first time.

The work that is nearing completion 
at the 14th Century Grade II* Listed 
Cresswell Pele Tower also means that it 
will be removed from Historic England’s 
‘At Risk’ register of cherished old 
buildings deemed to be most in danger of 
being ‘lost’ to the nation and in real need 
of preserving for the future.

Between the mid-1300s to around the 
year 1600 the borderlands between 
England and Scotland were pretty lawless 
places.  Not only were the two countries 
constantly at war with one another, the 
area was the pillaging and looting hunting 
ground of notorious gangs of robbers 
and cattle rustlers known as the Border 
Reivers, who rampaged across land either 
side of the border from coast to coast.

To try to keep themselves, their 
belongings, livestock and villagers safe, 

local lairds and landowners resorted to 
building for themselves what were in 
essence miniature castles known as pele 
towers into which they could retreat when 
under siege. The windowless ground 
floors of the towers would generally be 
used for storage, with a kitchen, living 
quarters and sleeping accommodation 
above reached by a narrow and steep 
stone staircase that could be relatively 
safely defended. 

By the time the raids had become less 
frequent around the early 17th Century 
when James 1st succeeded to the throne 
and restored a relative peace to the 
area, many of the pele towers were 
converted into what would have been 
more comfortable living accommodation, 
sometimes with the addition of a manor 
or mansion house added on to the tower.

Around 70 pele towers are thought to 
have been built in Northumberland with 
perhaps as many again, springing up 
north of the border.  The Cresswell Pele 
Tower is believed to have been built in the 
late 1300s by the family who gave their 
name to the village.

In his newly published book ‘Cresswell 
Curiosities’ author, local resident and 
archaeologist Barry Mead writes: “We 

don’t know which member of the family 
built the tower but in 1380 John Cresswell 
was captured by the Scots and released 
following payment of a £40 ransom, so 
there is every reason to believe he would 
have built the tower to make sure he did 
not suffer the same fate again.”

Recent archaeological excavations 
discovered the foundations of a mid-12th 
Century building next to the tower which 
was probably the remains of an earlier 
Cresswell family home after they were 
first recorded as living in the village 
around the year 1191.

By 1749 William Cresswell had decided to 
turn the tower into a more comfortable 
home by building a mansion on to its 
north elevation. However, the Cresswells 
moved out of the mansion house just over 
20 years later after which time it was 
tenanted by several local families until its 
demolition in 1845, although the tower 
itself remained standing.

The family then lived in what would at 
the time, have been the quite palatial 
newly-built Cresswell Hall designed by 
London architect John Shaw who had 
been influenced by the style of Belsay Hall 
which he had visited a few years earlier.  
The foundation stone of Cresswell Hall 

Once again a tower of strength
Safeguarding the future of a centuries’ old reminder of a turbulent period in Northumberland’s 
bygone past at the same time as giving it a 21st Century new lease of life, isn’t the sort of job 
that comes around too often in anyone’s working life writes Ian Leech.

The future of Cresswell’s 14th Century Pele Tower has been safeguarded for many years to come.

Cresswell Hall
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Cresswell
Pele Tower

was laid in June 1821 and its construction 
was completed four years later.

The hall was the home for the next 100 
years of the Baker-Cresswell family, 
who had to add Baker to their doubled-
barrelled surname after the wife of 
John Cresswell inherited a fortune 
from her uncle John Baker.  In 1924 the 
Cresswell estate was sold and as part of 
the sale Northumberland County Council 
bought the hall with the intention of 
turning it into a hospital – a plan which 
never materialised.  Consequently, 
the magnificent Cresswell Hall was 
demolished in the 1930s.

During all this time Cresswell Pele  
Tower remained intact and indeed, an 
Ordnance Survey inspector reported in 
1954 that the structure was still roofed 
and in excellent repair. Six years later the 
roof had gone and the tower had been so 
badly vandalised it was placed on Historic 
England’s ‘At Risk’ register.

However, thanks to a successful fund-
raising campaign, money was secured 
to enable its restoration to go ahead.  
The campaign was originally started by 
Cresswell Parish Council before being 
taken on by a Cresswell Pele Tower 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
with invaluable support and assistance 
from Greater Morpeth Development  
Trust (GMDT).

Almost £800,000 was raised largely from 
the National Lottery’s Heritage Fund, 
but also from many individuals and 
organisations including Parkdean Resorts 
in whose grounds of its Cresswell Holiday 
Park, the tower stands.

“The Cresswell Pele Tower has been a delight to work on because we 
have safeguarded the future of a building that is so much part of the local 
heritage, and I know if our team come back in the future we will be so 
proud of what we have achieved there.”

Sean King, HPR site supervisor

Restoring the past for the future

The job of restoring the tower to its 
former glory, was awarded to the 
North Shields-based Historic Property 
Restoration Ltd (HPR), a company 
which GMDT had worked with a 
decade earlier on the conservation and 
refurbishment of Morpeth’s 300-year-
old Town Hall and its redevelopment 
as a modern civic hub at the same time 
as preserving its historic character 
and charm.  GMDT project managed 
that scheme in the same way as it has 
just led the recent revival of Morpeth’s 
Grade II Listed railway station and 
the conversion of its derelict offices 
into space for a new small business 
enterprise hub.

Formerly the direct labour arm of 
English Heritage, HPR specialises 
in restoring and conserving Listed 
Buildings, structures at World Heritage 
Sites, churches and cathedrals and 
scheduled ancient monuments, and a 
quick search of some of the projects 
it has been involved with, underlines 
what exalted company Cresswell Pele 
Tower finds itself in.  HPR’s portfolio of 
work reads like a ‘Who’s Who’ of some 
of the highest profile heritage sites in 
Britain!

For instance, the company has worked 
on three UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites – the Hadrian’s Wall frontier 
of the Roman Empire in Britain; the 
magnificent Durham Cathedral -  built 
over 900 years ago by the Normans 
- where it carried out extensive 
masonry repairs; and the ruins of  

the 12th Century Fountains Abbey in 
Yorkshire where HPR was engaged  
as the trusted contractor to undertake 
important conservation and 
restoration work.

HPR has also been engaged in 
significant conservation and 
restoration work at Alnwick Castle 
as well as at the Syon House London 
home of the Duke and Duchess of 
Northumberland; at Delaval Hall 
designed in the early 1700s by Sir John 
Vanbrugh (who was also responsible 
for the design of Morpeth Town Hall) 
which remains the largest single 
project undertaken in Britain by  
the National Trust; the Cathedral 
Church of St Nicholas in Newcastle; 
at Rievaulx Abbey in Yorkshire; and 
at Warwick Mill near Carlisle, which 
is mentioned in the Doomsday Book, 
where the company restored the  
fabric of the building as well as 
repairing its waterwheel and historic 
milling machinery.

