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Editor of Inside Morpeth

Ian Leech

Like the rest of the businesses in Morpeth it’s great to be 
back doing what we do best and that’s looking after and 
serving the people of our town in our own unique ways.   
In our case at Inside Morpeth that’s bringing you news  
about the town in our special publication that is the only  
one delivered free through every local door.

Lockdown has been so tough for every business in Morpeth 
and sadly there are some that have not survived.  But the vast 
majority are back and some have virtually not gone away at all, 
having carried on providing the essential services Morpethians 
have needed so badly at a time when many did not know 
whether they would have a business to re-open once the worse 
of the coronavirus pandemic had passed.

Credit to them and others who have found imaginative ways 
to keep going to look after their customers.  We know, for 
instance, of food shops that while not being able to welcome 
their customers into their premises, have gone to their homes 
to deliver telephoned orders.  Then there are the restaurants, 
take-aways, cafes and coffee shops that have been making and 
preparing meals to be collected or delivered to customers’ own 
doorsteps, that all deserve the same credit for being there when 
the people of Morpeth needed them most.

There are also plenty of stories of local people helping out their 
neighbours or older family members to literally get their daily 
bread and other provisions when they couldn’t leave their 
homes because they were shielding themselves from the most 
deadly virus to sweep the country for generations.

Now the lockdown restrictions have been gently eased all those 
businesses which did so much for the people of Morpeth, need 
you to support them like never before.  They need you our 
readers and residents of Morpeth to shop local so they can get 
back on their feet. When you needed the businesses of Morpeth 
to be there for you they were, and now they need you to do the 
same for them!

46 SAVED FOR THE FUTURE

Front cover: Local business owners Dave Harrison, Chris Mitchell,  
Lee Richardson and Wendy Smith urging support from Morpeth residents
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As Britain was ordered into lockdown by 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson towards 
the end of March, shops, offices and 
businesses; pubs, cafes, coffee shops 
and restaurants; sporting, recreational, 
cultural and leisure facilities; and even 
churches and places of worship were 
closed down almost overnight across 
England as life as we know it came to 
an abrupt halt – and Morpeth was no 
different to anywhere else.

Five months on England is still in the grip 
of a virus which has quite literally swept 
around the world, yet signs are slowly 
emerging that the country is getting back 
to something approaching a new kind of 
‘normality’ that we are all going to have to 
get used to for the foreseeable months or 
even years ahead – social distancing, face 
masks and all!

As lockdown is gradually being eased 
by the Government, Inside Morpeth has 
been talking to four prominent local 
businesspeople to see how they have 
personally fared during the current crisis; 
how they think Morpeth has generally 
coped with the coronavirus pandemic; 
and how confident they are that it can 
recover and continue to thrive and 
prosper as a premier market town in the 
North of England thanks to the diversity 
of its independent business, its excellent 
choices of places to eat and, of course, the 
pull of Sanderson Arcade.

A number of key issues have emerged 
from our interviews and perhaps the 
first and most important, is that there is a 
steely determination among the business 
community to ensure that Morpeth  
will successfully bounce back from the 
past few months.  To help make that 

happen the owners of every shop,  
office, restaurant and take-away, café  
and coffee shop have gone to extra-
ordinary lengths to make visiting the 
town centre as safe an experience as it 
could possibly be for shoppers.

In turn, the message from the traders and 
business people is that the town needs 
the wholehearted and committed support 
of the people of Morpeth if they are to 
get back on their feet again following the 
Covid lockdown.

What is also evident is that they feel there 
needs to be some thinking outside the 
box if Morpeth is to be promoted and 
marketed as still being a great place to 
visit and shop, and a perfect example of 
that was demonstrated by hairdresser 
Dave Harrison when the Government 
gave the green light for salons to re-open 
on July 4th.

The message is - stay 
safe and shop local!
For the past few months Morpeth just like every other town, city and village in England, has 
been badly hit by the impact of the devastating coronavirus which has changed everyone’s 
way of life and sadly cost so many thousands of people their own lives writes Inside Morpeth 
Editor Ian Leech

Stay Safe 
Shop Local
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Not content with waiting for the morning 
of the fourth, Dave decided to open his 
barber’s shop in Newgate Street at one-
minute past midnight to work with his 
five-strong team right through the night 
until 6pm on the Saturday evening!   
In those 18 hours of non-stop working, 
more than 220 very appreciative 
customers had their locks trimmed and 
styled after not going near a pair of 
scissors for four months,

Dave’s imaginative thinking caught 
the attention of the press and the 
story appeared on the ITN and Sky 
national bulletins as well as on Tyne 
Tees Television; was broadcast by eight 
radio stations, and reported on by three 
national newspapers.  What pleased Dave 
as much as the publicity for his shop, 
however, was the fact the media coverage 
emphatically demonstrated that Morpeth 
was open for business again!

“Opening up at midnight wasn’t just 
about looking after our customers old and 
new, or attracting publicity for Dave the 
Barber’s, it was about doing something 
positive for our high street here in 
Morpeth,” Dave told me.  “We care about 
Morpeth because it is such a wonderful 
town to shop and work in and we want to 
see all our businesses recover from what 
was a dreadful time for all of us.”  

Like the other shop owners in Morpeth 
Dave and his team led by Matt Johnson, 
meticulously planned for their re-opening 
by taking out the customers’ seating; 
moving two chairs into a second newly-
created cutting area to comply with 
social-distancing requirements; equipping 
all the barbers with masks and protective 
equipment; installing hand sanitisers;  
and ensuring each customer is given a 
gown to be used by them once-only  
before being safely disposed of.  Dave 
estimates that ensuring the shop is safe 
for staff and customers has come at a  
cost of around £3,000.

Across the road in Newgate Street, Wendy 
Smith who has owned the award-winning 
Café des Amis for some 10 years, also had 
to re-arrange her premises to comply 
with Government guidelines before she 
could welcome customers back.  The 
capacity of covers has had to be reduced 
in the cafe, hand sanitiser dispensers and 
protective Perspex screens fitted, and risk 
assessments carried out to ensure the 
safety of customers and staff.

“The cost of all this was high due to 
inflated prices for items like the Perspex, 
and also there were shortages which led 
to long waits for deliveries,” she said. 

At Morpeth’s flagship store Rutherfords 
in Bridge Street, owner Chris Mitchell 
has scrupulously followed Government 
guidelines, adapting them as they 

were updated.  “Specifically, we have 
introduced a one-way system around 
the store, installed hand sanitisers, and 
screens to protect staff as well as carrying 
out additional cleaning during the day,” 
he said.

“So, we have incurred additional costs 
to enable us to re-open the store, but 
unfortunately we did not qualify for the 
grants that retailers with lower rateable 
values can apply for, so as a business we 
have had to absorb those costs.”

But, like Dave and Wendy, Chris is very 
confident their premises are safe for 
customers to return to.

All agree that lockdown proved to be 
a testing time and as Wendy said: “It 
was very difficult financially due to the 
uncertainty about when we would be able 
to re-open again, the costs involved in 
doing that and what our income would be.  
The worst aspects were the uncertainty, 
the worry and the lack of information.”

Chris agreed, adding: “It was difficult to 
plan for the upcoming weeks and months 
without knowing low long the lockdown 
would go on for, and what customer 
confidence would be like once we were 
back in business.”

I did, however, detect some cautious 
optimism among them about the future of 
their own businesses as well as Morpeth 
as a town along with some hope that 
with the travel trade in turmoil so far 
as holidays abroad are concerned, more 
people are being tempted by so-called 
‘staycation’ breaks in Britain.

Dave says he has noticed an increase in 
visiting customers from Scotland, Teesside 
and North Yorkshire, popping in for a 
haircut whilst staying at local holiday 
parks.  Like the others he has also picked 
up on the fact that people are saying they 
feel safer and more comfortable visiting 
a market town like Morpeth than going 
to large indoor shopping malls like the 
MetroCentre and Eldon Square. “The 
initial publicity about opening at midnight 
attracted some customers from Newcastle 
and Gosforth and hopefully they will stay 
with us because they are comfortable 
about coming to Morpeth and that, in 
turn, could benefit other businesses in the 
town,” he said.

“With so much uncertainty about 
travelling abroad, 2020 is the year of 
‘staycation’ and we hope visitors use 
the opportunity to explore Morpeth and 
the surrounding area,” said Chris, while 
Wendy added: “With a lot more people 
holidaying at home this year there is still 
time to see a more marked increase in the 
number of tourists.

Dave Harrison (Dave the Barbers)

Wendy Smith (Café des Amis)

Chris Mitchell (Rutherfords)

Lee Richardson (Coast Technology)

Stay Safe 
Shop Local
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“Our message to them should be 
that Morpeth is a beautiful and quite 
unique market town well worth a stop-
off to explore our shops, our gorgeous 
parks by the riverside, then eat out in 
our diverse range of cafes, coffee shops, 
pubs and restaurants.”

But as well as longing to see more 
day visitors on the streets of Morpeth, 
business owners have an unequivocal 
message for the people of the town.  
“Every part of the town needs the 
support of our residents,” said Chris 
Mitchell, while Wendy Smith went a 
step further by saying: “The fate of our 
high street retailers and businesses is 
in the residents’ hands!”

The statement ‘Use Us or Lose Us’ she 
says could not be more apt at this 
moment in time as Morpeth eases out 
of lockdown.  “Morpeth has always 
bucked the trend and has a high 
percentage of independents who are 
the backbone of retail in the town,”  
she said.

“Unfortunately, these small businesses 
do not have the financial backing of the 
big chains which are cutting jobs and 
closing stores.  Small businesses are 
not in a position to be able to do that so 
rely on residents to shop local in order 
for them to survive.”

“We have had many customers 
through the store who have said they 
are actively supporting their local 
high street,” added Chris.  “Many are 
working from home still so are using 
Morpeth for shopping rather than 
Newcastle or around their usual places 
of work.

“The fabric of the town is reliant on 
the success of the high street.  If there 
is a decline in the high street it will 
negatively affect not only house prices 
but also the desirability of Morpeth.”

Perhaps the last word should go to Lee 
Richardson, a director of Wellway-
based computer specialist’s Coast 
Technology, speaking on behalf of 
Morpeth & District Chamber of Trade, 
which he currently vice-chairs.

“The recent situation regarding 
coronavirus has posed many challenges 
for all businesses and whether they 
have had to remain open, safety has 
always been a top priority,” he said. 

“The implementation of new 
procedures has caused changes that 
no one could have foreseen and, in 
my opinion, the retraining of staff 

and ensuring that safety measures 
were met, has been one of the hardest 
challenges we have had to face.

“Morpeth traders have, however, 
shown yet again just how resilient they 
are and it is great to see shops and 
businesses open once again as well as 
to see the support from residents and 
visitors alike.

“All our traders have seen increases 
in the cost of their operations and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
highlight just how important it is that 
local residents and workers in Morpeth 
continue to support local businesses as 
the restrictions of lockdown ease.”

“As a town we are all behind the message – Stay Safe, Shop Local!”

Eating out discounts

There’s still around two weeks to go 
before the Government’s ‘Eat Out to 
Help Out’ scheme comes to an end on 
August 31st which means diners can 
take advantage of 50 percent discounts 
on meals at local restaurants, cafes, 
pubs and bars.

The aim is to encourage people to get 
out and about to enjoy a meal and a 
non-alcoholic drink from Mondays 
to Wednesdays, now that certain 
coronavirus lockdown restrictions  
have been lifted.

Diners don’t need a discount voucher 
because participating premises can 
claim the money back from the 
Government which should be paid to 
them in a few days.

A maximum discount of £10 is available 
per diner, and the scheme can be used 
as many times as people want over the 
three days.  There is no minimum spend 
and discounts will automatically be 
given at participating establishments.

