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As you read this edition of our Inside Morpeth magazine
there will literally be just a few days left until Christmas
which no doubt might be a frightening prospect for those
with presents still to buy as well as the turkey and all the
trimmings to order for lunch on the big day!
These days with shopping habits changing and everyone
leading busy and hectic lives, it seems that all too often Santa
with his sleigh is being replaced by White Van Man when it
comes to delivering those Christmas gifts. So it’s perhaps an
appropriate time for a gentle reminder that if you still like
visiting the high street especially at this time of the year, then
there really is no better place to do some of your Christmas
shopping than right here in Morpeth!
As a leading market town Morpeth is blessed by having such
a large and varied choice of shops both smaller independent
traders and the multi-nationals who between them can offer
all most people need for Christmas. But shopping at Christmas
should be more than just popping out to buy some presents - it
should be about savouring the atmosphere of the Christmas
lights, joining in with the carol singers, perhaps enjoying a
glass of mulled wine and a mince pie or a bite to eat with all
the family... and Morpeth can offer all of that in abundance!
The town centre was packed again when the Christmas lights
were switched on – and remember Morpeth has one of the
very best and brightest festive displays in the whole of the
northern region – and there’s plenty more to enjoy right up
until Christmas Day. So why not take a trip into town to soak
up the unique atmosphere of Christmas and at the same time
shop local and buy a present or two from Morpeth’s traders
who will be delighted to serve you.

Ian Leech

Editor of Inside Morpeth

Editor: Ian Leech, Tel: 07968 102 547 Email: ian-leech@sky.com
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From all of us at Inside Morpeth
we wish everyone a truly
peaceful and merry Christmas
and a happy and healthy New
Year to all our readers.
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Morpeth Station

Station revamp
nearing the
end of the line
Rail passengers travelling to and from
Morpeth’s historic railway station can
look forward to 2020 and new era
of journeys in and out of a station
that stands out as one of the most
characterful along the whole length
of the main East Coast line between
King’s Cross in London and Waverley
in Edinburgh Ian Leech reports.

Kerry Peters, Arriva’s Head of Trains and Stations North East

Morpeth Station
forecourt. In the New Year Arriva
Rail North will also be recruiting staff
to run the new ticket office inside the
station that will operate extended opening
hours from 6.30am to 5.30pm on Mondays
to Saturdays.
Kerry Peters, Arriva’s Head of Trains and
Stations North East, told Inside Morpeth
that GMDT has done what she described
as an ‘amazing’ job redeveloping and
transforming a fantastic old building and
restoring it to its former glory.

“... an ‘amazing’ job redeveloping and

transforming a fantastic old building and
restoring it to its former glory.”
Kerry Peters, Arriva’s Head of Trains and Stations North East

Work is nearing completion on an
ambitious redevelopment programme
at the main station building that has
retained its character and wherever
possible its original features, at the same
time as creating the sort of facilities
modern travellers require along with
some much-needed office space for
budding businesses in Morpeth.
The transformation of the station that
was originally designed by the renowned
Victorian architect Benjamin Green and
opened in 1846 by the Newcastle and
Berwick Railway Company, has been
seven years in the making and just over
12 months in construction.
The idea of giving Morpeth a modern
station in an historic Grade II Listed
building, was initially mooted by Greater
Morpeth Development Trust whose
first job was to convince line and train
operators Network Rail and Arrive Rail
North, that a small charitable organisation
could deliver such a far-reaching scheme.
Once that was accomplished the next
job was to bring together a partnership
of funders prepared to back the plan
with the £2.2 million needed to carry
out the work.
That was successfully achieved through
securing feasibility funding from Homes
and Communities Agency, Heritage
Lottery and Architectural Heritage Fund
Grant, and the resulting work released
a major Heritage Lottery Grant, funding
from the Railway Heritage Trust and
support from Northumberland County
Council, North East Rural Growth
Network and the track and train
operators, so allowing main contractors

STP Construction to move on the site at
the beginning of the year to start work.
The sheer scale and challenges of
the job that has been undertaken at
Morpeth Railway Station cannot be
underestimated. The contractors have
had to work literally a few feet away
from one of busiest main train lines in
the country’s rail network with all the
difficulties and safety considerations
that has brought with it. For instance,
when scaffolding had to be put up and
later dismantled power to the main line
had to be isolated which meant that on
three separate weekends up to 50 men
were working and while the work was
being done no electric trains could run
through Morpeth.
The re-instatement of the 15 tall chimneys
which gave the station its distinctive
appearance, required the stonework to
be man-handled to the roof because there
was no space to bring in heavy lifting gear
to do the job. Beautiful old fireplaces that
once heated the station, have all been
retained and restored in the new office
spaces along with exposed beams in the
café area.
Inevitably when working on such an
old building, unforeseen problems have
cropped up from time to time which
have impacted slightly on the works’
programme that will result in the final
completion being a little behind schedule.
However, that will allow GMDT time to
secure an operator for the new station
café and to let office space to local
businesses while work goes on to build
a new taxi office in a quirky caboose
guards’ van style building in the station

“The scaffolding is now down while work
goes on to complete the interior, putting
our booking office back into the heart of
the building as well as making space for
a new café and toilets all of which will
immensely improve the experience for
our customers using Morpeth Railway
Station,” she said.
“We are in the process of recruiting and
training staff who will take over from
Betty Greener when she retires early next
year. Opening hours of the booking office
will also be extended and will operate
in line with the official opening when
the full redevelopment is completed.
Unfortunately we will not be able to
expand those new opening times to
include Sundays at the moment.”
GMDT Chairman Doug Phillips
summarised the project by saying: “It
has certainly been challenging but also
very exciting. Our role in the town is
to enhance Morpeth for residents and
visitors and by taking on this huge job and
sticking with it for seven years, we have
shown great commitment from a Trust
with only three members of staff.
“Now we cannot wait to see it finished
and get the public’s reaction to what is
being accomplished at the station. We
have been delighted with the quality of
workmanship to date and although a lot
of the structural work undertaken will
never be seen what has been done will
ensure the future of this historic building
for many years to come.
“All along we have taken a partnership
approach with the funders and
contractors involved in the project and
I think this has added value to what will
be delivered at the end of the day and
even right now we are in discussions with
Network Rail about the Phase 2 works
around the platform canopies which we
hope will commence later in 2020.
“We believe the Trust and our partners,
funders and contractors can be satisfied
that we are once again giving Morpeth
residents and businesses a railway station
that is not only fit-for-purpose in this day
and age but is a fitting gateway entrance
into this historic town of ours.”
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Wansbeck Garden
Centre

It’s beginning to look
a lot like Christmas..!
It’s that time of year again of twinkling lights, festive carols and merry celebrations as
Christmas is almost upon us. For me one of the most enjoyable moments of the festive
season is picking out a real Christmas tree with the family from the garden centre then
taking it home to enjoy all the fun of decorating it explains Nic Crofts of Wansbeck
Garden Centre at North Seaton, Ashington.
Appearance and Fragrance
Real Christmas Trees look and smell
natural and continue a festive tradition
that goes back to pagan times and for
me nothing can beat the smell of a real
tree in the house at Christmastime.
The Nordman Fir is the most popular
Christmas tree that is sold every year due
to its low needle drop (if any) because it is
a cut tree that will keep its needles right
throughout the festive season providing
it has a stand with water in it to keep it
fresh and also as long as it is not placed
near a direct heat source.

Environmental Benefits
Real trees are much better for the
environment. A single Christmas tree can
absorb up to one ton of carbon dioxide
over its lifetime providing enough oxygen
for 18 people every day.
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More Christmas trees being grown at any
one time means much-needed clean air
being produced from our Christmas tree
forests preventing the earth’s warming
‘greenhouse effect.’ The grower we use
replaces every tree they cut with newly
planted saplings meaning the demand for
growing more Christmas trees each year
is good for the environment.

Recycling your real Christmas tree
More than 90 per cent of real Christmas
trees sold each year are recycled. Most
can be disposed of as garden waste but
check with your local council first, or
any customers buying a tree from us can
bring it back to Wansbeck Garden Centre
where we will have it chipped into garden
much. Or alternatively – prop up your
Christmas tree when it is time to take it
down, near a bird feeder as a hiding
place and playground for small birds
in your garden.

Real Christmas trees are a clear winner!
Our Nordman Firs are priced at 6 to 7 feet
at £29.99 while 7 to 8 foot trees are £34.99.
We also have potted rooted Christmas
trees which can be brought indoors
during the Christmas period then popped
back outside in the new year.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year from us all at Wansbeck Garden
Centre and café!
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Tony Carter

Planning Consultant Tony Carter who is looking to not only grow his business but offer job opportunites to trainee planners

New planning consultancy firm has
established its roots in Morpeth
A Northumberland man who left school with no plan and
found his way to the top of the planning profession has
launched his own firm.
Now Tony Carter is confident his new
Morpeth-based consultancy ‘CarterSmith Planning Consultants’ can help
others realise their dreams, whether it’s
a construction project or a step up into a
planning career.

over the world in harsh environments,
then joined civvy street as a lorry driver,
bus driver, firefighter and environmental
health officer before finding his vocation
and rising through the ranks in the
complex planning world.

The company has big ambitions to create
jobs and give graduates a leg up into the
career Tony eventually made his life.

“I haven’t taken the normal academic
or professional route to get where I
am today. Back in the day, I had few
qualifications, but through hard work,
determination and research, getting to
know the people and the area, and the
life experiences I have, makes me look at
things differently,” he said.

As a former Principal Planning Officer
for Northumberland County Council, and
gaining private sector experience with a
small development firm, Tony believes his
knowledge of the North East, including its
geography, people and planning policies,
gives him a more personal edge over
other firms operating in the North East.
Born in Hepscott Park, near Morpeth,
(coincidently in later life he became case
officer for planning developments on the
site), Tony did not follow the traditional
career route into planning. Leaving King
Edward VI school in Morpeth, he spent
considerable time in the army, serving all
8 inside Morpeth

“Planning is a fascinating and rewarding
subject and, although my route into it
wasn’t exactly planned, I can spot raw
talent and help others get into the field. If
business keeps growing as it is, I hope to
be able to recruit more staff and devise a
graduate scheme to attract the brightest
and best. I got my town planning master
of science degree later in life but I’d like
to help others get a head start using my
experience and knowledge of planning.”

Carter-Smith Planning Consultants now
has clients from all over Northumberland,
ranging from Alnwick in the north,
Hexham in the west, Blyth in the east
and Newcastle in the south. Other
clients outside of Northumberland
include Newcastle, Durham and
Teesside. The business offers a ‘onestop shop’ for all aspects of planning
legislation, including complex local
development plan requirements,
planning applications and appeals.
Other services also include plan drawings
and development site appraisals.
But it is Tony’s first-hand local knowledge
and in-depth research that sets him apart.
Carter-Smith employs fully qualified and
experienced Chartered Town Planners
and architects and is currently working
on a number of retail, industrial and
housing projects across the North East.
The firm is also sponsoring Morpeth
Town AFC and has funded the team’s
training kit.
For planning advice and assistance,
including plan drawings, please email
tony@cartersmithplanning.com or
telephone 0771 896 7722 / 07999 541 397

INCREDIBLE OFFER! PLUS 5% EXTR A DISCOUNT

Experience the definitive
Norwegian winter coastal voyage

NORWAY’S
NORTHERN LIGHTS

FREE VOYAGE

if the aurora borealis doesn’t
occur on your 12-day voyage
October to March*

12-day Classic Round Voyage WITH FLIGHTS
Bergen – Kirkenes – Bergen
This voyage visits 34 ports of call along the Norwegian coastline visiting places inaccessible by road or rail, all whilst keeping
your eyes peeled for the magical Northern Lights. This unique but highly acclaimed voyage includes return flights from
London, full board and Hurtigruten’s Northern Lights Promise*. There’s also a fantastic range of excursions available**.

CLASSIC ROUND VOYAGE
INCLUDING FLIGHTS
& Full board
JANUARY – MARCH 2020
12 DAYS
FROM

£1,249 PP

Call Northumbria Travel 01670 829922
Visit www.northumbriatravel.com or email us at info@northumbriatravel.com
82 Front Street East, Bedlington, Northumberland NE22 5AB
Price shown is per person based on two people sharing an unspecified inside cabin departing including full board voyage, return flights from London and
transfers. Regional airports are available at a supplement. *Receive a 6-day Classic Voyage South or 7-day Classic Voyage North FREE OF CHARGE if
the aurora borealis does not occur on your 12-day voyage. **Available to book at extra cost. Offer combinable with Ambassador discounts. All prices and
availability correct at time of going to press.
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Offer must end 30th December 2019

Just Taxis

If you need a TAXI
JUST give us a call
A family-run taxi firm based
in Morpeth is celebrating
the milestone of reaching the
tenth anniversary of launching
the business.
Just Taxis was started with one vehicle
by owner Duncan Peace but now he has
a fleet of 10 modern, silver-coloured
vehicles operating around the clock that
are capable of meeting all passenger
travel needs.
In the time the company has been in
business Duncan says it has built up a
first-class reputation for exceptional
service, reliability and punctuality
adding: “Every time one of our drivers
makes a run passenger safety is at the
very heart of everything we do.
“All our uniformed professional drivers
most of whom have been with us for a
long time, are not only courteous, friendly
and helpful to passengers but are properly
licensed by the local authority as well as
being CRB checked,” said Duncan.
The firm not only operates the
conventional taxi service but also runs a
chauffeur service, does daily local school
runs and can operate as a courier and
parcel delivery agent. Early morning runs
to Newcastle Airport or the Central Station
are a speciality of Just Taxis. Facilities for
paying fares using credit/debit cards are
available in all the taxis.
Before setting up his business
Duncan worked for many years as
the service manager for a major local
auto business and a prestigious model
Tyneside dealership.