Among many other projects listed 
by HPR are the full restoration of 
the Grace Darling monument in the 
churchyard of St Aidan’s Church at 
Bamburgh; the 1719 Holy Trinity 
Church in Sunderland; the main wagon 
shop at the Bowes Railway Museum in 
County Durham which celebrates the 
opening of the line in 1826 by George 
Stephenson; Cragside House Clock 
Tower; and Hexham’s Old Gaol and 
Moot Hall, to name but a few.

Inside the splendidly restored main room of the tower View from the rooftop looking over Cresswell Village towards Druridge Bay



Yoga Den
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Ease in to the new 
normal at Yoga Den

By Christina Harley

Yoga Den, the first Yoga studio in Morpeth 
opened in January 2019, and never in my 
wildest dreams did I think fast forwarding  
two years would see my studio dream 
closed for nine months. 

26   inside Morpeth
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We have all had a tough time over the past 
year, and small businesses in Morpeth 
have really stuck together and supported 
one another. I am so grateful to say that 
Yoga Den will be up and running again 
from May, and we are so looking forward 
to welcoming you all back. 

One of the greatest gifts at Yoga Den 
during lockdown, was the sense of 
community. We ran a live online 
timetable, an on-demand platform to 
provide a sense of normality whilst being 
stuck at home. The Yoga Den teaching 
team and I are so thankful that we were 
able to play a small role in maintaining 
physical and mental well-being for so 
many of you.

If you have read this far, I guess you are 
intrigued? Yoga is about so much more 
than getting in the right pose or burning 
some calories. At Yoga Den we pride 
ourselves in the sense of community, trust 
and friendship that has been built over 
the last couple of years. Whether you are 
a beginner or an advanced yogi, you are 
welcome through our doors. If you have 
an existing injury, suffering with poor 
mental health or just fancy some extra 
‘me time’ we offer a selection of private 
tuition options as well as specialist yoga 

classes including chair yoga, restorative 
yoga, and meditation. The teaching 
team and I are always on hand for 
questions and can assist and support you 
throughout. The class timetable is colour 
coded, green for beginners and red for 
advanced, so be sure to check those out  
or give us a call before booking your  
first class. 

So, what are the benefits of practising 
Yoga at Yoga Den? Firstly, we are 100 
per cent inclusive. Everyone is welcome. 
Don’t worry if you can’t touch your toes, 
you don’t need to be able to do that. 
We also welcome all ages and genders 
from 16 years up. Secondly, Yoga has 
many health benefits from increased 
flexibility, improved strength, balance 
and posture to boosting the metabolism, 
aiding pain relief, managing stress and 
increased relaxation. Yoga is not always 
physical, some of our classes are breath 
or meditation based, which focus more on 
lowering poor mental health symptoms 
such as anxiety, stress and depression. 
Thirdly, one of our core values is to 
ensure that Yoga is accessible for all, no 
matter what your circumstances. We offer 
pay as you go, class pass and unlimited 
membership options. Lastly, I might be 

biased but the teaching team is amazing. 
Emily, Kerry and Marta are all registered 
Yoga teachers, and have specialist areas 
in which they teach. Marta will also be 
teaching pregnancy, post-natal and mum 
and baby yoga classes from May. Danielle 
is our resident Pilates teacher, and I am 
an advanced registered yoga teacher 
and have specialist qualifications in yoga 
therapy and injury prevention. We are all 
fully licensed, insured, and are accredited 
through Yoga Alliance, and are always up 
to date with CPD. 

From April we will be teaching outdoor 
yoga classes in the garden of St James’ 
Church. Places are limited, but outdoor 
yoga is great place to begin when you’re 
new to yoga.

From 17th May, we will finally be able to 
open our studio doors, and welcome you 
all. We have a fantastic new timetable 
with over 25 weekly classes, workshops 
and courses to get involved in. 

Look out for my new column starting in 
the next edition of Inside Morpeth, where 
I’ll be talking all things well-being with 
tips on staying healthy this summer.

Looking forward to seeing you 
on the mat!! 

Yoga Den

To find out more please visit www.christieharleyyoga.com  
Follow us on Instagram @yogaden_morpeth or facebook @christieharleyyoga

ADVERTISING FEATURE

A class in session at Yoga Den
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Altoria

Construction is well-underway at Ridge 
Grove to provide much needed one-storey 
living. All eight bungalows comprise 
of three-bedrooms, bespoke kitchen, 
luxurious bathroom and ensuite and 
integrated double garage. Dressing  
rooms and home offices are available  
on selected plots.

Altoria Development is a local family run 
business of husband and wife team, Alan 
and Victoria Fleming. They spotted a gap 
in the market for bungalows back in 2016 
and have completed various bungalow 
developments in both Stannington and 
most recently in Blyth.

They say that what sets them apart 
from other developers is the ability to 
allow each buyer to choose most of the 
internal fittings and would describe their 
service as ‘as close to a self-build without 

the responsibility.’ It was testament 
to their product when their previous 
bungalow development at Furrow 
Grove, Stannington of fourteen detached 
bungalows all sold off-plan.

Victoria explained; “Ridge Grove is the 
sister-site to Furrow Grove.  All eight 
bungalows comprise of underfloor 
heating throughout, a choice of quartz 
worktops, kitchen cabinetry and NEFF 
kitchen appliances included.  Villeroy 
and Boch bathroom and ensuite furniture 
with a range of Porcelanosa tiling.  
Flooring is included throughout along 
with a Farrow and Ball colour scheme. 
The whole development has the benefit of 
Full Fibre broadband.”

Alan said; “We are creating lifelong single-
story homes that are easily adaptable for 
families’ future requirements.  We have 
found that there is a huge demand for 
bungalows which do not compromise 
on overall space both internally and 
externally.  This demand for single story 
accommodation is only set to increase 
and we hope to be providing a small part 
of the solution over the coming years in 
Northumberland to what is becoming a 
much bigger issue nationally.” Altoria 
Development have adapted many of their 
bungalows to suit individual needs.

Stannington is now becoming a vibrant 
community, supporting the local 
businesses and services such as the 

Moorhouse Farm Shop, garage and 
convenience store and a restaurant. 
Ridge Grove is located with good access 
to the A1 north and south, Morpeth, 
Cramlington and Newcastle itself along 
with the International Airport.

All the lucky new homeowners will find 
a hamper from the Moorhouse Farm 
Shop awaiting them on handover day as a 
welcome introduction to their local shop.   

Altoria Development released the initial 
four bungalows at Ridge Grove which 
have now all sold or are reserved with 
completions due from April onwards. The 
remaining four bungalows are available 
from £495,000.

To arrange a site viewing please contact 
Victoria on 01670 432603 or to request 
further sales literature please email  
info@altoriadevelopment.co.uk

Private gated bungalow 
development in Stannington

Local developer, 
Altoria Development, 
continue to expand 
their bungalow 
portfolio with a private 
gated development in 
Stannington consisting 
of eight detached luxury 
bungalows.

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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WE’RE OPEN. THERE’S A FORD MODEL AND TEST DRIVE WAITING FOR YOU.