According to a Government website 
more than 20 premises in and around 
the immediate vicinity of Morpeth, have 
registered to take part in the scheme.

To find out which local restaurants, 
cafes, coffee shops and bars are taking 
part in the scheme, simply log on to the 
‘Eat Out to Help Out’ website and type 
in your postcode. 

Stay Safe 
Shop Local
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Inspirational flooring
for your home

NOW PROUDLY STOCKING

Call us on 01670 517881 or visit www.castlecarpets.co.uk
Book your free measure, advice and quotation service or simply request an appointment now.
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Rutherfords

Firstly, I want to publicly thank all the Rutherford’s team for 
their dedication in ensuring the store remains safe for our 
customers. They have all worked tirelessly to adapt the store to 
new measures and working practices, I could not ask for more 
of them. The priority of the whole team is keeping colleagues 
and customers safe. That is why we have taken great care to 
put comprehensive social distancing and other Covid-19 secure 
measures in place. 

Secondly, a personal thank you to all our fantastic customers 
who have visited us since we reopened. Your loyalty means the 
world to us. You have been patient, understanding and thoughtful 

during this whole process. We appreciate your understanding 
that your shopping experience may look a little different as we 
navigate through this difficult time together. 

Finally, thank you to friends and family for their incredible 
support toward both myself, and the store throughout this crisis. 

Our customers are at the centre of everything we do, we are 
privileged to serve you and we look forward to seeing you in  
store soon. 

We hope you continue to support local independent businesses 
like ours, we need you now more than ever.

Thanks all round  
to Rutherfords 
staff and customers 
We usually use this space to promote departments or products, but as the past few months 
have been a trying time for all of us I wanted to take the opportunity to say a few words.

“Our customers are at 
the centre of everything 
we do, we are privileged 

to serve you and we 
look forward to seeing 

you in store soon.”

Chris Mitchell 
Owner, Rutherford & Co



inside Morpeth   9

Potato Day
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Sanderson  
Arcade

It really is great to be back again!
By Sanderson Arcade Manager Lottie Thompson 

It feels great to be back! Not 
just here at the Arcade but also 
to see other businesses and 
organisations across the whole 
town getting back to some sort 
of normality after the easing  
of the lockdown throughout  
the summer. 

Whilst most of our retailers reopened 
from June 15th I would like to pay tribute 
to those essential retailers who were 
permitted to open and who’s teams 
worked tirelessly throughout the months 
of the lockdown – a big thank you to them 
for keeping our shoppers stocked with 
their essential goods. 

I have now taken on the role of Centre 
Manager at Sanderson Arcade and am 
looking forward to continuing the great 
work of promoting the town and shouting 
about all the wonderful things that 
Morpeth has to offer. We have always 
been proud at the Arcade to be involved 
with so many events and initiatives across 
the town. 

After a phased re-opening through June 
and July all our businesses are now back 
open and trading here at the Arcade, with 
all the necessary safety measures in place 
of course. 

The latest businesses to be welcomed  
back are Barluga and Healthlands  
Ladies Fitness who both reopened at the 
end of July. 

It really is lovely to see our store teams 
back at work and whilst things may 
feel a little different for a while there 
is no change in the warm welcome 
our shoppers will always receive here 
at Sanderson Arcade. Our stores have 
quickly adapted to the new situation and 
it really has been nice over recent weeks 
to see the centre coming back to life again, 
to see people enjoy a coffee or a glass of 
wine in the sunshine and safely enjoying 
socialising and shopping once again. 

In recent weeks we have made a few 
changes, improvements have been made 
to the bus station concourse area and we 
have also been busy painting along the 
gallery. I hope you will have noticed the 

lovely colourful umbrella display we have 
installed along the gallery as a cheery 
welcome to our shoppers. 

Some of our stores have changed their 
opening times so we would urge all our 
shoppers to plan their trip and check 
opening times, we keep them regularly 
updated on the Sanderson Arcade website 
and last minute changes are also posted 
on our social media channels. 

We are also pleased to be welcoming two 
new businesses at Sanderson Arcade – so 
watch this space! 

Events are going to look a little bit 
different for now, but we have been  
really pleased to see our markets 
returning to Morpeth and I know that’s 
something that is really welcomed by  
the town’s shoppers. 

Please keep an eye on our social media channels and website  
www.sandersonarcade.co.uk and we look forward to welcoming you soon.

Lottie Thompson – the new manager of Sanderson Arcade
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HMRC’s latest pensions flexibility statistics 
show that over £31 million was reclaimed 
in overpaid tax during the first quarter 
of 2019 by just over 12,500 claimants1. 
Since Pension Freedoms were introduced 
in April 2015, the total payments over this 
period were just over £2.05 billion made to 
284,000 people2. This means that just over 
4.4% of those taking benefits flexibly made 
an in-year tax reclaim – a low percentage 
which could indicate many are missing out.

Indeed, concerns continue to grow 
for those who choose to draw on their 
pension savings without taking advice. 
Drawdown demands a different mindset 
to that needed by those who retire with an 
annuity, as it requires individuals to plan 
their own investment strategy and ensure 
that withdrawals are sustainable. And 
while the majority are taking a sensible 
approach, the minority are withdrawing 
pension funds at rates that could see this 
money run out in a decade or less. And if 
they’re relying solely on the State Pension 
to see them through their later years, they 
will have to accept that their standard of 
living is going to drop significantly.

The State Pension provides a limited 
income (£168.60 for a single person, 
per week, based on a full NI record in 
the 2019/2020 tax year), which falls 
drastically short of what is really needed 
to fund a comfortable lifestyle. 

So how do we avoid poverty in retirement? 
First, decide how large a fund you will 
need. One method is to multiply your 
target retirement income by 25. For 
example, if you think you’ll need £25,000 
a year, aim for a fund of £625,000.

Next, select the most appropriate 
investment vehicles to help achieve your 
goal. Property, investment bonds and ISAs 
have all proved popular over recent years 

In a world of low interest rates, ever-changing legislation and increasing life 
expectancy, useful guidance on retirement planning is a necessity.

A DV E RT I S I N G  F E AT U R E

A R E  YO U  RU N N I N G  
T H E  R I S K  O F  O U T L I V I N G 

YO U R  S AV I N G S ?

but don’t offer the same degree of tax 
breaks as a pension. 

To help avoid running out of money, 
selecting a balanced and well-diversified 
investment portfolio is critical, but 
knowing how much money to take 
from a drawdown policy is arguably of  
greater importance.

For further information, or to arrange a no 
obligation meeting, contact The Morpeth 
Practice on the details below.

The value of an investment with  
St. James’s Place will be directly linked to 
the performance of the funds selected and 
may fall as well as rise. You may get back 
less than the amount invested. 

The levels and bases of taxation and  
reliefs from taxation, can change at any 
time and are generally dependent on 
individual circumstances. 

1 HMRC data, May 2019
2  HMRC Flexible Payments from  
Pensions: April 2019

RETIREES WITH A 
DRAWDOWN PENSION 
SHOULD SEEK ADVICE 
WHEN CALCULATING 

WITHDRAWALS.

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products.  

The ‘St. James’s Place Partnership’ and titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

H2SJP33634 11/19

THE MORPETH PRACTICE LTD
Senior Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

Tel: 01670 505333 
Email: advice@themorpethpractice.co.uk
Web: www.themorpethpractice.co.uk



Morpeth Station

Station opening just the ticket for Morpeth!
Delayed by the onset of the coronavirus lockdown, the formal opening of the new-look 
Morpeth Railway Station is now set to take place in September providing there are no local 
spikes in the disease writes Ian Leech.

Sir Peter Hendy, chairman of Network 
Rail, is scheduled to travel north to 
Morpeth at the beginning of the  
month to carry out the opening in what 
will be an invitation-only ceremony 
in line with the Government’s social 
distancing guidelines.

He had been due to visit Morpeth in June 
but had to postpone his trip because of 
lockdown restrictions on travel.

The other good news for Morpeth is that 
there has been a surge of interest in 
taking over the commercial space created 
by the £2.3 million project to repair, 
refurbish and modernise the station as 
well as bringing back into use abandoned 
space in the main trackside building.

Greater Morpeth Development Trust 
(GMDT) which has led the station 
partnership team throughout the project, 
says negotiations are nearing completion 
with an operator to take over the café 
inside the main building as well as 
another to run a taxi-service from the 
caboose-style office which has been built 
in the forecourt.

Potential tenants are also in discussions 
with the Trust to move into at least five of 
the seven offices which have been created 
over two floors of the station building 
which has Grade II Listed Building status.

Letting the offices and café as well as 
opening a new ticket office for travellers, 
also had to be put on hold when the 
country was locked down to try to 
control the spread of Covid-19.

For the past seven years GMDT has 
worked with its partners on the project to 
transform the station which is one of the 
last great examples of Victorian railway 
architectural heritage along the main east 
coast line from London to Edinburgh.

Those funding partners are the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, the Railway Heritage Trust, 
Northumberland County Council, Network 
Rail, Arriva North and the North East 
Rural Growth Network,

The station was opened in 1846 during 
the pioneering days of rail travel after 
being designed for the Newcastle & 
Berwick Railway Company by the 
renowned Victoria architect Benjamin 
Green who along with his father John was 
responsible for other iconic North East 
structures such as the Theatre Royal and 
Grey’s Monument in Newcastle.

Great care has been taken to retain or 
restore the classic features of the old 
building including its 15 tall chimneys 
which gave the station its distinctive 
look, at the same time as creating a 
modern and functional transport hub  
for today’s passengers travelling to and 
from Morpeth.

“What we on the verge of achieving 
as a partnership at Morpeth Railway 
Station, is, we believe, something quite 
outstanding,” said GMDT’s Chief  
Executive David Lodge.  

“We don’t know of any other Victorian 
station still in use as a passenger hub 
along the East Coast main line, that is 
anything quite like Morpeth in terms of its 
history and heritage.

“Morpeth is a magnificent old building 
that dates back to the very beginnings 
of rail travel across this country, so to 
see it restored to its former glory is truly 
remarkable and a credit to all those 
involved in its conservation, restoration 
and transformation.  We can’t wait to see 
it fully operational again and being used 
by the people of Morpeth and all those 
rail travellers using it as a gateway to 
Northumberland to enjoy their visits  
to the county.

“The development of an enterprise hub, 
managed workspace and offices, and 
much-needed cafe and taxi office are an 
imaginative use of vacant space in the 
station building, that will create new jobs 
and employment opportunities in the 
town at a time when Morpeth is anxious 
to bounce back from the setbacks of the 
Covid-19 lockdown.

“The opening of the station couldn’t 
be happening at a better time to give 
Morpeth a further boost to getting its 
economy back on its feet!”

12   inside Morpeth
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Unrivalled range
of Art Materials

Specialist Papers

Journals

Handmade Books

‘We want to inspire our
customers to do great things and
enjoy their artistic experience’

specialist
art shop

M o r p e t h

Order online

click & collect
service

SHOP OPEN
TUESDAY – SATURDAY

10am – 2pm

1 Chantry Place,
Morpeth,

Northumberland,
NE61 1PJ

01670 515559
lateralart.co.uk



The Morpeth 
Practice

Trying to put the past few months 
into words would be pretty tough.  
Here at The Morpeth Practice 
we are so conscious that the 
coronavirus has resulted in the 
unthinkable for some people, with 
many losing family members and 
friends over the past four months.  
Our thoughts are with anyone who 
has experienced that impact on 
such a personal level.

The change of pace and lifestyle has 
been something that we have all had to 
get used to and the ‘new normal’ seems 
to alter every day, but hopefully it feels 
like we are starting to get back to a more 
comfortable way of living.

Things we have long taken for granted 
seem like a luxury now – a supermarket 
without a queue or not having to stand 
outside on the high street waiting to have 
a mess of ‘lockdown hair’ finally trimmed!

