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BIGGEST TOY BRANDS
we stock the biggest brands around and have a 

better range than ever!

24 NEWGATE STREET, MORPETH, 
NORTHUMBERLAND, NE61 1BA

Serving Morpeth for 50 years!

Support your local area, 
Shop T&G Allan & 

Come say hello to TG Elf!

Support your local area, 
Shop T&G Allan & 

Come say hello to TG Elf!
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Editor of Inside Morpeth

Ian Leech

To say this year has been one none of us 
could ever have imagined even in our worst 
nightmares, would be the under-statement  
of all time.
While the great news is that vaccines may be on the horizon 
that might restore some sort of normality to our lives, Covid-19 
is far from being in the retreat and the fight will go on for many 
months yet to keep everyone safe.  After England came out of 
the second lockdown in a matter of months, Northumberland 
has been placed in Tier 3 which is disasterous news for the local 
hospitality sector, particularly in the run-up to Christmas.

The other side of the coin, however, is that most shops and 
services such as hairdressers and gyms are open again, so as 
we report in this edition, Morpeth Chamber of Trade is working 
with local traders and business owners to run a campaign urging 
local residents to support them this Christmas.  

With that in mind, Morpeth is doing its very best to make 
Christmas 2020 as near a normal one as possible and local 
businesses are doing their utmost to make Christmas shopping 
in the town as safe an experience as they can possibly make it, 
so at Inside Morpeth we would urge all our readers to Stay Safe 
Stay Local.

Everyone knows the Government plans to relax restrictions 
over a five-day period to give friends and that families a chance 
to spend time together over the festive holiday.  But exercise 
caution and do that in a way that keeps everyone safe.  With that 
in mind, while we wish all our readers a Merry Christmas, take 
care and stay safe so we can all look forward to a happy and 
healthy New Year. 26 HOW TO AVOID HOSPITAL VISITS

Front cover: Eva Da Costa – aka T G Elf – waiting to greet toy shop customers. 
Photograph by Paul Stephenson

19 LATEST MORPETH TOWN CRYER
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The project has won the 
Railway Heritage Trust’s 
Conservation Award category 
in the 2020 National Railway 
Heritage Awards which had 
to be presented at a virtual 
ceremony because of Covid 
restrictions.  Runners-up in 
the category were two Scottish 
stations at Dumbarton and 
Lanark.

A partnership team led by 
Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust (GMDT), raised £2.2m 
to carry out the work at the 
station which was designed 
by the celebrated railway 
architect Benjamin Green, 
and built for the Newcastle & 
Berwick Railway Company.  
The Grade II Listed station 
was first opened in 1847.

Other partners in the project 
were the National Lottery 
Heritage Enterprise Fund, 
the Railway Heritage Trust, 
Northumberland County 
Council, Network Rail and 
Northern Rail.

As well as repairing the 
run-down main trackside 
building, opening a modern 
ticket office, new toilets, a 
café and a purpose-built taxi 
office, the partners created 
seven offices for small 
businesses in what were 
abandoned rooms at the 
station.

The annual Railway Heritage 
Awards are presented to 
encourage and recognise 
best practice in preserving 
and safeguarding the future 
of buildings and structures 
associated with Britain’s rich 
heritage of rail travel.

The judges’ report said when 
the restoration programme 

began much of the main 
Morpeth station building was 
disused which had led to its 
serious deterioration.  They 
reported on how much of 
the original stonework had 
to be repaired or replaced 
and made special mention 
of the restoration of the tall 
chimneys which originally 
gave the station its distinctive 
appearance.

They also said as many as 
possible of the station’s 
original features had been 
retained and enhanced 
including an original North 
Eastern Railway fire surround 
in one of the new offices.

“The driving force behind 
the scheme was the Greater 
Morpeth Development Trust 
and they and Network Rail 
are to be congratulated for 
the work undertaken both 
internally and externally, on 
this important and attractive 
station,” said the judges.

After the awards were 
announced GMDT Chief 
Executive said: “On behalf of 
all our partners in the station 
project, I am proud to say 
how thrilled and delighted 
we are that all the hard work 
that had been undertaken 
over more than seven years, 
has been recognised by the 
presentation of this heritage 
award.

“Morpeth once again has a 
railway station the town can 
be rightly proud of not only as 
a modern transport link, but 
as an enterprise hub for small 
local businesses.”

Station make-over wins 
top heritage award

Morpeth Station

The recently completed project to repair, renovate 
and redevelop Morpeth’s Victorian train station to 
make it fit-for-purpose as a modern transport hub, 
has a won a prestigious national railway heritage 
conservation award. 

The restored portico entrance
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Investing 
in your  
dreams

 With access to the St. James’s Place distinctive approach 
to investment management, which calls upon the expertise 
of some of the world’s leading fund managers and offers the 
opportunity to achieve superior investment performance over 
the long term, we aim to take the stress out of the process.

Call us today to find out more.

The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly 
linked to the performance of the funds you select, and the value 
can therefore go down as well as up. You may get back less than 
you invested.

SJP11491b V1 (11/19)
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rentraP ehT ecitcarP detaluger dna desirohtua si hcihw( clp tnemeganaM htlaeW ecalP s'semaJ .tS ylno stneserper dna fo evitatneserpeR detnioppA na si  
era hcihw fo sliated erom ,secivres dna stcudorp tnemeganam htlaew s'puorg eht no ylelos gnisivda fo esoprup eht rof )ytirohtuA tcudnoC laicnaniF eht yb  
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 ku.oc.tnemeganamhtlaewpmt.www

For some, ‘investing’ can seem like  a daunting concept: 
where is the best place to put my money? What 
level of risk am I willing to take? How do fluctuating 
markets affect my investment and how can I monitor 
performance?

Email: info@tmpwm.co.uk
 :leT  333505 07610



Let’s make this a Morpeth 
Christmas to remember 
for all the right reasons!
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By Inside Morpeth Editor Ian Leech

T G Elf – alias Eva Da Costa – pictured with the cuddly dragon being offered as a T & G Allan store competition prize
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The festive lights are twinkling as brightly as 
always; the town Christmas tree is standing 
tall underneath the Clock Tower; Rutherfords 
store windows are again a fascinating stop-
and-see sight for the younger generation; 
the Rotary Club’s ‘Tree of Light’ is waiting to 
receive your messages in memory of loved 
ones that are perhaps more poignant than 
ever before in this Covid year; and T G Elf is 
ready to say hello to children in the T & G 
Allan store’s new-look toy department.  

As Noddy Holder has been shouting out to us for years - ‘It’s 
Chriiis-mass’ and Morpeth really is ready for Santa to bring a 
little joy to everyone around town!

We could write about it not going to be a Christmas quite 
like we are used to.  But let’s not play that old miser Scrooge.  
Instead let’s look forward to a little light and happiness at the 
end of what continues to be a long, dark tunnel – so long as we 
remember to take care, stay safe and look after our family and 
friends by following the Government’s coronavirus guidelines 
over the festive holiday period!

All our shops and hairdressers are open again, just in time 
to hopefully get their tills ringing in a last-minute Christmas 
shopping spree, and the message from Morpeth traders and 
businesses is that they need the support of local people like 
never before.

Over the past few weeks and months they have gone that extra 
mile to make sure shopping can be as safe as possible in Morpeth 
and will continue to be so right up to Christmas.  So now is the 
time to repay them all by spending your money in town rather 
than elsewhere or on-line!

As Lee Richardson, chair of Morpeth & District Chamber of 
Trade, told me: “The festive season always bring communities 
together and I want 2020 to be no different for Morpeth.  So, I 
would urge people to shop local.

“Morpeth has a great selection of independent retailers working 
alongside big name nationals, which together contribute to ours 
being such a marvellous market town.  Retailers have made 
significant investments to ensure people can continue to support 
them, their staff and families whilst remaining safe and for those 
who are unable to visit our shops some are now offering ‘click-
and-collect’ or a delivery services so it’s worth checking to see 
how they can help with present buying.  