We are a credit broker and not a lender. Finance is subject to status and finance company acceptance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders and their finance 
products. We will typically receive a commission from the lender, as either a fixed fee or a fixed percentage on the amount you borrow. The commission we earn does not change 
by the type of finance, or the lender we introduce you to. A guarantee may be required. The finance rate will vary dependent of customer personal circumstances for in dealership 
purchases. Available for new vehicles contracted by 30th June, 2021 and registered by 30th September, 2021. Retail only. Finance subject to status. °Fees include £10 finance facility 
fee, £10 purchase fee. *Excludes Fiesta ST, EcoSport, New Puma ST, Focus Style, Focus ST, Mustang and All-New Mustang Mach-E. ^ 3 months deferred payment only applies when 
you finance your new Ford Car on Ford Options. Focus Style and the All-New Mustang Mach-E are excluded. ~ £1,000 Upgrade Saving off a selected new Ford Car. You do not need 
to part exchange your vehicle. Your current vehicle must be [1] a Ford vehicle that’s over 4 years old from date of first registration or [2] a non-Ford vehicle of any age which you must 
have owned for a minimum of 4 months or [3] a used Ford vehicle which you must have owned for a minimum of 4 months. Eligible retail customers only. Excludes all Style, Trend, 
Zetec and Zetec Edition derivatives; All-New Kuga Titanium PHEV and All-New Mustang Mach-E. Unless otherwise stated, metallic paint at extra cost. Library images for illustration 
purposes only. Bristol Street Motors Ford is a trading name of Bristol Street First Investments Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Company 
registration number 00251237. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km): Ford Fiesta 1.0 Ecoboost Hybrid mHEV 125 Titanium 5dr combined 52.3 (4.49). Ford Puma 1.0 Ecoboost Hybrid mHEV 
ST-Line X 5dr combined 51.4 (4.57). Official CO2 emissions 128/km. The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and Regulation 
692/2008), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience.

Ford Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JW
CALL 0330 096 0795    bristolstreet.co.uk/ford

OPEN ROAD CALLS

REPRESENTATIVE FINANCE EXAMPLE: FORD PUMA 1.0 ECOBOOST HYBRID mHEV ST-LINE X 5DR

BASED ON 6,000 MILES PER ANNUM. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGED AT 6P PER MILE.

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 38  MONTHLY PAYMENTS CASH PRICE AMOUNT OF CREDIT OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT

£289 £289 £21,070 £20,781 £10,995
FEES TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE TERM OF AGREEMENT FIXED RATE OF INTEREST REPRESENTATIVE APR (FIXED)

£20° £22,287 39 Months 1.82% 2.4%

1.0 ECOBOOST HYBRID mHEV 
ST-LINE X 5DRPUMA1.0 ECOBOOST HYBRID mHEV

125 TITANIUM 5DRFIESTA
£239
PER MONTH

£239
DEPOSIT

1.2% APR £289
PER MONTH

£289
DEPOSIT

2.4% APR
REPRESENTATIVE
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Ken, who owns shops in three 
of Northumberland’s market 
towns, has been presented 
with Fujifilm’s ‘Business of the 
Year’ award by the company’s 
National Retail Account 
Manager Wendy Gray and 
National Sales Manager  
Paul Henry.

He had to beat off competition 
from nearly 200 independent 
photo stores to win the highly 
coveted award.

Stait Photo was established 
in 1953 by Ken’s father the 
indomitable Alfie Stait who 
became a household name 
in Morpeth photographing 
so many memorable events 
in and around the town.  
Even today, there will be 
hundreds of brides and 
grooms who have treasured 
family wedding albums 
photographed by  
Alfie Stait.

For many years the business 
was located in its shop at the 
very top of Morpeth’s Newgate 
Street before moving down 
town into the Market Place a 
number of years ago.

Ken now runs the business 
which he has expanded to 
include shops in Hexham and 
Alnwick, opening the latter 
last year during the covid 
lockdown.  They are now 
Northumberland’s premier 

one-stop photographic store 
across the county.

“We are delighted and 
honoured to have won this 
Fujifilm award,” he told  
Inside Morpeth.

“The new store joins our 
locations in county market 
towns which I firmly believe 
are going to enjoy a revival 
after covid lockdown 
restrictions are eased.” 

“People feel safer shopping 
locally and with a loyal 
community of shoppers I 
think independent businesses 
are going to prosper.”

The Stait Photo teams in 
the three towns are looking 
forward to welcoming back 
their customers and friends 
with a new loyalty scheme 
which gives rewards for  
every pound spent in store.  

As Ken added: “We are also 
rolling out a new bespoke 
framing service to compliment 
our ready-made frame 
selection.

“As well as our new services 
we can still do so many 
exciting things for customers 
with their images either using 
our in-store facilities or on-
line at staitphoto.co.uk”

Ken and his knowledgeable 
staff, work at the forefront 

of technology and are always 
looking for new ways for 
customers to share their prints 
and images taken on their 
cameras or smartphones, by 

using the in-store Stait Fuji 
kiosks to create their own 
photobooks, turn their prints 
into canvases or unique  
photo-gifts.

Ken scoops a national award

Welcome Back O�er 
HALF PRICE 

20X16 CANVAS 
ONLY 19.99

www.staitphoto.co.uk

4 Market Place, Morpeth, NE61 1HE
01670 512877

Local businessman Ken Stait been recognised by a ‘Blue Chip’ international photographic 
company through the presentation of their most prestigious award of 2020.

Stait  
Photography

Ken Stait pictured receiving his award from Fujifilm’s Paul Henry and Wendy Gray
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Home Instead

At the time of writing this 
article more than 30.4million 
people had received their  
first COVID jab and over 
3.5million their second in  
the UK. An AMAZING feat by  
all those involved.

Our own Morpeth GP Practices (all the 
staff and volunteers) have produced 
a fantastic team effort to coordinate 
the vaccination programme for our 
communities, helping to reduce the 
likelihood of transmission and of 
contracting  of COVID-19. Thank you!  

Betty Madderson, one of our clients - was 
very happy to get her second jab recently 
and says she feels so much safer now that 
the vaccines are being rolled out across 
the country. 

But Betty also said something to me that 
reflects her wisdom in the face of this 
nasty virus. 

She said: “You know, just because 
everyone has had the vaccine, it doesn’t 
mean we need to stop being careful. We 
must keep wearing masks and keep doing 
the social distancing. We can still catch 
the virus, so we need to stay vigilant!  
I’m still a little bit unhappy going into 
crowded places – I’m just worried, 
although I won’t mind so much if people 
carry on wearing masks.”

Wise advice.  

Please remember to keep safe, wear a 
mask, keep up with social distancing and 
maintain good hand hygiene washing 
hands regularly is so important to keep 
us safe.

On a lighter note I wanted to share a 
lovely picture of one of our clients, 
Dorothy Lunn who was happy to  
support our CAREGiver, Lesley Hunter 
who had baked some cupcakes for Comic 
Relief – well done to all involved in this 
great cause. 