Life seems a little more generic too, 
although somehow a conversation over 
Zoom or from behind a mask does not 
really have the same zest and spontaneity 
that ‘normal’ offers us.

It is the same for business and at The 
Morpeth Practice we look forward to the 
day when we are back with ‘face-to-face’ 
meetings with clients new and old. We 
have embraced technology to ensure we 
stay on the front foot for clients though 

and while Zoom calls have become the 
norm we are yet to master the art of 
ending them and saying ‘goodbye’ without 
a long awkward pause, coupled with a 
look of bewilderment as we attempt to 
locate the ‘end call’ button.

Our record for the amount of ‘byes’  
at the end of a call currently stands at 
nine.  Impressive, yet uncomfortable all 
the same.

Finally though, after what seems like an 
eternity, we are back in our office again. 
Our team has really bought into the 
changes required to get our workplace 
back open. The hand sanitisers and 
wipes have been bought in bulk and the 
rigorous cleaning has begun.

So, we look forward to welcoming 
both new and familiar faces back to 
our beautiful old building next to the 
Waterford Arms. Appleby House has 
survived some testing times over many 
years and this is just another she will see 
come and go.  See you soon!

#localheroes
During lockdown all of us at The Morpeth 
Practice were big supporters of the Clap 
for Carers campaign and anyone driving 
past our office Appleby House by the side 
of the Waterford Arms, would have seen it 
illuminated in blue every Thursday.

Nothing we can do can possibly repay 
NHS staff and key workers for their 

exceptional dedication and bravery over 
the last few months, but we wanted to 
demonstrate our appreciation as much  
as possible.

With this in mind, we have decided  
to hand over our box at St James’ Park  
for the first Newcastle United game  
when fans are allowed back into the 
stadium.  So, we are donating the tickets 
to the Northumbria NHS Healthcare 
Foundation Trust to distribute to staff  
and key workers.

Having put out the information on our 
social media channels, we were delighted 
that several local radio stations picked up 
on our campaign and supported the idea.   
Our aim now, is to get as many other box-
holders as possible to follow suit which 
could potentially see more than 2,000 
NHS staff being wined and dined at a 
Newcastle United game next season when 
the doors finally open again.

We are delighted that Dean Taxis have 
already decided to follow suit and will 
donate their hospitality to Tiny Lives.

It is a small token of our appreciation but 
could turn into a much bigger show of 
gratitude if others follow our example.  
We promise to wine and dine our ‘guests’ 
but as it is Newcastle United we can not 
make any promise on the match result!

Finally, and most importantly, to all NHS 
staff and key workers – Thank You!

Back to the ‘new normal’

14   inside Morpeth
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TRUSTED FINANCIAL ADVICE  
THE NFU MUTUAL WAY

Promotional Feature

FinancialAdvicePromo_210x297_0719.indd   1 07/08/2019   14:04

Mark Grainger, 
NFU Mutual Financial Adviser 

NFU Mutual, Unit 6, Telford Court, Loansdean, Morpeth, NE61 2DB 
Tel 01670 511 252 | morpeth@nfumutual.co.uk 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation 
Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 

BOOM-ADV-0819  D-CDCA8FED 

In an environment of ever increasing bank 
and building society closures, particularly in 
market towns, NFU Mutual continues to excel in 
providing a full financial planning service. We 
are able to provide excellent customer service 
through our local agency offices, which give our 
financial advisers the ability to meet with 
customers on a face to face basis, a rarity these 
days. 

One of the particular areas where it may now be 
difficult to obtain quality advice is about providing 
protection for family or business. 

NFU Mutual can offer a variety of life and critical 
illness policies through our partnership with AIG. 
A staggering 42% of people with a mortgage do not 
have life insurance in place, leaving little reassurance 
should the primary breadwinner of a family die 
prematurely. In a similar fashion many business 
loans or overdrafts are not adequately protected, 
leaving businesses vulnerable. 

Mark Grainger, (pictured) operates out of the 
Morpeth Office and is available to meet customers on 
a face to face basis in order to give the crucial advice 
that is necessary in this essential, but often neglected 
area of financial planning. Alternatively, for those 
customers who prefer to have an initial chat over the 
phone, NFU Mutual has an excellent team of agency 
staff who are happy to discuss your requirements. 

Mark Grainger is also able to give advice on many 
other areas of financial planning, whether it be simple 
pension and ISA planning, or more complex areas 
such as pension transfers, SIPPs and investment 
trusts. 

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on 
NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the advice services 
and the charges. Financial advice is provided by 
NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd. 
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Unit  2B,  Coopies F ield,  Coopies Lane Ind Est ,  Morpeth,  NE61 6JT

VISIT US AT OUR HEATING CENTRE SHOWROOM

WWW.VERTECHS.CO.UKFREE SITE SURVEYS & ESTIMATES

We o�er an extensive range of 
modern and tradit ional  products,  
many of which you can v iew at 
our showroom. 

We’ l l  help you make informed 
decis ions on the best heat ing 
source for your requirements.

INSTALLING SOLID FUEL HEATING SYSTEMS SINCE 1989

T. 01670 505766
E. info@vertechs.co.uk 

STYLISH 
MODERN 

STOVES NOT
ONLY HEAT 

YOUR HOME
EFFICIENTLY -  
THEY LOOK
GOOD TOO
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TUTORING
WITH PROVEN
RESULTS

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929 or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

All GCSE & A-level subjects, including
Maths, English & Science.

Entrance exams, SAT's, GCSE & A-levels

Home schooling and adult learning

Help to catch up on missed schooling

EXPERIENCED

TEAM O
F TUTORS

www.maximizeeducation.com 32a Newgate Street Morpeth NE61 1BA

Individual tuition can make a huge 
difference to a student’s confidence and 
academic success, but finding the right 
tutor is not always easy. 

The Maximize Education Concept began 
over 15 years ago. 

We wanted to professionalise out-of-
school tuition services, so that parents 
could be assured that tutors were  
fully qualified, DBS checked and  
had undergone safe recruitment 
procedures, while ensuring professional 
tutors could work within a dedicated, 
fully-equipped environment with access 
to ongoing training opportunities and 
personal development. 

We also wanted parents and students to 
be able to access as many subject tutors 
as they needed for individual tuition 
within one place, so that subjects could 
be alternated or rotated as required to 
ensure convenience and best use of time 
and money.

But most importantly, we wanted 
students to enjoy their tuition, reduce 
their learning or examination anxiety, 

build their confidence, and nurture their 
learning journey so they could achieve 
their absolute best.

Our first centre opened in Gosforth, 
shortly followed by the Morpeth Tuition 
Centre, based at 32a Newgate Street. 
Maximized Education is now a team 
of twelve highly qualified educators, 
covering an extensive range of subjects 
from Key Stage 2 through to A-level, in 
addition to undergraduate support and 
adult learning and alternative education 
provision for home-schoolers.

Tutors deliver both supportive and 
examination focused tuition using  
proven methods, developed and perfected 
to ‘Nurture Knowledge and Maximize 
Success.’ All tuition is delivered  
one-to-one with an individual learning 
programme put in place for each student 
whether they attend the centre in person 
or take online tutorials.

The events of 2020 have provoked 
dramatic changes in the way education 
is delivered. We have spent lockdown 
gaining further qualifications ourselves 

and developing our online  
learning platform to compliment 
individual tutorials. 

The centre has also undergone an 
extensive refurbishment to ensure 
Covid-19 safety for our staff and students. 
We have put in place individual (self-
contained) tuition pods, complete with 
2 metre distancing between student and 
tutor, desk screens and hand sanitising 
stations. Stationery and resources are 
provided for each student individually 
and all staff wear face shields and masks. 
Tuition pods are sanitized after each 
student and timetables are staggered to 
assist social distancing.

Maximizing those new learning opportunities
Christine Jamieson of Morpeth-based Maximize Education explains how their one-to-one tuition concept can 
benefit students and pupils of all ages, especially after missing classroom lessons for six months.

Individual tuition is available at 
the Morpeth Centre or online, 
between:

Monday to Friday, 9am – 8.30pm  
Saturdays, 10am – 4pm

If you have any concerns over 
missed education this year and are 
considering tuition, get in touch.

Maximize 
Education



Altoria

Luxury living in Stannington
Husband and wife team 
Alan and Victoria Fleming 
of Altoria Development, are 
returning to Stannington 
Station to build more of 
their stunning, executive 
bungalows.

The couple began their development 
venture in 2016 with a passion to build 
bespoke bungalows in the North-East.  
From Morpeth themselves, they found 
their first development in Stannington 
Station and obtained planning permission 
for fourteen bungalows at Furrow Grove, 
all of which were snapped up and sold 
off-plan.  

Since then they have expanded their 
portfolio to Oakfield Grove, Blyth, a 
development of four bungalows.

Alan said: “We are delighted to be 
returning to Stannington Station to build 
a ‘sister site’ to Furrow Grove. Ridge 
Grove will maintain the high quality and 
executive specification that is expected of 
Altoria Development.  

“This development has three different 
bungalow types and are all three-
bedroom homes; each home is fully 
adaptable and provides all of the benefits 
of one-storey living.”

Ridge Grove offers each buyer the 
opportunity to design their new home 
without the responsibility of managing 
a self-build.  Each new home comes 
with a high specification included as 
standard with every purchase: underfloor 
heating, internal oak doors, bespoke 
kitchen with choice of stone worktop, 
co-ordinated cabinetry and all integrated 
NEFF appliances; a separate utility room; 
Villeroy and Boch bathroom and ensuite 
furniture both fully tiled.  

Flooring included throughout with a 
Farrow and Ball colour scheme.   
Each property also includes a double 
garage with electric doors and fully 
landscaped gardens.  

Victoria explained: “Ridge Grove will 
be a gated private development of eight 
exceptional homes.  Each bungalow was 
designed to complement the nearby 
surroundings of the Northumberland 
countryside and has been placed 
delicately into the wonderful community 
of Stannington Station.  Construction is 
due to begin in August 2020.”

Stannington Station has the luxury of 
a wonderful Farm Shop and cafe with 
facilities for young children to play, 
garage and convenience store, all just 
a few minutes walk from Ridge Grove.  
Slightly further afield is the village of 
Stannington with a popular pub and 
village hall.  

Prices are from £445,000 onwards and two plots are already reserved. To request the sales literature please 
contact Altoria Development on 01670 432603 or alternatively email info@altoriadevelopment.co.uk

www.altoriadevelopment.co.uk 
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The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

TOWN CRYER!

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ 
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk 

Honoured to  
be the new 
Morpeth Mayor
It is a tremendous honour 
to be elected Mayor 
of Morpeth and it is a 
daunting task following 
on from Councillor 
Alison Byard, who has 
worked so tirelessly and 
energetically for the 
people of Morpeth and 
her chosen charity. It is 
not hyperbole to say that 
Alison has been an iconic 
Mayor and I certainly have 
big shoes to fill.

We are living through dark and 
uncertain times. The Coronavirus 
crisis has affected us all and it is fair 
to say the sacrifices we have had to 
make in our daily lives have been 
unprecedented in modern times. 
One thing which should never be 
overlooked in such times is our 
mental health. There are times 
when many of us need support and 
therefore I am pleased to announce 
that my mayoral charity this year 
will be local Morpeth charity 
Contact Mental Health.

They provide help and support to 
those in our community who have 

suffered with their mental health 
and now, more than ever, that 
support will be needed.

Although I became the Mayor, 
without the usual pomp and 
ceremony of the traditional Mayor 
making, and many of the usual 
events that the Mayor would attend 
or organise are curtailed due to the 
current crisis, I am optimistic for 
the future.