After leaving the auto-industry Just Taxis
was started whilst Duncan also signed
on as a retained fire-fighter working
from the Morpeth then Pegswood Fire
Stations. Three years ago, however, he
switched emergency services to become
a paramedic and currently he is studying
for a degree in Paramedic Science at
Sunderland University.
“I just feel working for both services has
been a way of giving something back to
the community and it is rewarding to
know that you are helping people when
they really need help most,” he said.
Duncan says he is proud of the reputation
Just Taxis has built up over the years it
has been in business. “Credit has to go
to our loyal and hard-working drivers
and customers because without their
commitment Just Taxis would never have
grown into the successful business it is
today,” he said.

MORPETH
MOTORPARTS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sundays 10am - 4pm
Dark Lane, Morpeth, NE61 1SU
(behind the Bike Shop)
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“We have many customers who use us
time and time again and are also more
than comfortable in recommending us to
family and friends,” he said.
“We are also proud to be able to sponsor
Morpeth Town Football and Morpeth
Rugby clubs because we see this as a
way of giving something back to the
people of the town who support our Just
Taxis business.”
The Festive Season is, of course, always
one when taxis are much in demand
and Duncan says they are now taking
bookings for runs over Christmas and
New Year. “We would suggest that anyone
wanting a taxi at Christmas and New Year
gives us an early call to book the day and
time they require our services,” he added.
Just Taxis are always looking for new
drivers to join the team so Duncan added:
“Anyone looking for a new employment
opportunity or a change of job should get
in touch with us and we will help them
start a new career with us.”

Thousands of genuine and
aftermarket parts for cars,
vans, bikes and trikes
Free fitting on most bulbs, wipers and batteries*
* T&C’s apply
T (01670) 432101
T (01670) 513057
E info@morpethmotorparts.co.uk

Bookings
being taken
now for
Christmas and
New Year
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“Passeng
Morpeth’s largest taxi
company with an
excellent reputation
for exceptional service
24 hours a day 7 days
a week.
Friendly and reliable drivers with a
large ﬂeet of vehicles.
Early morning runs to Newcastle
Airport or Central Station a speciality
of the ﬁrm.

Morpeth Ltd
Catering for
all passenger
travel needs

Proud sponsors of
Morpeth Town Football and
Morpeth Rugby Clubs

Call us on 07957 495503
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Unit 2b Coopies Field,
Coopies Lane, Morpeth
NE61 6JT

Sanderson
Arcade

Wishing you a merry Arcade Christmas!
By Sanderson Arcade Manager Joel Plumley
It’s been a busy time for us
here at Sanderson Arcade!
We celebrated our 10th
anniversary of the opening of
the Arcade on November 12th
2009 by Joanna Lumley OBE
and the centre remains one
the north east’s leading retail
destinations.

Morpeth Mayor Alison Byard and a
Christmas address from Rev Simon White.
Santa Claus and Mrs Claus were also there
delivering joy to Sanderson Arcade.

The birthday was celebrated with a
reception at Barluga and we also unveiled
a special piece of art in the centre. The
celebration was even more special for
stores who have been with us for those 10
years such as M&S, New Look, Fat Face,
Laura Ashley and O2.

We also hosted the stars of Frozen, Anna
and Elsa on November 30th. After the
release of the new Frozen 2 movie the
snow sisters were able to bring both frosty
and festive joy to Morpeth.

We have also been busy organising our
Christmas lights switch-on. The event
was a massive success with fantastic
performances from Spark and Morpeth
All Saints school Choir.
The stage was hosted by Smooth Radio
and showcased speeches from the

The light switch-on was followed by a
magical five minute firework display
as well as the traditional Clock Tower
bells. The wonderful Voice of the Town
choir closed the show with a fantastic
performance full of Christmas songs as
well as gospel classics.

The Christmas festivities continue
throughout December with Santa’s Grotto
returning to the Arcade on December 7th.
The last Farmers’ Market of the year will
be held on the same day serving some
jolly treats in the Market Place.
There will also be a very merry visit
from Santa’s reindeers on December 21st
before they make their journey to deliver

all the presents on Christmas Eve. The
reindeers will be at the Arcade between
10am - 4pm and it is a free event in the
Piazza Area.
The Sanderson Arcade team would like
to wish all our lovely customers a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Thank
you for your support throughout 2019 and
indeed over the last 10 years.
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WALLPAPER
STRIPPERS

DUMPERS

YOUR TOOL HIRE AND GARDEN
MACHINERY SPECIALISTS IN
NORTHUMBERLAND
SHOWROOM
CLEARANCE

SCARIFIERS

OFF ALL NEW
PETROL LAWNMOWERS

WOOD
CHIPPERS

CARPET
CLEANERS

360°
EXCAVATOR

10% DISCOUNT

Garden machinery winter
servicing now available

Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JN

T. 01670 512793 www.maxhire.co.uk

the

BathroomandTile

Co.

Discover an extensive range
of beautiful bathrooms
and stunning tiles locally!
A truly inspirational showroom for
creating the perfect bathroom.
the

BathroomandTile

Co.

Tel: 01670 522 066

www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk
38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
Trade enquiries welcome
ACTUAL INSTALLATION

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL
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Altoria

The ‘Bungalow Developers’
are about to develop again!
Three years after launching a property development company specialising exclusively
in building outstanding new bungalows Morpeth-based husband and wife team Alan and
Victoria Fleming are about to start a second expansion phase of their Altoria business.
After successfully completing and selling
all of their 14 bungalows in Station
Road, Stannington Alan and Victoria are
announcing they are to develop a ‘sister’
site of another eight homes just over
the road from their first development at
Furrow Grove.

demand there has been from potential
purchasers,” said Victoria. “The first eight
at Furrow Grove were all bought ‘off plan’
and the second phase of the site was also
quickly snapped up as well.”

Before then Altoria will also have started
work on building another four bungalows
at Blyth.

What also no doubt made the first
development so attractive to potential
home-owners was that they were given
the opportunity to work with Alan and
Victoria at an early build stage to give
their bungalows a bespoke feel by being
able to design and select elements of their
new home such as the final lay-out of
their kitchens and bathrooms, as well as
the choice of cabinet doors and flooring.

“When we decided to go into property
development we made a conscious
decision to concentrate on building
bungalows because we felt that was
where there was a gap in the market and
we feel that has been borne out by the

“We continued that approach on the
second phase because it was so popular
with our purchasers with the result that
no two of the 14 bungalows at Furrow
Grove are the same,” said Alan. “We
intend to continue with that tailored

They hope to start work on the new
properties in four or five months time
with the first of the new homes being
ready for occupation by the end of
next year.

approach because it means our owners
end up with a property that perfectly suits
their own personal requirements.”
Altoria’s completed bungalows have
all been fitted out to an excellent level
of finish with granite worktops, underfloor heating, double garages and
appliances such as fridges, freezers and
dishwashers all included in the standard
price of the property.
“We are always looking out for new sites
to develop and have another two in the
pipeline at the moment so we will be
announcing them as soon as we can,”
added Victoria.
Any potential purchasers can contact
Altoria Development to register their
interest in one of the company’s
proposed bungalows at Blyth or the new
Stannington site, by calling (01670) 432601
or emailing info@altoriadevelopment.co.uk
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The Morpeth
Practice

Mum’s the word at Morpeth Practice!
Whenever there is a baby-boom in a workplace, most people tend to say
“there must be something in the water” but staff at The Morpeth Practice have
narrowed it down, and it’s not something coming out of their taps!
What’s to thank, or blame depending on
your perspective? An office chair!
In the last eight months it’s blessed four
different ladies, who have sat in it, with
new arrivals or bumps. Shortly after the
arrival of the new item of furniture two
girls announced they were pregnant
within two weeks of each other. Gabrielle
Twist is now proud mum to toddler
Olivia and another member of the team
welcomed baby Annabelle.
So two departures prompted an office
re-shuffle. Practice Manager Stephanie
Corbett ended up in the “hot seat” and
barely a couple of weeks later became
mum-to-be number three!
“It didn’t end there though” joked Stef,
who is about to start her maternity
leave. Para-planner support Rachel Smith,
is the latest to sport a proud new bump.

Northumberland
Calendar 2020
A beautiful calendar
featuring the images
of locally based
photographers
Anita Nicholson &
John Fatkin
Size 30cms x 30cms

NEW

Dan Jackson
A stirring account of the
Northumbrians and their
astonishing contribution to
British and global history.
Why is the North-East the
most distinctive region of
England? Where do the
stereotypes about North
Easterners come from, and
why are they so often
misunderstood? In this wideranging new history of the
people of North-East England,
Dan Jackson explores the
deep roots of Northumbrian
culture.
Hardback
320 pages

£20.00
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Cycle Rides in
Northumberland and
Tyneside
Ted Liddle
Easy to follow 1:50,000
Ordnance Survey map based
book, features thirty three
carefully selected cycle rides
along quiet country lanes,
tracks, bridleways and
wagon-ways in
Northumberland and Tyneside.
The rides are between 8 and 30
miles long, graded from easy to
moderate on mostly level
terrain. The routes are
especially suitable for
beginners, families and
younger riders.
Ringbound
128 pages

“You don’t expect a financial gain with
office furniture, but this chair has been
very profitable for some,” said James.
The Morpeth Practice, Appointed
Representatives of St. James’s Place
Wealth Management, has its headquarters
in Appleby House, a Grade II listed
building next to the Waterford Arms.
It’s been trading for 17 years since being
formed by the two financial advisers and
now employs more than 20 people.
The business boasts clients from all parts
of the country, as well as the North East.
Pictured are Stephanie Corbett - Practice
Manager, Gabrielle Twist and baby Olivia and
Rachel Smith - Para-planner support

Northern
Heritage
Gift Ideas

NEW

£6.99

The Northumbrians

“It’s fantastic news, but if this trend
continues, we may have to start making
people stand up” joked Peter Grieves
who runs the company with his business
partner James Ritchfield.

£12.99

Walk, cycle and explore
Northumberland and
discover its natural
beauty, history and
heritage.
Available from Tourist Information
Centres, visitor attractions or
direct from Northern Heritage

Unit 7, New Kennels,
Blagdon Estate, Seaton Burn,
Northumberland, NE13 6DB
FREEPHONE: 0800 716 959
or 01670 789 940
www.northern-heritage.co.uk
Mail order from Northern Heritage
add £2.95 P&P for any order
All major credit cards accepted,
cheques made payable to:
Northern Heritage

A DV E RT I S I N G F E AT U R E

I S YO U R I N C O M E S U F F E R I N G
F R O M P E R S I S T E N T LY L OW
I N T E R E S T R AT E S ?
A well-balanced investment strategy is suitable for investors with
longer-term income needs.
Whether you are a saver or a spender,
planning your retirement, or already
enjoying your silver years, we all want one
thing – to get our money working harder.
Yet in the current financial climate, it can
be difficult to know how to do this.
It’s now more than ten years since the
onset of the financial crisis, but its effects
are still being felt. Higher taxation, wage
stagnation and rising living costs are just
some of the consequences. But perhaps
most significantly, cash savers in bank
and building society deposits have been
the real losers in this era of record low
interest rates.
History shows that investing in equities,
or shares, has provided investors with a
better chance of outpacing inflation over
the long term versus other asset classes;
particularly if they can pick stocks that
make dividend payments year after year.
There are indications that the recent trend
of increasing dividend payments could be
sustainable in the near term.
The outlook for equity income funds could
also be on the up.These have a strong track

record for delivering attractive, sustainable
income and steady returns over the long
term. Some are better for income, while
others provide better prospects for total
return by reinvesting income. St. James’s
Place offers a diversified range of equity
income funds.
Corporate bond funds also remain popular,
particularly with cautious investors.
We strongly believe that a diversified
fixed-interest strategy with exposure to
investment grade, sub-investment grade
and senior secured debt will help position
your portfolio to benefit from growth
across the credit spectrum.

THE FALL IN
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
VALUES, AFTER THE
CREDIT CRUNCH,
LEFT MANY NURSING
SIGNIFICANT LOSSES.
However, history does suggest that
commercial property has a place in
a portfolio for income investors. Its

long-term track record is strong and,
importantly, it offers returns that are
largely independent of other asset classes.
Investors should, however, note that
investing in real asset classes (equities,
corporate bonds and commercial
property) does not provide the security of
capital which is characteristic of a deposit
account with a bank or building society.
The value of capital, and income from it,
can fall as well as rise and you may not get
back the original amount invested.
A well-diversified, well-managed portfolio
which blends a range of asset classes
remains the most suitable strategy for
investors to satisfy their longer-term
income needs.
At St. James’s Place we believe that our
ability to tailor solutions to an individual’s
needs and attitude to risk means your
income investments are in good hands.
The value of an investment with
St. James’s Place will be directly linked to
the performance of the funds you select and
the value can therefore go down as well as
up.You may get back less than you invested.

