
 

   
 

To: ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
You are summoned to attend the Full Council meeting to be held via Zoom at 6:30pm on 
Wednesday 20th January 2021, using the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87268642296?pwd=U2hMLzVOU1pZMVg2NHhDMGRJNFZ
Udz09 
 
Meeting ID: 872 6864 2296 
Passcode: 344712  
 
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below. 

 
Mrs Tracey Bell 
Clerk to Morpeth Town Council 

15th January 2021 

OPEN SESSION 
 

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to or draw relevant 
matters to the attention of the Council, prior to commencement of business. This is for a 
period of 20 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements 
 

• Usual rules about recordings apply. 

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply. 
 

2. Mayoral Announcements 
 

• All mayoral activities have been suspended due to the new government 
restrictions. 

 
3. Apologies for Absence 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87268642296?pwd=U2hMLzVOU1pZMVg2NHhDMGRJNFZUdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87268642296?pwd=U2hMLzVOU1pZMVg2NHhDMGRJNFZUdz09


 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
4. Declarations of Interest 

 
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for 
matters set out within this agenda.  

 
5. Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held on Wednesday 25th November 2020 

 
To approve the minutes of the above meeting, see appendix A. 

 
6. Matters Arising from previous committee meetings 

 
There are no matters arising on this occasion.  

 
7. Items Referred from Other Committees and Working Groups 
 

Finance & General Purposes  
  
i. Budget 2021/22  

 
Resolution:  
  
i. To Approve the Draft Budget for 2021/22 as recommended by the Finance 

and General Purposes Committee, see appendix B, and to   
 

ii. Formulate a Resolution to levy a Precept to Northumberland County Council, 
for the Financial Year 2021/22. 

 
8. Boundary Review Update 
 

Members are provided for information with an update regarding the above review, 
see appendix C. 

 
9. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
 

Reports are attached, see appendix D. 
 

10. Strategic County Councillor Updates 
 

Members are provided for information with the County Councillor updates, see 
appendix E. 

 
11. Local Council Issues 

 
Members are asked to consider any issues to be brought to the attention of the next 
Local Council meeting. 



Page 1 

MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Council Committee Meeting  
held on Wednesday 25th November 2020 at 6:30pm Via Zoom 

Present: 

Councillors:  D Bawn - Mayor

N Bawn 

N Best 

A Byard 

J Gebhard 

R Hogg 

J Parreira 

A Tebbutt 

J Tebbutt   

J Wearmouth  

R Wearmouth 

Clerks: Mrs T Bell - Town Clerk

Miss K Carter - Democratic Services Assistant

Absent Councillors: Councillor L Cassie  - No Apologies Received

Councillor D Herne  - No Apologies Received

Councillor K Holmes - No Apologies Received

Councillor R Thompson - No Apologies Received

Open Session 

There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a question on this 

occasion. 

95/20 Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

• Usual rules about recordings apply

• Usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones apply

96/19 Mayoral Announcements 

• All mayoral activities have been suspended due to the new government restrictions.
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97/20 Mayoral Diary 

 

Members were provided with the schedule of events to be attended by the 

Mayor/Deputy Mayor from November 2020 to May 2021.  

 

RESOLVED  

 

(i) Information duly noted. 

 

98/20 Declarations of Interest 

 

The Chairman received no declarations of interest on this occasion. 

 

99/20 Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held on Wednesday 23rd September 2020 

 

The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record. 

 

RESOLVED  

 

(i) Information duly noted. 

(ii) That the Minutes of 23rd September 2020, a copy of which had been previously printed 

and circulated to each Member, be approved, and signed as a correct record by the 

Chairman. 

 

100/20 Matters Arising from Full Council held on Wednesday 23rd September 2020 

 

There were no matters arising on this occasion. 

 

101/20 Items Referred from Other Committees and Working Groups 

 

There were no items referred from other Committees and Working Groups on this 

occasion. 

 
102/20 Representatives on Outside Bodies 

 
Members were provided for information with the Outside Organisation reports. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted. 
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103/20 Strategic County Councillor Updates 

 
Members were provided for information with the County Councillor updates. 
 
