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FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA – Wednesday 6th March 2019 at 6:30pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall 

 
1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

 

 To remind members that the usual rules regarding the recording of meetings 
apply. 

 To remind members that the usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones 
apply.  

 
2. Mayoral Announcements 
  

 Two teams will represent the Mayor’s charity at the Lions’ Swimathon. 

 On 14th April 2019 a meal at Lollo Rosso in Morpeth will take place to raise 
money for the Mayor’s charity.  

 
3. Apologies for Absence 
 
 
 
4. Declarations of Interest 

 
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for 
matters set out within this agenda. 

 
5. Public Participation Time 

 
In accordance with Section 1(d) of the MTC Standing Orders, members of the 
public present may address the Council or Committee at this point on the 
Agenda. The Council/Committee reserves the right to respond or debate the 
issue at a later date.  

 
6. To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Meeting held on Wednesday 6th February 2019, see appendix A.  
 
7. Matters Arising from previous committee meetings 
 
 There are no matters arising on this occasion. 
 
8. Authorisation of Payments  

 
To approve the list of payments to creditors for March 2019, totalling £12,566.06, 
see appendix B. 
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9. Updates from Working Groups 
 

a. Parish Boundary Working Group 
 
A verbal update will be given on the night. 

 
b. Morpeth Partnership Working Group 

 
A verbal update will be given on the night. 
 

c. Morpeth Forum 
 

A verbal update will be given on the night. 
 

d. CCTV Working Group 
 
A verbal update will be given on the night. 
 

e. In Bloom Working Group 
 
A verbal update will be given on the night.  

 
10. Subsidies 2019/20 
 
 Members are provided for information documents from the following 

organisations in relation to their 2018/19 subsidy: 
 

a. The Old Bakehouse Millennium Green, see appendix C.  
b. Ellington Colliery Band, see appendix D. 
c. New Voices Choir, see appendix E.  
d. Northumberland Community Enterprise Ltd, see appendix F.  
e. Morpeth Antiquarian Society, see appendix G. 
f. Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering Committee, see appendix H.  
g. Northumberland Domestic Abuse Services, see appendix I.  
h. Morpeth Clock Tower Bellringers’ Society, see appendix J. 

 
11. Storey Park Community Centre Update 
 
 A verbal update will be given on the night.  

 
12. Local Council Issues 

 
Members are asked to consider any issues to be brought to the attention of the 
next local council meeting. 
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13.  Exclusion of Press and Public - Council members are invited to consider 
passing the following Resolution: 
 
"That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government act 1972, the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of 
the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure 
of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 
Act as indicated below." 
 
Issues concerning: Conservation Area Proposals and Civic Award 
nominations. 
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Morpeth Town Council 
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Wednesday 6th February 2019 at 6:30pm 
in the Chambers at the Town Hall, Morpeth 

Present: Councillors: D Bawn - Chairman 

A Tebbutt - Vice Chairman 
N Best 
L Cassie (arriving at 6:34pm) 
J Gebhard - ex officio 
R Hogg  
R Wearmouth 
J Wearmouth 

Clerks: Mrs T Bell 
Miss K Carter 

Absent Councillors: Cllr J Parreira - Personal
Cllr R Thompson - Personal

Cllr A Byard and one member of the public were also in attendance. 

267/18 Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

 Members were advised of the usual rules about the recording of
meetings.

 Members were reminded that mobile phones should be turned on to
silent and should not be used during the meeting.

268/18 Mayoral Announcements 

 Nominations for Civic Awards must be submitted by 22nd February
2019.

 A Chinese New Year celebration took place at Mulan in Morpeth on the
3rd February 2019. The event was a great success, raising £1,000 for the
Mayor’s charity.

 Two teams will represent the Mayor’s charity at the Lions’ Swimathon.

 A meal at Lollo Rosso in Morpeth is being organised to raise money for
the Mayor’s charity.