Vaccines light the way to 
a brighter future, but let’s 
keep Betty’s advice in mind

Dorothy LunnBetty Madderson

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Writes Guy Kirk of Home Instead South East Northumberland
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L i ve  we l l , y o u r  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

Contact us on: 01670 208692 
homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated
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Aladdin’s Cave of a country superstore

If that sounds like a plan then the people 
to talk to are the experts at the Robson & 
Cowan Country Store. Established in 1922 
this country superstore store is a veritable 
Aladdin’s Cave stocked with literally 
something for everyone whether they are 
homeowners, gardeners, horse riders, 
farmers or just lovers of the countryside.

As a one-stop-shop it is unparalleled 
in its choice of garden machinery and 
chainsaws; everything for the garden; 
leading brand name kitchen electrical and 
‘white-goods’ appliances and televisions; 
classic country clothing; equestrian and 
farm supplies; washing powder to ironing 
boards; and pet food to power tools - in 
fact, all manner of essentials for the  
home and garden.

And with Spring upon us, gardening is 
very much at the forefront of everyone’s 
minds making Robson & Cowan a great 
place to visit.  

The store has a vast array of market-
leading Husqvarna, Honda, Stihl and 
Mountfield garden machinery on display 

alongside all the gardening essentials 
such as compost, decorative bark, fence 
paint, wheelbarrows, garden tools and 
much, much more.

One of the most exciting innovations in 
stock at the store’s garden machinery 
department is the Husqvarna 
Automower®, the world leader in  
robotic mowing.  Robson & Cowan  
have been supplying and installing the  
Automower® for a number of years so 
can confidently advise which model is 
right for which garden.  

For gardeners looking to unlock the 
 time normally spent cutting grass, this 
robotic mower will keep a lawn in perfect  
shape, quietly and effortlessly whatever 
the weather.

The various models for different sizes of 
lawns, are all reliable and safe; need no 
petrol or oil; will avoid obstacles in their 
path; and even find their own way back to 
their charging stations!

The Robson & Cowan superstore is well 
worth a visit at Scots Gap just west of 
Morpeth on the way to Wallington Hall.

Imagine never having to cut the lawn again!  No more trundling up and down, back and forth 
trying to recreate that Wimbledon look in the back garden.

Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205 

Robotic Mower, Garden Machinery & Chainsaw Specialists 

www.robsonandcowan.co.uk 

Imagine never having to cut your lawn again… 

Husqvarna Automower®  

Robotic Mowing Perfection 
• Cuts all types of lawns, leaving a carpet like look and minimises moss • Manages steep slopes and passages  

• Works day and night, rain or shine, giving great results whatever the weather 
• No noise, ideal for night time operation or noise sensitive areas • Frees up valuable time 

Robson & Cowan
ADVERTISING FEATURE
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For more than 36 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and 
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order

with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared.

Indian Takeaway

Established 1983

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

For the safety of customers 
and sta� only three people 

allowed in the shop at a time.

�����������������������������
������������������������

Abdul Muhit & Sta�
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It is great to see Morpeth 
returning to some form of 
normal once again. As we 
reopen the store, the priority 
for all our team remains 
keeping our colleagues and 
customers safe. 

The store is bursting with fantastic new 
season stock. Whether you are looking 
for something to freshen up your home or 
your wardrobe, then look no further than 
Rutherfords of Morpeth.

As coronavirus restrictions are eased, 

and family get-togethers are once again 
allowed, our cookshop department is  
the perfect place to give your kitchen a 
spring makeover. As well as stylish new 
crockery and accessories, you’ll find 
utensils, ovenware and pans to serve  
up a real treat.

With beautiful fragrances and skincare 
products in our cosmetics department, we 
have Estee Lauder, Clinique, Clarins and 
Benefit available, where friendly, helpful 
staff are happy to advise on all your 
skincare needs.

Looking to the future, we have some 

exciting plans to modernise the store, 
further adapt to changing shopping habits 
and safeguard the future of the store for 
generations to come.

Rutherfords has battled through 
challenging times during our 175 year 
history and coronavirus is no exception. 
We believe a thriving High Street is 
essential to the success of the town, the 
diverse range of independents in Morpeth 
is fantastic. I echo what I said last year as 
we emerged from lockdown; “We hope 
you continue to support local independent 
businesses like ours, because we need you 
now more than ever.”

Morpeth businesses do need your 
support  now more than ever before...

Rutherford & Co.

Chris Mitchell, Owner Rutherford & Co

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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My name is Carolyn Sawyer and three years ago I 
joined NFU Mutual Morpeth as a Customer Sales 
Executive having spent more than 30 years in the 
insurance industry, locally in Northumberland.

I specialise in advising commercial businesses on their 
insurance and risk requirements and over the past 
three years working at NFU Mutual Morpeth Agency 
I have insured such diverse risks as bakers, breweries, 
caterers, property owners, tradesmen, small fleets and 
builders’ merchants.

At NFU Mutual we provide a local service giving face-
to-face advice, personalised claims service and loyalty 
rewards for customers. Like all mutual companies, 
NFU Mutual is owned by its customers and, therefore 
we reward our loyal General Insurance (GI) customers 
through a Mutual Bonus which provides a saving on 
the renewal premium of your GI policy.

Appointments with customers are available to suit their 
requirements either face to face, at their place of work, 
at our local Morpeth office or via the telephone.

The NFU Mutual approach to customers is very much 
to provide a bespoke and personal service.

Our commitment to customers underpins everything 
that we do at NFU Mutual and we are extremely proud 
of the excellent level of service we provide and the 
long-term relationships we build with our customers.

This is what one of customers said about the service we 
provided for them:-

‘Carolyn at NFU Mutual did a fantastic job sorting out 
various insurance policies for our company and saving 
us considerable sums from what we have been paying 
in the past.

 
‘We have found everyone at NFU Mutual in Morpeth 
professional but most of all friendly and efficient, and 
we would not hesitate to recommend them to deal with 
any insurance requirements.’

If there are any businesses that would like to discuss 
our services, please telephone our Morpeth office on 
01670 511252 and ask for Carolyn and I will arrange 
an appointment to suit your individual needs.

LOCAL INSURANCE SERVICE  
THAT’S SECOND TO NONE

Promotional Feature

S E Rank & J E Watson is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
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Where will listening
take us next?