The community spirit displayed 
by so many local people has been 
truly humbling and the crisis has 
brought many of us together with 
common purpose and a resolve 
to make our community a better 
place.  As the restrictions are 
gradually lifted and we return to 
our normal lives, we will need to 
work together to ensure our town 
and our local economy recovers as 
soon as possible.  I look forward to 
working with my Deputy Mayor 
Rachael and my fellow Councillors 
to play a part in the re-awakening 
of Morpeth after its slumber and 
reaffirming and strengthening  
our town.

Councillor David Bawn 
Mayor of Morpeth

Town Cryer
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The inauguration of a new 
Mayor of Morpeth in a 
ceremonial event that has 
its links in the history and 
traditions of local governance 
dating back to the 19th  
Century, is without question 
the annual highlight of the 
town’s civic calendar.

Each year on an evening in May, the 
Ballroom of the Town Hall is packed 
with councillor colleagues, council 
officials, representatives of local groups 
and organisations as well as family and 
friends to welcome the new Mayor into 
office and see him or her presented 
with the 130-year-old civic chain before 
donning the red robes to be worn during 
special civic occasions over the coming  
12 months.

Normally the ceremony takes place after 
the out-going Mayor and their successor 
have been piped into the room, walking 
behind the oldest working civic mace in 
the country which dates back to 1604. 

This year, however, for the first time in 
living memory the Mayor-making as the 
event is known, could not be held in the 
traditional ceremonial way because of the 
Covid-19 restrictions on public gatherings.  

So for the first time the new Mayor 
Councillor David Bawn, was elected 
during a ‘virtual’ meeting of Morpeth 
Town Council with all those involved, 
participating from their own homes using 
Zoom technology which has come into its 
own during the pandemic crisis.

It was disappointing, Councillor Bawn told 
Inside Morpeth, not to be able to enjoy 
the traditional presentation of the chain 
and robes of office in the time-honoured 
ceremonial way, but on the other hand 
it was as he said, a unique experience 
that will perhaps put him into the record 
books as the only Mayor to be elected 
remotely as it were.

“It was the first time the Town Council 
had conducted a remote meeting of any 
kind,” said Councillor Bawn.  “Everyone 
taking part was logged in from home so 
for the nosey amongst us it was a good 
chance to check out the décor in the 
homes of our colleagues!

“For my part, I was sitting in the study 

of our home with my wife Nicola – who 
is also a town councillor representing 
Stobhill Ward – beside me.  So at least I 
wasn’t the only councillor present.

“Our twin seven-year-old daughters 
Charlotte and Alexandra also wandered 
into the room at one point to check out 
what was happening.”  Councillor Bawn 
has invited his mother Betty to be his 
Mayoress during his year of office, and 
she also logged on to Zoom in to take part 
in the meeting.

“It was such a shame that we could not 
have the normal hand-over ceremony 
because a large part of the civic role 
of Mayor is to provide the pomp and 
pageantry that adds a little gaity to our 
public life.

“But it did not take away from the huge 
honour of being elected as Mayor and it 
made me appreciate that I have big shoes 
to fill, following on from my immediate 
predecessors who  have done such a 
terrific job. It was also disappointing for 
Councillor Alison Byard not to be able 
to talk about her time as Mayor and the 
amazing amount of money she has raised 
for her charity.”

Councillor Bawn said he feels it is 
especially important in the current 
climate to be a ‘champion for Morpeth’ to 
help the safe and gradual re-opening of 
the town during the coronavirus crisis.

A solicitor and the managing partner  
of the Morpeth legal firm of David Auld  
& Co, Councillor Bawn has represented 
the Morpeth North Ward for three  
years on the Town Council as well 
as being a Northumberland County 
Councillor since 2013.

During his year of office, the chosen 
charity he will be raising funds for is the 
Morpeth-based Contact group which helps 
people with mental health issues.  “Often 
mental health charities don’t get the 
exposure or support some perhaps more 
fashionable causes get,” said the Mayor.

“However, in my professional life we deal 
with mental health law so I know how 
important the right support is for people 

who need it and during the current crisis, 
we must look after our mental health now 
more than ever.”

He conceded, however, it will be a difficult 
time to raise funds for his chosen charity 
because as he said, many of the events 
that had planned have been cancelled 
because of social distancing, and it is not 
clear when they can be reschedule.”

“However, one successful piece of 
fund-raising so far has been selling 
face coverings made by my colleague 
Councillor Joan Tebbutt which she is 
selling for £5 each with all the proceeds 
going to my charity,” said Councillor Bawn 
who has lived in Morpeth since he was 
just four years old.

After leaving King Edward’s he studied 
law at Leicester University and the 
College of Law in York before working for 
Dickinson Dees in Newcastle and Crutes 
in Carlise then returning to the city to join 
the law firm Gibson & Co.

Despite missing out on the May Mayor-
making evening, Councillor Bawn says 
later in the year it is hoped to re-create 
a ceremonial evening which will contain 
most of the traditional events of the 
annual meeting – when it is safe to do so!

“It is been a scary time for local people 
and businesses over the past few months 
but in recent weeks we have seen 
Morpeth slowly coming back to life with 
more and more shops and offices re-
opening,” he said.

“We have always been lucky in Morpeth 
because of the range of our local shops 
and independent traders but they 
will most definitely need our support 
to get local the local economy going 
again. However I am sure the amazing 
community spirit of the town will prevail.

“If I had one wish for Morpeth after 
lockdown it would be that we remember 
the spirit of caring and co-operation that 
came to the fore to help others during 
the crisis so that we carry this forward 
to build upon the renewed sense of 
community that has certainly emerged.”

History in the making
of town’s new Mayor

During the coming year Councillor  
Rachael Hogg will be Morpeth’s Deputy Mayor.
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Expenditure 

 Management & Support 273,548

 Recreation & Leisure Services 304,158

 Environmental Services 36,452

 Cemeteries 0

 Tourism, Grants & Subsidies 61,987

 Other Services 31,480

 Projects 12,652

 Total Gross Expenditure 720,277

Summary 
Budget 2020/21

Income 

 Fees and Charges -57,355

 Council Tax -645,037

 From Balances -17,885

 Total Income -720,277

Although there is no competition you will 
still see a pop of colour throughout the 
town.  However, due to social distancing 
measures in the town a number of our 
large planters are not on display.  You 
may also have seen the new planting at 
Deuchar Park, a very fitting reminder of 
the wonderful NHS and how hard they 
have worked during the pandemic.

In addition to the bedding plants at 
Deuchar Park, there will be 10,000 crocus 
bulbs planted around the trees.  These 
will pop up in the Spring in honour of all 
the people who have kept us safe during 

the pandemic, from doctors and nurses, 
ambulance, police and fire brigade, 
cleaners, care workers, waste services, 
post services and so many more. 

This is being organised by Rhona Dunn 
and any donations to the Morpeth 
Rotary Field of Hope initiative would 
be gratefully received.  Donations can 
be made through the Virgin Money 
Just Giving page, and any surplus will 
go towards the refurbishment of the 
Teardrop Garden and Wansbeck Hospital 
which is for families, patients and staff.

As with the majority of planned events this year, the regional 
Northumbria in Bloom competition was cancelled. 

Floral tribute to NHS key workers

St James Community 
Centre

Refurbishment work has now started 
at St James Community Centre, and 
it has taken no time at all to take the 
building back to basics, the kitchen is 
out, the ceiling is down and the stage is 
no longer there.

The hall is a vast space and once 
reconfigured, it will be a bright, 
modern facility which can be adapted 
to suit many a community group.  
Although a completion date has not 
been officially confirmed, we are 
hopeful that the groups currently 
using Storey Park will be using the new 
facilities by the Autumn.

Bowling Green

The refurbishment of the pavilion in 
Carlisle Park has also begun.  These 
works will continue throughout the 
winter and in to early 2021.  The 
pavilion, once complete will offer a 
community space for hire as well as a 
café, which will be a welcome addition 
to visitors of Carlisle Park

Community 
centre and 
bowling green 
work is now 
underway

NHS floral tribute in Deuchar Park
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Full Council
23rd September 2020

Planning & Transport  
Committee
16th September 2020

Finance & General 
Purposes Committee
2nd September 2020

Council Meeting Timetable - See noticeboards and website.

Meeting Timetable for the period February to May 2020.  All meetings will be held in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall.  
All Committee meetings commence at 6pm, unless otherwise stated on the posters or website.

MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS
MORPETH NORTH WARD

COUNCILLOR NIC BEST                            
T. 01670 517915   
M. 07878 896 292 
E. nic.best@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR LES CASSIE                                     
T.   01670 516424   
M. 07739 259 254 
E. les.cassie@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN                       
M. 07947 248 220 
E.   david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG                   
M. 07738 001 173 
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD THOMPSON         
T. 01670 510287              
E.  richard.thompson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD

COUNCILLOR JACK GEBHARD                    
M. 07375 646 734 
E. jack.gebhard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR KATE HOLMES                      
M. 07757 978 518 
E. kate.holmes@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ANDREW TEBBUTT                
T. 01670 511631   
M. 07767 338 509 
E. andrew.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOAN TEBBUTT                     
T. 01670 511631  
E. joan.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH        
M. 07808 804 345 
E. richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD

COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD                      
T. 01670 515391   
M. 07963 306 549 
E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH         
M. 07956 429 942 
E. johnny.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR NICOLA BAWN                      
M. 07950 580 204 
E. nicola.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR DAVE HERNE                        
M. 07980 599 471 
E. dave.herne@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOAO PARREIRA                     
M. 07930 211 121 
E. jp@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website

*  Draft schedule of meetings which only take place if necessary. Please check website for details. 

As lockdown rules have eased we have seen the reopening of our Town Centre.  To help with 
the increase of numbers in the town we have opened our public toilets at both the Terrace car 
park and in Carlisle Park.

Re-opening of services

The toilets were given a thorough deep clean prior to re-opening 
and are cleaned regularly throughout the day by a dedicated 
team.  There is a one in one out policy, and hand sanitiser is 
available to use on entry and exit of the buildings.  We would 
request that you remain patient if the toilets are temporarily 
closed for cleaning, it is for the safety of all users of the facilities.

Play areas around the town have also reopened, which is great 
news during the school holidays.  All play areas have signage 
which provides guidance to both parents and children.  Please 
maintain social distancing, and if the play area is too busy come 
back at another time.  The play areas are popular throughout 
the town, and at times can become busy, particularly with the 
nice weather.  Please remember to place your rubbish in the bins 
provided, or take home to dispose/recycle in your own bin.

The paddling pool in Carlisle Park will remain closed for the time 
being.  Unfortunately, the surface of the pool had been vandalised 

during the winter period and work to repair the damage, which 
was scheduled for early May, has not yet taken place due to 
lockdown restrictions. 
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For a no obligation free 
estimate call us on 01670 516815

Come and visit our showroom at Unit 2a Pegswood 
Industrial Estate, Morpeth NE61 6HZ
OPEN: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9am - 5pm. 
 Thursday 9am - 7pm. Saturday 10am - 4pm

FREE ESTIMATES • EXCELLENT CUSTOMER CARE • COMPETITIVE PRICES

Working with owner Scott Bousfield 
are daughter Brooke, son Roan and James 
Pattison, providing top quality carpets and 
flooring to enhance any family home. 

Oh... and when you visit their Pegswood 
showroom be sure  to say hello to the family 
pet Wilfie!

A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES YOU 
CAN RELY ON
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I first met Jack shortly after England won 
the football World Cup in 1966 beating the 
German team by 4 goals to 2 at Wembley.  
I was working as a Journal reporter in 
Ashington at the time and as was our 
practice we covered a shift for the Sunday 
Sun on Saturday evenings.  That night I 
reported on the story everyone wanted 
to read next morning and that was the 
reaction of the people of Ashington to 
the fact that two of their own were at the 
heart of an England team that had just 
made footballing history.