269/18 Declarations of Interest 

The Chairman received the following declarations of interest on this 
occasion: 

Cllr A Tebbutt – Property and Assets Update – (Personal Interest – is a user 
of Storey Park community centre), and Subsidies 2019/20 – (Personal 
Interest – has sponsored Wansbeck Music Festival in the past) 

Appendix A
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270/18 Public Participation Time 
 

There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a 
question on this occasion. 
 

271/18  Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 9th 
January 2019 

 
The minutes of the above meetings were approved as a true record. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) That the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee be 

approved, and signed as a correct record by the chair. 
 

272/18 Matters Arising 
 
  There were no matters arising on this occasion. 
 

Cllr Tebbutt informed members that the Ethical Standards Committee had 
issued a report which has been circulated previously to all members. A 
number of recommendations have been made and it is hoped that these are 
adopted to improve standards in public life.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted.  

 
273/18  Authorisation of Payments 
 

The amended payment lists for February 2019 was circulated for 
consideration.  

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) That members agreed the amended payment list for February 2019, 

totalling £64,630.94. 
 
274/18 Updates from Working Groups 
 

a. Parish Boundary Working Group 
 
Cllr Bawn informed members that he attended Hebron Parish Council 
meeting along with Cllrs R Wearmouth and Hogg. Some minor 
amendments have been made to the leaflet and labels have been added 
to the maps. The leaflets will be delivered to residents impacted by the 
change next week.  
 
Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that Hepscott Parish Council are 
not willing to discuss the proposed changes any further. Mitford Parish 
Council seem to be less troubled by the proposed boundary change.  
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Final recommendations will be brought to Finance and General Purposes 
committee for discussion before they are referred to Full Council for 
consideration. If approved a request for review will be submitted to 
Northumberland County Council (NCC). 

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 

 
b. Morpeth Partnership Working Group 

 
The Clerk informed members that she had attended the monthly meeting 
to discuss what events will be taking place this year.  
 
Members were informed that work had been commissioned to investigate 
the popularity of the More in Morpeth brand. The next meeting will take 
place on the 11th February 2019.   
 
The Clerk will be attending an event in Alnwick next week with members 
of the partnership, to meet with a retail specialist to discuss ways to 
reinvigorate the town centre and bring more visitors to the town.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 

 
c. Morpeth Forum 

 
Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that work is still ongoing to identify 
the best positions for leisure, library and customer services. The next 
public drop in session will take place in March, by then the plans should 
have progressed enough so that residents can see what the design 
proposals are. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted.  

 
d. CCTV Working Group 

 
The Clerk informed members that she had a meeting with NCC and the 
provider of the CCTV today to identify suitable lampposts for the cameras 
to be installed upon. NCC are to confirm if the old CCTV brackets can be 
utilised.  
 
Cllr Bawn informed members that the Chamber of Trade have agreed to 
support this project and will pay 10% of the total cost. Once the 
installation date has been confirmed the Council will issue a press 
release.  
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RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted.  
 

e. In Bloom Working Group 
 
Members were provided with the notes of the meeting held on 23rd 
January 2019. 
 
Cllr Best informed members that the next litter pick will be taking place on 
the 24th February 2019. A list of future dates will be published in Inside 
Morpeth magazine and on the Council website.  
 
Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that the Greater Morpeth 
Development Trust (GMDT) are grateful for the new cigarette bins 
installed on the Market Square.  
 
The Clerk will be attending a meeting on Friday 8th February 2019 in 
Manchester to meet the judges and receive an update on the Britain in 
Bloom competition. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 

 
275/18 Property and Assets Update 
 
  Members were provided for information with the Property and Assets report.  
 

Cllr Tebbutt informed members that Storey Park community centre has been 
considered not fit for purpose for some time, and that the cost to refurbish it 
continues to increase. The Clerk informed members that the centre is in a 
state of disrepair and energy bills had become extremely high.  
 