VERTU HONDA MORPETH
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
Call 01670 501444 or visit search Vertu Honda Morpeth

Model Shown: Jazz SR e:HEV 1.5 i-MMD e-CVT in Shining Grey Metallic at £21,195 On The Road (OTR), 20YM Civic SR 1.0 VTEC Turbo Manual in Rallye Red at £23,055 OTR and 21YM CR-V Hybrid SR 2.0 i-MMD 
2WD e-CVT in Cosmic Blue at £35,270. OTR may be subject to change due to actual or unexpected changes in tariffs, duties taxes or other costs which may affect importation or other costs of supply. Terms 
and Conditions: New retail Jazz, Civic (excluding Civic Type R) and CR-V Hybrid (excluding CR-V Hybrid Sport Line) orders from 01 April 2021 to 30 June 2021 and registered by 30 June 2021. Subject to model 
and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers (excluding Channel Islands) and are at the promoter’s absolute discretion. Not to be used along with any other offers currently available. *£500 
test drive incentive: Customer saving of £500 is applicable to all new retail Jazz, Civic (excluding Civic Type R), CR-V Hybrid and Honda e  models, £500 inc VAT will be applied to the retail invoice price. 5 years 
complimentary service package: This is applicable to all new retail Jazz, Civic (excluding Civic Type R), CR-V Hybrid (excluding Honda e) models ordered from 01 April 2021 to 30 June 2021 and registered by 30 
June 2021 It is only complimentary when your vehicle is financed through a Hire Purchase or Personal Contract Purchase agreement with Honda Finance Europe  with a minimum balance to finance of £5000.You 
can settle your finance agreement at any time, however you will need to make at least six regular monthly payments to ensure qualification for the 5 years complimentary service package. If you do not make six 
regular monthly payments, the 5 years complimentary service package will be cancelled. Visit Honda.co.uk/cars/campaigns/five-servicing for more information. 4.9% APR representative Honda Aspirations 
(PCP): Maximum customer deposit 30%. At the end of the agreement, there are three options: i) Retain: Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, ii) Return: Return the vehicle, or iii) Renew: Part exchange 
your Honda for a new one. You do not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced 
in accordance with the Honda service book and the maximum annual mileage has not been exceeded. Excess mileage charge includes VAT at current rate. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. 
Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All figures are correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. Honda Franchise Dealers are credit brokers, not lenders. As the 
dealer offers products from a limited number of carefully selected finance providers, they are not independent financial advisors. We may or may not make a payment and / or reward to the dealer if you enter 
into an agreement with us. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Plc. Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL. Honda Financial Services is a trading name of Honda Finance Europe Plc. A company 
registered at Companies House No 03289418. Honda Finance Europe plc is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541.

Fuel economy fi gures (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP)) for the Honda petrol and Hybrid range mpg (l/100km): Low 29.7mpg (9.5L/100km) to 
78.5mpg (3.6L/100km), Medium 37.2mpg (7.6L/100km) to 72.4mpg (3.9L/100km), High 40.4mpg (7.0L/100km) to 72.4mpg (3.9L/100km), Extra High 33.2mpg (8.5L/100km) 
to 47.9mpg (5.9L/100km), Combined 35.3mpg (8.0L/100km) to 61.4mpg (4.6L/100km). New European Driving Cycle (NEDC) equivalent Combined CO² emissions: 151g/
km to 104g/km. The fuel consumption you achieve under real life driving conditions and CO² produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories 
fi tted after registration, variations in driving styles, weather conditions and vehicle load. Figures stated are based on a standardised test cycle and may not refl ect 
real world driving, therefore they should be used for comparison purposes only. Customers should only compare vehicles tested to the same technical procedures.

A year of waiting told us
it’s time for something new. 

Book a test drive to get £500 off
and 5 years complimentary servicing

with 4.9% APR Representative*
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Between them the three dealerships  
offer local motorists an expansive choice 
of some of the most popular new cars on 
the road today as well as a selection of 
around 100 quality pre-owned vehicles  
to choose from.

Vertu Motors was originally formed in 
2006 to acquire and consolidate UK motor 
retail businesses. One of the group’s  
early acquisitions was Bristol Street 
Motors which over the past 100 years  
has become a household name in  
British motoring.

Since then Vertu Motors has steadily 
expanded its portfolio until it is now the 
fifth largest motor group in the country, 
with dealerships covering all the leading 
car manufacturers.

The group has operated Morpeth’s Bristol 
Street dealership since 2007, adding the 
Honda brand to the site in 2016 and then 
Hyundai last year.

Now as the site’s General Manager  
Billy Taylor told Inside Morpeth, it is a 
one-stop-shop for all things Ford, Honda 
and Hyundai.  He is supported by Sales 
Managers Mark Spring (Honda) and 
Jamie Macleod (Ford and Hyundai) along 
with Business Manager Steve Pemberton 
plus dedicated sales’ teams and highly 
qualified technicians trained to the  
most exacting standards by the three 
different brands. 

The company’s motto is to ‘deliver an 
outstanding customer experience through 
honesty and trust’ and as Billy said, that is 
the driving force for all his sales staff and 
technicians right across the site.

“We are committed to ensuring that when 
every single customer drives away from 
our site, they are happy with whatever 
vehicle they have bought from us, or the 
level of after-sales service we have been 
able to deliver to them,” he said.

“Everyone who walks through the doors 
of our showrooms is treated as someone 
special, whether or not they end up 
buying a car from us.”

That’s an approach that has been 
delivered time and time again across  
the dealerships on the site. Take Honda, 
for instance.

As Mark Spring said it’s a sure sign that 
when customers are returning time and 
time again to buy a new Honda car, a 
trusted relationship has been established 
between them and his sales team, and it is 
working well.

“It is rewarding to know that customers 
– many of whom we now regard as 
friends who quite often just pop into our 
showroom for a coffee and a chat when 
they are passing – have the confidence 
and trust in us to know that we will look 
after them in the way they do,” he said.

Vertu  
Motors plc

A multi-franchise motoring super-site has been established in Morpeth by one of the country’s 
largest motor groups. Vertu Motors plc has brought together on one prominently located site 
on the edge of Coopies Lane, its Ford, Honda and Hyundai dealerships in the town.

Three-way split between a 
Morpeth motors’ supersite

General Manager Billy Taylor (centre) with Mark Spring (left) and Jamie Macleod
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All three dealerships have accreditations 
to show they have achieved an 
exceptionally high level of customer 
satisfaction whether that involves buying 
a new or pre-owned car, or having their 
vehicle serviced or MoT’d.

Of course, all the latest models of all  
three brands, can be purchased at the 
Morpeth site, including the increasingly 
popular electric or hybrid versions.

Between them they can supply everything 
from a city and town run-around to  
a spacious family hatchback or SUV,  
the most stylish of saloon cars or  
sporting models.

“We like to think between us we can cater 
for the needs of every motorist working 
within whatever budget they have,” said 
Jamie Macleod.

All three dealerships can also provide 
specialist advice to anyone qualifying for 

motability assistance with purchasing a 
vehicle to best suit their needs.

As well as the stock of pre-owned vehicles 
across the site, staff can also access 
thousands of other cars across the whole 
of the Vertu network around the country, 
if a customer spots a car that is exactly 
what they want.

Over the past 12 months staff at the 
dealerships have – like so very many 
other sectors of business – had to cope 
with the constrictions of Government 
rulings imposed because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

After being closed to the public for many 
weeks, the three dealership showrooms 
are now once again open for visits – all 
covid-safe, of course.

There are hand-sanisters everywhere; 
staff wear masks at all times when 
dealing with customers; social distancing 

rules are observed; and test drives can be 
taken but unaccompanied by sales staff.  
However, anyone wanting to test drive a 
vehicle must remember to take with them 
their current and valid UK driving licence!