Perhaps Jack never quite got the credit 
for the value of the role he played in 
England’s path to glory because the 
Final headlines went to hat-trick hero 
Geoff Hurst and the cultured play of his 
own brother Bobby and captain Bobby 
Moore often caught the eye more than the 
uncompromising defending of Big Jack.  
But his contribution to the team’s success 
was immense.

During the World Cup run the Journal 
wanted a local story about the Charltons 
every day and to do that I practically lived 
at the modest Ashington terraced home  
of their parents Cissie and Bob, where 
they grew up as young lads with their  
two younger brothers. Nothing was too 
much trouble for Mr and Mrs Charlton 
despite the constant stream of reporters 
and television crews knocking on their 
door, and I wasn’t the only one to say 
what a delight it was to get to know them 
both so well.   

In club football Jack played 773 times  
for Leeds United, a record that stands  
to this day, and he won practically  
every conceivable honour with his  
team-mates.  After his playing career  
ended Jack managed Middlesbrough, 
Sheffield Wednesday and Newcastle 
United, before in a fairy-tale spell as 
manager of the Republic of Ireland he 
took his team to two World Cup finals, 
beyond all expectations.

Jack was revered almost as a saint in  
the Republic where it was said so  
many people would have two photographs 
standing on top of their big old television 
sets – one of the Pope and the other  
of Jack Charlton!  On a short break in 
Belfast my wife Susan and I were enjoying 
a drink in a local pub when an elderly 
gentleman sat down beside us and  
asked us where we were from.  When  
he discovered that was Ashington and  
that we knew Jack he announced to the 
whole pub that friends of Mr Charlton 
were in their presence that evening.   
For the rest of the night we didn’t buy 
another drink and that was over the 
Border in Northern Ireland!

Memories of ‘mee marra’ 
Big Jack Charlton
Every once in a while as the publisher and editor of a magazine like Inside Morpeth it’s fair 
game to indulge in a moment of personal writing to remember and pay a heartfelt tribute to 
someone I called a pal,  in this case Big Jack Charlton who passed away recently at the age of 
85 writes Ian Leech.

A treasured photograph with 
my friend Jack Charlton, 
pictured by Trevor Walker

Memories of 
Big Jack
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The football tales about Jack are 
legendary and it says something about  
the man that on the Saturday his sad 
passing was announced every single news 
bulletin on the BBC and Sky led with the 
news of his death.  The following day an 
eight-page newspaper supplement about 
Jack Charlton was published in none  
other than the Sunday Times and it is 
hard to believe that any current football 
star would warrant that sort of coverage, 
such was the respect in which Big Jack 
was held.

It is as a personal friend of many years 
standing that I - and indeed my wife - 
will best remember Jack as well as his 
beloved wife Pat.  They were always the 
same whenever we met them. Charming.  
No airs nor graces.   A couple who loved 
Ashington and were so often seen around 
town when they always had time for a 
word with anyone they met.  He also 
loved nothing better than going for a 
day’s fishing or shooting, being out in 
the wild open spaces of his beloved 
Northumberland.

Over the years I worked with Jack many 
times, firstly on the unveiling of the  
statue of his mother’s cousin Jackie 
Milburn, in the town centre of Ashington 
which we commissioned when I was 
with Wansbeck Council.  I remember 
having to re-arrange the date because 
Jack was overseas with the Irish team and 
it was so important to have him attend, 
and with his help I got six or seven of 
Jackie’s old team-mates to travel to the 
ceremony including Bob Stokoe who took 
Sunderland to FA Cup glory at Wembley, 
ironically against Leeds United.

There were so many other different 
occasions when I met and worked with 
Jack Charlton but the one thing they all 
had in common was that people of all ages 
were in awe of being in his company.  I 
remember one event where I arranged for 
Jack to speak at a dinner being organised 
by my son-in-law Michael Brodie. Quite 
a few young ladies were in the audience 
and he remarked on that when he rose 
to speak saying they wouldn’t have a 
clue who he was but to tell their fathers 
and grandfathers that they had met 

Jack Charlton that night.  By the end of 
the evening all those young ladies were 
queuing up for a ‘selfie’ with Big Jack!

At the same dinner Jack insisted I sat 
alongside him on the top table ‘so I’ve got 
someone to talk to.’  The meal was just 
about to be served when the lady national 
president took her seat alongside Jack.  
She then reached across to me and  
said we hadn’t been introduced so Jack 
did the honours by saying: “Ian’s mee 
marra from Ashington” and I thought that 
will do for me!

Over the years I have met and  
worked with many famous people 
including ‘A List’ Royal’s, Prime Minister 
and leading politicians, captains of 
industry, television, entertainment, 
musical and sporting celebrities but I  
can honestly say I was never more 
honoured and privileged to meet anyone 
than Jack Charlton.  

He was proud to tell anyone who would 
listen that he came from a pit town 
in Northumberland and I know from 
talking with him how honoured he 
was to have been invited to become a 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the County.  
Not bad, he would say, for Her Majesty 
the Queen to ask a lad from the back 
streets of Ashington to represent her in 
Northumberland.  Not bad indeed Jack!  

It’s an old cliché but it’s fair to say that 
they threw away the mould when Jack 
Charlton was made.  His record number 
of appearances for Leeds United will 
probably never be broken nor will the 
fact that he was one of the only two 
brothers to play alongside one another in 
a winning England World Cup team. 

But it wasn’t just his football 
achievements that made Jack Charlton the 
great man he was, admired, respected and 
loved by so many.  It was the man himself!   
Like so many other people would say, it 
was an honour and a privilege to have 
known Jack Charlton.

Jack played a record 773 times for his only club – Leeds United

Memories of 
Big Jack
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Town says 'farewell' 
to its local hero

Thousands of Ashingtonians including 
my wife Susan and I, lined the streets 
of our town to bid farewell to one of 
our own as Big Jack’s funeral cortege 
was driven around the streets he loved 
so dearly.

Fittingly, the route concentrated on the Hirst area 
of Ashington where Jack grew up in the humble 
home of his parents Cissie and Bob, that he shared 
as children with his younger brothers Bobby, 
Tommy and Gordon.  It even passed the home 
he bought for his parents so they could move 
from their terraced house in Beatrice Street, after 
England won the World Cup that momentous day 
in 1966.  Appropriately, Jack chose the name 'Jules 
Rimet' for the house because that was what the 
actual World Cup trophy was called.

Many stood patiently and respectfully for more 
than an hour, to ensure we had good vantage points 
to see the funeral procession pass - and when it did 
everyone broke into polite spontaneous applause as 
well as lots of tears, for a man who meant so much 
to Ashington.

Family, friends and old neighbours were among 
the crowd but the vast majority where simply local 
people who wanted to pay their respects to our 
local hero.

What we all also had in common was that  
everyone had a story to tell about Big Jack.   
Perhaps they had once lived in the same street 
as the Charltons; gone to school with Jack; played 
football together as youngsters in the back streets 
or in Hirst Park; had a pint with him in one of the 
local social clubs or Newbiggin Golf Club; or simply 
'had a bit crack' with him in Station Road where  
he could often be seen.

Away from Ashington Jack Charlton had met and 
mingled with the great and famous of the World 
- the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh; the Pope 
at a Vatican reception for the Eire team during the 
1990 World Cup in Italy, when his Eminence had 
reportedly said he was most anxious to meet the 
'Boss'; or played on the same pitch as the greatest 
footballers  of his generation.  

Yet, for all that, Jack was never more at home than 
walking the streets of Ashington for a 'bit crack' 
with anyone he met and that was something his 
family picked up on in a statement released after 
his funeral service at Newcastle Crematorium.

They movingly wrote:  "It is clear that the many 
moments of kindness he showed to strangers had a 
lasting impact," as they thanked Ashington for the 
turn-out they gave Jack.  His son John was quoted 
as saying: "We wanted to give local people the 
opportunity to pay their respects and say goodbye.  
Jack was incredibly proud of his home town."

And, in turn, his home town was so proud of  
Jack Charlton.

Thousands of crocus bulbs will be planted in Deuchar Park from the  
Sun Inn to the mini-roundabout, so that they can burst into bloom every 
Spring to remind people of the commitment and heroics of frontline NHS 
workers and others who made so many sacrifices to help those in need 
during the Covid-19 crisis as well as remembering those who lost their  
lives to the virus.

The proposal is an initiative being led by Morpeth Rotary Club as part of the 
work undertaken by its members in the community.

A fund-raising page has been set up to give people the chance to make a 
donation to the cost of buying the bulbs and the initiative will also support 
the refurbishment of a Teardrop Garden at Wansbeck Hospital where 
family and friends can sit in tranquil surroundings with patients whilst 
they recover from illnesses as well as helping them cope with the stresses 
and anxieties of being in hospital.

Rotarian Rhona Dunn who first proposed the idea of the ‘Field of Hope’ says 
she hopes it will serve as a reminder of the efforts of so many front-line 
workers during the crisis, as well being a tribute to those who lost their 
lives to Covid-19.

“We have all been shocked and horrified by the way this pandemic has 
irrevocably changed our lives but more so for those who have lost loved 
ones and friends or who have made such sacrifices to help when people 
needed it most,” she said.

“I thought it would be fitting if Morpeth could do something to recognise 
their efforts and I thought what better way then to plant a ‘Field of Hope’ 
that will bloom every spring.  My wish is that each year Deuchar Park will 
be a blaze of colour symbolising our hope that as the wonderful Captain 
Tom Moore said ‘tomorrow will be a better day’ and that we will recover as 
a nation and build a better and stronger future for us all!”  

Donations can be made through a virginmoneygiving.com page and 
following a link to the Rotary Club of Morpeth

Morpeth’s floral 
field of hope
What is being described as a ‘Field of Hope’ for  
the future should be in full bloom next Spring 
alongside one of the main access roads into 
Morpeth as a way of saying a floral ‘thank you’ 
to the very many key workers who looked after 
communities right across the country during the 
peak of the coronavirus pandemic.

Memories of 
Big Jack

Pictured (left to right) re James Richfield of The Morpeth Practice, Morpeth Rotary 
Club President Colin Dyson, Rhona Dunn and Morpeth Mayor Councillor David Bawn
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01670 514544
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY

MONDAY...................................................9AM – 6PM
TUESDAY..................................................9AM – 6PM
WEDNESDAY.........................................9AM - 6PM
THURSDAY .............................................9AM - 7PM
FRIDAY ......................................................9AM - 6PM
SATURDAY..............................................8AM - 5PM

Early bird Saturdays and late night Thursdays
Dave and his team of barbers 

want to say a massive thanks to the 
people of Morpeth for their support 

and encouragement for all the 
town's businesses during the 

coronavirus lockdown.

Thank You!



If you’re 
planning a 
development 
project -  
‘get Carter’
Carter Smith provides a one-stop shop for 
all aspects of planning, from small-scale 
householder extensions to complex planning 
applications and appeals. Here, Tony Carter tells 
us about his business and how, even though 
the nation is slowly emerging from lockdown, 
the planning process can still continue.

Our office is on the 1st Floor at Hepscott House, Coopie’s Lane, Morpeth NE61 6JT, 
with ample parking and within a 5 minute walk from Morpeth Train Station.  
Our email is tony@cartersmithplanning.com or I can be contacted on 07718 967722.

Tony Carter – years of experience to help Morpeth clients

Carter Smith 
Planning
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Tell us about Carter Smith Planning Consultants

As a former Town Planner for Northumberland County Council,  
I enjoyed working on many major development projects over  
my 15 years in their employment. I wanted to expand my 
horizons, so decided to gain chartered status, and use my 
experience and knowledge to set up my own independent firm 
to help my clients with all aspects of town planning. We provide 
professionally qualified town planning support from conception 
to conclusion, taking our clients aspirations and shaping them 
into a workable solution that hopefully, the council planners will 
accept and support.

Who are your customers?