THE MORPETH PRACTICE LTD

Senior Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management
Tel: 01670 505333
Email: advice@themorpethpractice.co.uk
Web: www.themorpethpractice.co.uk

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products.
The ‘St. James’s Place Partnership’ and titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.
H2SJP33636 11/19
inside Morpeth 17

Yoga Den

New Year, New Yoga
By Christie Harley

At New Year we
often set ourselves
resolutions and goals
to try and live by.

Sometimes these goals are unrealistic
and after a few weeks, we get back
into old habits. In 2020 why not set
yourself a realistic, attainable goal,
looking after your mental well-being.
Mental health includes our
psychological, emotional and
social well-being. It affects how

we act, feel, think, eat and sleep,
it also determines how we react
to stressful situations. 676 million
people are affected by mental health
issues worldwide, and 1 in 4 people
experience a mental health issue each
year. To improve your mental wellbeing, you must eat well, get physical
and take control of your stress.

Daily range of classes for all ages
& abilities from as little as £4.70 a class
running from 7am until 8pm
@christieharleyyoga

Telephone 07725 032 349 or visit christieharleyyoga.com
Wellwood House Dark Lane, Morpeth NE61 1SU (Next Door to Motorbike Shop)
Enquire or book in for a class at www.christieharleyyoga.com/timetable
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Yoga Den

How can Yoga help?
Get physical
On the contrary to what is portrayed in films and in adverts, in
Yoga we don’t just sit crossed legged and om. Yoga can be a very
physical practice. Vinyasa Flow is a modern style of Yoga, using
the breath in unison with the posture and movement. This class
lasts 75 minutes and will challenge you. Even though vinyasa is a
dynamic practice, it does not lose the essence of Yoga. Controlling
the breath and moving through the postures helps to calm and
quiet the mind. This style is perfect for anyone with busy lives,
wanting to combine fitness with mindfulness and meditation.
For anyone wanting to try this practice, there are also gentle
vinyasa flows, as well as chill-out flow classes which are great
for beginners.

Take control of your stress
For anyone wanting to simply de-stress, Yin yoga and or
Restorative yoga could be the answer. These styles are more
passive, holding poses for up to 15 minutes, which increases
flexibility and mobility, as well as inducing the relaxation
response in the body. The relaxation response is the opposite of
where we generally sit, (fight, flight or freeze) so the body will be
less stressed, more relaxed and ready to sleep.

Eat well
Yoga will not show you how or what to eat, but as your body
gains flexibility, develops muscle and tone, it will improve your
metabolism. Regular practice of yoga will also help you to listen
to your body, using intuition to guide you to eat when your body
needs it, not when it wants it.

Get Social
With the diverse yogis who attend classes at Yoga Den, you
will not think you’re in a ‘typical’ yoga studio that you see in
magazines and on tv. Yogis come in all different shapes, sizes,
ages and at different times of their life. Men also attend!! Yes
men, it’s not just for women! The great thing about the studio is
the social aspect. We’re all friends, there are no cliques, everyone
welcomes everyone. You don’t need to stay quiet when you enter
the studio everyone talks to everyone.

As well as the daily classes, there are also day retreats,
weekend retreats, yoga holidays in Spain and even meals and
nights out to come along to, adding an extra special something
to your yoga practice.

New year, new you? Or new year, new yoga?
Book online at www.christieharleyyoga.com/timetable and
choose from over 20 classes per week, paying as little as £4.70
per class (block booking). Pay as you go, 5/11 class passes, and
unlimited monthly options available.

Yoga for Children
NHS statistics currently say that there are 80,000 children in the
UK living with a mental health illness, depression and anxiety
being part of this.
It is my belief that if we incorporate mindfulness, meditation
and Yoga as part of a child’s lifestyle from a young age, then poor
mental health problems will decrease, and as children grow, they
will be better informed to deal with stress and anxiety triggers.
From January 2020, there will be student yoga classes for 12 to 18
year olds, Tuesday 3.45 to 4.45pm. We also have Ceitlan Joie Yoga
running Yoga classes for children on weekends. These classes
are aimed at four to 11 years, incorporating fun games with Yoga
postures and breath work. To book weekend children’s classes
with Ceitlan please visit @ceitlanjoieyoga on Facebook.

Looking forward to seeing you on the mat, yogi!

LIFE HOLISTIC
THERAPIES
Locally-based business running clinics from
Yoga Den Dark Lane, Morpeth, specialising
in Swedish and Advanced Massage,
Reflexology, Indian Head Massage,
Aromatherapy and Reiki - complementary
therapies promoting individual wellness
and healing for people... and animals.

Vegan friendly and
against animal testing
For more information contact
Rachel Summerson who is fully
qualified, registered and insured at
rachel.holistichealth@gmail.com

Range of vouchers now available that would make perfect Christmas gifts for a loved one
inside Morpeth 19

Pharma Nord

Your Winter Survival Kit
Some sound nutritional advice
from Morpeth-based Pharma Nord
to help you ward off winter colds,
coughs and flus.
As the nights draw in, the inevitable sniffles
signal the start of the peak cold season.
Whilst it is true that we can get a cold at any
time during the year, most people consider the
winter months to be common cold season.
There are several reasons why colds are more
common at this time of year:
•	People spend more time indoors and closer
to each other during the winter.
•	Children are in school and sharing germs
with many more children than they do
during the summer.
•	The viruses that cause the common cold
spread more easily in cold, dry air.
•	Our nasal passages are drier during the
winter (due to drier air), allowing cold
viruses to take hold and make us sick
more than they can during the spring and
summer months.

So, how do you protect
yourself?
A number of different nutritional supplements
can help you to ward off the inevitable colds,
coughs and flu which are all too common after
the clocks have gone back.
Here, Morpeth-based company, Pharma
Nord UK, takes us through some of the best
you can buy.
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Pharma Nord Bio-Vitamin
D3 – the sunshine vitamin
Vitamin D is vital for a healthy
immune system. Our body will
produce vitamin D provided there is
an adequate amount of UVB light from
sun exposure, meaning during the
darker winter months, we typically
don’t get adequate amounts. Research
indicates that vitamin D stimulates the
production of powerful antimicrobial
peptides in the body, which help to
fight off bacteria, fungi and viruses.*
In research, vitamin D has also shown
to have a positive effect on our mental
health. In a randomized, double-blind
control trial, vitamin D was shown to
reduce depressive symptoms associated
with various depression disorders in
individuals with low vitamin D.*

Pharma Nord Bio-Glucan
Plus - priming your
defences
1,3 1,6 beta glucans are a specific
purified yeast derivative which are
harmless, yet are able to trigger an
unspecific immune response, priming
the immune system in the same
way as for a harmful flu or cold, but
without the symptoms. In research, this
immunity boost reduces the chance
of catching a cold or a flu, including

through the cold autumn or winter
months which represent peak cold
and flu season. Similar research has
shown beta-glucans can also reduce
the severity of upper respiratory tract
infections, such as coughs, if taken
during winter.*

Pharma Nord BioInfluZinc+C - soothing
your nose, throat and
airways
If a cold starts to take hold, it is possible
to reduce its duration thanks to zinc.
Zinc-based lozenges specifically, have
been shown to have significant benefits
in shortening the duration of colds and
flu. In a paper published in the Lancet,
Zinc lozenges were shown to reduce
the duration of colds by almost 50%
9. It is proposed that zinc interrupts
the ability of various pathogens to
reproduce and spread within the body.
Much like zinc, vitamin C contributes to
a normal healthy immune system and
helps protect the body from oxidative
stress. Vitamin C also supports health
energy metabolism and the reduction
of tiredness and fatigue. BioInfluZinc+C comes in lozenge form to
ensure fast absorption into the blood
stream of its active ingredients Vitamin
C and zinc.*
* References Available on Request

Introducing the Pharma Nord
Winter Survival Kit
£7.95
Bio-Vitamin D3
1000IU 80 Capsules

£7.95
Bio-InfluZinc+C
90 Pastilles

£19.95
Bio-Glucan Plus
60 Tablets

For Inside Morpeth readers
PLUS order now and get
a FREE 2020 diary when
you spend £25 or more**

Normal price £35.85

£30.47*

Mention Inside Morpeth magazine

Call 01670 534 900 or
visit www.pharmanord.co.uk
* No further discounts apply, while stocks last.
** While stocks last
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The Old Registry

New homes are selling fast
One of the most highly anticipated residential
developments in Morpeth is nearing completion
as its properties take shape.
Emerging North East property
development ﬁrm Northumberland
Homes Ltd is celebrating further progress
at The Old Registry, Morpeth (above).
Following the launch of its impressive
show home 40 per cent of the properties
have now been sold and buyers are
looking forward to moving into their new
homes in the coming weeks. Remaining
apartments and bungalows are also
rapidly taking shape.
Those interested in taking a look around
this eagerly awaited development will
have the opportunity to do so every
Wednesday and Friday during December
until the 18th of the month.
The Old Registry will also be opening
its doors during the Christmas holidays
on Saturday the 28th and Monday
the 30th December. All viewings are
by appointment only via the agents
handling this site – either Bradley Hall or
Sanderson Young.
The launch of Northumberland Homes
Ltd’s ﬁrst development The Old Registry,
includes a range of carefully transformed
luxury apartments, cottages and dormer
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bungalows. The project has welcomed a
surge of enquiries and interest.
The Old Registry apartments are mostly
two-bedroom though there are also three
one-bedroom apartments as well as four
bungalows and cottages.
Much of the property, parts of which
date back to 1750, is Grade II listed. The
company has maintained many of its
original architectural features during the
renovations of the building which is one
of the oldest in Morpeth.
Gary Herron, Managing Director at
Northumberland Homes Ltd said: “The
Old Registry development has allowed us
to create quality new homes in Morpeth
town centre whilst also giving one of
Morpeth’s most iconic historic buildings a
sustainable, long-term future.
“We’ve put a lot of effort into
retaining many of the original features,
character and charm of the building
as well as preserving and cleaning its
original façade.
“The apartments and bungalows should
appeal to a mix of people wanting a
luxurious new home at the same time as
enjoying all the benefits of being just a

very short walk into the town centre
of Morpeth.”
Prices range from £175,000 to £190,000
for the one bedroom apartments, and
£210,000 to £325,000 for apartments
with two bedrooms. The price for the
one remaining cottage bungalow is
£335,000 with a price of £485,000 for the
one remaining dormer bungalow. The
bungalows are gas centrally heated with
under-floor heating while the apartments
benefit from having the latest, efficient
electric heating systems.
Kathryn Kent, New Homes Manager at
Bradley Hall said: “The Old Registry is
a fantastic development in the heart
of Morpeth town centre. We’ve had a
lot of interest in the range of homes
created by Northumberland Homes
Ltd which are perfect for a diverse
range of homeowners.
“The team has created interesting and
high-quality properties, retaining many
of the original features and the charm
of this popular location. We look forward
to continuing to work with Gary and
the team on this development and
future projects.
“We’re delighted that the new
homeowners of these outstanding
properties at The Old Registry will be
moving in soon, and we are looking
forward to showcasing the properties
through a number of open days during
December and beyond.”

NEW YEAR AND A

OLD REGISTRY
AD MORPETH
NEW HOME
IN

THE OLD REGISTRY
N E WG AT E S T R E E T, M O R P E T H

See for yourself our development of elegant and
luxurious apartments and bungalows a stone’s throw
from Morpeth town centre, starting from just £175,000.
Sales reservations now being taken - 40% reserved.
Open day viewings
• Every Wednesday and Friday until December 18th
• Saturday 28th and Monday 30th December
Viewings by appointment only.
For appointment bookings contact:Bradley Hall 01670 518 518
Sanderson Young 0191 213 0033
* Photographs for illustration purposes only
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Morpeth
Community Cinema