“Make This Your Morpeth Christmas’ is a campaign being run 
this year supported by Chamber and many others to encourage 
people to shop local this festive season.  We hope you are able to 
do just that!”

Every effort is being made to make this feel as normal a Morpeth 
Christmas as possible.  The Wednesday markets are still trading; 
there’ll be a Festive Christmas Market on Saturday December 
12th followed a week later by a Street Food Market and they 
are being organised to ensure as safe a shopping experience as 
possible for customers and traders with a one-way system and 
other social distancing and Covid-19 control measures in place.

Sanderson Arcade manager Lottie Thompson, tells us their stores 
will be open late on the Thursday evenings before Christmas 
until 8pm.  “Marks & Spencer are going even further,” she said 
“extending their trading hours in December until 11pm on 
Mondays to Saturdays until the 19th and then to midnight from 
Monday 21st to Wednesday 23rd.”

The newly-opened Sandersons Department Store, will also be 
opening in the Arcade on Boxing Day as well as lots of others.

Many of Morpeth’s restaurants and cafes as well as the normal 
take-aways are doing just that – check your favourites on-line to 
see who is doing what, while local shops including independent 
food stores, are using on-line ordering, click-and-collect as well 
as home deliveries to help their customers.

Plenty of local businesses are going that extra mile to remind 
customers just what they can offer them in Morpeth – take the  
T & G Allan toy store in Newgate Street, for example.

Owners Colin and Sally McClymont who gave the department a 
complete new-look in time for Christmas, have recruited 16-year-
old KEVI student Eva Da Costa to play the role of T G Elf to 
welcome youngsters into their Aladdin’s Cave of toys and games.

“Coming into a toy shop should be fun for all children and T G 
will be making sure that is just what they have while they are 
looking for a gift for Santa to bring them on Christmas Day,”  
said Colin.

He has also been instrumental along with the District Chamber 
of Trade and prominent businesses, in organising a Merry 
Morpeth Christmas poster, that every shop in the town has been 
asked to display to encourage people to ‘#Shop Local #Stay Stay 
#YourMorpethChristmas.  The poster – which is also doubling as 
our back cover illustration – is urging people to search for ‘More 
in Morpeth’ on Facebook for updates from local businesses.

“Morpeth has some great independent family-owned businesses, 
and it is important for us to work together to remind people 
what a terrific place this town is to visit and shop,” added Colin.

That’s a theme being followed through by Morpeth Mayor 
Councillor David Bawn, who is also a prominent local 
businessman.  “The unmistakeable feeling is that Christmas is 
coming and we need that this year more than most,” he told me.

“The Christmas lights are twinkling and our shops are open for 
business and although we are subject to restrictions we can still 
make the most of what Morpeth has to offer.

“Stroll through Sanderson Arcade and Bridge Street checking 
out our flagship stores as well as visiting the many wonderful 
independent businesses on Newgate Street before perhaps 
finishing with a take-away coffee under the canopy of the lights 
in the Market Place.

“We are lucky to live in such a wonderful and beautiful town as 
Morpeth with so much we can still enjoy and that is a message I 
want everyone to remember and savour this Christmas!” 

Morpeth 
Christmas

Morpeth all lit up for Christmas



Rutherfords

After a year like no other, we all 
need something to lift our mood, and 
Rutherfords is bursting with ideas to help 
you capture the magic of Christmas.

Whether you’re looking for the perfect 
gifts or ways to decorate your house  
for the festive season, Rutherfords is  
your one-stop destination, where  
you’ll find everything you need for  
a special Christmas.

If you’re planning to shop local to support 
your local community, then Morpeth has 
so much to offer.

Christmas isn’t Christmas without a trip to 
see our spectacular window – and we’re 
bringing festive cheers to our community 
after a challenging year.

We have fabulous interiors and beautiful 
homeware ideas to create a cosy home to 
be enjoyed, not only over Christmas, but 
throughout the whole winter.

From twinkling candles that create a 
cosy ambience to luxurious throws and 
cushions that will make you want to 
snuggle up on the sofa, your home will be 
your haven when it’s cold outside. A fur 
throw with matching cushions never goes 
out of style, and makes any room inviting 
and cosy even on the coldest nights of  
the year.

To many people, Christmas dinner is the 
most important meal of the year. We may 
not be able to have all our loved ones 
around the table this year, but creating 
the perfect table is still essential for those 

we’re celebrating alongside. 

Our cookware shop has all the gadgets, 
utensils and accessories you’ll need to 
serve up a treat. From crockery to pots, 
pans, serving dishes and eye-catching 
tableware for the big day itself, there’s no 
excuse for not cooking up a Christmas to 
remember. We also have lots of ideas on 
how you can create a sophisticated and 
luxurious table setting on the big day. 

Putting up the Christmas early 
decorations is cheering up many of us. 
We’ve beautiful baubles and unique, one-
off toys that make you want to give your 
tree pride of place in your home. 

For many of us, Christmas is going to look 
different this year – but you can rely on 
Rutherfords to still make it special.

With gifts galore across every floor, you’ll find all the inspiration you’ll need to 
create the perfect Christmas at Rutherfords of Morpeth. Our department store is 
a treasure trove full of beautiful, individual gifts for all.

It just wouldn’t be Christmas
without Rutherfords windows

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Find Us On: Dark Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 1SU
T. 01670 432 022 | www.morpethcomputers.co.uk 

We’re Open As Usual
SALES  |   SERVICE  |    REPAIRS

Keep your device healthy this winter with 
our 5 point  health check, now with 10% off

FREE
Collection
& Delivery
Service

10% OFF
Services
with this
advert

COVID
Prevention
measures
in place

We would like to wish all our customers a happy and
safe Christmas from all the team at Morpeth Computers 
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Walking Maps

Two of the positives of the 
coronavirus pandemic if there 
are any, are that across the 
country people have been 
making greater use of facilities 
and amenities on their own 
doorsteps – the so-called 
‘staycation’ culture – and 
perhaps, at the same time, 
taking more exercise than they 
otherwise might have done.

So, with that in mind Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust has just re-published 
a set of walking maps featuring a 
variety of walks of different lengths and 
characteristics, that not only trace out 
the routes but are full of meaningful facts 
about what to look out for along the way.

It is an acknowledged fact that just 30 
minutes of moderate exercise a day such 
as a brisk walk, is all it takes to improve 
a person’s health as well as helping with 
weight management.

Let’s look at the walking facts, then. A 
walk can make you feel good; give you 
more energy; get some fresh air into 
your lungs; reduce stress; help you to 
sleep better; and reduce blood pressure 
– and with so many pleasant footpaths, 
woodlands, parks and riverside paths, 
where better to enjoy a good walk than 
right here in Morpeth!

Back in 2004 the first steps were taken 
towards what was called a three-year 
Morpeth ‘Liveability’ project to help local 
people make the most of what they had on 
their own doorsteps.  The former Castle 
Morpeth Borough Council secured £2.6m 
from the Government to set up what was 
dubbed the Castles, Woods and Water 
project, to improve and make the most of 
the historic buildings, ancient woodlands 
and the River Wansbeck along a five-mile 
corridor between the villages of Mitford 
and Bothal.

At the time Greater Morpeth Development 
Trust was established as the organisation 
to deliver the project by improving 
footpaths and walks, opening up heritage 
sights and commissioning eye-catching 
and informative signage to help people 
appreciate the beauty of the woods and 

riverside on their doorsteps.

Prime examples of this approach were 
the work done to improve access to 
the picturesque Bluebell Woods on the 
eastern outskirts of Morpeth and on over 
the road through the ancient woodland 
from the bottom of Whorral Bank to 
Bothal, as well as improving footpaths  
and bridges skirting the nearby Tommy’s 
Field allotments.