We work with landowners and developers, charitable 
organisations, government bodies, local authorities, parish 
councils, businesses, farms and private individuals. Basically, if 
anyone has a need for sound, impartial planning advice then we 
can help them.

What sort of work do you do?

We help with new domestic and commercial buildings,  
changes of use, lawful development certificates, planning 
appeals, and domestic projects such as new extensions,  
garages, outbuildings etc.

Has the “Lockdown” affected your business?

On the contrary, the business has seen an increase in 
instructions! 99% of planning is carried out via the internet and 
email, therefore as we have effectively re-located back into our 
business premises, we are still working for our existing clients 
as normal. 'Face to face' meetings are now possible, respecting 
‘social distancing’ rules, though we have set up various 
applications including Zoom, Facetime, and WhatsApp which 
allow virtual meetings to take place and these have proven to be 
very useful.

Is now a good time to submit planning documents?

Now is a great time to submit planning applications, and pre-
application enquiries. Councils are continuing to be flexible, 
and have implemented their own health and safety measures, 
allowing their officers to visit sites unaccompanied. We have 
been working closely and pro-actively with council planners to 
ensure they have safe access to sites, and providing them with 
photographs/documents for sites they are unable to access

What can people do to help the planners at this time?

A number of Councils are keen to receive a portfolio of 
photographs of the application/pre-application sites to support 
any planning applications. This assists them in determining 
applications without the need to carry out a site visit. I can 
offer advice on what to photograph and how to maximise your 
chances of making any application more successful. We are also 
acutely aware of the pressures put on council planners at this 
time, so we are agreeing to allow applications to go past their set 
determination dates in an effort to release some of the pressure 
they are under.

What makes you different from other planning 
consultants?

I think my experience goes a long way to making us stand out 
from the crowd. Our client testimonials back this up and I am 
especially proud of our open, honest and transparent approach. 
If a proposal has no realistic chance of success, we’ll say so as 
soon as possible preventing wasted expenditure and time for  
our clients.

What do you like to do out of work?

I love my fishing and when the lockdown eases, I’ll once again 
enjoy travelling with my wife around the UK and France in our 
caravan. When I’m fishing I can ‘switch off’ so to speak, and 
refresh/recharge my brain. Being away in the caravan allows us 
the freedom to visit so much more of our beautiful country and 
explore the delights of rural France.
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Carter Smith 
Planning
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Home Instead

Solving puzzle of lockdown

3-D challenge

Bill Edger, 91 from Morpeth became a 
client of Home Instead in February 2019 
and during lockdown, going out was 
not possible, so one of Bill’s small team 
of caregivers, Debbie McAlpine from 
Ashington, came up with the idea of 
gifting him a 3D jigsaw.

As an ex-engineer Debbie thought Bill 
might enjoy the practical and intellectual 
stimulation of the challenge. She was 
right. It took Bill only four days to 
complete his first 3D jigsaw of Durham 
Cathedral. Bill said to Debbie: “I really 
enjoyed doing it, even though it left 
me feeling exasperated, but in a good 
way. As I have plenty of time on my 
hands, I enjoyed taking my time to make 
it just right. Next, I would like to do 
Buckingham Palace so I can see the  
back of it.”

Strawberries anyone?

Sirio Nardini is another Morpeth resident 
whose wife is in a Care Home. In normal 
times, Sirio’s caregivers support him to 
prepare a healthy fresh cooked meal each 
day prior to taking him to visit his wife. 
During lockdown he has been unable to 
visit her, so Sirio’s caregiver, Caroline, 
decided with Sirio that it would be a great 
idea to re-vamp his strawberry patch. 
This would give him a focus and be an 
enjoyable activity to do together. 

In recent weeks the patch has started 
to produce lovely fresh strawberries. 
Caroline said: “It’s been lovely to share 
this experience with Sirio, he has really 
enjoyed sharing his knowledge. We 
are looking forward to the next step of 
clearing it again.”

This is a lovely example of how the older 
generation can share their knowledge. 
The next plan is to wait for the plum tree 
to produce ripe fruit and then maybe 
some plum gin is on the agenda? 

Lockdown holiday!

Alice McGrahan is a retired music 
teacher and Morpeth resident who has 
been encouraged by her caregiver to 
play her piano again - which she does so 
beautifully! Since Alice has been unable 
to get out in recent times, she decided 
with her caregiver Dawn to have a little 
‘lockdown holiday’. Here is Alice in her 
‘holiday hat’ enjoying a refreshing drink 
of green ginger wine! What a great idea 
and what a lovely picture.

Bill Edger with 3D Durham Cathedral

By Guy Kirk of Home Instead Senior Care

To find out more about Home Instead Senior Care South East Northumberland,  
call (01670) 208692 or visit www.homeinstead.co.uk/south-eastnorthumberland

Keeping our clients safe, happy and occupied in their own homes during the Covid-19 pandemic is a 
key priority for us at Home Instead. We know that emotional well-being is as important as physical 
well-being, which is why, at the same time as providing practical support, our caregivers have 
continued to find ways to keep our clients interested and stimulated doing activities together and 
bringing joy to their lives. Here are three lovely examples:

Alice McGrahanSirio Nardini – with strawberries
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Morpeth Town

L i ve  we l l , your  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

Contact us on: 01670 208692 
homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland

independently owned and operated
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Morpeth-based gym bounces back 
following Coronavirus lockdown
Following eighteen weeks of government imposed closure, District V Functional Fitness based 
at Whitehouse Farm in Morpeth is celebrating getting the green light to re-open. We caught up 
with the owners to see how life at the gym has changed.

For more information on District V Functional Fitness, visit www.districtvfitness.com or 
search District V on Facebook or Instagram. 

District V

Q. Tell us a little more about District V

A. District V provides small group, high intensity fitness 
classes which are scalable for all abilities and ages. 
Functional Fitness is a form of training that builds 
strength, stability and mobility - making us more 
efficient not only whilst inside the gym but also in 
everyday life. We teach members how to move well and 
teach safe weightlifting movements to increase strength 
and overall fitness.

Q. How did Covid-19 affect the 
business?

A. We were devastated to have to close our doors at the 
end of March due to lockdown. We had just expanded 
the gym in January and were enjoying a boom in 
members as people began to look to get fit for summer. It 
really couldn’t have hit us at a worse time! 

Q. How has the business changed?

A. During lockdown we loaned out equipment to 
members and provided daily home workouts, these were 
great but didn’t quite match the atmosphere of the gym! 
Doing this allowed us to keep some membership fees 
coming in to keep us afloat, it was a very difficult few 
months for everyone but thankfully we made it through.

Since getting the green light to re-open we have 
implemented a number of new measures to ensure the 
gym is safe for our members returning. These include 
hand sanitiser on entry, social distancing markers within 
the gym to provide members their own space to work 
out in as well as bottles of anti-bacterial spray and cloths 
for members to disinfect their equipment after use. 

Q. What’s the future looking like?

Very exciting! Our members are thrilled to be coming 
back and over lockdown we have had a lot of interest 
from new people getting in touch for the first time 
wanting to sign up. 

We have just expanded the gym again which will allow 
us to increase the number of classes on offer and we 
have also partnered up with Morpeth Kickboxing who 
are now operating from District V. 

We want District V to be a hub for all types of fitness and 
a place for residents of Morpeth and the surrounding 
area, no matter their age or ability, can come and learn 
something new, get fit and have fun at the same time. 
We’re well on the way and can’t wait to get started again! Training at a safe social distance!



inside Morpeth   33



34   inside Morpeth

Cars shown are a Jazz 1.5 i-MMD Executive in platinum white pearl & Honda Jazz Crosstar 1.5 i-MMD Executive in two tone surf blue with crystal black 
pearl. Economy & Emissions figures for Jazz: (WLTP) Range 3.5-6.3 (l/100km), C02 79-143 (g/km); (NEDC) 2.4-4.6 (l/100km), 55-105 (g/km). Figures, sourced 
from EU regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experiences. 

The hybrid 
you can feel

All-New

Vertu Honda Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
Call 01670 501444 or search Vertu Honda Morpeth
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Vertu Honda

Both the Jazz and its Crosstar variant  
are fitted with the same engine, the  
e:HEV powertrain, a properly electrified 
full-hybrid unit with the difference 
between that and other manufacturer’s 
‘mildly electrified’ models, being that 
the Honda vehicles can have far more 
reliance on battery power, especially in 
urban driving conditions.

In the case of the Jazz, its 1.5 litre unit 
putting out 108bhp, uses two electric 
motors and a compact lithium-ion battery 
pack that sends drive through a clever 
fixed-gear auto transmission which 
Honda reckons is smoother and more 
efficient than belt-driven alternatives.

Honda has changed just about everything 
possible on the outside of the car but it is 
still a Jazz and it still looks like one!  The 
new car remains pretty compact but the 
changes mean there is better forward 
vision for drivers, larger headlights and a 
chunkier bumper.

Owners choosing the Jazz Crossstar will 
also find they get roof rails, an elevated 
ride height, black plastic cladding around 
the wheel arches, two-tone paintwork and 
a bespoke grille to introduce more of a 
Crossover vibe to their supermini model.

Inside, there are wider front seats 
designed to reduce fatigue on longer 
journeys, while the dash has more of  
a minimalist, uncluttered look. The  
centre touchscreen has smartphone-
style swipe technology and incorporates 
wireless ‘Apple/CarPlay’Android Auto 
smartphone mirroring.

However, the Honda’s clever ‘Magic Seat’ 
design remains the same in the rear of 
the car giving owners the option of either 
folding the rear bench flat or flipping up 

the seat bases to create a taller load space.  

Like all other Honda models the Jazz has 
been uniquely engineered and packaged 
and it remains a supermini motoring 
writers say they would recommend as  
the small car they would buy with their 
own money!

The new Honda Jazz models can be 
viewed and test driven at the Vertu  
Honda dealership on Morpeth’s Coopies 
Lane Estate.

All new Hybrid Honda Jazz
Honda’s fourth generation Jazz supermini has switched to full-hybrid power whilst still keeping the 
same practical virtues that has made it such a firm favourite with owners - and, for the first time, an 
SUV Crosstar variant has been added to the model’s range of choices.
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Based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charge 7.5 pence per mile

Representative example: Hyundai i10 1.0 MPi SE Connect 5dr

Customer 
Deposit

£1,150

48 Monthly 
Payments

£176.56

Cash
Price

£12,860

Amount
of Credit

£11,710

Optional Final 
Payment

£4,416.98

Total Amount  
Payable

£14,041.86

Duration of 
Agreement

49 Months

Fixed Rate 
of Interest

4.8%

Representative APR 
(Fixed)

4.8%

Hyundai Morpeth
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 0945 • www.bristolstreet.co.uk

Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km): Hyundai i10 1.0 MPi SE Connect 5dr: Combined 63 (4.4). CO2 Emissions 119 g/km. Kona 1.0T GDi Play Ed. 5dr: Combined 50 (5.6). CO2 
Emissions 146 g/km Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures 
may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

We act as a credit broker and are not a lender. Personal Contract Purchase over 49-month term. Available until 31/03/2020. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options (1). Part Exchange 
the vehicle. (2). Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle or (3). Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. T&Cs apply. Subject to 
status. 18s and over. Guarantee may be required. Hyundai Finance RH1 1SR. †Paid by Manufacturer. For full details please visit the dealership. Bristol Street Motors Hyundai is a subsidiary of Bristol 
Street Fourth Investments who is a credit broker authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority. We will introduce you to a number of lenders. Information and offer correct at time of going to print. 
Image for illustration purposes only.