Top billing for the third
Morpeth movie weekend
By Dave Warman
Morpeth Community Cinema is running its third Movie Weekend
in 2020 following the sell-out success of last February’s event.
Organised by the Greater
Morpeth Development Trust
next year’s film extravaganza
takes place in the Town Hall
with “Screen 1” in the Corn
Exchange downstairs while
“Screen 2” will be upstairs
in the Ballroom, offering
more seats than last year’s
second venue.
A total of ten films will be
screened on Friday 7th and
Saturday 8th February 2020
and refreshments will be
available at all screenings
throughout the weekend.
The weekend starts on
Friday evening with
Rocketman (2019, Cert 15) in
Screen 1, which was the top
choice in the Cinema’s recent
audience survey.
It’s a film about Elton John’s
early career featuring
inventive musical numbers,
and tells how the star tackled
his drink and drug addiction.
It stars Taron Egerton, with
Jamie Bell as his long term
lyricist Bernie Taupin together
with an all star cast. The film
been described as a “dazzling
rock opera – a fantastical
account of the highs and lows
of Elton John’s rise, told in fullblooded musical form.” (Mark
Kermode, The Observer)
Saturday’s screenings in the
Corn Exchange will start with
a quirky and off-beat British
film, Sometimes Always Never
(2019, Cert 12A). Scrabbleobsessed Alan (Bill Nighy)
searches for his eldest son
who stormed out years earlier
after a heated round of the
board game, never to return.
At the same time he tries
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to repair his strained
relationship with his other son
Peter (Sam Riley). With Jenny
Agutter and Tim McInnery,
it “positively twinkles with
insouciance, and is performed
with aplomb, particularly by
Bill Nighy.” (Peter Bradshaw,
The Guardian).
Saturday afternoon in Screen
1 will feature a special
screening of Northumberland
on Film. From the Cheviots
to Morpeth and across to the
coast, Northumberland on
Film will take you on a visual
journey through the history
of the people and places of
the county caught on celluloid
over the last century.
Selected from North East
Film Archive’s remarkable
collection of films, this
specially curated, entertaining
film reveals a fascinating
portrait of the county.
From home movies, local
documentaries and Tyne Tees
Television productions, the
films capture the changing
landscape, working lives,
sights, sounds, faces and
places of Northumberland.
This screening is part of
NEFA’s North East on Film
project, connecting the people
and communities of the
region with their film heritage
through special screenings
and events and is supported
by the National Lottery
Heritage Fund.
Later on Saturday there will
be a screening of the recent
Ken Loach film Sorry We
Missed You (2019, Cert 15)
filmed in Newcastle and
focussing on the gig economy

and zero hours contracts.
Like the Community Cinema’s
presentation of Loach’s
companion film “I, Daniel
Blake” in 2017, the screening
is also a fund raiser with 50
per cent of the box office being
donated to local food banks.
The film tells the story of
Ricky and his family who
have been fighting an uphill
struggle against debt since
the financial crash. An
opportunity to get back on
their feet comes with the
chance to work as a selfemployed delivery driver.
It is hard and his wife’s job
as a carer is no easier. The
family unit is strong, but when
pulled in different directions
everything comes to breaking
point. “Another intimate and
powerful drama..... a fraught,
touching, and galvanizing
movie.” (Variety). It is hoped
that the Q&A with Ken Loach
that took place recently at
the Tyneside Cinema can be
shown after the film, although
this is subject to confirmation.
Finally, on Saturday in Screen
1 there will be a showing of
Downton Abbey (2019, Cert
PG). Featuring all the TV
regulars, the story takes place

in 1927, when King George
V and Queen Mary visit
Downton Abbey, causing a
stir among the Crawleys and
servants alike. The screening
is bound to be popular so book
early - tickets go on sale on
January 2nd.
Meanwhile in Screen 2 in the
Ballroom (upstairs, with lift
available), some very different
films will be on offer including
two widely acclaimed foreign
language films.
The first of these will be
Woman at War (2019,
Cert 12A) about Halla, a
respectable choir director
who leads a double life
as an environmental
activist crusading against
the aluminium industry
in Iceland. When a longforgotten application to
adopt an orphan from
Ukraine is approved, she
has to re-evaluate her life.
The film “strikes a near
perfect balance between
delivering a character study,
an urgent environmental
message and some good oldfashioned entertainment.....
Cinematically and
philosophically rewarding
from start to finish.” (Roger
Ebert.com). In Icelandic with
English subtitles.
Later, Happy as Lazarro
(2019, Cert 12A), in Italian
with English subtitles, is

Morpeth
Community Cinema

set in Inviolata, an isolated
peasant community in Italy
dominated by the terrible
Marchesa Alfonsina De Luna.
Lazarro is a naïve, goldenhearted and put upon young
peasant farmer who strikes
up a friendship with the cruel
Marchesa’s son, and helps
him stage his own kidnapping
to get back at his mother.
The film is one of two halves
and following intervention
by the police goes in a very
different direction which
both baffles and delights.
The film has been widely
acclaimed by audiences
and critics (“mesmerising”,
“spellbinding”, a “beautiful
and mysterious film, (it)
flowers into something
inexpressibly moving,
yet also disturbing and
unaccountable.”
(The Guardian)
Screen 2 will also be showing
a documentary - Pavarotti
(2019, Cert 12A). Featuring
never-before-seen footage,
concert performances and
intimate interviews with
his family for the first time,
filmmaker Ron Howard
(who also made The Beatles
documentary “Eight Days a
Week”), examines the life and
career of famed opera tenor
Luciano Pavarotti. “While the
music was mesmerizing, so

was the man.” (Star Tribune)
On Saturday evening the
other film which topped
our audience survey will be
Wild Rose (2019, Cert 15).
Jessie Buckley plays a hard
nosed young single mother
just released from prison
in Glasgow who dreams of
becoming a country singer in
Nashville. While her mother
(Julie Walters) is opposed to
the idea, she gets a helping
hand from her employer in
an uplifting tale with superb
renditions of country classics.
Buckley’s “performance
reaches out from the screen
and grabs the audience by the
throat.” (Mark Kermode)
Look out for full details
of film timings on leaflets
around Morpeth after
Christmas and also on the
cinema website
www.morpethcinema.weebly.com
where there is a link to online
ticket sales at ticketsource.co.uk.
Tickets go on sale on January
2nd and will be available
at the Tourist Information
desk in the Chantry and
from the Town Hall. Previous
Movie Weekends were well
supported by both regular
and new audience members
and the cinema team look
forward to everyone’s support
again in 2020.

LOYALTY VOU CHER

Any per m o r c o lo ur s er vic e
T o be used between January and February 2020

T. 01670 518914
5 New Phoenix Yard, Morpeth NE61 1PQ
www.salonnumberfive.co.uk
L o y alty p o ints canno t be r ed eemed with this o f f er .
No t to be used with any o ther o f f er s.
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Events Guide

Events Inside... Morpeth
DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

LIFE REMEMBERED SERVICE
An evening to remember family and friends
at a special time of the year. All welcome

CHURCHES
TOGETHER SERVICE
The Churches of Morpeth join together in an
open-air Christmas service with Ellington
Colliery Band and the Clock Tower Bell
Ringers. Everyone welcome

See the church full of Christmas trees. An
annual event to raise money for Multiple
Sclerosis Research & Relief Fund. Open
during Friday for schools and groups then to
the public on Saturday. Friday music evening
to be attended by Morpeth Mayor Alison
Byard (6pm to 9pm)

Date:
Place:
Time:

SCHOOLS’
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Date:
Place:
Time:

Dates:
Place:

Presented by the Chantry and Newminster
schools’ choirs and hosted by Wetherspoon’s
Electric Wizard

SENIOR CITIZENS TEA

Friday 6 & Saturday 7 December
St George’s URC Morpeth

Monday 9 December
St George’s URC Morpeth
6.30pm

MORPETH
COMMUNITY CINEMA

Date:
Place:
Time:

Screens ‘Fisherman’s Friends’ – a true story of
shanty-singing Cornish fishermen signed up
by chance by a music executive

MORPETH MUSIC SOCIETY

Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Friday 6 December
Morpeth Town Hall
7pm
Tickets are £6
Available from Town Hall,
Chantry TIC,
www.morpethcinema.weebly.com
or Ticketsource

CHURCH COFFEE MORNING
And sale of decorative Christmas items
Date:
Place:
Time:

Saturday 7 December
St George’s URC Morpeth
10am to Noon

LONGHIRST
COFFEE MORNING
Festive stalls and a wonderful Christmas
hamper to be won
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Saturday 7 December
Longhirst Village Hall
(on X18 bus route)
10am to Noon
Admission £3 (children 50p)
includes coffee/juice

Thursday 12 December
Electric Wizard New Market
6pm

A classical concert featuring guitar ensemble
Glitarrissima Playing works by Rossini,
Bizet, Elgar, Gershwin, Andrew York,
Khacharturian, Copland, Weiner and Stainov
Date:
Place:

Thursday 12 December
Morpeth Methodist Church,
Howard Road
Time:
7.30pm
Cost:
Tickets are £16 (adults)
children free with adult
Contact: Tickets from Morpeth Methodist
Church, Chantry TIC,
Call (01670) 513369 or
www.morpeth-musoc.org.uk

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The Mid-Northumberland Chorus presents
its annual concert with carols and other
seasonal music
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Saturday 14 December
St George’s URC Morpeth
7.30pm
Tickets are £7
Tickets from choir members,
the Chantry TIC or at the door

MORPETH
FARMERS’ MARKET

COMMUNITY
CAROL SERVICE

The Christmas market with great gift ideas
and produce

A seasonal service – everyone welcome to
attend

Date:
Place:
Time:

Date:
Place:
Time:

Saturday 7 December
Morpeth Market Place
9am to 3pm

26 inside Morpeth

Monday 16 December
St George’s URC Morpeth
6.30pm

Saturday 21 December
Morpeth Market Place
4pm to 5pm

Christmas tea party for those living alone
and isolated with limited family support
over the festive season. Afternoon tea and
entertainment with 100 tickets available.
Organisers want to hear from neighbours
and the community nominating people
who would benefit from getting together to
celebrate the Christmas spirit
Date:
Place:

Monday 23 December
Morpeth Methodist Church
Howard Road
Time:
1pm to 5pm
Cost:
Free
Contact:	To nominate someone to attend
email saraot7@googlemail.com

JANUARY
FOOTBALL CLUB PARTY
New Year’s Day party in the marquee
featuring Queen and Amy Winehouse tribute
acts follows Morpeth Town FC home game v
Whitby Town
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Wednesday 1 January
Craik Park Morpeth
Match ko 3pm, Party start 5.30pm
£8 Adult, £6 Concessions, £2 Kids,
£5 entry for non-match attendees
Contact:	For Party tickets contact
07837 197757 or email
events@morpethtownafc.com

CHURCH COFFEE MORNING
With sale of ‘over-bought’ Christmas items.
Tea, coffee and home-made scones
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Saturday 11 January
St George’s URC Morpeth
10am to Noon
Free admission

Events Guide

LUNCH TIME CONCERT
By popular request a return of the Virtuoso
Jazz Trio led by George Martin (clarinet).
Doors open at Noon with coffee, tea and
biscuits available
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Wednesday 15 January
St George’s URC Morpeth
12.30pm
Admission £3 at the door

MORPETH PANTO SOCIETY
Presents Jack and the Beanstalk over
three nights
Dates:
Place:
Times:

Thursday 23 to Saturday 25 January
KEVI
Thursday/Friday 7pm
Saturday 1pm matinee;
6pm evening
Cost:
Tickets are £6
Contact: From Chantry TIC, Ticket
Manager 0781 744 0757 or
morpethpantomimesociety.com

FEBRUARY
MORPETH MOVIE WEEKEND
Third weekend organised by Greater
Morpeth Development Trust. Ten varied
films screened over two days – full details on
page 24 and 25.
Dates:
Friday 7 and Saturday 8 February
Place:
Morpeth Town Hall
Contact: Tickets on sale from 2 January
at Chantry TIC and Morpeth
Town Hall

KIRKLEY HALL TALK
Dia Richards talks about ‘The Scourge of
Our Time’ and his voluntary work to keep
Morpeth town litter free. He has won a
Morpeth Civic Award in recognition of his
work while the Morpeth Litter Blitz Group
was judged the best in the UK category of
litter heroes
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Wednesday 12 February
Kirkley Hall near Ponteland
2pm
£2 for Friends of Kirkley Hall;
£3 non-members
Contact: For information call 0747 070 8535
or www.friendsofkirkleyhall.org

LUNCH TIME CONCERT
With musicians from KEVI Music Department
including the Chamber Choir. Tea/coffee and
biscuits available
Date:
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Wednesday 12 February
St George’s URC Morpeth
12.30pm
£3 at the door

Martha Hornett who plays Jack, Rosie Bowden (Libby) and Eric Tolman as the evil doctor

It’s the panto season again Oh no it isn’t... Oh yes it is!
It’s that time of the year again when we sit through the
corny jokes, the slapstick comedy, the dressing up of girls as
principal boys and men as comic dames all which adds up
to the fact that the much-loved British pantomime season is
back with us writes Ian Leech.
The panto stars of the stage will all have
started strutting their stuff by now and as
always Morpeth will not be missing out on
the festive fun with the town’s Pantomime
Society members young and old being
hard at work preparing and rehearsing
for their next production over three days
and nights at the end of January.
Jack and the Beanstalk will be the 41st
production of the society that was formed
in 1979 by Christine Barron and some
of the young dancers at her local ballet
school. The following year they staged
their debut panto - Little Red Riding Hood
- when Mums and Dads, grandma’s and
granddad’s, friends and helpers were
all talked into action as set-builders,
costume-makers, lighting and sound
engineers, ticket and ice-cream sellers in
exactly the same way as they are today!
Every year since then the curtain has
gone up on another panto favourite albeit
with the Morpeth Society’s very own
twist on the production. Astonishingly
the society estimates that no fewer than
35,000 people of all ages have laughed
their way through a Morpeth Society
panto over the past four decades!
Next month the latest panto will be
staged at KEVI at 7pm on the nights
of Thursday 23 and Friday 24 January,
followed by a 1pm matinee on Saturday
25th and a final show starting at 6pm
that evening. Tickets at £6 are now

on sale at The Chantry, from
the morpethpantomimesociety.com
website or from the ticket manager
on 0781 744 0757.
Panto society chairman Bruce Ennion
and his daughter and deputy chair
Lucy Gammer, told me audiences can
expect another fun and laughter packed
production. Morpeth’s version of the
panto favourite will loosely follow the
age-old tale of Jack – played by 17 year old
Martha Hornett - who sells the family cow
Delia for a handful of beans which his
Mum throws out of their cottage window
only to see them sprout into an overgrown beanstalk.
Without spoiling the plot, instead of a
giant on the beanstalk Jack encounters an
evil inventor who plans to take over the
world with his space craft. Of course, all
ends well with the ‘boy’ getting the girl
and the ne-er-do-well inventor getting
his comeuppance!
Once again the Morpeth production
scriptwriter is Gordon Carr who has done
the job for so many years, this year with
the assistance of Chris Davis. For the first
time the producer will be David Swinton
who brings his 20 years of amateur
dramatics’ experience to the panto.
“We are looking forward to another
wonderful production which we know
everyone who comes to see us, will enjoy,”
Bruce and Lucy told Inside Morpeth.
inside Morpeth 27