Two GMDT Environment and Heritage 
interest groups, have since then been 
tasked with achieving the Castles, Woods 
and Water vision by encouraging people 
to get out and about to appreciate the 
natural amenities of their locality, and 
one way they have done that is to publish 
an easy-to-follow set of maps covering the 
network of paths, woodland and riverside 
walks around Morpeth.

The resulting handy-to-carry, waterproof 
set of maps are full of facts about the 
ecology and history of the walks, what 
flora and fauna to look out for, as well as 
what wildlife walkers might see if they 
are lucky enough and have helped scores 
of walkers enjoy exploring the local 
countryside and river banks.

Recently, GMDT – with support from the 
Environment Agency and Natural England 
– has re-published 12 or the original maps 

covering walks between four and nine 
miles long in the Morpeth area.

Each walk is graded with a simple 
footprint key – one footprint denoting an 
‘easy’ walk, two a ‘moderate’ walk and 
three an ‘advanced’ walk – so that people 
can chose a route they feel capable of 
comfortably walking.

GMDT Environment Director Hugh 
Edmundson recommends that the walking 
maps would make an ideal Christmas 
stocking filler. A pack of the maps costs 
just £12 and can be bought from the Trust 
by calling (01670) 503866; emailing  
info@gmdt.org; or purchased direct from 
its website by accessing the ‘Shop’ heading 
in the menu. Sets are also available from 
The Chantry when it is open, or from the 
newsagents at Abbey Meadows on the 
Kirkhill estate. More information is also 
available on the www.gmdt.net website.

A walk on the wild 
side around Morpeth

Just one of the wonderful walks around Morpeth
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TRUSTED FINANCIAL ADVICE  
THE NFU MUTUAL WAY

Promotional Feature

FinancialAdvicePromo_210x297_0719.indd   1 07/08/2019   14:04

Mark Grainger, 
NFU Mutual Financial Adviser 

NFU Mutual, Unit 6, Telford Court, Loansdean, Morpeth, NE61 2DB 
Tel 01670 511 252 | morpeth@nfumutual.co.uk 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation 
Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 

BOOM-ADV-0819  D-CDCA8FED 

In an environment of ever increasing bank 
and building society closures, particularly in 
market towns, NFU Mutual continues to excel in 
providing a full financial planning service. We 
are able to provide excellent customer service 
through our local agency offices, which give our 
financial advisers the ability to meet with 
customers on a face to face basis, a rarity these 
days. 

One of the particular areas where it may now be 
difficult to obtain quality advice is about providing 
protection for family or business. 

NFU Mutual can offer a variety of life and critical 
illness policies through our partnership with AIG. 
A staggering 42% of people with a mortgage do not 
have life insurance in place, leaving little reassurance 
should the primary breadwinner of a family die 
prematurely. In a similar fashion many business 
loans or overdrafts are not adequately protected, 
leaving businesses vulnerable. 

Mark Grainger, (pictured) operates out of the 
Morpeth Office and is available to meet customers on 
a face to face basis in order to give the crucial advice 
that is necessary in this essential, but often neglected 
area of financial planning. Alternatively, for those 
customers who prefer to have an initial chat over the 
phone, NFU Mutual has an excellent team of agency 
staff who are happy to discuss your requirements. 

Mark Grainger is also able to give advice on many 
other areas of financial planning, whether it be simple 
pension and ISA planning, or more complex areas 
such as pension transfers, SIPPs and investment 
trusts. 

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on 
NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the advice services 
and the charges. Financial advice is provided by 
NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd. 
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Carter-Smith

‘What is a planning consultant 
and do I really need a one?’

The Company is involved in a number of 
different types of projects, for example 
smaller projects for home owners, 
barn conversions, commercial building 
extensions and new builds, changes of 
use, and lawful development matters. 

So, what do your planning  
consultants do?

Our planning consultants act as a trainer, 
explaining what all parts of the process 
will entail. Next, they act as a facilitator, 
providing assistance as to how to proceed 
through the development. They also 
function as an instructor, providing 
guidance as to what are the best decisions 
and routes to make. Another of their 
purposes is to be a strategist, laying out 
what approach should be taken. Next, 
they act as a promoter, actively endorsing 
certain ideas. Finally, they operate as a 
stakeholder as they have vested interests 
in what the outcome of the project will be.

We can be as involved as you need us to 
be on any project, but typically the main 
areas which we would look after are the 
submission of planning applications, 
and if these planning applications are 
then refused, we would then conduct the 
appeal against this. 

When you have chosen a planning 
consultant, you need to initially discuss  
at the outset what the job will entail.  
This ensures that you both have an 
accurate picture of the project and have 
a mutual understanding of how the 
project will proceed. 

What qualifications/skills should  
I look out for when selecting a  
planning consultant?

The most vital institute which all 
accredited planning consultants must 
be a member of is the Royal Town 
Planning Institute (RTPI). Membership 
of this institute is an internationally 
acknowledged symbol of expert 
aptitude and proficiency. Make sure you 
investigate the level of experience that the 
planning consultant or firm has, and what 
their knowledge is of the local area.

How much will it cost?

This is really dependent on the size of 
the project and how much you want the 
planning consultant to be involved in 
the process. The level of expertise of the 
consultant will also manipulate this price, 
especially if the project requires specialist 
knowledge. Make sure that you get the 
full and final quote of the cost of the 
consultant's fees before you proceed  
with their employment.

Where should I look for a  
planning consultant?

The RTPI website has a list of all 
accredited planning consultants so should 
be your first port of call when you are 
looking for a planning consultant. The 
website also segments these planning 
consultants into what their area of 
expertise is for ease of reference. It is 
also advisable to ask other companies 
or people who have used planning 

consultants before to see if they can 
recommend someone. To find a planning 
consultant, simply visit  
www.rtpiconsultants.co.uk

So, what should you ask a  
planning consultant?

Firstly, don’t be shy to ask anything! But 
there are some key questions you need to 
ask once you have identified a planning 
consultant, such as:

• How much will your services cost?

•  Have you ever worked on a similar 
project?

•  What is your level of expertise on  
the local area?

•  How long have you been practising as 
a planning consultant?

•  Will you be able to provide the 
necessary staff at the appropriate 
time?

Carter Smith provides a one-stop shop 
for all aspects of planning, from small-
scale householder extensions to complex 
planning applications and appeals. Our 
office is on the 1st Floor at Hepscott 
House, Coopie’s Lane, Morpeth NE61 6JT, 
with ample parking and within a 5-minute 
walk from Morpeth Train Station. Our 
email is tony@cartersmithplanning.com 
or I can be contacted on 07718 967722.

Carter-Smith Planning 
consultants offer a wide 
range of advice on all 
matters concerned with 
planning, development 
and environmental issues 
which surround a planning 
project. We will deliver our 
expertise so as to make  
the planning as cost 
effective as possible, and 
to ensure that the planning 
and production of your 
project runs smoothly.  
Tony Carter explains. Tony Carter ready with all the planning advice developers and home owners need
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Barry is a relative newcomer 
to the village – he only moved 
there in 2009 with his wife Jill, 
after settling in Whitley Bay  
11 years earlier, when he began 
work for Wansbeck District 
Council as curator of the 
Woodhorn Church and  
Colliery museums.

He says it was the natural beauty of 
Druridge Bay and the surrounding area, 
that drew them to live in Cresswell, but 
his lifetime’s work soon led him to dig 
into the village’s rich heritage that can be 
traced back for many thousands of years.

“Some of that heritage is plain to see such 
as the Pele Tower and the Victorian St 
Bartholomew’s Church,” Barry writes in 
the introduction to his book.  “But recent 
local archaeology projects have helped 
unearth some amazing discoveries that 
give an insight into life in Cresswell all 
those years ago.”