£244 deposit  £244 per month

Hyundai i10  
1.0 MPi SE Connect 5dr

£1,500 deposit  £176.56 per month

Hyundai Kona  
1.0T GDi Play Edition 5dr

• 3 Years Insurance
• 3 Years Servicing
• 3 Years Tax
• 3 Years Warranty

These prices are based on the Higher Rate Motability Component. Pricing and offers are correct at the date of publication 
and are subject to confirmation. Pricing may not be accurate as pricing is updated quarterly. Unless otherwise stated, metallic 
paint at extra cost. Library image for illustration purposes only.

Hyundai Tucson 
1.6 GDi SE Nav 5dr 2WD

£99 
Advance payment 

[FO01_200720JB] Hyundai Morpeth New & Motab press 210720.indd   1[FO01_200720JB] Hyundai Morpeth New & Motab press 210720.indd   1 21/07/2020   12:5121/07/2020   12:51



Laura Anderson

Safe and warm welcome to 
Morpeth Hyundai showroom
A car dealership in Morpeth which opened its doors prior to lockdown is looking forward to 
welcoming customers back into their new showroom.

Bristol Street Motors Hyundai in Morpeth, 
which shares a site on Coopies Lane with 
the existing Bristol Street Motors Ford 
outlet, have announced that they are 
ready to welcome customers back for both 
sales and servicing - but they want to do 
everything they possibly can to keep both 
customers and colleagues safe.

Customers will be given the warmest of 
welcomes, but the obligatory handshake 
has been replaced with a friendly, touch-
free greeting.

Face masks are now mandatory while 
inside the showroom - but don't worry if 
you don't have one with you, as a single-
use mask can be provided on arrival. 
Social distancing rules are in place, with 
clear communication on display to help 
with this.

For sales, it won’t always be necessary to 
book an appointment ahead of your visit, 
but it is recommended if you would like to 
take a test drive, as it will allow the team 
to ensure the car has been fully sanitised 
when you arrive.  Test drives will be 
unaccompanied.

The service desk now has Perspex screens 
as you'll have seen in many shops already. 
All technicians thoroughly clean on the 
way in and the way out of vehicles, and 
will be using gloves, masks and coverings 
where appropriate.

For any transaction or payment all 
paperwork is provided electronically, 
with payments accepted via bank transfer, 
debit or credit card. 

General Manager of both the Ford and the 
Hyundai dealerships, Claire Richardson, 
said: “It’s certainly been an interesting 
few months for us, as it has for everyone.  
As keen as we were to get things fully up 
and running, we’ve taken no short-cuts 
when it comes to safety, and we have 
implemented every possible measure in 
order to protect everyone that visits our 

showroom.  I look forward to welcoming 
everyone through our doors - from a safe 
distance of course!”  

As part of one of the largest automotive 
groups in the UK, Bristol Street Motors 
Hyundai Morpeth offers the full range of 
new Hyundai models, as well as access to 
thousands of used cars of all makes and 
models from across the country.

For complete peace of mind, customers 
can book a virtual appointment, which 
allows for a more tailored experience 
from the comfort of home. They can opt 
for a live video interaction or for pre-
recorded vehicle tours to be sent straight 
to their email. Nationwide delivery is also 
available, too. 

The on-site technicians are trained to an 
exceptional standard, and are accredited 
by Hyundai.  The workshop is clean and 
modern, and equipped with the latest 
technology to allow a quick diagnosis of 
any problems.  The Bristol Street Motors 
name has been around for almost 100 
years and is trusted nationwide.

Contact the dealership today to book your 
sales or aftersales visit.  

I look forward to 
welcoming everyone 

through our doors - from 
a safe distance of course!”

Claire Richardson

Hyundai Morpeth
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Northumberland 
Wills & Probate

We work
face-to-face

NOT
online

We can
protect

your home

New inheritance and estate planning 
consultancy firm launches near Morpeth

Having trained for six years in estate 
planning Neil saw the need for offering a 
bespoke and personalised service to help 
people ensure their estate passes to their 
loved ones without the ever-present risks, 
so he launched Northumberland Wills & 
Probate Ltd.

Neil was quickly invited to become a 
Fellow of the Institute of Professional 
Will writers (IPW) having passed both 
English and Scottish estate planning 
exams, and he sees regulation by the IPW 
as vital protection for his clients.

Neil explains: “Inheritance planning is 
a fascinating subject and encompasses 
tax planning, protecting family wealth. 
Although parents may wish their children 
to be looked after, they don’t want them 
squandering money inappropriately, so 
nowadays many people wrap a Trust 
around their home and hard-eared 
life’s savings.” Northumberland Wills & 
Probate specialise in Trusts, which make 
the job of deciding who should inherit 

much easier, because decisions don’t 
have to be made straight away. Instead, 
trusted friends or family (Trustees) are 
appointed to make sensible decisions 
in the future when they will have the 
benefit of hindsight, supported of course 
by a letter of wishes.

Neil says: “The biggest challenge for 
clients is to accept one day they won’t be 
here, and before it’s too late they need to 
plan how to pass on their house, car and 
money.” He believes it is vitally important 
to meet face-to-face with the person 
dealing with your affairs. “You only get 
one chance to get this right because your 
Will is only activated after you pass away, 
and anyone contemplating inheritance 
planning should always seek a company 
that is properly regulated and insured.”

Northumberland Wills & Probate Ltd is 
a truly local business priding itself on 
doing what is best for its clients, on a 
face-to-face basis.

After retiring from a 
30-year career with 
Northumbria Police, Neil 
Fraser has opened his own 
inheritance planning firm. They offer FREE advice on any inheritance planning matter and can be contacted via 

email enquiries@northumberlandwills.co.uk or telephone 01670 788200.
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THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
01670 512651

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

SERVICE
FROM

£95 INC VAT

MOT
ONLY

£35

The future is Cordless
Local no obligation demonstrations available

Visit our website www.maxhire.co.uk or 

give us a call 01670 512793

MAXHIRE Ltd, Coopies Lane, Morpeth
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Blood Bikes

BATTERY POWER - JOIN THE CORDLESS REVOLUTION 

Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE61 4DT - 01670 774205 

Garden Machinery, Robotic Mower & Chainsaw Specialists 

www.robsonandcowan.co.uk 

The total is one of the largest ever raised 
during a Mayoral year and what makes 
the final figure even more remarkable is 
that Councillor Byard raised the money 
in just 10 months as she was unable to 
arrange any fund-raising activities during 
the last two months of her year of office 
because of Covid-19.

The money raised will fund a new blood 
bike as well as paying for two years’ 
running costs.

The emergency service is run entirely 
by volunteers who deliver urgent blood 
and associated products out-of-hours to 
hospitals and medical centres around the 
region.  It also has links to the Great North 
Air Ambulance – a charity Councillor 
Byard supported during her previous 
term of office as Morpeth Mayor.

She said the Blood Bikers have  
worked flat-out during the last few 
months, to support the NHS during  
the current pandemic. 

“I am glad we worked so hard during the 
first 10 months of my year because when 

the lockdown started in March we were 
unable to do any further fund-raising,” 
said Councillor Byard.

“I am also enormously grateful for the 
generosity of the people of Morpeth 
as well as many local businesses and 
organisations which really got behind 
my fund-raising for the Blood Bikes and 
the wonderful volunteers who run the 
service,” she said.

“I was very fortunate to receive £3,000 for 
my campaign from the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Northumberland Freemasons 
who are great supporters of Blood Bikes, 
as well as an amazing £10,000 in match 
funding from the William Leech Trust 
which was particularly appropriate 
since housebuilder William Leech lived 
in Morpeth and built Lancaster Park, 
Kirkhill and Stobhill Grange.”

Councillor Byard also thanked her 
fellow councillors, local clubs such as 
Morpeth Rotarians, the Norton Bike 
Club of Northumberland, Chantry and 
Newminster schools and St George’s 
lunchtime concerts for their support.

“The new Blood Bike will be christened 
‘Morpeth – William Leech Trust’ and 
I look forward to its launch as soon as 
possible in the town,” she added.

Former Morpeth Mayor Councillor Alison Byard raised an astonishing £35,000 for her  
chosen charity Northumberland Blood Bikes during her year of office which ended in May.

Charity total will buy a new Blood Bike

Councillor Alison Byard 
launches her Blood Bike appeal
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Italian for Beginners lessons starting September 2020 in Bedlington
Fully qualified teacher BA (Hons) and PGCE (University of Leeds and Universita per 

Stranieri di Siena). Courses last 40 weeks: £12 for a 2 hour class at the old police station 
building in Bedlington. Tuesdays 10am to Noon and 12.30pm to 2.30pm 

Complimentary refreshments provided. Max class size 8.

Contact Sharon 
Email: letslearnbedlington@gmail.com 
or Tel 07764 709 985 / 01670 207488 

The North’s Premier Roof Repair & Maintenance Specialist

Call us today for free estimates and advice on 
01670 513236 or 518024

Unbeatable prices • Free roof health check • Storm damage
Insurance work • Skylight/Velux windows fitted • Guttering work
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For more than 36 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and 
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order

with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared.

Indian Takeaway

Established 1983

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

For the safety of customers 
and sta� only three people 

allowed in the shop at a time.

�����������������������������
������������������������

Abdul Muhit & Sta�

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Discover an extensive range 
of beautiful bathrooms 

and stunning tiles locally!

A truly inspirational showroom for 
creating the perfect bathroom.

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

the

BathroomandTileCo.

Tel: 01670 522 066
www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk

38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome

ACTUAL INSTALLATION



inside Morpeth   43

As the Queen once said it's been an 'annus 
horribilus' - but there's always a bright side
By Hazel Huddleston, MCIHort of Longframlington Gardens

It is hard to know what to write 
about in a year like this – the 
grand scheme of things, the 
weather, or focus on the plants. 
As far as annus horribilus go, 
this one is certainly up there.

Our Springtime start date of 23rd March, 
which involves a lot of work input and 
preparation, suddenly ground to a halt 
on that day at the start of lockdown. No 
surprise that the grass and the weeds kept 
growing. The usual garden, nursery, and 
plant centre work still had to done – so 
time out or moth-balling, was never an 
option. Although still a good place to be 
during a lockdown, along with many 
businesses, the coronavirus pandemic is 
going to take a long time to get over.

Ironically, outside in gardens, is an ok 
thing to do – but getting here has often 
been the issue. All our group visits have 

had to be cancelled as they involve coach 
travel. Even when given the green light to 
open the gardens and nursery in mid-May, 
it remained very quiet – and there is still a 
lot of uncertainty. But yes, the gardens and 
the plant centre are open to visit, and, we 
are extending ‘the season’ till November 
14th. Hopefully, Autumn will give a good 
display of seasonal colour again this year.

The 12 acre Gardens and Arboretum 
at Longframlington Gardens has an 
ever growing plant collection. Over 250 
different types of native and ornamental 
trees are now represented, along with 
shrubs, perennials, herbs, groundcover, 
climbers, and rock garden plants. Being a 
wildlife friendly garden, emphasis is also 
on including plants and habitats for birds, 
insects, amphibians and small mammals. 
Do look on the website - there is a gallery 
of photos from when the gardens were 
first started in 1997 - we will hopefully get 
some more added soon.

 

LONGFRAMLINGTON  
GARDENS 

_________________________________________ 
 

A unique horticultural venue for plant enthusiasts 
A living collection & exhibition 

of garden plants. 
 

 
 

12 Acres 
of  

walks,  
landscaped  

Gardens 
Arboretum,  

ponds, 
garden art,  

nature &  
garden trails, 

information  
displays &  

wild meadow 
 

GARDENS & ARBORETUM 
NURSERY & PLANT SALES 

GARDEN DESIGN & ADVICE 
 

( ENROUTE COFFEE  SHOP  
re-opening still TBC ) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Est. since 1998) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_ 

 

2019-20 - Open all year @ 

March 23 to Nov 14 Wed to Sat    10am - 4.30pm    
 ( + bank holiday weekends ),   

( + Welcome all other days / times throughout the year, 
by request / prebook  - just email or phone us to let us 

know when you would like to visit ! ). 
 