Rutherfords

ADVERTORIAL

Step into the magic Christmas
wonderland that is Rutherfords
Baubles are glittering on
the tree, fairy lights are
twinkling and there’s a sense
of excitement and anticipation
in the air.
It really is the most wonderful time of
the year - when Rutherfords of Morpeth
is bursting with ways to help you capture
the magic of Christmas!
Step through our doors into our Christmas
wonderland and you’ll find inspiration
on how to deck the halls for the festive
season and the perfect gifts to make it the
most special occasion of the year.
Whether special gifts for loved ones,
secret Santa presents or stocking fillers,
there really is something for everyone at
Rutherfords this Festive Season.
So make it both merry and bright with
beautiful Christmas decorating ideas for
your tree and table.
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We’ve beautiful baubles and unique,
one-off toys that will make you want
to give your tree pride of place in your
home, where it will be admired by
visitors during the festive period.
We’ve home furnishings and interiors’
ideas to create a cosy home to be enjoyed,
not only over Christmas, but throughout
the whole winter.
From twinkling candles that create a
glow to sumptuous throws and cushions
that will make you want to snuggle up on
the sofa, making your home a luxurious
haven when its cold outside.
Christmas dinner is the most important
meal of the year to many, so creating the
perfect table is essential. Our cookshop
is full of ideas on how you can create a
sophisticated and luxurious table setting
on the big day. From pots, pans, serving
dishes and utensils to serve up a festive
treat to silver cutlery, napkins and eyecatching and centre-pieces, it will be a

meal to remember.
Candles lend atmosphere to any setting
and you can set a festive mood to your
table with a warm, welcoming display of
faux red berries or foliage that bring a
splash of colour.
If you’re inviting guests to stay this
Christmas, we can help to make
entertaining less stressful. Prepare your
home for the festive season by giving your
guest room a luxurious makeover, with
crisp, white sheets, pillowcases and duvet,
along with cushions and throws that add
a welcoming finishing touch. A fur throw,
with matching cushions, never goes out of
style, and makes any room warm and cosy
even on the coldest nights of the year.
Christmas also marks the party season a great excuse to dress up and look your
glamorous best. Whether it’s an outfit for
the office party, drinks with friends, or
Christmas Day itself, we can help you find
the perfect festive look.
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Dere Street
Homes

Deck the Longhirst Halls…
With only a few weeks to
go until... ‘the season to be
jolly’ Dere Street Homes
are working hard to help
customers buy their new
home at their prestigious
Longhirst Hall development
whilst also making sure
this first Christmas for
many of their buyers is a
very special one!
The Durham-based developer is
coming to the conclusion of this unique
development which has breathed new
life into one of Northumberland’s most
prestigious country houses, the John
Dobson designed Longhirst Hall.
The original Hall dates back to 1828 when
the Lawson family commissioned John
Dobson to build their country residence
– the same architect who designed
Newcastle’s famous Grey Street and some
of the region’s most elegant buildings
– that has been described as his finest
classical design.

Bird’s eye view of Longhirst Hall (below) & a stylish apartment interior

Surrounded by mature woodlands and the
landscaped lawns of the original Hall, the
development offers residents the perfect
location to enjoy the rural lifestyle while
being just a few minutes’ drive from the
beautiful market town of Morpeth and the
Northumberland coastline, a designated
‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’.
Located off the B1337 road, and
offering easy access to the new Morpeth
By-pass, Longhirst is close enough to
links to the new road to allow easy
commuting to Tyneside and beyond,
whilst being far enough away to retain
its truly rural setting.
Dere Street Homes’ Development Sales
Manager, Joan O’Connor commented:
“The original Hall was restored to five
exceptionally spacious homes which
are now sold and we have converted
the later additions into luxurious town
houses which are also all now sold, as
well as a range of one, two and three
bedroom apartments.
“The common factor in all of these
properties has been excellent designs
and the superb location and, following a
flurry of reservations for the remaining
apartments only one, two bedroom
apartment remains with south facing
views over the superb landscaped
parkland of the original estate.”
Plot 34 is a superb first floor two bedroom
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apartment with both the master bedroom
and open plan living room enjoying south
facing views over the landscaped parks of
the estate.
The apartment offers a very generously
proportioned open plan living room
over 35 feet in length, equally spacious
master and second bedroom and a
family bathroom complete with separate
shower cubicle. The flooring is a mix
of quality carpets and engineered
oak flooring whilst the kitchen comes
complete with granite work tops and
integrated appliances.
Joan continued: “It’s a superb apartment
and actually bigger in floor area than
many three bedroom homes for sale
elsewhere in Morpeth, but it’s the views
over the parkland that really catch
visitors’ attention, particularly at this
time of year when the Autumn colours

are producing such stunning outlooks
onto the open fields and woodlands that
surround the estate.
“Each apartment in this idyllic location
is unique and has been thoughtfully
designed to maximise space and create
light filled interiors with particularly
well appointed fixtures and fittings
including granite worktops and integrated
appliances as standard. The apartments
offer everyone a unique opportunity
to enjoy life in this peaceful corner of a
beautiful, private development.”
Full details are available from Joan
O’Connor, Development Sales Manager on
(01670) 791825 or www.derestreethomes.co.uk
Sales Centre open Thursday to Monday
from 10.00am to 5.00pm. Development
Post Code NE61 3NA.

FINAL LUXURY APARTMENTS

YOU’LL
NEVER
FORGET YOUR
FIRST
CHRISTMAS
AT LONGHIRST
NEW
THREE
BEDROOM
DUPLEX
SHOW
APARTMENT
NOW OPEN
SHOWHOME
OPEN OPEN
THURS
- MON, 10.00AM
- 5.00PM
SALES CENTRE
THURSDAY
- MONDAY
10.00AM - 5.00PM
ONE, TWO AND THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE

PRICES FROM £140,000
t. 01670 791825
Sat Nav to Longhirst Hall: NE61 3LP

e. longhirst@derestreethomes.co.uk

www.derestreethomes.co.uk
Office Tel. 0191 373 6535
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NFU Mutual

Insurance should cover
your great outdoors
By Jayne E Watson, NFU Mutual Morpeth
The garden has become an extension of our
homes with many of us investing in expensive
trees, shrubs and furniture to enhance our
outdoor space.
Unfortunately, many people forget that the cost of these items can
soon mount up and, in the event of a claim some homeowners
could find themselves seriously underinsured. It’s important that
you treat the items in your garden and outbuildings in the same
way you treat the items inside your house.
Whilst the thefts of garden ornaments, shrubs and equipment
tend to grab the headlines, storms are another cause of damage.

•	
Garden plants, trees and shrubs can be a target for thieves,
particularly if planted in easily transportable pots
•	
Make sure you calculate the REPLACEMENT value for garden
items and check expensive trees or sculptures don’t exceed the
single item limit on your insurance policy
•	
Use SmartWater to mark valuable possessions
•	
Fit padlocks to garages and outbuildings and keep
garden gates locked
•	
Keep garden tools secure and out of sight
•	
Consider outside security lighting and CCTV

Hints & tips for protecting your possessions:
• Don’t underestimate the cost of rebuilding your garden wall
•	
If your property is listed, don’t forget walls, sundials, dovecotes
and other structures may form part of the listing

•	
Display signs which advertise your security measures.
For a real conversation about your insurances call us on
01670 511 252, or pop in and speak to us at NFU Mutual, Unit 6,
Telford Court, Morpeth NE61 2DB

HAVE A REAL
CONVERSATION ABOUT
YOUR HOME INSURANCE
Speak to one of our Agents today about your
insurance needs
Unit 6, Telford Court, Loansdean, Morpeth NE61 2DB

01670 511 252

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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Town Cryer

TOWN CRYER!
The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

Awards, remembrance
and a sparkling launch
of Christmas in Morpeth
At the end of October Morpeth
was once again awarded a Gold
at the national Britain in Bloom
competition and I received the
award as Mayor on behalf of the
Town at a dinner at the Royal
Horticultural Society Lindley Hall
in Westminster.
It was an honour for Morpeth to represent
our region at the awards and to do so well
amongst other winning villages, towns and
cities from all over Britain. The awards
were presented by Floella Benjamin,
who I remember well from her time on
the Children’s TV show ‘Playschool’, now
Baroness Floella Benjamin and Ambassador
for the Royal Horticultural Society.
This national award follows our Gold and Best
Town awards in the regional Northumbria in
Bloom competition in September.
I would like to thank all those who worked
so hard to keep the Town blooming
beautifully ‘in the pink’ all summer, including
Northumberland County Council, Morpeth
and District Chamber of Trade, Sanderson
Arcade and many other groups. Special
thanks must go to Dobbies Morpeth, (formerly
Heighleygate Garden Centre) for providing
the plants and their horticultural expertise,
and to our Town Clerk Tracey Bell and her
staff for leading our enormously successful In
Bloom team, which plays an important part
in attracting visitors to the Town, as well as

Mayor is to march behind the splendid
Morpeth Pipe Band who lead the parade
every year.
Our Armistice Day Two Minutes Silence
on Monday 11th November was equally
well supported, with the town coming to a
complete standstill as we showed our respect
for those killed and injured in two World
Wars and many other conflicts.
As soon as Remembrance Day is over
the thoughts of the town’s traders turn
to Christmas and the Christmas Lights
Switch-On.

delighting residents with stunning
floral displays.
I am also grateful to the Morpeth Litter Group
volunteers for helping to keep our town tidy,
an essential part of our success.
I am delighted to say that the parade on
Remembrance Sunday was as well supported
as ever by the people of Morpeth, keen to
honour the Fallen and our veterans. Several
people commented to me on how much they
like to see so many young people there in
the form of the Army and Air Cadets, Scouts,
Guides and Boys Brigade.
Colonel John Anderson represented the
Queen as Deputy Lord Lieutenant and the
Police, Ambulance and Fire Service also
attended. One of my favourite duties as

The Christmas period can mean a quarter
of a trader’s profits for the entire year and
is vitally important in this tough period for
high streets all over the country. Morpeth
Town Council and Sanderson Arcade worked
together to launch the festive season with
terrific family entertainment, including street
food, carols, Santa, Rutherford’s Christmas
window and fireworks!
Sanderson Arcade celebrated 10 years since
their opening by Joanna Lumley in November
2009. I would like to wish the Arcade and
all our other traders continued success.
Remember, especially over Christmas, shop
local and keep our high street vibrant!
I would like to conclude by wishing
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Councillor Alison Byard
Mayor of Morpeth

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1LZ
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk
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Town Cryer

Christmas comes early to Morpeth
Despite the bad weather, Morpeth town centre was packed with people enjoying the
entertainment throughout the day at the Christmas lights switch-on event.
The day began with the opening of the on-street
festive market and food stalls. The Mistletoe
Fair in the Town Hall was packed with festive
stalls over two floors, and the tea, coffee and
mulled wine went down a storm.

all those who took the time to donate and/or buy
refreshments, it really is appreciated”.

There was also entertainment from the Morpeth
All Saints School Choir, the Doo Wop Dollies,
the ever popular carol singing accompanied
by Ellington Colliery Band and a performance
from SPARK, all this before the lights were
even switched on! Following the big switch-on
the entertainment continued with a fabulous
firework display and a performance from the
Voice of the Town.

•

David Auld and Co.

•

BabySense Ltd t/a Hartbeeps

•

Mr Scuff

•

Laura Anderson Hair and Beauty Salon

•

Just Taxis

Tracey Bell, Clerk to Morpeth Town Council
said “The event continues to grow and despite
the rain it didn’t stop the crowds enjoying a
fun packed day. The Mayor raised a significant
amount for her charity on the day, thank you to

This year saw a new display of lights in the trees
on the Market Place, funded by sponsorship
from local businesses including:

A huge thank you to our sponsors, we appreciate
your support to keep improving our already
fantastic Christmas Lights display. Also, thank
you to Ian Henderson from MKM, Morpeth who
very kindly offered his staff time free of charge
to collect our fabulous Christmas tree and have
it delivered in time for the big switch-on.