“We have taken all the precautions we can 
to make sure that our showrooms are as 
safe as we can make them for people to 
visit,” said Billy Taylor.

“Like so many other retail sectors life 
has been challenging for us over the past 
few months, but we are now back up 
and running and ready to look after our 
customers again.”

To demonstrate just that and to show 
what the Coopies Lane site can offer  
local motorists, an Open Day at the site  
is being planned for Saturday May 8th,  
and Billy and all his staff will be on  
hand to give visitors the warmest of 
friendly welcomes.

Vertu  
Motors plc

Business Manager Steve Pemberton
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CO2 results for Hyundai All-New i20 1.0T GDi 48V MHD SE Connect 5dr: CO2 Emissions 115g/km. Combined 55mpg. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel 
consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of 
factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

We act as credit brokers and we are not a lender. Finance is subject to status and finance company acceptance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders and their finance 
products. We will typically receive a commission from the lender, as either a fixed fee or a fixed percentage on the amount you borrow. The commission we earn does not change by the type of 
finance, or the lender we introduce you to. A guarantee may be required. The finance rate will vary dependent of customer personal circumstances for in dealership purchases. Offer only available 
on limited stock. †Paid by Manufacturer. Terms and conditions apply. Unless otherwise stated, metallic paint at extra cost. For full details please visit the dealership. Information and offer correct at 
time of going to print. Image for illustration purposes only. Bristol Street Motors Hyundai is a trading name of Bristol Street Fourth Investments Limited (Company registration number 00522856) 
which also trades as Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Silverlink, and of Bristol Street First Investments Limited (Company registration number 00251237) which also trades as Bristol Street Motors 
Hyundai Morpeth. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Hyundai Silverlink
Middle Engine Lane, Silverlink Business Park,
Newcastle, Tyne & Wear, NE28 9NZ
0330 0960 866

Hyundai Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth,
Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0167 0601 006    

bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai

Hyundai All-New i20
1.0T GDi 48V MHD SE Connect 5dr

Hyundai Peterlee
3 Mill Hill, North West Industrial Estate, 
Peterlee, County Durham, SR8 2HR
0191 3573 580    

Ready to
impress.
The All-New i20, fully 
equipped with smart tech and 
£1,500 towards your deposit†

We’re open. There’s a Hyundai model and test drive waiting for you.

Based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charge 7.5 pence per mile

Customer Deposit

£226
48 Monthly Payments

£226
Finance Deposit Allowance†

£1,500
Cash Price

£17,534
Amount of Credit

£15,808
Fees

NIL
Optional Final Payment

£7,190
Total Amount Payable

£19,764
Duration of Agreement

49 Months
Fixed Rate of Interest

2.47%
Representative APR (Fixed)

4.8% APR

Representative Example:
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Exciting plans to enhance  
and upgrade Morpeth  
Golf Club are underway, 
with investment worth 
upwards of £1 million 
pounds. 
Extensive refurbishment of the clubhouse 
has already been completed, with a 
contemporary new bar and dining 
area being installed along with the 
introduction of a new locker room and 
upgraded shower facilities.

Club Management are also keen to 
enhance the dining experience and have 
announced designs for an eye-catching 
new seating area built on the first floor of 
the clubhouse, giving diners a birds eye 
view of the course and surrounding area.

Chairman Steve Jemmett commented: “We 
want to make sure the club is welcoming 
for everyone, not just golfers, and we’re 
keen to make the club an “evening 
destination” too. Customers tell us they 
love our food, especially our Sunday 
lunches, so we want to open up that 
experience to as many people as possible 
and create a welcoming environment  
for everyone.”

More than £100,000 worth of specialist 

new course machinery has also been 
brought in and extensive works on  
the course have already started.  
Course Manager John Scurfield and 
his team are busy developing a more 
competitive course layout alongside 
continued preparation work to ensure 
pristine surfaces.

“The investment from the club into the 
course is amazing! It’s great to see so 
much activity on the course, I feel these 
are very exciting times for the club,” said 

John. “We have embarked on a five year 
bunker development plan and we are 
currently changing the layout of our most 
challenging hole. The team can’t wait to 
see our customers benefit from all of the 
hard work that’s gone in over the last  
few months.”

The club is currently welcoming new 
members but with the investment in  
the club and course, places for the  
new season are expected to be snapped 
up quickly.

Investment worth £1m tee’d 
up for Morpeth Golf Club

Morpeth  
Golf Club

Adult Membership from £385

Contemporary Bar and Dining area 

Immaculate 18 hole course  
  Professional tuition available  

Changing and shower facilities

for more details.... 
Manager@morpethgolf.co.uk
www.morpethgolf.co.uk 
01670 504932

Monthly payment option

Junior Membership  £75

@morpethgolfclub  

Membership to suit all lifestyles 
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The past 12 months have been 
like no other this country – or 
indeed the rest of the world – 
have ever known before with 
the coronavirus pandemic 
literally sweeping through 
everyone’s lives.

Younger people may not have seen 
their health so badly affected as older 
generations, but the virus has still 
impacted severely upon their lives and 
schooling over the last year.

Thousands of days of schooling have 
been lost in nationwide lockdowns; 
pupils and students have had to adapt to 
home-learning routines with the family 
kitchen table often doubling as the new 
‘classroom’ desk;  Mums and Dads have 
had to take on whole new ‘careers’ as 
stand-in teachers; and youngsters have 
missed out on meeting their friends and 
classmates on the daily school runs, 
during breaks between lessons, as well as 
because of the curtailment and sport and 
after-school classes.

Schools, of course, are back up and 
running but one Morpeth-based 
educational establishment is ideally 
placed to offer young people of all ages, 
that extra little help as they resume  
their studies.

Maximize Education has been in business 
for more than 25 years delivering its own 
unique concept of one-to-one tuition 
with proven results that have helped 
so many pupils and students to achieve 

outstanding academic success.  In 2018 
the business went through a re-branding 
exercise to change its name to Maximize 
Education, becoming a regional and 
then a national brand, whilst retaining 
its founding connection to its Education 
Centre in Newgate Street.  

All its highly qualified educators have 
been selected for their academic 
excellence as well as their passion and 
enthusiasm for helping their students  
to learn.

Between them they cover an extensive 
range of study subjects from Key Stage 2 
through to ‘A’ Levels, teaching students 
through individual learning programmes 
whether they attend the centre in person 
or through on-line tutorials.

Each of the Maximize Education 
programmes follow national curriculum 
and examination board specifications 
across all subjects and age groups.

Parents and their children can select the 
frequency of study timetables; inter-
change subjects without booking more 
tutorial hours; and follow bespoke study 
packages for each student or pupil. 

Study takes place during term time but 
Maximize Education is also currently 
offering individual tuition during this 
summer’s break to enable students to 
review and consolidate their learning 
as well as building their confidence in 
preparation for the next academic year.