Some of those discoveries can be 
linked into an astonishing community 
archaeology project known as ‘Rescued 
from the Sea’ that seven years ago took 
place about three miles away at the other 
end of Druridge Bay to Cresswell, to 
unearth a 4,200-year-old burial mound at 
Low Hauxley.  

The site had first been discovered in 1983 
when a Bronze Age burial stone cist was 
spotted eroding from a cliff face.  Inside 
the cist was the skeleton of a crouched 
figure and then in 1993 two most cists 
were uncovered and the burial site was 
radiocarbon dated to 2400 to 2200 BC.  

Since then excavations led by Barry, in 
fields around Cresswell have unearthed 
a whole range of treasures from the past 
including pottery and chipped flints 
which convinced the archaeologists that 
families of hunter gatherers would have 
been living in and around the village and 
Druridge Bay 10,000 years ago.

In his book Barry writes of layers of 
black peat being uncovered from the 
shifting sands of the beach, to expose 

the remains of 7,000-year-old trees along 
with perfectly preserved footprints of 
animals that would have roamed the area 
including red deer, wild boar and a type 
of wild cattle called aurochs which have 
been extinct in Britain for 3,000 years.

Back in the village Barry traces its links 
with the Cresswell family who are first 
recorded as living there in the 1100s.  By 
the 14th Century they had built one of the 
many pele towers which were constructed 
as virtual miniature castles, as protection 
from the notorious Border Reivers who 
terrorised northern England and southern 
Scotland for three centuries. 

During the mid-1700s when the threat 
of the Reivers had subsided, William 
Cresswell decided to convert the pele 
tower into more comfortable living 
accommodation by adding a grand manor 
house to its northern elevation.

However, the house only survived 
until 1845 by which time Addison John 
Cresswell had used his wife’s inheritance 
money to build the splendid Cresswell 
Hall designed by London architect John 
Shaw.  The hall stood in 200 acres of 
parkland which included a bountiful 
kitchen garden that provided all the fruit, 
vegetables and cut flowers for the estate.

The hall was the home of the Baker-
Cresswell family for a hundred years 
until the Cresswell estate was sold and the 
property purchased by Northumberland 
County Council to be turned into a 
hospital.  That plan never materialised 
and the hall was eventually demolished in 
the late 1930s.

Being a coastal fishing village stories 
abound of the sea, and the three local 
lifeboat which saved the lives of 91 people 
between 1875 and 1944.  There are tales 
of heroes and heroines who went to the 
aid of stricken sailors and travellers 
including that of Margaret Brown,  
dubbed the ‘Grace Darling of Cresswell’, 
who headed a human chain of locals to 
wade into a stormy winter sea to rescue 
four shipwrecked sailors from a  
Swedish steamer.

There are stories from the war when 
it was feared the Germans might see 
Druridge Bay as a perfect landing spot 
for an invasion of northern Britain; of 
nearby RAF Acklington which became the 
main fighter station protecting Tyneside 
and the airmen from not just Britain 
but Australia, Canada, Poland and New 
Zealand who died on duty and are buried 
in Chevington cemetery; and of a young 
naval officer who grew up in Cresswell 
and became one of the heroes of  
World War II.

Joe Baker-Cresswell was commanding a 
group of ships protecting convoys crossing 
the Atlantic, when they captured a 
stricken German U-boat.  What they could 
not know until British sailors boarded the 
sub, was that it was carrying invaluable 
intelligence material including charts, 
code books and an Enigma machine that 
would enable code-breakers at the top 
secret Bletchey Park establishment, to 
crack the German naval command code.

Later King George VI would tell Joe – 
who was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order – that what they had 
done amounted to the most important 
single event in the whole war at sea and 
that their actions had saved the lives of 
countless Allied service personnel. 

Currently, Barry who was named Britain’s 
Community Archaeologist of the Year in 
2019, is a key member of the Cresswell 
Pele Tower Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation, which has secured funding 
primarily from the National Lottery’s 
Heritage Fund, to restore the tower by 
safeguarding its future, removing it from 
the Heritage at Risk register, and opening 
it up to the public as a visitor attraction, 
hopefully during the summer of next year.

All these and many more stories can 
be found in Barry Mead’s marvellous 
‘Cresswell Curiosities’ which costs just  
£5 with all the proceeds going to the  
Pele Tower maintenance fund.   
Copies can be ordered by emailing  
Barry at bas.mead@googlemail.com  
or by calling him on 07986 018242.

Discover the secrets 
of Cresswell’s past

Cresswell  
Curiosities

Who knew the tiny coastal village of Cresswell was the keeper of so 
many fascinating facts and dying-to-be-told stories from its past? 
Certainly, local resident, historian and archaeologist Barry Mead  
did because he has just compiled them all into a riveting read in his 
newly published ‘Cresswell Curiosities’ book writes Ian Leech.

Inspirational flooring
for your home

NOW PROUDLY STOCKING

Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
Book your free measure, advice and quotation service or simply request an appointment now.

Barry Mead
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Inspirational flooring
for your home

NOW PROUDLY STOCKING

Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
Book your free measure, advice and quotation service or simply request an appointment now.



A lot has  
happened  
since 2005
Tony Blair was the then Prime Minister,  
Crazy Frog topped the charts and the big 
decision about your mobile phone was 
whether to buy a Nokia 6230i or opt for the 
latest Sony Ericcson. Neither of them could 
take pictures and the only twitter you heard 
came from birds!

TMP Wealth
Management

James Richfield

Peter Grieves

The frog has never appeared since, thankfully. Nokia don’t make phones 
these days and Tony Bair left office a long time ago but 2005 also saw the 
arrival of a new North East business that has stayed the test of time.

TMP Wealth Management, formerly known as The Morpeth Practice is a 
representative of St. James’s Place Wealth Management. It was set up by 
Peter Grieves and James Richfield who chose Morpeth in Northumberland as 
their base and are celebrating their 15th year. 

It’s easy to describe the pair as chalk and cheese. Peter loves football, you’ll 
find him on the golf course or in a country pub with a log fire. James is a 
rugby man and you are more likely to find him in the country or sliding 
on the dance floor on his knees!  In theory, these guys are poles apart. In 
practice, they go together like strawberries and cream! 

The pair are equally at home dealing with a modest pension or handling  
the finances of one of their many sports professionals, business owners  
and entrepreneurs. Everyone gets the same welcome and service,  
whatever your background!

They have decided to celebrate their 15th year with a name change for 
the practice and the addition of  three new directors onto the board. The 
business will now simplify its title to TMP Wealth Management and welcome 
Gary Oselton, Dan Smith and Glenn Bolton to the board.

The trio bring more than 60 years of experience with them and it’s expected 
the move will push the success of the business even further.TMP Wealth Management offices

TMP Wealth Management Limited is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more  
details of which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The `St. James’s Place Partnership’ and titles `Partner’ and `Partner Practice’ 
are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.
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How has the business grown in the last 15 years?
James: Our business began in Morpeth and we’re proud of that, but 
we now extend beyond Northumberland, across the UK. Our telephone 
number is only one digit away from the local doctor’s surgery and 
sometimes callers get the wrong “practice”. We can help with finances 
but not fungal nail infections. 

The name TMP Wealth Management is designed to create that link 
between the 15-year growth from the foundations of the business to an 
exciting and fresh new brand for the future.

What will the new directors bring to the business?
James: : A huge amount. More than 60 years of experience. We’re really 
pleased with the way all three have developed over the last few years. 
They bring energy, enthusiasm and a much broader range of opinions to 
the board. It will be great to have differing views on the same objectives.

What does it mean for clients?
Peter: Succession planning for finances is vital and it’s equally as 
important within a business. We have a duty to our clients to have 
similar plans in place.  Having people who’ve lived and breathed our 
values and culture will enable us to drive TMP Wealth Management 
forward. Clients can rest assured it puts us in great shape to grow 
organically and that it’s very much business as usual.