Council Meeting Timetable - See noticeboards and website.
Meeting Timetable for the period Dec to Mar 2020. All meetings will be held in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall.
All Committee meetings commence at 6:30 pm, unless otherwise stated on the posters or website.
January 22nd 2020

Planning & Transport
Committee

Finance & General
Purposes Committee

March 18th 2020

December 11th 2019

December 4th 2019

January 15th 2020

January 8th 2020

February 12th 2020

February 5th 2020

March 11th 2020

March 4th 2020

Full Council

MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS
MORPETH NORTH WARD

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD

COUNCILLOR NIC BEST
T. 01670 517915
M. 07878 896 292
E. nic.best@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JACK GEBHARD
M. 07375 646 734
E. jack.gebhard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD
T. 01670 515391
M. 07963 306 549
E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR LES CASSIE
T. 01670 516424
M. 07739 259 254
E. les.cassie@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN
M. 07947 248 220
E. david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG
M. 07738 001 173
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR RICHARD THOMPSON
T. 01670 510287
E. richard.thompson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR KATE HOLMES
M. 07757 978 518
E. kate.holmes@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR ANDREW TEBBUTT
T. 01670 511631
M. 07767 338 509
E. andrew.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH
M. 07956 429 942
E. johnny.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR NICOLA BAWN
M. 07950 580 204
E. nicola.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOAN TEBBUTT
T. 01670 511631
E. joan.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR DAVE HERNE
M. 07980 599 471
E. dave.herne@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH
M. 07808 804 345
E. richard.wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOAO PARREIRA
M. 07930 211 121
E. jp@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website
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NFU Mutual

ST Y L IS H
MODERN
S TOV ES N OT
O N LY H E AT
YO UR H O ME
E F F IC IE N T LY -

T HEY LOOK
GOOD TOO

We offe r an e x te nsi ve range of
mo d e r n and traditional product s,
man y of w hic h y ou c an vie w at
o u r s h o w room .
We ’ ll h e lp y o u m ake info rm e d
d e c i s i o n s on the be st he ati ng
s o u rce fo r y o ur re quire m e nts.

T. 0167 0 5 05 7 66
E. i nfo@ vert echs.co.u k

FREE SITE SURVEYS & ESTIMATES

WWW.VE R T E C HS.CO.UK

INSTALLING SOLID FUEL HEATING SYSTEMS SINCE 1989
V I S I T U S AT OU R HE AT IN G C E N T RE SH OWROOM

Un it 2B, C oopie s F ie ld, C oo p i es La ne I nd E s t, M o r p eth, NE6 1 6JT
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Café des Amis

Gold award for Morpeth café
Staff at a popular Morpeth
café are celebrating after it
was named as a top winner
in the annual Good Food
Guide awards.
Café des Amis owner Wendy Smith and
her staff have received a Gold Seal award
– the highest accolade the guide can give
to an eating establishment.
More than half a million cafes, coffee
shops, restaurants, gastro pubs and
bistros are eligible for to enter the
awards but just 350 across the whole of
the country were named as winners this
year. Since she launched her business
nine years ago Wendy has regularly won
a gold award but only those catering
establishments winning one for three
consecutive years can win the Gold Seal.
The winners are hand-picked by
the judges for always serving delicious
food, consistently receiving positive
feedback comments from customers
and maintaining the highest
hygiene standards.
The café in Morpeth’s Newgate Street,

Café des Amis owner Wendy Smith and three of her staff – Lynn Thew, Heather Smith and Angela Stramska,
celebrating their Gold Seal Good Food award

is renowned for the quality of its homebaking and tasty dishes served to its
customers freshly made every day. “We
were all absolutely delighted when we
heard we had won a Good Food Gold Seal
award,” said Wendy.
“It is a national recognition of the high
standards we set ourselves as well as the
hard work of my staff to make sure that

our customers enjoy a meal or simply
a cup of coffee when they call into
our café.”
The Good Food award is the second recent
accolade Café des Amis has received after
it was inducted into the TripAdvisor ‘Hall
of Fame’ for the number of customers
who have posted excellent reviews on the
social media site over the past five years.
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Edward Stoker

Pictured above from left: Martin Jones, Ed Stoker, Carole Kirk, Guy Kirk and Lori Hogan

Ed is named national
Caregiver of the year
Ed Stoker has been named the 2019 Home Instead Senior Care National CAREGiver
of the Year Award writes Guy Kirk.
Ed was nominated by Home
Instead Senior Care South East
Northumberland because we
believe he has some special
qualities and an ability to
build strong relationships
with his clients whatever the
circumstances (such as
working with people who
have dementia or cognitive
and physical impairment).
Ed was formerly a heating engineer,
but he also cared for his wife for many
years before she sadly died in 2014 and
he supported his son who has a learning
disability and deafness. He felt he could
give something back and that all he had
learned caring for his wife and son could
38 inside Morpeth

be used to support other people in need.
He loves to care for people and has a a
natural caring nature – he is someone
who would (and does) drop everything to
help out his clients and is always willing
to help others, providing mentoring and
guidance. He is an exceptionally good
CAREGiver who stands out in a field of
other brilliant CAREGiver colleagues.
The Home Instead Senior Care
National CAREGiver of the Year Awards
Ceremony was hosted by Lori Hogan
co-founder of Home Instead at the
ACC Conference Centre in Liverpool
on Friday 8th November.
There were five finalists from an initial
field of 57 and when Lori announced that
Ed was the winner of this prestigious
award we were absolutely over the moon!

All five finalists on the night exemplified
the qualities and values we look for in our
staff; they are compassionate, caring and
creative and understand how important
it is to provide reliable, relationship-led
care to help their clients remain at home
and get the most out of life. However, Ed
stood out with the sensitive and creative
ways that he finds to work with all of his
clients, whatever their needs.
Edward is a shining example to us all
and a worthy winner of this award.
He always finds a way to build positive
relationships with his clients and makes
a huge difference to their lives. Last
September when the CQC Inspector visited
us she met Ed and afterwards said ‘We
need more Eddie’s!’ You can’t get better
praise than that.

Home Instead

Staying safe and well
in the winter months
Some advice for older
members of our community
from Guy Kirk of Home
Instead Senior Care South
East Northumberland.
During the cold winter months older
people’s vulnerability increases, so here
are some ‘common sense’ things to help
you keep safe and well during this time.
• Keep safe
One in three people over the age of
65 experiences a fall each year. As we
age our mobility, bone density, muscle
strength and flexibility decreases - and
the ‘processing speed’ of our nervous
system slows down. Our risk of falling and
injury therefore increases so taking care,
especially in winter when it is icy, wet and
cold is extremely important.

• Wear the right clothing
Wear shoes with a good grip and a warm
lining - and put down salt or grit on your
walkways and steps. Ask a neighbour to
help if you can’t do this yourself - people
love to help others.
• Keep warm
Wrap up warm and layer up. In cold
weather it’s better to wear layers which
trap warm air and you can remove a
layer if you get too warm. Wear a hat
and gloves and if it’s really cold wrap a
scarf around your face to warm up the air
before breathing it in.
• Stay healthy
Get the flu-jab and consider the pnuemojab (the pneumococcal vaccine that
protects against pneumonia , meningitis
and septicaemia)
Keep a range of everyday medicines at
home and consider taking a vitamin D
supplement between October and March

A trusted, reliable, relationship-led, award-winning service
tailored to the individual needs of every single client.
We not only offer home help and personal care services but
companionship and friendship to help clients continue to live safely and
independently in their own homes.

when there is little sunshine (sunshine
is the main source of vitamin D, but
is also in oily fish, eggs, red meat and
some cereals).
• Eat well
The NHS recommends eating more
dairy products in the winter months.
These boost the immune system and
contain vitamins A & B12 - and calcium
to help keep bones strong.
Eat a hot meal every day and at least
five portions of fruit and vegetables.
Ensure you and your loved ones drink
between 1.5 and 2 litres of fluid a day
(adult requirement).
Merry Christmas everyone – and look out
for your older neighbours to help them
stay safe and well!
Suggestion for a future topic? Write to
me at guy.kirk@homeinstead.co.uk or
ring 01670 338542.

To find out how Home Instead
Senior Care could be the
companion you need in your life
call Guy or Carole Kirk on:

(01670) 338 542
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Barnabus

Building a better Barnabas future
By Gill Monaghan
Since returning to
our town centre base
at Wellwood House
we have been busy
building a more
sustainable foundation
from which the
charity can achieve
our objective to make
a difference to the
lives of young people
in Morpeth.
We are delighted to announce
that we have recently been
successful in obtaining capital
funding from the Newcastle
Building Society’s Community
Fund at the Community
Foundation to re-develop
our office space to provide a
modern, well equipped safe
space where young people
can talk openly without
prejudice and access the right
services for them - and work
is now underway!
We will provide an informal
drop in space for young
people where they can
access Information, Advice
and Guidance.
Manager of Barnabas Safe &
Sound Hayley Brown said:
“This is such a fantastic
opportunity for us to engage
with the young people. We
want them to be involved
as much as possible in
the creation of our new
facility. We thank the
Newcastle Building Society
for supporting us, and for

Hayley Brown (Manager) reviewing
building plans with young people

“This is such a fantastic opportunity for us to engage with the young people.
We want them to be involved as much as possible in the creation of our new facility.”
Hayley Brown
enabling our vision for
the building to finally become
a reality.”
For some time now, we have
been collaborating with a
dedicated group of young
people so our future services
can be designed around their
needs, and what is important
to them.
They are all really excited
at the prospect of helping us
create the redeveloped space.
In particular, we are going to
implement a great idea from
Thomas to make space for
a sensory room where
young people can relax in a
calm environment.

Not only that but the Co-op
has also chosen Barnabas as
a recipient for donations via
their Membership Scheme
– members can opt to select
Barnabas as their chosen
charity and every time they
purchase selected Co-op
goods one per cent will be
donated. Great news for our
young people.

Thomas told us: “Young people

As always, we rely on the

Christmas Bakeaway
Take the hassle out of Christmas baking let us do it for you!

CAKES • QUICHES • PIES
Last orders by Tuesday December 17
Collections on or before Monday 23 December

52 Newgate Street, Morpeth NE61 1BE
Telephone 01670 505483.
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are feeling more anxious
these days, so I thought it
would a good idea to create a
space where we can go to chill
out and maybe meet with staff
to get some support around
the issues affecting us, like
stuff at home or problems
at school.”

support of our community
to help us drive our plans
forward. If like us, you have a
passion for supporting young
people to reach their full
potential why not become a
volunteer, or maybe take on a
fundraising challenge?
We are very happy to have
secured five places in the
Great North Run 2020 so
for any runners out there it
would be a great opportunity
to raise some funds for our
work. We would love to
support your endeavours,
big or small. Pop in to our
office for an informal chat
and a cuppa. Barnabas can
be contacted via telephone on
01670 517721 or via email to
admin@barnabasne.org.uk

FAST PASS
SCHOOL OF
MOTORING

Contact Instructor
A my Wa d e

07852 558 495

www.fastpassnortheast.co.uk

01670 514544
FESTIVE OPENING HOURS
SATURDAY 21 DECEMBER ................ 8AM TO 5PM
MONDAY 23 DECEMBER ................... 9AM TO 6PM
CHRISTMAS EVE ............................... 8AM TO 2.30PM
CHRISTMAS DAY & BOXING DAY ...... CLOSED
FRIDAY 27 DECEMBER...................... 9AM TO 7PM
SATURDAY 28 DECEMBER ................ 8AM TO 5PM

MONDAY 30 DECEMBER ................... 9AM TO 6PM
NEW YEAR’S EVE .............................. 8AM TO 2.30PM
NEW YEAR’S DAY & 2 JANUARY........ CLOSED
FRIDAY 3 JANUARY ........................... 9AM TO 6PM
SATURDAY 4 JANUARY...................... 8AM TO 5PM
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
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Honda Civic

Honda Civic - a car for all occasions!
The tenth generation Honda
Civic is one of the company’s
best-selling cars, vying for
top slot with the ever popular
Jazz model. Spacious, refined
and practical the Civic is the
perfect family car.

driving position and sporty 126ps VTEC
turbo engine.

Time to experience the all new Civic?
Honda certainly thinks so!

Inside owners will be welcomed by a
full leather interior to make them feel
extra special while on the outside black
17” alloy wheels and sports spoilers
for the front, side and rear, complete
the look.