Parents can also be re-assured that the 
Newgate Street centre is as covid-19 safe 

as it can be made with individual tuition 
pods all two-metre spaced between  
tutors and students.  There are desk 
screens and hand-sanitising stations; 
all staff wear face masks; the pods 
are sanitised after each session; and 
timetables are staggered to cater for  
social distancing requirements.

What is also so important at Maximize 
Education is that students enjoy their 
learning experiences whether they at the 
centre or on-line, which is proven by the 
fact that so many have gained both the 
academic and personal confidence that 
has helped them attain their ambitions, 
academic and career goals.

As Christine Jamieson of Maximize 
Education says: “We know our approach 
to educating the young people we teach 
does work because so many of them 
have achieved amazing results and have 
gone on to enjoy outstanding careers in 
medicine, veterinary practice, the law and 
so many other professions.”

Her words are supported by ‘A’ Level 
student Andrea who commented: 
“Maximize Education helped me to 
understand the material and exceed 
my results,” while science student Jacob 
added: “They helped me to get into the 
university I wanted to go to.”

Free consultations to discuss how 
Maximize Education can aid its young 
students, can be arranged by calling  
07894 852929 or emailing 
maximizeducation@gmail.com

A little help along the 
road to academic success

Maximize  
Education

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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TUTORING
WITH PROVEN
RESULTS

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929
or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

32a Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
www.maximizeeducation.com

All GCSE & A-level subjects, including Maths,
English & Science

Entrance exams, SAT’s GCSE & A-Levels

Holiday tuition packages available
Use the summer break to review lockdown learning and
prepare for the next academic year 

GCSE & A-Levels 2021: Get tutorial support
to assist preparation for your teacher marked
assessments

SPECIAL 10% DISCOUNT TO INSIDE MORPETH READERS    PROMOTION CODE INSIDE21
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Carter-Smith 
Planning Consultants
’10 THINGS YOU CAN DO WITHOUT 
PLANNING PERMISSION’

Trawling through planning 
legislation can be an 
overwhelming experience, 
even for the planning 
professional. So, for 
someone who does not 
understand the ‘planning 
jungle’, it can seem quite a 
daunting experience. 

During ‘lock-down’ we have seen 
a significant rise in enquiries from 
home owners seeking to improve their 
properties, add extensions, and build 
home offices/outbuildings in their 
gardens.

Here at Carter-Smith it’s all about our 
reputation for customer service, so if you 
don’t need planning permission we will 
tell you. To help, we have put together 10 
of the most common planning queries 
that Carter-Smith has received from home 

owners in the past year, with a brief 
explanation on whether or not planning 
permission would be required.  

Garage Conversions

Converting an attached building, such 
an integral garage, into living space 
falls within permitted development, 
therefore as you are not increasing the 
overall footprint of the building you will 
not require planning permission. Please 
remember to check with your Building 

Carter-Smith
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Writes Tony Carter
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Carter-Smith

Control as you may need Building 
Regulations which is separate to  
planning permission.

Porches

As long as your new porch conforms 
with the following criteria, you won’t 
need planning permission. No part of the 
porch can be taller than 3m. It cannot be 
within 2m of any boundary adjacent to 
a highway. The ground area (measured 
externally) does not exceed 3m².

Single Storey Rear Extensions

As long as you stay within the following 
parameters, you can build a single-storey 
extension without needing planning 
permission. The extension does not 
sit forward of the principal elevation. 
Materials should be similar to the host 
dwelling. Where it is within 2m of any 
boundary, the eaves cannot be higher 
than 3m, and no more than 4m in height 
otherwise. No more than 4m in depth 
(detached house) or 3m in depth (semi-
detached or terrace).

Single Storey Side Extensions

The width of the extension must not 
be greater than half the width of the 
original dwelling. Side extensions are 
not permitted on Article 1(5) Land (e.g., 
AONB, Conservation Areas).

Two Storey Rear Extensions

It is quite feasible to add a two storey 
extension to your home under permitted 
development, so long as it is at the rear 
of the dwelling (this includes adding a 
second storey onto an existing single 
storey part of the house). Your two  
storey extension must not exceed 3m 
in depth or be within 7m of the rear 
boundary. Specific restrictions also  
apply to the glazed nature of windows  
in such extensions.

Loft Conversions

A loft conversion is a great way to add 
extra space and value to your home 
without the need for planning consent. 
While there are limitations on the 
cubic content allowed under permitted 
development, generally, up to 40m³ is fine. 
When it comes to additional headroom 
in the loft space, permitted development 
allows for the construction of dormer 
windows.  
But, they must not sit higher than the 
highest part of the existing roof, or  
extend forward of the roof plane on the 
principal elevation.

Shed, Garden Office  
or Outbuilding

There may be opportunity to build 
multiple outbuildings under permitted 
development, providing the total area 
covered by such buildings/enclosures 
does not exceed 50% of the total area of 
the curtilage. This 50% should take into 
account any extensions, but not the  
area covered by the main house. 
Outbuildings cannot sit forward of  
the principal elevation. 

There are height restrictions depending 
on the type of roof (4m for dual pitch 
roofs, 3m for other roofs, and 2.5m 
when the building is within 2m of the 
boundary). Outbuildings may only be 
single storey, with the maximum eaves 
height remaining at 2.5m. Outbuildings 
under permitted development cannot be 
used for residential accommodation, e.g. 
bedrooms or an annexe, but can be used 
to provide a place to work from home.

Decking

As long as the height falls below  
300mm, garden decking and other  
similar structures can be built without 
planning permission.

Driveways

This will depend on the classification of 
the road you are looking to create access 
from/to. Creating a new vehicular access 
onto an unclassified road can be done 
under permitted development, but you 
will need planning permission to create 
accesses onto classified roads. For a new 
access onto a classified road, you will 
need to ensure sufficient visibility when 
leaving the site, as well as enough turning 
space to allow you to enter and exit in a 
forward gear.

Walls and Fences

Permitted Development allows for the 
erection, construction, maintenance, 
improvement or alteration to a gate, 
fence, wall or other means of enclosure, 
providing such work would not exceed 1m 
when adjacent to a highway, the height 
would not exceed 2m for any other gate, 
fence etc. Please note, such development 
is not permitted under permitted 
development around a listed building.

Please note, these are general permitted 
development guidelines and there are  
a number of caveats and conditions  
that need to be adhered to for them to  
be permitted development. Not all  
homes will benefit from these rights 
therefore it is always best practice to 
speak to a professional to ensure your 
intended project meets permitted 
development criteria. 

Carter Smith provides a one-stop shop 
for all aspects of planning, from small-
scale householder extensions to complex 
planning applications and appeals. Our 
office is on the 1st Floor at Hepscott 
House, Coopie’s Lane, Morpeth NE61 6JT, 
with ample parking and within a 5-minute 
walk from Morpeth Train Station. Our 
email is tony@cartersmithplanning.com 
or I can be contacted on 07718 967722.

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
01670 512651

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

SERVICE
FROM

£95 INC VAT

MOT
ONLY

£35

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Discover an extensive range 
of beautiful bathrooms 

and stunning tiles locally!