Regarding the Local Transport Plan Cllr Byard enquired whether the junction on First 
Avenue at Stobhill had been considered.  
 
Cllr R Wearmouth advised that he would chase this to find out. Other areas on the list are 
the A192, changing the speed limit at East Mill and Lancaster Park renovations. A 
preliminary list has been drawn up and it is currently being discussed at a members’ 
workshop. The final version should be available soon and will be circulated to the Planning 
and Transport committee. 
 
Cllr A Tebbutt enquired whether assisted bin lifts are still taking place during lockdown as 
he has been approached by a resident to ask for assistance.  
 
Cllr R Wearmouth advised he would enquire into this.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
 

104/20 Local Council Issues 

 

Cllr D Bawn advised that Local Area Council meetings have begun to take place 

again. 

 

He also informed members that the Boundary Review would be discussed at the next 

Northumberland County Council (NCC) Full Council meeting in January 2021.  

 

The Clerk informed members that she had requested if the Town Council could have 

sight of the report, prior to the committee however, no reply has been received as 

yet.  

 

Cllr Byard enquired what was happening about the proposed roundabout at the 

medical centre. 

 

Cllr R Wearmouth advised that he had not received any updates on progress 

however, he would chase this up with the relevant department.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) Information duly noted.  
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The meeting concluded at 6:42pm with Councillors A Byard, D Bawn, N Bawn, N 

Best, J Gebhard, R Hogg, J Parreira, A Tebbutt, J Tebbutt, J Wearmouth and R 

Wearmouth.   
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Report to: Full Council  

Date: 20th January 2021 

Subject: Boundary Review Update 

1. Background

1.1 The Town Council formal agreed to request a Community Governance review looking

at Morpeth's boundaries with adjacent Parish Councils at Full Council on the 17th July

2019.

2. Process

2.2 The Town Council formally requested that the County Council carry out a review on

the 18th July 2019. Once NCC receive the request then the process is managed

solely by NCC.

2.3 The process:

A four week consultation period. A press release was put in the local paper, letters

were sent to all affected Parish Councils, and letters to the County Councillors who’s

Divisions are affected.  Each Parish Council Clerk displayed notices supplied by NCC

on the Parish noticeboards in their area.  It was also advertised on the Town Council

and County Council websites.

2.4 This consultation process was continually delayed by NCC, despite repeated

requests for this to be undertaken. On 31st October 2019 NCC advised that the

consultation process would finally commence on 9th January 2020 and end on 28th

February 2020.

2.5 NCC assured that it would not result in any further delay in a decision being made as

a report would be submitted to the Council meeting in May 2020.  NCC stated that

this would have still been the case had the consultation period started in November

2019.

2.6 NCC advised that if the proposals were subsequently agreed by Council there would

still be more than sufficient time to make the appropriate changes to the Register of

Electors for the May 2021 elections and the 2021/22 Council Tax year.

2.7 The draft report was compiled at the end of the consultation period and was awaiting

Officer Recommendations. Due to the pandemic the report was not finalised and

subsequently did not go to NCC Full Council in May 2020, as this was postponed.

2.8 NCC were regularly contacted for updates on the progress of the report. In

November 2020 NCC finally confirmed that the report had been drafted and it was

awaiting Senior Manager approval before going to Full Council on 6th January 2021

for consideration.

2.9 The Town Council were not given any indication of the report contents or its

recommendations prior to it being published with NCC Committee papers on 24th

December 2020.
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3. NCC Report Recommendations

3.1 Recommendations

3.2 It is recommended that Council

(1) that the outcome of the Community Governance Review for Morpeth be agreed

as follows and for the reasons laid out in the report:-

(1) Hebron

• agree to transfer the area of land marked A on map 3 from Hebron Parish Council

to Morpeth Town Council

• agree to transfer the area of land marked B on map 3 from Morpeth Town Council

to Hebron Parish Council

(2) Hepscott

• agree to transfer the Stobhill estate shown to the south of the A192 on map 3 and

Turner Square shown to the north of the A192/A196 roundabout from Hepscott

Parish Council to Morpeth Town Council.