You can find out all the about the
new Honda Civic by calling into the
Honda dealership on Morpeth’s
Coopies Lane Estate

Available in a five-door hatch or
a four-door saloon body style the
Civic is a driver’s car that delivers
an exhilarating turbo-charged
performance from a choice of 1.0, 1.5
or 2.0 VTEC turbo petrol engines or a
1.6 i-DTEC diesel engine.
A lighter, stiffer chassis results in an
engaging drive, whilst the standard
fitment of Honda Sensing across the
range which includes a wealth of
industry-leading safety technology,
keeps the driver and their passengers
safe and secure.
Honda says the company is thrilled to
announce the return of the popular
Civic Sport Line for a limited period
providing an engaging driving
experience thanks to its ergonomic

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

THOMPSONS
OF MORPETH

• TYRES • SERVICE • MOT • DIAGNOSTICS • EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES •

MOT

SERVICE

£35

£95 INC VAT

ONLY

FROM

01670 512651

www.morpethtyres.co.uk
18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN
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Mains Place
Residents

AMBIENT LIGHTING AND SOFT TOUCH
INTERIOR MAKE FOR A RELAXING DRIVE

honda advert

£1,250 Honda Deposit Contribution*. 6.2% APR Representative. 5 Years Servicing for £599
Representative Example

OTR

Deposit

Honda Deposit
Contribution

Amount
of Credit

36 payments of
(duration 37 months)

Final Payment

Final Payment inc
Option Fee

Total Amount
Payable

APR
Representative

Option to
Purchase Fee

Annual Contracted
Mileage

Excess Mileage
Charge

Interest Rate
pa fixed

2018 Civic 5dr 182PS
VTEC Turbo Sport Man

£23,540

£4,627.70

£1,250.00

£18,022.29

£289.00

£10,273.80

£10,283.80

£26,205.51

6.2%

£10.00

10,000

7p

6.05%

VERTU HONDA MORPETH

Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
Call 01670 501444 or search Vertu Honda Morpeth

Fuel consumption figures for the Civic Sport 1.5 i-VTEC Turbo Manual mpg (l/100km): Urban 39.8mpg (7.09L/100km), Extra Urban 58.9mpg
(4.7L/100km), Combined 50.4mpg (5.6L/100km). CO2 emissions: 110g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated
laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience.
Model Shown: Civic Sport 1.5 i-VTEC Turbo Manual in Rallye Red at £23,540 On The Road (OTR). Terms and Conditions: New retail Civic (excluding Type R) ordered from 01 October 2018 to 31 December
2018 and registered by 31 December 2018. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers (excluding Channel Islands) and are at the promoter’s absolute discretion.
Not to be used along with any other offers currently available. *Honda deposit contribution: £1,250 Honda deposit contribution on new Civic models purchased through Honda Aspirations. 6.2% APR
representative Honda Aspirations (PCP): Maximum customer deposit 30%. You do not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts
due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service book and the maximum annual mileage has not been exceeded. Excess mileage charge includes VAT
at current rate. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All figures are correct at time of publication but may be subject
to change. Grantham Motor Company Limited are credit brokers, not lenders. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Plc. Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL. Honda Financial Services is
a trading name of Honda Finance Europe Plc. Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL a company registered at Companies House No 03289418. Honda Finance Europe plc isinside
authorised
and regulated
by
Morpeth
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the Financial Conduct Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541. 5 Years £599 Servicing: Please visit https://www.honda.co.uk/cars/campaigns/599-servicing.html

Bathroom
Wetroom
Mobility accessible
Cloakroom
Ensuite
Radiators
…. and more

Bedlington
Plumbing
Services

Bathroom design &
plumbing specialists
Call : 01670 226780
Mobile : 07852 283368

bedlingtonplumbingservices.co.uk

http://bedlingtonplumbingser
vices.co.uk

Email:
gordonrobson2401@icloud.com
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Residential Homes

Residential Homes

Commercial Properties

Commercial Properties

Investment Real Estate

Investment Real Estate

Financing Specialists

Financing Specialists

Blackshaws
Sue Blackshaw congratulates Suzuki Swift winner Margaret Bowden

Grand finale to Blackshaws
centenary year celebrations
A local car dealership hosted a Charity Winter Fair
recently as the ‘Grand Finale’ to a centenary year
of celebration.
Blackshaws of Morpeth and Alnwick was
established in 1919 and to mark the 100
years’ anniversary of the family-owned
business a series of special events has
taken place throughout 2019.
To start the year in style the company
organised a spectacular party at Alnwick
Castle to say ‘thank you’ to staff for all
their hard work and support.
This was followed later in the year with
a thrilling Vintage Car and Stunt Driving
Event featuring British Motorsport
champion Paul Swift.
Cars from the last ten decades were
displayed in the Alnwick showroom while

a series of breath-taking stunts
were performed on the forecourt
including a series of high-speed
parallel parking manoeuvres.
At the start of 2019 to say thank you to
the local community Blackshaws donated
a Suzuki Swift to HospiceCare North
Northumberland to use as a raffle prize.
A target was set to raise £20,000 and
on the November 6th closing date
Blackshaws was delighted to report that
the total had been reached. A pre-draw
took place the following day when ten
tickets were selected from the 10,000 that
had been sold.

The eventual winner of the Suzuki Swift
Margaret Bowden was announced two
weeks later at Blackshaws final Centenary
event which was a Charity Winter Fair
featuring gift stalls, festive music, mulled
wine and mince pies.
Summing up the year Dealer Principal
William Blackshaw commented: “2019 has
been an amazing year for our company.
“When we look back at the black-andwhite photographs of the business in the
1920s with a horse and carriage in front
of the garage it’s hard to believe how
far we’ve come and how vehicles have
changed in the last century.
“We’d like to say a huge thank you to
all our employees, customers, suppliers
and franchise partners for supporting
us and helping us to celebrate this
momentous year.”

Blackshaws is a franchise dealer for both Mitsubishi and Suzuki and also offers a wide selection of
used vehicles, finance, all-makes vehicle servicing, MOT testing, parts, tyres and accessories. To find
out more visit www.blackshaws.net or call Morpeth 01670 719478 or Alnwick 01665 602202.
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Morpeth Tandoori

Quick on the hamper draw!
Morpeth Tandoori owner and chef Abdul Muhit has launched his annual charity draw that will
result in a welcome Christmas gift for another local organisation.
Abdul whose Chantry Place take-away is
a firm favourite in the town with lovers of
great Indian food, each Christmas raffles
a luxury hamper that has raised several
thousand pounds for local good causes
over the past few years as a way of giving
something back to the town that has
loyally supported his business for some
36 year.
This year the recipients of his fund-raising
efforts will be the young boys and girls
who play for Morpeth Town Football
Club Juniors.
“I know the club does such a great job
for young footballers,” said Abdul who
travelled to Wembley to cheer on the
Morpeth club when it won the FA Vase
in 2016. “Hopefully, some of the young
players will make their way through to the
senior squad in the future and help bring
more success to the town.
“It is also terrific that more and more
young girls are taking up and enjoying

playing football so much. We want to
raise as much as we can to help the
club and its young players through our
hamper draw.”
Tickets are now on sale at Morpeth
Tandoori at just £1 a strip for the chance
to win the hamper packed full of delicious
goodies. Second prize in the draw is a
£20 voucher to spend at Morpeth
Tandoori. The draw will take place on
Saturday December 21st just in time to
be collected for Christmas.
Anyone looking for a tasty change from
turkey and all the trimmings over the
Festive Season should note that the
Morpeth Tandoori will be closed for one
day only on Christmas Day. So Abdul and
Team Morpeth Tandoori will be cooking
on Christmas Eve, Boxing Day, New Year’s
Eve and New Year’s Day – as well, of
course, on their usual seven days a week
opening hours

Established 1983
Indian Takeaway
For more than 30 years we have been serving our customers with the largest and
finest choice of authentic and classic Indian cuisine, freshly made to your order
with our own Bengol Range, a house speciality. Please be patient whilst waiting
for your orders as all our meals are freshly prepared


Monday - Saturday Noon until 2pm
& 6pm until midnight
Sunday 6pm until 11.30pm
Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day
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YOUR LOCAL

FLOORING
EXPERTS
FREE ESTIMATES
EXCELLENT CUSTOMER CARE
COMPETITIVE PRICES

For a no obligation free
estimate call us on 01670 516815
Come and visit our showroom at Unit 2a Pegswood
Industrial Estate, Morpeth NE61 6HZ
OPEN: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9am - 5pm.
Thursday 9am - 7pm. Saturday 10am - 4pm
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Laura Anderson

Christmas
party time
It’s the most wonderful time of the year when
the salon is buzzing with excitement writes
Laura Anderson.
Everyone is getting glammed
up for their Christmas parties
so here are a few top tips that
will have you looking and
feeling great for this festive
time of the year.

HAIR & BEAUTY

Or if you are feel very
creative, why not create your
very own Christmas tree in
your hair.

Hair colour is very important
at this time of year because
our skin tones go very dull,
and also our natural colour
can go very flat. By adding
a glossy vibrant colour you
can add so much warmth to
brighten you right up. I find
reds and coppers are best
for this, and they don’t strip
your natural condition. There
are so many different reds to
choose from.

A bouncy blow dry can give
you the extra feeling of glam
for your Christmas party.

This simple hair-up photo
shows in stages how to
achieve a great party hair-up
done in a few steps.

Always remember though
your poor hair is under a lot
of stress at this time of year
because of the difference in
hot and cold temperatures,
central heating or car blowers
which can dry it out. Then
there’s the party season with
over-styling and heat tools.
Please be kind to your hair
and give it a treat.

I would always recommend
Olaplex because it makes
the hair feel like brand
new again. It gives it so
much strength and repairs
it from within.

We hope you all
have a wonderful
Christmas and a
fabulous New
Year and be kind
to your hair.
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01670 516113
1 A N E WGAT E S T RE E T, M O RP E T H
OPENING TIMES
T U E 9 A M- 5 PM / W E D 9 A M- 5 PM / T H U 9 AM - 7 PM
F R I 9 A M- 6 P M / S AT 9 A M- 4 PM

Normandy Heroes

Step back in time - ‘lest we forget’
By Ian Leech
June 6th 1944 is one of
those moments in time
that will be etched in
the history of mankind
for ever. It was, of
course, the day the
Allied forces began to
turn the tide against
the unrelenting march
of Nazi Germany
across Europe that
had begun with the
invasion of Poland.
On that June day the Allied
commanders launched
Operation Overlord with a
combined land, sea and air
operation to liberate Europe
beginning with a parachute
drop to secure a number of
strategic locations behind
enemy lines, followed by
the D-Day landing of the
largest seaborne force ever
assembled in history.
More than 6,000 craft of all
shapes and sizes ferried some
160,000 Allied troops across
the Channel to land on the
beachheads of Utah, Omaha,
Juno, Gold and Sword and
fight their way inch by inch
into France.
Thousands of men from
both sides made the ultimate
sacrifice that day as they lost
their lives and for those who
survived the fighting what
they saw and went through
would live with them for the
rest of their lives. D-Day was,
of course, just the start of a
three month long campaign to
drive back the German troops
but it was the bridgehead that
paved the way into France
from the Normandy coast.
So it is perhaps not
surprising that every year
since thousands of people
including forces’ veterans,
their family and friends,
make the pilgrimage back
to Normandy to remember
and not forget the comrades
left behind never to return
home – in their own words
‘lest we forget!’

Pat Ennion on Pegasus Bridge with the restored Motor Gun Boat and striking images of soldiers recalling the D-Day
beachhead landings

For the past 10 years a D-Day
Revisited charity has assisted
hundreds of veterans to make
that journey to France and
Morpeth couple Bruce and
Pat Ennion have been among
those giving up their time
to help the old soldiers to
make an emotional return to
the battlefields, the villages,
beaches and cemeteries to
pay their respects to their pals
and comrades who tragically
failed to return home. They
became involved because the
charity had been founded
by Jon Phipps MBE, who is
married to Bruce’s cousin.
Being associated with the
charity they told me, has been
a humbling experience and
one they are so proud to have
been part of. As Bruce said:
“We all cry a lot each time we
go but there have also been
moments when we have been
rolling about with laughter at
some of the lighter moments
of the stories the veterans
have to tell.”
Bruce said wherever they
have gone the veterans have
been ‘treated like royalty.’
In Thury Harcourt which is
a small town 24 kilometres
from Caen that was almost
totally destroyed during the
liberation, there are services
each year at two memorials
in which local schoolchildren

and their teachers take part.
A march through the town is
led by the Jedburgh Pipe Band
who generously give of their
time and energy, followed by
a formal lunch attended by
Mayor Paul Chandelier and
local dignitaries.

Flower Show before being
transported to be re-built
overlooking Gold beach at
Arromanche. The garden
features a sculptured figure of
veteran Bill Pendall who sadly
passed away last year just as it
was being finished.

Last June marked the 75th
anniversary of D-Day and the
charity took 38 veterans to
France to commemorate the
occasion and also join in a
number of special events first
at Portsmouth where there
was a reception at Southwick
House which in 1944 was the
forward headquarters of the
invasion. That was followed
by a similar event in the
town’s Naval Dockyard as
guests of Rear Admiral Rankin
CB, CBE, before they set sail
for Normandy.

At Pegasus the veterans were
also delighted to see a fully
restored Motor Gun Boat No
27, which had crossed the
Channel for the first time
since it saw action in 1944.