What does it mean for you two?
James: Sharing some of the responsibilities of running the business 
and decision making allows Peter and I more chance to do the things 
we enjoy within the business. We still relish client interactions and 
delivering exceptional service and advice personally. The changes bring 
a better balance in our time spent doing that.

What part of the business do you find most 
rewarding?
James: Being able to make a huge difference to help people live  
their lives in retirement and helping them cope with financial  
trauma at certain times in their life is very rewarding for us as 
professional people.

Peter:  I think it’s also very humbling that people are trusting us  
with literally their life savings, these are big commitments from a  
client point-of-view. When someone says, “here you are, I know  
you’ll look after us”, it’s not something we take lightly. We really care 
about what we do for them and we really want that to come across  
in our relationship with every client. Hopefully that’s one of the  
reasons so many have stayed with us for this number of years.

What benefits does being a Partner Practice of  
St. James’s Place Wealth Management have?
Peter:  St. James’s Place Wealth Management means our clients have  
a FTSE 100 company standing behind them guaranteeing advice  
that we give. In this day and age, having that peace of mind is still 
hugely important from a client point of view. The £275 million  
pounds managed by the Practice is a lot of money but knowing  
there’s a company behind us that manages £116 billion pounds,  
is very re-assuring.

What do the next 15 years have in store?
James: There will be challenges in the next 15 years. I think where 
we sit today, we’re absolutely in a brilliant place. The last 15 years has 
been a huge learning for both of us but now we’re really a very robust 
business and we’re looking forward to the next 15 years. 

Gary Oselton 
He’s a father to three grown up children and has 
spent more than 30 years of his career in wealth 
management. He’s also the only member of the 
board with a Blue Peter badge.

TMP Wealth
Management

Dan Smith 
With the company since 2012. Dan’s planning 
also extends to his own wedding after cancelling 
it twice because of Covid19.

Glenn Bolton 
Glenn enjoys his role working with professional 
sports people. He boasts 15 years’ experience and 
specialises in later life financial planning.St. James’s Place guarantees the suitability of the advice given by members of the 

St. James’s Place Partnership when recommending any of the wealth management 
products and services available from companies in the Group, more details of which 
are set out on the Group’s website at www.sjp.co.uk/products



Barnabas on the beat
Our Detached Youthwork Our Gaming Tournaments The Difference It Makes

Duke of Edinburgh

We give thanks to The National Lottery Community Fund,
supported by HM Government for enabling us to carry out
this fantastic project.
Barnabas Safe & Sound is a Registered Charity: No 1094570

Office Address: Wellwood House, Dark Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 1SU

Telephone: 01670 517721 / Email: admin@barnabasne.org.uk or youthwork@barnabasne.org.uk

Website: www.barnabas-northumberland.org.uk 

Detached youth work sessions

delivered between September

and October 2020.

387387387 Interactions with young

people - sometimes a smile,

a wave or a full on chat

What's on Your Minds?

What's on Your Minds?

What's on Your Minds?

A snapshot of some of the issues young

people spoke to us about:

Covid-19 / School Worries / Confidence

Unhappiness / Conflict / Relationships

Smoking / Drugs / Mental Health / Crime

Alcohol / Mental Health Concerns 

Stress / Employment / Family / Illness

Boredom and feelings of Isolation.

Sessions including project

planning by young volunteers.

Young people taking part in 3

gaming tournaments during the

October half-term holidays.

Bringing young
people together,

reaching out,
reducing isolation
and giving young

people a safe
online space to

have fun
together.

Young People are LESS ISOLATED and MORE

ENGAGED.

Young People have VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME.

Young People's VOICES ARE BEING HEARD.

Young People are AWARE OF OUR SERVICES and

are helping to SET OUR AGENDA.

Barnabas are delighted to be able to offer The

Duke of Edinburgh Award to young people in

Morpeth.

Sessions will be delivered in a Covid-Safe

environment, to groups of 6 young people.

Interested, please contact us on 01670 517721

or email youthwork@barnabasne.org.uk for

more information.

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
01670 512651

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

SERVICE
FROM

£95 INC VAT

MOT
ONLY

£35
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The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

TOWN CRYER!

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ 
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk 

A glimmer of hope 
for a brighter and 
happier New Year
I am writing this message at a 
potentially bleak time when 
the shoots of recovery and 
emergence from lockdown have 
been thwarted by increasing 
restrictions, culminating in 
another national lockdown.

Many of our businesses have been forced 
to close their doors again as we watch the 
statistics with trepidation, waiting for the 
second wave of the pandemic to pass.

Our national and local politicians have 
been put in a terrible position trying to do 
their best to save both lives and livelihoods.  
However, as with the first lockdown, 
adversity has brought to the fore the resilient 
and caring side of our community.

Voluntary groups continue their good work 
and Morpeth Town Council was proud 
to administer a voucher scheme over the 
school half term holidays, to help those in 
need.  A scheme that was funded not by 
the taxpayer but by several philanthropic 
individuals and the Hollon Trust.

One of the civic focal points of the year is 
the pomp and circumstance of the annual 
Remembrance parade and service at the 
Cenotaph.  It’s an event I always enjoy with 

pride because it brings out the best of our 
country – tradition, dignity and deep feeling.  
I regret that in this year which was the 100th 
anniversary of the dedication of the Tomb  
of the Unknown Soldier and the Cenotaph 
 in Whitehall, the parade was unable to  
take place.

However, I was determined that the day be 
marked so the Town Council prepared and 
issued a pre-recoded video of a service at our 
Cenotaph where I was joined by the Deputy 
Mayor, the Rector of Morpeth and others, to 
lay a wreath and mark the occasion.

On Remembrance Sunday itself I was also 
proud and honoured to attend informally 
and lay a wreath on behalf of the people  
of Morpeth.

Despite the restrictions, work is ongoing 
to complete the renovation of St James’ 
Community Centre and the Pavilion in 
Carlisle Park as our photographs show  
on the following pages. We hope to be  
able to bring these major projects to 
completion soon.

Although we have had to forgo the glitz and 
glamour of Morpeth’s Big Christmas Lights’ 
Switch-on this year, the Christmas Lights 
are shining bright around town, and our 
Christmas Tree is standing tall in Oldgate.  
We hope that as the restrictions are lifted, 
people will shop local and keep our high 
street vibrant during this difficult time.

Recent news has reached us of the potential 
of effective vaccines offering a glimmer of 
hope that a return to some form of normality 
may just be over the horizon and I have 
every faith in the good sense and resilience 
of our town, until that day dawns.

May I conclude by wishing everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Councillor David Bawn 
Mayor of Morpeth  

Town Cryer
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December – the year is coming to an 
end with the shortest day falling this month, 
which, at the same time, heralds the slow 
advance towards a new season.  Therefore, 
now is a good time to reflect on the successes 
of the last growing season as well as 
considering what might have gone wrong 
with some crops.  Always remember, there 
are no failures in gardening – it is always 
down to the weather, furry little things or – if 
all else fails – an Act of God!  So, allow yourself 
a little relaxing time around the festive season 
to be ready to hit the ground running in the 
new year.

Harvesting – Keep picking your Brussels 
sprouts to ensure they don’t blow open.  Also 
harvest winter cabbages regularly although - 
according to variety - they can remain in the 
soil for months.  Parsnips and leeks can be 
left in the ground to be lifted as needed.  If a 
prolonged cold or wet spell is forecast, leeks 
and parsnips can be lifted to be stored in 

containers or soil, to be used later.  Cabbages 
and even sprouts can be lifted with their 
roots in a soil ball and stored in a shed or 
greenhouse.  Don’t forget to water the  
soil occasionally.

