Morpeth Town Council
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
Wednesday 7th November 2018 at 6:30pm
in the Chambers at the Town Hall, Morpeth

Present:

Councillors:

D Bawn
A Tebbutt
L Cassie
N Best
J Gebhard - ex officio
R Hogg
J Parreira
J Wearmouth
R Wearmouth

Clerks:

Mrs T Bell
Mrs J Wilson
Miss K Carter

Absent Councillors:

Cllr R Thompson

167/18

No apologies received

Committee Chairman’s Announcements



168/18

-

Chairman
Vice Chairman

Members were advised of the usual rules about the recording of
meetings.
Members were reminded that mobile phones should be turned on
to silent and should not be used during the meeting.

Mayoral Announcements




The annual Remembrance Parade will take place on Sunday 11th
November 2018.
The Mistletoe Fair and Christmas Lights Switch On event takes place on
Saturday 17th November 2018. The Mayor asked for as many volunteers
as possible to help collect for his charity.
The In Bloom Thank you event will be held on Wednesday 21st
November at 5pm in the Mayor’s Parlour, prior to Full Council.

Cllr Tebbutt queried Morpeth Town Council’s decision to not send personal
invitations to the Remembrance Day parade to ex-councillors and Aldermen.
The Clerk reminded Members that a full audit of information had taken place
to comply with the new General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) and
any data not required for a clear business need had been destroyed in line
with the Council’s Document Retention Policy. A discussion took place with
regards to the Aldermen being contacted and invited.
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RESOLVED
(i)
(ii)

169/18

That Cllr Tebbutt contact any Morpeth Aldermen and invite them to
the event.
That Cllr Tebbutt acquires the appropriate permission to pass on the
data to the Clerk so contact can be made formally.

Declarations of Interest
The Chairman received the following declarations of interest on this
occasion:
Cllr N Best – CCTV – (Personal Interest – Member of Chamber of Trade)
and Morpeth Partnership Working Group – (Personal Interest – Member of
Chamber of Trade)
Cllr A Tebbutt – Payment to Creditors - November 2018 – (Personal Interest
– (Chair of Emily Inspires!)

170/18

Public Participation Time
There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a
question on this occasion.

171/18

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 3rd
October 2018
The minutes of the above meetings were approved as a true record.
RESOLVED
(i)

172/18

That the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee be
approved, and signed as a correct record by the chair.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising on this occasion.

173/18

Authorisation of Payments
The payment lists for November 2018 was circulated for consideration.
RESOLVED
(i)

That members agreed the payment list for November 2018, totalling
£142,297.85.

Cllr Tebbutt declared a personal interest in this matter – see min 169/18.
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174/18

Updates from Working Groups
a. Parish Boundary Working Group
Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that the group is waiting on a
license number for the maps which will be included in an information
leaflet for residents of Hebron Parish Council.
RESOLVED
(i)

Information duly noted.

b. In Bloom Working Group
The Clerk informed members that Morpeth had been presented with a
gold award at the National In Bloom award ceremony.
The Clerk also informed members that Heighley Gate Garden Centre had
been taken over by Dobbies. Under Wyevale’s management the garden
centre had grown all plants in the onsite nursery. Under Dobbies
management they will no longer be a nursery facility.
The Clerk has been in contact with the CEO of Dobbies and has a
meeting on Friday 9th November 2018 to discuss the partnership moving
forward.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
(ii) The Clerk to report back at the next committee meeting.
c. Morpeth Partnership Working Group
The Clerk informed Members that The Coca-Cola truck will be returning
to Morpeth on the 15th and 16th November 2018. A road closure will be in
effect from 15th to the 17th November 2018 for the Coca-Cola truck and
the Christmas light switch on event the following day.
The Clerk advised that a final planning meeting had taken place earlier
today with the Sanderson Arcade, Police, Insurance company,
Independent Health and Safety Advisor and the Chamber of Trade to
discuss risk assessments, safety and staffing. The Insurance company
confirmed that their underwriters were happy with the level of detail
provided as this is over and above the usual information supplied for this
type of event.
The Police confirmed that the information had been risk assessed by the
Chief Inspector and the event had been identified as a low risk.
A dedicated Event Safety Manager will be on site throughout the three
days along with additional security staff to ensure public safety.
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Weather reviews will be carried out throughout the day to ensure that the
conditions are suitable for the fireworks display to take place safely. A
debrief will be carried out immediately after the event to identify what
went well and what could be improved upon.
The Clerk informed members that the Chamber of Trade have decided
that they will not be supporting the event as they felt they had not been
consulted enough. Cllr Hogg suggested that once the event had taken
place every effort be made to preserve the positive relationship between
the Chamber of Trade and Morpeth Town Council.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
Cllr Best declared a personal interest in this matter – see min 169/18.
d. Morpeth Forum
Cllr Best informed members that the next public consultation event will
take place on Saturday 16th February 2019.
He also informed members that discussions regarding the Terrace car
park and the library are ongoing, but that the library will not be moving
before Christmas.
Cllr Gebhard left the meeting at 7pm, returning at 7:03pm.
Cllr Tebbutt informed members that as part of Local Democracy Week he
had been visiting schools. He found that the children were very interested
in what was happening in the town. He suggested that the Forum
continue to work with the schools.
Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that there are several options to
look at for the Leisure Centre; it could be refurbished on site, demolished
and rebuilt on site, or rebuilt on a different site. He suggested that Mark
Tweedy be invited to a pre-meeting before the Full Council meeting in
January 2019 to discuss these options.
Cllr Best informed members that discussions regarding Storey Park
community centre are ongoing. Northumberland County Council (NCC)
currently own the building, however Morpeth Town Council has a long
term lease. The building is currently in a state of disrepair and would
require a substantial amount of money to refurbish/rebuild. He suggested
that without action the centre would become unfit for use within 12
months. Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that a review was
underway on the funding NCC provides to community centres across the
whole county. He suggested that a meeting be set up with Mike Turner
from NCC to discuss the future of the centre.
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Cllr Tebbutt asked that a report of community centre usage be brought to
the next committee meeting to review how the centre is used. He also
suggested that if the centre were to close it would have a huge negative
impact on the area.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
(ii) To invite Mark Tweedy to a pre-meeting before the Full Council
meeting in January 2019.
(iii) Cllr Bawn to arrange a meeting with Mike Turner to discuss Storey
Park community centre.
175/18