• refuse the proposal to transfer of the Southfield Estate from Hepscott Parish

Council to Morpeth Town Council.

(3) Mitford

• refuse the proposal to transfer the area of land marked D on map 3 from Mitford

Parish Council to Morpeth Town Council. ( 

2) authorises the Democratic Services Manager to make, sign and seal the 

appropriate orders for the changes by virtue of the powers contained in the Local 

Government and Public Involvement in Health Act.  

(3) Subject to agreement of the above recommendations that implementation be

delayed allowing for consultation with the Local Government Boundary Commission

for England (LGBCE) on the issue of boundary coterminosity, and to request the

related alterations to county electoral divisions.

3.2 A copy of the report and all the associated documentation can be found at 

http://committee.northumberland.gov.uk/Meeting.aspx?MeetID=10827 

4. Outcome

4.1 Full Council debated the report and the recommendations in the report were

approved with the exception of recommendation (3) relating to a request to the

Boundary Commission for related amendments to County Division boundaries.

• The boundary with Hebron will move to Morpeth Town as per the request.

• The boundary with Mitford will remain as at present.

• The Southfields estate will remain within Hepscott Parish

• The Stobhill estate and Turner Square will move to Morpeth Town

5. NCC Next steps

5.1 An official order will be drawn up by NCC legal team and once signed and sealed it is

sent to various statutory bodies and published on the County Council website.

http://committee.northumberland.gov.uk/Meeting.aspx?MeetID=10827


5.2 Due to the amount of electors involved, the Guidance states that the changes must 

come into force on 1 April before the next scheduled election for the parishes 

concerned.  This is because precepting authorities can only issue precepts for entire 

financial years, and, so that local people can vote for their new parish councillors.  

5.3 The election timetable for the May 2021 election has the Notice of Election dated 29 

March 2021 meaning the agreed changes will become effective in 2025. 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 The changes will not now be effective until the scheduled elections in 2025.   
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Reports re Outside Organisations 

Organisations Councillor Report 

Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade Jack Gebhard Nil report received.  

Hunter Memorial Homes Johnny Wearmouth Nil report received.  

Millennium Green Les Cassie Nil report received.  

Morpeth Heritage Network Alison Byard 

Heritage Network on Zoom 2 December 2020 
Agenda included: 
Conservation Area Review 
William Turner archive box set up at KEVI 
Antiquarians grateful for Covid rate relief on storage at Pegswood Union 
BB hall got planning permission for new rear door re fire safety.  Parish of 
Morpeth Project team finalising feasibility study for sensitive redevelopment 
of listed building for youthwork, as per covenant. 
Gathering - considering online offering. 
Clock Tower - bellringing not possible re social distancing 
GMDT - some regular annual events in pipeline, depending on current 
restrictions. 
FOMM members requested to support page in Northumberland Lottery.  Link 
as follows: 
https://www.northumberlandlottery.co.uk/ 
Northumberland LotteryPlay Northumberland Lottery and support causes in 
our community. At least 60% from each ticket sold goes to support 
Northumberland, and there's a £25,000 jackpot to be won every 
week!www.northumberlandlottery.co.uk 
Civic Society - considering folding re low membership. 
Next meeting 3rd March 2021. 

Greater Morpeth Development Trust Joao Parreira Nil report received.  

Hollon Trust 
Alison Byard (Trustee until 
Sept 2021) 

12th January marked 140 years since 12th January 1881, when Richard Hollon 
signed the Deed of Covenant with the Corporation of Morpeth to establish 
“The Mary Hollon Annuity and Coal Fund”, in memory of his beloved wife. 
140 years on that fund, now “The Mary Hollon Annuity and Relief in Need 
Trust” remains in good health and continues to provide the annual "Hollon 
Tea" on their wedding anniversary on 5th November that Richard envisaged, 

https://www.northumberlandlottery.co.uk/
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Organisations Councillor Report 

but also gives assistance those really in need who live in this town we all 
love. 
The Hollon fountain was paid for by the people of Morpeth and erected in 
1885 in honour of Richard's generous gift to the town. 
No meetings at present but Trust supporting Food Bank and trustees in 
regular touch with all elderly annuitants.  Delivered free Xmas dinners to 
families in need and ready to further support requests for assistance. 