January – is probably the coldest month 
of the winter and may arrive on top of any 
floods and heavy rain before Christmas.  So, 
it is well worth taking the time to look over 
the allotment and prioritise the jobs for the 
month.  Top of the list has to be to clean up 
the plot and dispose of all damaged and 
rotten crops.  Don’t worry too much about 
soil preparation for now, but just concentrate 
on clearing the way for a February blitz 
– weather permitting, of course.  Most of 
the over-wintering vegetables will have 
suffered under any wet conditions, so make 
a list, visit the site shed or garden centres to 
get in replacement seeds or bulbs for your 
immediate needs.

Harvesting – Brussels sprouts, cabbages, 
leeks and parsnips if they haven’t been 
damaged.  Also check on vegetables in store 
and discard any that may be rotten or have 
gone mouldy.  Towards the end of the month 
when weather and soil conditions allow, plant 
out soft fruit bushes.  Spray all fruit trees and 
bushes with a garlic winter wash on a fine 
day – but do not spray in frosty conditions.  It 
won’t hurt to hold the job over to next month.  

Seed potatoes will be available from the end 
of the month.  Order your seed potatoes and 
collect seed trays or wooden tomato trays to 
pop them in.  On days when you can’t work 
on the plot, clean the shed, greenhouse and 
tools and linseed oil any wooden handles.  
Check the watering can and buckets don’t 
leak and that the wheelbarrow doesn’t have 
a flat wheel.

Happy gardening!

Despite the pandemic, 
Morpeth continues to shine 
brightly for Christmas!
This year has been a quieter affair with a 
silent switch-on of the festive lights so as to 
avoid the usual crowds gathering for the 
event.  The people of Morpeth may have 
missed out on the Mistletoe Fair, the food 
stalls, amazing events on the streets of the 

town centre including carols with Ellington 
Colliery Band, the children’s funfair rides, 
and, of course, the much-appreciated  
mulled wine!

However, we are sure everyone will agree 
that Morpeth looks as spectacularly festive as 
ever bringing some much-needed cheer and 
joy to the town.

As Tracey Bell, Clerk to Morpeth Town 

Council, commented: “Although we have not 
had the usual build-up to the lights being 
switched on which is always such a huge date 
in our festive calendar, I am pleased the lights 
are indeed on and people can enjoy them 
over the weeks before Christmas.

“Let’s hope we can return, bigger, better and 
brighter next year for a jam-packed day of 
festive fun!”

Christmas is still 
coming to Morpeth!

Winter allotment tips



Town Cryer

inside Morpeth   21

Twin make-overs 
move a step closer!

From the day St James’ doors were closed in 
February, there has been a whirlwind of activity. 
The ceiling, electrics and heating systems have been 
removed and replaced with up to date systems. New 
damp proofing, roofing and repairs to the external 
stonework will ensure that the centre is insulated 
and warm. The old stage has been ripped out and a 
new meeting room has been created.

A fully equipped, modern kitchen has been fitted and there is ample 
space to produce food for any function held. The main hall has 
been replastered and the whole centre has been freshly painted to 
provide a bright, modern space for hire. New blackout blinds have 
been fitted should you wish to book the hall for a disco party, or 
for a presentation which can be projected on to the new 4m wide 
retractable screen.

The hall can be hired as one large space with the opening of the new 
bifold doors, or separately by hiring either the main hall or smaller, 
but well equipped, meeting room. The meeting room houses its 
very own screen which can be used for presentations or for training 
purposes. St James now also has Wi-Fi which will be a welcome 
addition moving forward.

We hope that when this edition of Inside Morpeth is delivered, St 
James’ Community Centre is open again and we look forward to 
receiving your booking enquiries.

St James’ Community Centre
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Full Council
20th January 2021
24th March 2021

Planning & Transport  
Committee
13th January 2021
10th February 2021
10th March 2021

Finance & General 
Purposes Committee
6th January 2021
3rd February 2021
3rd February 2021

Council Meeting Timetable - See noticeboards and website.

Meeting Timetable for the period Jan to Mar 2021.  All meetings are currently being held via Zoom, a link to these meeting 
will be shared in advance.  All Committee meetings commence at 6:30 pm, unless otherwise stated on the posters or website. 

MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS
MORPETH NORTH WARD

COUNCILLOR NIC BEST                            
T. 01670 517915   
M. 07878 896 292 
E. nic.best@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR LES CASSIE                                     
T.   01670 516424   
M. 07739 259 254 
E. les.cassie@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN                       
M. 07947 248 220 
E.   david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG                   
M. 07738 001 173 
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD THOMPSON         
T. 01670 510287              
E.  richard.thompson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD

COUNCILLOR JACK GEBHARD                    
M. 07375 646 734 
E. jack.gebhard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR KATE HOLMES                      
M. 07757 978 518 
E. kate.holmes@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ANDREW TEBBUTT                
T. 01670 511631   
M. 07767 338 509 
E. andrew.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOAN TEBBUTT                     
T. 01670 511631  
E. joan.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH        
M. 07808 804 345 
E. richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD

COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD                      
T. 01670 515391   
M. 07963 306 549 
E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH         
M. 07956 429 942 
E. johnny.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR NICOLA BAWN                      
M. 07950 580 204 
E. nicola.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR DAVE HERNE                        
M. 07980 599 471 
E. dave.herne@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOAO PARREIRA                     
M. 07930 211 121 
E. jp@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website

*  Draft schedule of meetings which only take place if necessary. Please check website for details. 

The refurbishment of the Pavilion in  
Carlisle Park continues and is really starting 
to take shape.  

The roof has been replaced and the exterior bi-fold doors 
to the front of the building have now been fitted, bringing 
much needed light. The extension which will house the 
café kitchen is now complete and we are in the process of 
designing the kitchen and counter layout which will be the 
focal point in the café. 

The new community room will be available for hire, 
whether it be for a small yoga class, parent and toddler 
group or craft sessions.

Work has also begun on transforming the tennis courts, 
nearest to the skate park, into a Multi Use Games Activity 
Unit (MUGA). The MUGA will be available for hire from 
the Town Council once complete. The area can be hired 
for tennis, basketball, netball, football and any many other 
sporting activities. The courts will be floodlit so activities 
can be held in the winter months. 

The refurbishment works will continue in to Spring 2021,  
so watch this space for updates on the progress.

Pavilion and  
MUGA Update
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In the dealership,
online and on the phone

money-back guarantee
on all used cars*

Available at
bristolstreet.co.uk

bristolstreet.co.uk

Ford Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
Call 0330 096 0795

*Applies to all used, ex-demonstrator and pre-registered cars ordered and delivered from 6 November 2020 that are delivered via home delivery or via 'click and collect' at a dealership without the customer having had the opportunity to test drive it. 
Customers in this position can return the car to the dealership within 14 days from delivery/collection and receive a full refund (and cancellation of any finance arranged through us) provided that it is returned in the same condition with all keys, manuals 
etc and with no more than 500 miles usage. The customer will be responsible for arranging return to the dealership and for any costs of doing so. If the V5 has not yet been received by the customer and cannot be returned with the car, a sum of £250 
shall be retained from the refund until such time as the original V5 is provided, or the dealership is able to submit the registered keeper change online. Any part-exchange vehicles will be paid at the agreed valuation unless a return of the part-exchange 
vehicle is agreed. Any return of the part-exchange vehicle would be without any liability for the condition of the part-exchange. Excludes commercial vehicles and bikes. Library images for illustration purposes only. Bristol Street Motors Ford is a trading 
name of Bristol Street First Investments Limited. Company registration number 00251237. VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered o�ce: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 0XA.