Budget 2019/20
Members were provided for information with the second quarter Budget
Statement 2018/19.
The Clerk informed members that the second phase of the Church Walk play
area refurbishments are now complete.
Members were also provided for consideration with the first draft budget for
2019/20.
The Clerk informed members that it is estimated that there will be in the
region of £81,000 of un-earmarked funds at year end. Following consultation
with all Members the following capital projects have been suggested:





Re line the Paddling Pool at Carlisle Park
Refurbish Carlisle Park toilets
Resurface part of the play area at Stobhill
Review and Update Morpeth’s Conservation Area

Discussions took place regarding the merits of all projects. Cllr Cassie
supported the refurbishment of the paddling pool as this is a unique facility to
Morpeth.
Cllr R Wearmouth advised that the three County Councillors were willing to
pay half of the refurbishment costs of the toilets.
The Clerk informed members that the cost of resurfacing the remaining part
of Stobhill was very expensive due to its size. The Clerk advised that the
current surface needs to be spiked in order to prevent the area becoming
boggy which will be carried out to see if this can alleviate the problem. Cllr J
Wearmouth informed members that the grass in the play area is often very
long, causing litter to become trapped. The Clerk informed him that a litter
pick is carried out daily on the area, and the grass is cut regularly however
this will be monitored more closely.
Cllr Best suggested that Morpeth’s Conservation Area needs to be updated
as the original area was set up in 1970’s and has not been updated since.
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Cllr Cassie enquired what the consequences would be for people living
within the area. Cllr Best informed members that there would be two phases
to this scheme:



Phase 1 – Boundary review
Phase 2 – Public Consultation and implications.

Cllr Tebbutt suggested that a detailed project plan be agreed before moving
forward.
Cllr Hogg left the meeting at 7:30pm.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.
(ii) To provisionally earmark funds for the paddling pool, toilets and
conservation area.
(iii) Cllr Best to set up a meeting with the Conservation Officer and provide a
report back to this committee.
176/18

CCTV
The Clerk informed members that she has met with the Chamber of Trade to
discuss the detailed plans of where the proposed CCTV will be located.
There are three phases to the project:
1. Replace the old cameras and extend toward the park.
2. Look at extending coverage to the back of Sanderson Arcade.
3. Installation of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras in
the four main entrances/exits of Morpeth.
Awaiting further information from NCC regarding the costs to attach to
lampposts. The Chamber have agreed in principal to supply 10% of the total
cost (up to £2,500) for phase 1.
The Clerk proposed that a working group be set up, consisting of Cllrs Hogg,
Tebbutt and the Clerk herself, to discuss the technical specification and costs
associated with the project.
A vote was taken: 9 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention

RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted
(ii) A CCTV Working Group to be setup.
Cllr Best declared a personal interest in this matter – see min 169/18.
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177/18

Local Council Issues
There were no issues raised on this occasion.
The Clerk informed members that the next Local Area meeting will be taking
place on Monday 12th November 2018.
Cllr Tebbutt informed members he would not be able to attend.
RESOLVED
(i) Information duly noted.

There was no other business to discuss and the meeting concluded at
7:40pm with Councillors D Bawn, A Tebbutt, Best, Cassie, Gebhard,
Parreira, J Wearmouth and R Wearmouth present.
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