There they also attended a
memorial service at Bayeux
Cathedral; a garden party
hosted by Arlette Gondree, the
grand-daughter of the original
owner of the first house to be
freed by the Allies which is
now a popular tourist spot.
The Café Gondree was freed
following the surprise night
glider attack by British troops
on Pegasus Bridge.
This year they also spent time
at a new D-Day Revisited
garden that was originally
on display at the Chelsea

“It has truly been such an
honour to accompany the
veterans as they returned to
Normandy where they fought
so bravely as young men all
those years ago,” said Bruce.
“Sadly over the years their
numbers have dwindled and
this might have been the last
year that the D-Day Revisited
trip is organised.”
This year the party had the
pleasure of the company
of Viscount Montgomery’s
grandson Henry Montgomery
and his sister Lady Arabella,
much to the delight of the
veterans. “If this was to be
the last trip it would seem
appropriate to end on the
75th anniversary of D-Day
in the company of the
grand-children of the British
Commander of Operation
Overlord,” added Bruce.
inside Morpeth 49

Stobhill Bait

‘Wheelie’ good way
to order your lunch
A new ‘meals on wheels’ service
aimed at giving older people,
the housebound with mobility
issues and adult social services
users the chance to enjoy
a daily home-cooked meal
delivered hot to their own front
doors, has just been launched
in Morpeth.
From their sandwich bar and café in
Stobhill Shaun Ullock, his partner Sam
and her daughter Holly can deliver their
meals to homes anywhere in Morpeth
seven days a week.
At just £5 for a main course and a
pudding including delivery, they believe
the service they are offering provides
exceptional value for money.
“Before we began delivering there was
currently no provision around Morpeth
for the sort of ‘meals on wheels’ service
we are offering,” said Shaun who along
with Sam went into business as ‘Stobhill
Bait’ two years ago.
After leaving school Shaun graduated
from university with a geography degree
and then spent 10 years working in the
finance sector in what at the outset, he
says, was intended to be a temporary job.
“The chance then cropped up to take
over what had been a convenience store
and the post office in Stobhill,” he said.
“I wasn’t enjoying work so we decided
to take a gamble to go in a completely
different career direction and set up a
catering business from the premises.”
Two years on Stobhill Bait is now open
seven days a week with Sunday lunches
proving especially popular at just £5 for a
regular or £6 for a large portion. An extra
£1.50 adds a pudding to the menu!
Breakfast options are served until
11.30am as well as a choice of
sandwiches, paninis, jacket potatoes, salad
boxes, burgers and hot dogs plus a daily
‘specials’ board, while children’s takeaway lunch boxes, pastries, desserts and
a variety of drinks, chocolate bars, crisps
and milkshakes are also available.
“I‘ve always enjoyed cooking and running
the business means a lot of hard work
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Shaun Ullock makes another lunch delivery

but we have steadily built up our regular
customers and we are thoroughly
enjoying what we are doing,” said Shaun.
Deliveries to customers qualifying for the
‘meals on wheels’ service run for about
two hours from around 11.30am with a
rota of different daily choices covering
a two week period. Deliveries are timed
as near as possible to suit individual
customers. The sort of meals customers
can choose from include hot meat
sandwiches, mince and dumplings, soup,
liver and onions, cottage pie, lasagne,
curries, chilli con carne, bangers and
mash, light bites and traditional puddings.
“The feedback we are getting is very

positive with people enjoying the service
and meals we are offering to them,”
said Shaun. “Everything we deliver is
home-cooked and fresh every day and
customers can order as many or as few
meals a week as they wish.
“Often older people don’t want to cook for
themselves or sometimes can’t get out and
about to the shops to buy what they need
to make a meal, so we are doing that for
them.”
Shaun, Sam and Holly can be contacted
at Stobhill Bait at 35 Shields Road,
Stobhill - telephone 07850 446 256 or at
f:/stobhillbait

With our exciting new layout it is easier than ever
to find all you need for Christmas in one store!

Toys - Gifts - Cards - Wrap - Post Office

24 Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
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Morpeth FC Girls

Is the next Lucy Bronze
playing for Morpeth Girls?
One of the highlights of the
2019 sporting calendar was the
Women’s World Cup in France
that was contested by the top
women’s teams from around
the world including England’s
Lionesses who reached the cup
semi-final before narrowly
losing out to the USA.
Whenever the spotlight is on a major
sporting contest, there’s a spike in interest
in the sports at grass roots level, and the
World Cup provided an opportunity for
clubs like Morpeth Town Juniors to draw
even more girls into the game.
Earlier this year the club received a £3,000
‘Grow the Game’ grant from The Football
Association to create a FA Wildcats Centre
for girls aged from five to 11 providing a
significant boost to girls participation in
the game in Morpeth.
The scheme sees grants awarded to
community football clubs wishing to
create new teams especially among
under-represented groups. This year
funding was made available to clubs
looking to create new female and
disability teams to help towards the
cost of FA coaching courses, FA league
affiliation fees, referees’ fees, first aid
kits, football kit and equipment. Up to 30
young girls regularly took part in the FA
Wildcat sessions at Morpeth Common.
“The club has been successful in running
girls’ teams in the recent past, but we
wanted to get more girls playing, be it for
teams or as part of training squads within
the club,” said chairman Paul Barwick.
Paul says they were a huge success. “The
sessions far exceeded our expectations in
terms of the number of girls attending,”
he said. “They were really well received
by both the girls and their parents and
having female coaches along with some of
our existing older girls’ players running
sessions, meant they proved very popular.
“Off the back of the Wildcats Centre we
have been able to launch a new playing
squad, two training squads which we
hope will lead to new teams, as well as a
pre-team skill development squad for girls
in school years 1 and 2.”
The girls’ teams play in the PinPoint
Junior Football League which has teams
from across the North East and this
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The young girls of Morpeth Town Juniors getting ready for another coaching session

season Morpeth is running five teams
from U9s to U16s.

love to see more girls joining in whatever
their standard or ability,” said Paul.

Nationally, women’s football has never
had a higher profile – the Women’s
Super League is attracting an ever-bigger
audience. Wembley Stadium was also
sold out for a friendly match between
the England Lionesses and Germany and
the FA wants to see that filter down to the
grass-roots level.

“Our ethos is all about trying to
give children from Morpeth and the
surrounding area the opportunity to have
fun and play football. Get in touch and
give it a go!”

Paul told me interest in junior football in
Morpeth has never been stronger. The
club now has around 400 boys and girls
playing in 34 squads from ages five to 17,
but he wants to see girls’ football on an
equal standing with the boys.
“It is great to have so many youngsters
involved with our club and it is especially
pleasing to see more girls wanting to play
football with us,” said Paul.
“Playing the game at youth level is all
about having fun, making friends and
keeping fit and active, but we’d also
love to think that some of our current
youngsters might make their way through
the ranks and play at a higher level.
Indeed, one of our girls left the club to
join Sunderland last season.”
Paul added: “We also find the girls are
keen to do things outside of the club - we
took a group of them to the Riverside
Stadium recently to see England Lionesses
play Brazil where they had photos taken
with some of the England players whilst
players and coaches took part in the
Morpeth Remembrance Day parade on
Remembrance Sunday.”
Currently during the winter months, there
are opportunities for girls aged five to 12
to join in with training sessions or even
join playing squads at the club. “We’d

For more information, the club
can be contacted via admin@
morpethtownjuniors.co.uk or by
contacting Paula Cromar on 07709 807551.
Of course, organising and running an FA
Charter Standard club Morpeth Town
Juniors doesn’t happen without a great
deal of work behind the scenes and the
dedication of coaches and volunteers
who give up their time to support their
youngsters at training sessions and on
match days. All those who help are CRC
checked and every team has at least one
FA qualified coach looking after them.
“Without volunteers, we wouldn’t have
teams or a club and we’re always keen to
get parents involved as coaches, helpers
or being part of the club’s committee,”
added Paul. “The club funds FA coaching
courses and having a good mix of male
and female volunteers is key to the future
development of the girls’ football.”
It’s onwards and upwards for girls’
football at Morpeth Town Juniors.
Who knows – they might just have the
next Lucy Bronze playing for one of
their girls’ teams!
* Berwick-born Lucy Bronze now plays
professionally for Olympique Lyonnais
in France and is the first English player
to be named as UEFA’s Player of the Year.
Playing for England she scored one of the
goals of the tournament at the World Cup
in France.

Touch Rugby

A touch
of rugby!
There’s a new sport on offer to
the ladies of Morpeth - Touch
rugby! Essentially rugby without
the tackling, the game demands
of its players plenty of running,
agility and ball handling skills
and enthusiasts say it is a great
and different way to exercise
and keep fit.
Currently more than 50 girls from 12 to 18 years
old are playing full contact rugby at Morpeth
Rugby Club, while there’s also a chance for
younger age groups from six to 11 year olds to
play mixed rugby with the boys.
Rachael Fraser (Community Rugby Coach in
Northumberland) says the aim is to attract
women over 18 years old to take up the touch
rugby game.
“We have put in an application to the RFU to
become an 02 Touch centre at the Morpeth club

with players playing the game against other
women’s centres in the North East,” she said.
Training sessions over the winter are run at
the Riverside Leisure Centre in Morpeth on
Tuesdays evenings until the end of December
from 5pm to 6pm, then switching to Thursdays
from 5pm to 6pm in January and February. But
when the weather gets better they will be held
at the Morpeth club ground at Mitford Road on
a day and time to be confirmed.
“Touch rugby is a great way to make new
friends, keep fit and have fun while doing it come along and give it a try!” added Rachael.
She can be contacted by any ladies interested
in playing the Touch game at Morpeth Rugby
Club by emailing rachaelfrasernrucrc@icloud.
com or by telephoning 078 1114 6852. For more
information about RFU 02 Touch rugby
go to o2touch.co.uk

Skylight – Velux Windows
Repaired

(01670) 518024 or 513236

inside Morpeth 53

A Bit of a Natter

Settling into life in Morpeth
St George’s United
Reformed Church in
Morpeth has a new
Minister - the Reverend
Julian Sanders who has
been telling Inside Morpeth
Editor Ian Leech for this
the first of a new series of
chats the with local people
we are calling ‘A Bit of a
Natter,’ how much he and
his family are so very much
looking forward to their
time in Morpeth.
Julian, his wife Louise and their three
sons Elliott, Ollie and Noah, have been in
Morpeth for just over three months and in
that time he says they have been made to
feel very welcome.
They have come to live in the town from
the Norfolk and Suffolk border area
where Julian was a minister looking after
three parishes in very much the same was
as he will be doing in Morpeth.
Much of his focus will be as the Minister
at St George’s but he will also be
looking after the URC congregation at
Widdrington as well as the tiny church
at Great Bavington a dozen miles out of
Morpeth along the road to Otterburn.
The church there has been serving the
local community in the hamlet since
1693 and it said to be the oldest former
Presbyterian Church still being used for
worship in Northumberland.
Julian will be leading services at St
George’s on two or three Sundays a
month, interspersed with Sunday services
at Widdrington and then during the week
at Great Bavington. “We are keen to get
to know the congregations from all three
churches in the same way as we did at my
previous ministry,” he said.
Born in Kettering in Northamptonshire
Julian began his working life as a trainee
accountant but after he was made
redundant at the age of just 21 he found
work in a local chocolate factory at Corby
where he undertook roles including being
a buyer then production planner.
By the time he had reached the age of 35,
however, he told me he was not enjoying
working there any longer – although
he confesses to chocolate being one his
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Julian and Louise Sanders looking
forward to their time in Morpeth

passions – was ‘looking to do something
more fulfilling.’
“The church had always been a large part
of my life,” he said. “My mother was a
Sunday school teacher and in my teens I
was a youth leader at the church before
becoming an elder and a lay preacher so I
decided to bring all this work together by
training for the Ministry.”
There was, he said, no so-called ‘light-bulb
moment’ just a gradual realisation that
the Ministry was where his future lay.
After four years of study Julian accepted
the post at Norfolk and Suffolk around 10
years ago.
As is practice in the URC Ministers are
‘encouraged’ to think about moving to
pastures new after a number of years
at their post which is how the move to
Morpeth came about. The Church has
been without a minister for more than
two years following the retirement of the
Reverend Ron Foster.
“We looked into moving to Morpeth,
came to the town and liked what we saw
so decided it was the right place for us to
move to,” said Julian. He says he hadn’t
been in Morpeth long when he realised
Ron was going to be something of a hard
act to follow.
“Ron was clearly a popular figure in the
town and had his fingers in so many pies
so to speak but I am looking forward to
building on the work he did in Morpeth
and stamping my own personality on my
ministry here,” said Julian.
St George’s URC plays an integral role in
the life of Morpeth not merely as a place
of worship but in so many other ways.

For a start its central location at the town
end of Telford Bridge means so many
locals know of its presence by passing it
on a daily basis, whether they worship
there or not.
St George’s which dates back to the 1860s
is unusual in itself in that its hall sits on
the first floor above the main body of
the church and it is used for so many
community activities – as an auditorium
setting for the productions of the St
George’s Players and sometimes visiting
theatre companies, badminton and keepfit sessions, carpet bowls, country dancing
nights, coffee mornings and meetings of
Brownies and Guides.
Then there are the regular entertainment
events held in St George’s including the
enormously popular series of lunchtime
concerts and tea-time talks.
“It is wonderful to see St George’s used
in so many different and varied ways
and to recognise that it is playing such
an important and vibrant role in the
community and social life of Morpeth
and we are very much looking forward to
being part of that,” said Julian.
Their three sons, he says, are settling
into life in their new schools while Louise
has decided to also train for the Ministry
by studying through colleges in Glasgow
and Edinburgh.
“Morpeth in a way is a new beginning
for us as a family and one we are very
much looking forward to enjoying,” said
Julian. “Everyone we have met in the
town has been so welcoming and gone
out of their way to make us feel so very
much at home here.”
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Unveiling our new
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CHAMPION

LIVE FROM 5:30 pm
Straight after Morpeth Town AFC v Whitby Town*
Northern Premier League - Kick-OFF 3:00pm
£8:00 Adults - £6:OO Concessions - £2:00 Kids
*£5.00 entry for non-match attendees

The party goes on even if the match is off!!
For booking information contact
Andrew Holden o7837 197757
Email: events@morpethtownafc.com

BOOK NOW FOR 2020!!

...WEDDINGS, PARTIES
OR CORPORATE EVENTS

Morpeth Town AFC l Craik Park l Morpeth l NE61 2YX l Tel: 07944 663980
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