Markets Advisory Group Nic Best 

Food & drink market stalls are counted as essential retail under lockdown 
guidance so the Wednesday Markets are continuing and the farmers market 
is returning on 6th Feb. However, traders are exercising individual discretion 
while many normally take their holidays at this time of year so the Weds 
market is expected to be “thin”. 
As part of Covid-19 protocols, it would be helpful if just one customer per 
household attended the market and customers are encouraged to order 
ahead and collect from traders where possible. 

Town and Parish Liaison Nic Best 

A virtual meeting was held on 7th February. The agenda covered Updates on 
Covid-19, on Local Services and on the Communities Together Hub plus a 
report on outcomes of the recent AONB Coastal Summit Conference. In 
addition, Stephen Rickitt for NALC made a plea for information on the local 
elections scheduled for May. 

NCC Local Area Council J Gebhard / A Tebbutt Nil report received.  
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County Councillor Updates 
 
Cllr R Wearmouth 
 
I have had a few requests regarding grit bins. One in Merley Gate and also 
Collingwood Manor.  I have started exploring the question of Merely Gate, 
Collingwood Manor is the responsibility of Bellway as this is not adopted highway.  
There were also complaints regarding a grit bin not being replenished near Curley 
Kews which is being corrected. 
  
I have asked again for an update on the railings at Curley Kews and will share that in 
the meeting if I have been provided with the information. 
  
Due to Covid restrictions the bagpipe museum is closed.  From Monday 11 January, 
Library Select and Collect service has been available at Morpeth between 10am - 
4pm on Monday - Friday and 10am - 1pm on Saturdays. 
  
The schedule for the new leisure centre so far as I am aware is so far unaffected by 
the current lockdown.  Works are due to start on 7th February. I currently have no 
update for the Goose Hill car park however the site has now been levelled ready for 
the next stage. 
 
Cllr J Beynon 
 
Grit bins are the big issue, I discovered there is not one on the Green Lane estate, 
and I have requested one waiting to hear back from officers. 
 
Work will commence on Mafekin roundabout on the 13th under lane closure between 
9.30 and 15.30for 6 days, then from the 18th nightshift resurfacing under multiway 
lights from 20.00 to 0600 for 5 days. 
 
It is hoped that resurface work will also take place on the main road through Allery 
Banks estate.  
 
Some movement on the pigeon loft behind 6th Ave, a saga that's been going on for 
quite a few years now, along with fly tipping and anti-social behaviour, 


	Full Council Agenda 20th January 2021
	To: ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL
	OPEN SESSION
	AGENDA
	1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements
	2. Mayoral Announcements
	3. Apologies for Absence
	4. Declarations of Interest
	5. Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held on Wednesday 25th November 2020
	6. Matters Arising from previous committee meetings
	7. Items Referred from Other Committees and Working Groups
	Finance & General Purposes
	i. Budget 2021/22


	8. Boundary Review Update
	9. Representatives on Outside Bodies
	10. Strategic County Councillor Updates
	11. Local Council Issues


	Appendix A - Full Council Minutes 25th November 2020
	MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL
	Minutes of the Full Council Committee Meeting  held on Wednesday 25th November 2020 at 6:30pm Via Zoom
	Present:
	Open Session
	95/20 Committee Chairman’s Announcements
	96/19 Mayoral Announcements
	97/20 Mayoral Diary
	98/20 Declarations of Interest
	99/20 Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held on Wednesday 23rd September 2020
	100/20 Matters Arising from Full Council held on Wednesday 23rd September 2020
	101/20 Items Referred from Other Committees and Working Groups
	102/20 Representatives on Outside Bodies
	103/20 Strategic County Councillor Updates
	104/20 Local Council Issues


	Appendix B - Budget
	Appendix C - Boundary Review Update
	Appendix D - Outside Oragnisations Reports
	Appendix E - County Councillor Updates