Now only £4,990

15 Plate
Kia Picanto
1.25 2 Ecodynamics 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Air Conditioning • Low Mileage

Now only £5,600

14 Plate
Hyundai i20
1.2 Active 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Bluetooth • Very Low Mileage

Now only £8,300

18 Plate
Ford KA+
Zetec 5dr
Alloy Wheels • CD Player • Air Conditioning

Now only £9,000

17 Plate
Ford Ecosport
Titanium 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Climate Control • Half Leather Interior

Now only £9,490

67 Plate
Ford Fiesta
1.0 Ecoboost Zetec 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Quick Clear Windscreen • Air Conditioning

Now only £10,150

66 Plate
Nissan Juke
1.2 Tekna 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Full Leather Interior • Satellite Navigation

Now only £12,780

67 Plate
Volkswagen Golf
1.4 TSi SE 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Air Conditioning • Satellite Navigation

Now only £13,800

18 Plate
Ford Focus
1.0 125PS ST-Line 5dr
Alloy Wheels • Quick Clear Windscreen • Satellite Navigation

Now only £15,800

68 Plate
Ford Kuga
2.0 TDCi 180PS Titanium 5dr
Cruise Control • Climate Control • Quick Clear Windscreen



Boundry Review

Views welcome on 
boundary review

Residents and business people in Morpeth are 
being given the chance to comment and express 
their views on proposals being put forward to 
extend a town centre conservation area that was 
first drawn up four decades ago, writes Ian Leech.
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Boundry Review

It was then that Castle Morpeth 
Borough Council as it was as 
the time, became one of the 
first local authorities in the 
land to respond to a new Act of 
Parliament aimed at conserving 
as well as enhancing, the mix 
of history and heritage that 
gives towns like Morpeth their 
special characteristics and 
distinctive identity that make 
them desirable places to live, 
work and visit.

What made Morpeth such a prime 
candidate for an early designation as a 
conservation area is its history written in 
existing buildings and their distribution 
around town, dating right back to the 
days nearly one thousand years ago 
when Norman supporters of William the 
Conqueror arrived in the area to build the 
first castle on Ha’Hill.

On through the years, notable buildings 
such as the 13th Century Chantry, the 
Clock Tower from the early 1600s, and the 
Town Hall which was completed in 1714, 
as well as the more mundane burgage 
plots, medieval streets with their curious 
yards and alleyways, Georgian and 
Victorian properties, all helped to shape 
the outline of the town as it exists today.

Another constant feature which has 
continued to flow through the years 
dominating life in Morpeth, is the River 
Wansbeck with its adjoining walks, parks 
and open spaces which add so much 
charm to the town.

Morpeth, therefore, was a perfect 
fit for designation as one of the new 
conservation areas which celebrate 
and champion the distinctiveness and 
importance of a town, and inform and 
actively manage change by recognising, 
strengthening and conserving the 
elements that combined to make it such 
a special place, as opposed to simply 
discouraging and preventing change.

The original boundary of the 1970 
Morpeth Conservation Area, was focused 
around the Market Place and the routes 
that radiate out from it up Newgate 
Street to Bullers Green; through Oldgate 
to the River Wansbeck; and then along 
Bridge Street to St George’s Church 
before crossing Telford Bridge, skirting 
around the edge of the castle and a small 
collection of buildings then looping back 
to include the 19th Century Courthouse 
opposite Carlisle Park.

Forty years on the Town Council – with 
the support of Northumberland County 
Council – decided the time was right for 
a review and update of the conservation 
area.  So Edinburgh-based Land Use 

Consultants (LUC) produced an Appraisal 
of the Morpeth Conservation Area which 
was adopted by the Town and County 
Councils last year.

Now, commissioned again by the Town 
Council, LUC has produced a report 
proposing several extensions of the 
original tightly-drawn Conservation Area 
boundary.  This is available as a very 
readable document now released for 
public consultation.

The LUV Review identifies areas beyond 
the current boundary that share a 
common character with the existing 
conservation area and so strengthen and 
enhance it.

Basically, the extensions proposed can be 
divided into eight sub-areas.  They are:-

•  The north approach to the town where 
it is suggested the boundary should be 
extended to include Pottery Bank and 
North Place

•  High Stanners where the consultants 
propose the boundary should be 
extended west across the River 
Wansbeck

•  The west approach with a boundary 
extension stretching from Oldgate to 
include the lower part of Curly Kews

•  The riverside to include the area 
between Oldgate and Bridge Street

•  Carlisle Park and Castles – an extension 
south of the river to include the park 
and the castles

•  The south approach to include Castle 
Bank and then east behind the 
Courthouse

•  Bridge Street backlands which include 
the terraces off Burnside, Stanley 
Terrace and Horlsey Buildings

•  Manchester Street, Dacre Street and 
Howard Road

The reasons behind the proposed 
boundary changes are fully set out and 
explained in the public consultation 
document that can be read by logging on 
to the website -morpeth-conservation-
area-review-luc.hub.arcgis.com

There is a link on the same website to 
allow residents and businesses to provide 
their feedback views to the consultants.

The consultation runs through to January 
8th next year after which the proposals 
informed by public responses, will be 
written into the existing Conservation 
Area Appraisal and the amended 
appraisal will be put forward first by  
the Town Council and then by the  
County Council.  Once adopted the revised 
Consultation Area will be used to inform 
and guide development in Morpeth  
town centre.

Councillor Nic Best, who chairs the 
Morpeth Town Council Planning 
Committee, told Inside Morpeth: “The 
town centre Conservation Area recognises 
and values the history and heritage of our 
town written in the architectural detail 
and locations of buildings – not just the 
notable ones like the Chantry and Town 
Hall, but down to the humblest workshops 
behind the shop fronts.

“But we need your thoughts and local 
knowledge to make sure these extensions 
help tell Morpeth’s story properly.  Please 
do take time to look at the consultation 
document and let us have your thoughts.

“You can add notes directly on to the 
inter-active map on the consultation 
website – just like adding post-it notes to 
a map in a Town Hall consultation – or 
you can contribute more substantial 
comments and information.” 

Stepping stones across the River Wansbeck
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Home Instead

Winter pressures in the NHS 
come every year but this year it 
will be particularly challenging 
due to coronavirus. Although 
(perhaps surprisingly) A&E 
attendances are at their lowest 
in the winter months, the 
number of people requiring 
hospital care for things like 
respiratory conditions or other 
conditions affected by the cold 
increases. 

Many of those most affected tend to be 
older and more vulnerable with increased 
care needs as much as a medical need. 
For example, for those over the age of 75 
years there is a greater than 80 per cent 
chance of needing admission from A&E, 
whereas for the under 30, it is less than  
20 per cent. 

So how can we address this?

By being aware of potential warning signs 
that may lead to hospitalisation we can 
potentially reduce hospitalisation. In the 
past few months many enquiries to Home 
Instead have been due to ‘crisis/distress’ 
type situations and sadly, we also are 
contacted quite regularly where a person 
has been admitted to hospital following a 
fall or other issue arising.  

What causes hospitalisation?

There are some well-known ‘warning 
signs’ that can indicate a higher risk of 
hospitalisation. For example:

Missed doctors appointments, slips, trips 
and falls, inactivity, social isolation or 
depression, problems with cooking or 
house-keeping, worsening of chronic 
conditions, deterioration of health or 
confusion caused by dementia.

How do we address this?

We have a shorthand at Home Instead -  
‘5 Ways to prevent hospitalisation’ :

Doctors orders - encourage older 
people to follow doctors advice. Our 
CAREGivers are trained to spot ‘red flag’ 
changes in health and can also help with 
transportation to appointments and 
medication management.

Maintain a healthy Diet - 
encourage a balanced an healthy diet; 
plenty of fresh vegetables, oily fish and 
starchy foods, like wholegrain bread, 
pasta and rice. Reduce sugar & eat lot’s of 
fibre!  

Keep mentally and physically 
active - Encourage activity– simple 
exercises such as walking or gardening 
helps build muscle strength and prevent 
falls. Keep the brain active through 

activities such as drawing, doing a puzzle. 

Keep hydrated - Dehydration can 
cause falls so drink plenty of fluids - 
around 1.5 litres of fluid a day. Limit 
alcohol intake.

Companionship - Research shows 
that loneliness and social isolation are 
harmful to our health, so encourage  
social activities. Ideas include joining a 
social club or volunteering to reach out  
to others. 