A truly inspirational showroom for 
creating the perfect bathroom.

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Tel: 01670 522 066
www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk

38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome

ACTUAL INSTALLATION
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Local shepherdess Emma Gray, who hit the national 
newspaper headlines last year when she sold one of her 
Border collies for a record-breaking sum, was featured in the 
latest series of BBC2’s This Farming Life, which followed the 
fortunes of several farming families in Scotland and the north 
of England.

Emma, who has also made appearances 
on Countryfile and Robson Green’s 
Northumberland, was a natural in front of  
the camera, as was husband Ewan, while 
baby Len stole a few scenes himself. 

Some of you will have read Emma’s One  
Girl and Her Dogs (Sphere, 2012), telling how 
she took over the tenancy of Fallowlees, a 
National Trust farm on the edge of Harwood 
Forest, at the tender age of 23. Now a new 
book, My Farming Life, picks up where that 
one ended almost ten years ago. 

They are eventful years for Emma, now 35, 
who suffers one setback after another in  
both her personal and professional life.  
When she breaks her back in a quad bike 
accident, it feels like the last straw. The 
accident reinforces her vulnerability and 
isolation, and she can’t help wondering if 
she’ll ever meet Mr Right while living such  
a solitary lifestyle.   

When she hears on the grapevine about 
another farm, one less isolated and more 
fertile than Fallowlees, she wonders if it could 

be the answer to some of her problems.  
It is certainly too good an opportunity to 
ignore. Slowly she picks herself up, applies 
for the tenancy, and starts to make plans  
for the future. 

In the end Emma isn’t successful in her bid 
(no spoilers there!), but another opportunity 
arises, which softens the blow. And when 
she meets firefighter Ewan, it seems that life 
really has turned a corner. 

Emma has written My Farming Life with 
the help of local author Barbara Fox, who 
also worked with her on the previous one. 
Barbara, who has turned some of her own 
family’s stories into local bestsellers Bedpans 
& Bobby Socks, Is the Vicar in, Pet? and When 
the War Is Over, as well as editing Eve’s War, 
a set of wartime diaries, loved working  
with Emma. 

“Writing the book with her last year was a 
perfect project for lockdown. While I sat at 
my desk I was transported to Fallowlees and 
to my favourite county. I hope the book does 
the same for our readers,” said Barbara.

 
Emma Gray

One woman’s  
tales from  
her family farm

Emma Gray and husband Ewan have their hands full with their collie pups

Morpeth 
bowling 

Morpeth Bowls Club 
has opened its season 
in Carlisle Park with 
an invitation to new 
players to go and  
join them.

The club has access to the 
greens every day until around 
the end of September, and 
particularly welcome potential 
new players to give the game 
a go on Saturday morning 
sessions when qualified 
instructors will be on hand  
to help them see if they  
would like to join over four 
free sessions.

All new players will need is  
a pair of flat shoes!

Anyone interested can contact 
Bob Hill on 01670 515220 or 
bobandjacq@gmail.com or  
Janice Parks on 01670 512327 
or janiceparks@btinternet.com
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Spring is in the air and we’ve 
just made it through the 
toughest of times over the 
past few long winter months, 
writes our regular columnist 
Laura Anderson who runs her 
own hair and beauty salon in 
Morpeth which like so very 
many others is once again 
open for business.

So, what better time to take 
stock and treat yourself to a 

generous helping of pampering 
with a little help from our in-
house team of stylists.

We know just how to make you 
look and feel better as we get 
ready for what we all hope are 
brighter times ahead, starting 
with some wonderful new 
hairstyle ideas.

Everyone is looking for a spring 
in their step after the long Covid 
lockdown so lets start with...

 The Undercut

This is a fabulous way to reduce 
thickness and weight around 
your face.  Undercuts can suit 
and work for any age group and 
really help to re-invent a tired 
old, once-loved hair cut and 
transform in into a stylish  
new look.

 Collarbone Length

This is such a popular hair style 
which helps to thicken up hair 
by removing all wispy dry ends 
leaving the bottom looking 
fuller and more healthy.

 Short and Choppy

This style is gorgeous for 
framing your face. It’s a length 
that finishes at the jaw and 
really helps to define a nice  
jaw line or slightly lift it up. A 
messy side Parton lifts the hair 
up at the roots adding more 
volume, giving the appearance 
of fuller hair.

 Fringe

A terrific way to remove 
thickness out of your hair by 
taking some of the heaviness 
away from around your face.  
It is also good if your hair is 
feeling slightly thin around your 
hair line.  Cutting a fringe can 
disguise this and another added 
bonus, is that it can hide a few 
brow wrinkles.

Whatever style you choose like 
all stylists we are delighted to 
welcome back our clients and 
friends, to our salons. We’ve 
missed you all over the last  
few months!

Laura Anderson

Treat yourself to 
a stylish new look
at Laura Anderson Hair and Beauty

01670 516113
1A NEWGATE STREET, MORPETH

OPENING TIMES

TUE 9AM-5PM / WED 9AM-5PM / THU 9AM-7PM
FRI 9AM-6PM / SAT 9AM-4PM

H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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The Terrace @ Craik Park, Morpeth NE61 2YX 
Open for meals Friday 6pm - 9.30pm, Saturday 12noon - 9.30pm, Sunday 12noon till 4pm.  Open later for drinks only. 

Also a few headlines like Regular Live Music Events, Function Bookings Available, Dog Friendly Area, Fire Pits.

23/04/21 - Millennium Bug 90s and 00s
24/04/21 - Edd Carr

25/04/21 - Trevor from The Longsands
01/05/21 - Millennium Bug 90s and 00s

02/05/21 - Alpha November Duo
07/05/21 - Pek And Wanley

08/05/21 - Millennium Bug 90s and 00s 
09/05/21 - Paul Weller vs Bruce Springsteen Tributes 

14/05/21 - Ed Sheeran Trubte
16/05/21 - Rhys Breen Acoustic

21/05/21 - Oasis Hawaysis Unplugged
22/05/21 - Millennium Bug 90s and 00s

26/06/21 - Stone Roses Experience
09/07/21 - Oasisjam

24/07/21 - Abba Tribute
17/09/21 - PARTY IN THE PARK

25/09/21 - 900 the Tony Hawk Skate Band
02/10/21 - Oktoberfest

30/10/21 - Adults Halloween Party
31/10/21 - Kids Halloween Party

05/11/21 - REM Tribute by Stipe
13/11/21 - Britpop legends Space
20/11/21 - Loaded the 90s tribute
December - Christmas Parties

New years Day - Queen We are Champion 

Morpeth town AFC • CRAIK PARK • Morpeth • Tel: 07713 482 385
FOR booking information contact andrew holden 07837 197 757 - Email events@morpethtownafc.com 

The TERRACE IS MORPETH’s NEW Live Music Venue and Restaurant
Avaiable for weddings and party bookings

/TheTerraceatMorpeth

2021 events2021 events