Groups welcome ( pre-booked only ). 
 

For garden design and plant advice meetings, please 
contact  HAZEL M. HUDDLESTON MCIHort 

 

We are easy to find - follow the signs at the B6345 
junction off the A697 at Longframlington Village 

 

Email. info@longframlingtongardens.co.uk 
www.longframlingtongardens.co.uk 

 

Longframlington Gardens, Swarland Road, 
Longframlington, Morpeth, Northumberland. NE65 8BE  

Tel/Fax: 01665 570382  Text/mobile: 07858757339  
 

What there is to see and do: 
 

q Garden and arboretum  
q Plant collection &  
q ’Living Exhibition of plants’  
q Contemporary & quirky design  
q Views to the surrounding countryside 
q Nature at Longframlington Gardens  
q Wild garden areas and habitats 
q Climate change interpretation  
q Rope art  
q Diary of courses events & functions  
q Native tree challenge  
q Gardeners Quiz Maze! 
q ‘Seats in the gardens 2018’ 
 

 

  

WE HAVE EXTENDED THE 
GARDEN & NURSERY OPEN 

TIMES FOR  THE REST OF 
SUMMER & AUTUMN 2020 

SEE WEBSITE 

 

Longframlington 
Gardens
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“We are so excited 
to be holding the 
scissors again...”
... says Laura Anderson

The last five months have been 
so worrying and frustrating 
for us because like the rest of 
the hairdressing industry we 
had to close our doors during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Aside from the health risks 
and concerns, one of the main 
topics of conversation seemed 
to centre around how so many 
people were desperate for 
a haircut.  Every time you 
switched on the television 
presenters and their Zoom 
guests – ladies and men alike - 
were saying they couldn’t wait 
to get back in the chair at their 
local salon or barbers.

So we were all overjoyed to get 
back to what we do best, but 
it is fair to say we have had 
our work cut out to get clients 
looking their best again..

We have all worked so  
many extra hours but at  
the same time we have 
enjoyed a wonderful 
atmosphere in the salon as we 
listened to – and cheerfully 
laughed at – the sometimes 
‘horror’ lockdown hair stories  
being told to us by clients as 
their hair transformations 
were underway.

Many clients had photos or 
‘selfies’ on their phones and 
goodness me there were plenty 
of split ends and overgrown 
roots on view!

But those transformations 

were fabulous to work on and 
the best part was to see the 
relief and sheer joy, on the 
faces of our clients when they 
looked in the mirror to once 
again see their lovely selves 
looking back at them.

At the same time, it was so 
important for us to make sure 
that we had followed all the 
guidelines put in place by the 
Government before salons 
could re-open including our 
stylists wearing face masks 
and visors; temperatures 
being taken; chairs being 
strategically placed at the  
right social distances apart; 
plus, of course, lots of hand 
sanitisers around.

Like other salons this all came 
at a cost, but a worthwhile one 
to re-assure our clients that 
a visit to us was as safe as we 
could possibly make it.

Some people haven’t, however, 
taken that step yet so if they 
are still looking after their 
hair at home, we would say 
continue to use regular masks 
and treatments and stay away 
from box dye colours because 
they can prevent future hair 
colours from working or 
sometimes cause breakages 
on weak ends until they can 
get back into a professional 
stylist’s chair.

In the meantime, everyone 
take care and stay safe

As lockdown eases all of us at my Laura Anderson 
hair salon in Newgate Street, Morpeth, are 
delighted to be back at work pampering to the 
locks of desperately-in-need clients.

H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

01670 516113
1A NEWGATE STREET, MORPETH

OPENING TIMES

TUE 9AM-5PM / WED 9AM-5PM / THU 9AM-7PM
FRI 9AM-6PM / SAT 9AM-4PM

Laura Anderson
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Numbers have dropped during lockdown 
and meetings are currently taking 
place virtually with quizzes and other 
events.  The Air Cadets’ offers a fantastic 
range of learning experiences, personal 
development and exciting activities for 
young people and we are keen to recruit 
both cadets and helpers once everything 
gets back to normal.

Flt Lt Karen Davies who is the Officer 
Commanding the Squadron, which has 
its headquarters in Gas House Lane close 
to the centre of Morpeth, says youngsters 
have to be aged 12 and in Year 8 at school 
before they can join the Squadron which 
normally meets on Monday and Thursday 
evenings from 7pm to 9.15pm.

The Squadron has an average of 34  
male and female cadets led by Flt Lt 
Karen Davies with the assistance of Flt 
Sgt Paul Davies and Sgt James Crozier 
along with a number of civilian instructor 
volunteers some of whom are former 
cadets themselves.

There are 13 core activities that Air Cadets 
take part in and the Morpeth Squadron is 
involved in all of them from flying to first 
aid and obtaining BTEC qualifications.  
“Our cadets get the opportunity to obtain 
recognised qualifications that stand them 
in good stead for adult life…..as well as 
having plenty of fun when they are with 
us,” said Flt Lt Davies.

“For example, we organise a lot of 
adventure training activities such as 
climbing, kayaking, mountain biking and 
navigation training and the Squadron has 
won a number of climbing competitions 
at various events including tri-service.”

“Every year our cadets take part in the 
Duke of Edinburgh scheme with a number 
of them achieving Gold, Silver and Bronze 
awards which culminated in a trip to a 
Royal Palace to receive their awards.”

Flt Lt Davies and Flt Sgt Paul Davies have 
both also received meritorious awards in 
recognition of their own involvement in 
the Duke’s scheme.

“Cadets also have the opportunity to 
represent the Crown as a Lord Lieutenant 
for Northumberland,” said Flt Ltd 
Davies “which means they are invited 

to accompany any Royal visitors to the 
county.  Over the past 10 years we have 
had six of our young people selected to be 
Lord Lieutenant’s cadets.”

During the year, she said, cadets have 
the opportunity to attend various 
camps staying at either RAF bases, or at 
adventure sites both at home and abroad 
as well as being given a fantastic chance 
to take to the skies in a Grob Tutor T1 
aircraft where they can practise different 
flying skills and gain various airborne 
awards.  “This really is an excellent 
opportunity for those cadets who are 
interested in all forms of aviation,” said 
Flt Lt Davies.

The Morpeth Squadron benefits from  
the support of a pro-active civilian 
committee which raises funds as well 
as taking an interest in the well-being 
of the cadets.  As a registered charity, 
the Squadron has received financial 
assistance from the High Sheriff of 
Northumberland, the County Council  
and various other local institutions.

The Morpeth cadets are proud of the fact 
that they are the reigning champions of 
the Durham & Northumberland Sports 
trophy which they have won for the last 
four years.  The trophy is presented to the 
best performing squadron taking part in 
various competitions including 

swimming, athletics, volleyball, cross 
country running and archery.

Cadet Warrant Officer Monet Wendt 
was named as the best female sports 
cadet for three consecutive years 
and has represented the Durham & 
Northumberland Wing at regional, corps 
and tri-service levels while a number of 
cadets have been selected to represent 
the Northern Region in various sports 
including athletics, netball, hockey, 
football and rugby.

As Sports Officer Flt Sgt Davies 
commented: “The Squadron is very proud 
of the achievements of our cadets.”

The Squadron also does a lot of fund-
raising for a number of charities 
including Rothbury House, as well as 
raising £3,500 for the British Legion 
Poppy Appeal.

“Our cadets take great pride in attending 
various parades throughout the year  
and they also attended the inauguration 
of Councillor Byard as Mayor of Morpeth 
when they provided a guard of honour  
for her, and they are always smartly 
turned out in their blue uniforms,” added 
Flt Lt Davies.

Any youngsters interested in finding out 
more about the Morpeth Squadron Air 
Cadets - or indeed potential adult helpers 
- can log on to oc.404@aircadets.org for 
further information.

Morpeth Air 
Cadets Squadron

High flying cadets!
As chair of the Civilian Committee of Morpeth 404 Squadron Air Cadets, Councillor 
Alison Byard introduces an Inside Morpeth special feature about the squadron by saying: 
“Morpeth is an excellent squadron which is well respected in the Wing (Durham and 
Northumberland region).

Councillor Alison Byard with the Morpeth Air Cadets Squadron
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Before and after shots of the Victorian bothy

 
Pele Tower

The 14th Century Pele Tower in the 
village of Cresswell was a virtual ruin 
before work started on restoring and 
repairing it so the Grade II* listed 
structure could be removed from Historic 
England’s ‘Heritage at Risk’ on which 
it was placed because of its dilapidated 
condition, as well as being opened to the 
public for the first time in its history.

Now it has had a new roof fitted after 
being totally exposed to the elements 
for more than half a century.  The Pele 
Tower’s stonework has been repointed, 
its windows glazed, floors re-laid, heating 
and electricity installed and a viewing 
gallery created so that visitors can 
climb to the top of the building to enjoy 
spectacular views across Druridge Bay.

Once the building work has been 
completed, the three storey Tower will be 
fitted out with interpretation panels and 
displays prior to its anticipated opening 
to the public sometime early next spring.  

That will be the culmination of a 
five-year project led by the Cresswell 
Pele Tower Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO) which was set up by 
Cresswell Parish Council with the support 
and assistance of Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust, to give the 600-year-
old structure a sustainable future.

In the Middle Ages around 170 Pele 
Towers were built as miniature castles 
across Northumberland, Cumbria and 
the Scottish Borders to provide local 
communities with some form of shelter 

and protection against the raids of the 
notorious Border Reivers.

Now, however, only a handful remain  
in relatively good condition with 
Cresswell being one of the best examples 
still standing.

The work has been able to go ahead 
thanks to the CIO securing more than 
£780,000 of lottery funding as well 
as the support of a number of other 
organisations including Parkdean Resorts 
in whose grounds of its Cresswell Holiday 
Park the tower stands. But it had to be 
halted earlier in the year because of the 
outbreak of the coronavirus.  

Inevitably that has meant that the project 
competition date has slipped but it is 
hoped that all the capital works on the 
Tower as well as the restoration of a 
derelict Victorian bothy in the corner of 
what was Cresswell Hall’s walled garden, 
which is also being restored as part of the 
project, will be completed by this October.

Progress has been made by a team of 
volunteers during the lockdown period, 
to clear and plant parts of the borders of 
the walled garden which was once part 
of six acre complex of kitchen gardens 
belonging to the Hall which was built 
between 1821 and 1825.  

Pele Tower assistant project manager and 
local resident and Barry Mead, told Inside 
Morpeth: “We are continuing to work in 
the walled garden clearing vegetation 
and planting flower beds and later in the 

year when work on the tower has been 
completed we will also be tidying up the 
surrounding woodland.

“However, to keep everyone safe  
we are limiting volunteering 
opportunities at present but when  
we do get back to something like 
normality any help anyone can give  
will be much appreciated.”

Volunteers have played a significant 
role in the Pele Tower restoration 
project including being involved in 
archaeological digs close to the site 
which have unearthed many fascinating 
artefacts as well as evidence to show that 
primitive communities were living in the 
Cresswell area some 10,000 years ago.

“We can’t wait for all the work to be 
finished so that the Pele Tower can be 
opened to the public because it will help 
give people a real insight as to what life 
might have been like in our village many 
hundreds of years ago,” added Barry.

Pele Tower progress
Major construction work that will not only safeguard the future of a piece of 
history on the Northumberland coast but will transform it into what should 
become a popular visitor attraction, is only weeks away from completion.

Re-roofed again to keep out the elements
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I N  M O R P E T H

P ro u d l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y

Traders and business people have gone that
extra mile to make sure shopping and eating out

in Morpeth is as safe as possible right now.

Our message is that it is time to continue
supporting Morpeth's high street because we need

your business now more than ever before
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