Let’s work together…

•  Encourage older people to get the right 
home support

•  Help prevent ‘crisis’ moments of falls 
and hospital admissions

• Reduce pressure on NHS

• Keep people living at home for longer

Dementia Friendly Morpeth

Finally - I wanted to say how much in 
need the Alzheimer’s Society are at the 
moment due to the pressures of the 
Coronavirus situation. Why not raise 
some funds? Home Instead does a 
Memory Walk every year and this year we 
did a safe and socially distanced walk in 
family groups.

We raised £525 for the Alzheimer’s 
Society!

Warning signs that may 
avoid a trip to hospital
By Guy Kirk, Director of Home Instead Senior Care
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L i ve  we l l , your  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

Contact us on: 01670 208692 
homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland

independently owned and operated
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A warm welcome will 
await new home owners!
Two local businesses are joining 
forces to make sure occupants 
of a housing development  
on the outskirts of Morpeth, 
enjoy the warmest of welcomes 
when they move into their  
new homes.

Husband and wife team Alan and 
Victoria Fleming have started work on 
the construction of what will be a private, 
gated development of eight exceptional 
bungalows at Stannington Station, the  
first of which will be ready for occupation 
next spring.

And waiting to greet the new home 
owners when they move in, will be a 
luxury hamper of local goodies from  
the nearby award-winning Moor House 
Farm Shop owned and run by Ian and 
Victoria Byatt.

Their family which has farmed in the 
area for generations, owns two mixed 
arable farms that rear the beef, pork and 
lamb sold in the farm shop along with a 
vast selection of top quality home-grown, 
home-made and locally sourced produce.

As Ian said: “We are delighted to be 
working with another local company 
and are looking forward to taking this 
opportunity to introduce ourselves to our 
new neighbours when they move into 
their Altoria homes.”

The Ridge Grove bungalows will be 
the second Altoria development at 
Stannington Station following on from 
Alan and Victoria’s first successful venture 
into house building at Furrow Grove, 
directly opposite the farm shop.

There, 14 bungalows were quickly sold 
off-plan and the couple are confident their 
second development at Stannington will 
prove just as popular with home-buyers.

The properties will be built to a high 
specification with underfloor heating 
throughout, bespoke kitchens with a 
choice of stone worktops and integrated 
appliances, internal oak doors, three 
double bedrooms with a Villeroy and Boch 
bathroom and ensuite furniture.  Flooring 
through the properties, double garages 
and landscaping are all included in the 
initial purchase price.

In between the Stannington developments, 

Altoria built a further four bungalows  
at Blyth.

“We are creating a thriving community 
at Stannington where we are keen to help 
and sustain local business and services, so 
we were delighted when Ian and Victoria 
Byatt agreed to supply us with hampers 
to present to our new home owners,” said 
Victoria Fleming.

“The farm shop is a great asset to the 
local area, stocking so much home-made 
or made-in-Northumberland, produce, 
and has already proved so popular with 
our home-owners living in our first 
Stannington development.”

Reservations are now being taken for the 
Ridge Grove development at Stannington 
Station. Contact details for further 
information are  - telephone (01670) 
432603; or info@altoriadevelopment.co.uk 
or www.altoriadevelopment.co.uk

Altoria

Ian and Victoria Byatt ready to present Alan and Vicky Fleming’s new Altoria home owners with a hamper
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Morpeth newsagent Chris 
Guy is planning to tap into 
a new market by offering a 
wide selection of craft ales 
for sale from firm-favourite 
northern breweries, at his 
Abbey Meadows shop on  
the Kirkhill Estate.
Chris has converted a corner of his 
Beaumont News agency into a bottle shop 
to stock cans and bottles of ales from 
popular local and regional independent 
brewers, as well as a selection of draught 
beers that will regularly be on tap for 
customers to purchase, 

They will be able to have a litre glass 
bottle bought from the shop - or they can 
supply their own – filled with one of the 
draught ales available in the bottle room, 
which, of course, can then be re-filled 
time and time again.

Five niche regional breweries – Allendale, 
Almasty, First and Last, Anarchy and Full 
Circle – will be featured at the bottle shop 
which will start with two kegs on tap after 

it is formally opened by the Mayor of 
Morpeth, Councillor David Bawn.

Chris and his son Ross who is helping 
set up the new venture, will also stock 
products from the Wylam, Errant, 
Alnwick, Hadrian Border, Two By Two, 
Northern Alchemy, Twice Brewed, 
Muckle Brewing, Tyne Bank Brewery 
and the Rigg and Furrow local brewers 
as they showcase the very best of 
Northumberland and Tyneside  
craft beers.

“We will initially start with two kegs on 

draught and, if the idea proves popular, 

we could add more in time,” said Ross.

Chris has been running the newsagents 

and convenience store on the Kirkhill 

Estate for 18 years, and will, of course, 

continue to do that, getting up at 4am 

every morning to set off on a 50-mile 

daily four-hour round trip to deliver 

newspapers, and often essentials such as 

bread and milk, to his regular customers 

living as far apart as Linton, Longhirst 

Colliery, Mitford and Clifton.

“As retailers we are all having to adapt to 

a changing market and we are confident 

that what we are doing to offer and 

showcase niche craft ales from regional 

brewers both in bottles and cans as well 

as on tap, will prove popular with our 

customers,” said Chris.

The Beaumont News bottle shop will be 

open seven days a week from Monday 

December 14th.
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Beaumont News 
Bottle Shop

For more than 36 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and 
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order

with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared.

Indian Takeaway

Established 1983

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

For the safety of customers 
and sta� only three people 

allowed in the shop at a time.
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Abdul Muhit & Sta�

Tapping into a niche ale market!

Chris Guy launching a new craft ales venture at his 
Morpeth newsagents
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Laura Anderson

01670 516113
1A NEWGATE STREET, MORPETH

OPENING TIMES

TUE 9AM-5PM / WED 9AM-5PM / THU 9AM-7PM
FRI 9AM-6PM / SAT 9AM-4PM

H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

She Hairdryer 
At just £80 these hairdryers 
are fabulous at providing great 
results on all hair types. The 
dryers are so powerful that 
they give fast blowing time.  
The heat is also well controlled 
so it never burns or over-heats 
the hair. We use them all the 
time in our Salon because they 
are so reliable.

She Flat Iron 
Medium size is £60; larger size 
is £70. Brand new technology 
and heating plates give these 
irons the cutting edge when it 
comes to straightening, curling 
or waxing your hair, making 
sure you have gorgeous hair 
that lasts and holds your style.

Olaplex 
This product is the market 
leader when it comes to hair 
care. It re-builds the hair 
from within, leaving it feeling 
strong and fully restored.

Stocking Fillers  
Revlon Unique £10 (leave-
in conditioner and heat 
protector); Revlon Volume 
£9 (leave-in giving volume 
and a longer lasting style); 
Clay £2 (great for short styles, 
creating texture); Shampoo 
and Conditioner gift sets from 
just £15.

Gift Vouchers  
Your loved ones will always 
need their hair done at some 
time in the year, so vouchers 
make an ideal present with-
a-difference. Remember also, 
that buying a gift voucher 
is a great way to support 
local businesses which have 
had such a tough time this 
year because of Covid-19 
lockdowns.

If you need any help picking 
out a wonderful why not pop 
into the Salon and we will 
be only too happy to help. 
We wish all Inside Morpeth 
readers and your families, a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and above all, Healthy 
New Year.

Laura’s great ideas for  
Christmas presents

Laura and staff

Stuck on what to buy as a Christmas 
present this year, then our columnist 
Laura Anderson can come to the help 
of our Inside Morpeth readers. 

As she says, if you are shopping for your wife, girlfriend, daughter, 
mother or friend then she has some great hair care ideas that will 
show a lot of thought has gone in to choosing their gift.
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