Cllr R Wearmouth informed members that due to a period of unexpected 
leave by the s151 Officer no decision has been made in his absence with 
regards to funding. 
 
Cllr Best stated that the terms of the lease for Storey Park have not been met 
by NCC.   
 
The Clerk informed members that there had been a fire at Middle Greens 
allotments, on a site containing asbestos. Quotes are being sought to have 
this removed.  
 
The Clerk had a meeting with the litter group and NCC to go over the litter 
report and agreed a future strategy. Ashtrays will be retrofitted to bins in the 
town as the trial had been successful. The Clerk has also been in discussion 
with NCC to increase the level of enforcement with regards to litter and dog 
fouling.  
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A date has been agreed for the new lining of the paddling pool to be 
installed, this will be subject to change as the works are weather dependent.  
Quotes have been received for the refurbishment of Carlisle park toilets.  

 
RESOLVED  
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) To formally write to NCC for an update on Storey Park. 
(iii) The Clerk to go ahead and arrange the refurbishment of Carlisle Park 

toilets.  
 

Cllr Tebbutt declared a personal interest in this matter – see min 269/18 
 
276/18 Subsidies 2019/20 
   

Members are provided for information with the following documents in 
relation to their 2018/19 subsidy: 
 

 A letter from the Wansbeck Music Festival  

 The Morpeth and District Red Squirrels annual report 

 The Citizens Advice Bureau annual report for 2018/19 
 
Members agreed that the reports were an accurate reflection of how the 
subsidies are used. 
 
Members acknowledged the news that the Wansbeck Music Festival will 
cease to continue following the 2019 festival.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) 2019/20 subsidy will not be paid to the Wansbeck Music Festival. 

 
Cllr Tebbutt declared a personal interest in this matter – see min 269/18 

 
277/18 Final Accounts – Year End Procedures 
 
  Members were provided with the following reports for consideration: 
 

 Internal Audit Policy and Risk Assessments  

 Annual Treasury Management Policy – 2019/20-2021/22 
 

Members discussed each document and agreed that no amendments were 
necessary. 

 
  A proposal was made to recommend the reports to Full Council for approval. 
 
  A vote was taken: 8 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 
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  RESOLVED 
 

(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) To recommend all reports to Full Council on 20th March 2019 for 

approval. 
 
278/18 Conservation Area Proposals 
 

Members were asked to consider the Draft Brief for the Conservation Area 
Appraisal. If approved consultants will be invited to submit a tender for the 
work. Any proposals received will be considered at the next meeting of this 
committee.  
 
Cllr Best informed members that the appraisal will be carried out this year, 
and the boundary review will follow next year.  
 
He also informed members that the appraisal identifies features in the 
conservation area, which will better inform NCC’s planning decisions.  
 
A vote was taken: 8 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) To advertise the tender document.  

 
279/18 Local Council Issues 
 

Cllr Tebbutt informed members that he will be attending the Local Area 
Council on the 11th February 2019 to speak to the planning application 
regarding the land North of the Garth. It will be a planning only meeting.  
 
RESOLVED 

 
(i) Information duly noted. 

 
 

There was no other business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 
7:08pm with Councillors D Bawn, A Tebbutt, Best, Cassie, Gebhard, Hogg, J 
Wearmouth and R Wearmouth present. 



Supplier Cheque No. Description Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

£ £ £

Jewson BACS Street Bin Maintenance 15.61 3.12 18.73 

Jewson BACS Street Bin Maintenance 49.43 9.89 59.32 

Jewson BACS General Maintenance 2.20 0.44 2.64 

Jewson BACS Street Bin Maintenance 5.19 1.04 6.23 

Jewson BACS SJCC Maintenance 20.62 4.12 24.74 

Jewson BACS Allotment maintenance 28.48 5.70 34.18 

Jewson BACS Allotment maintenance 180.99 36.20 217.19 

Jewson BACS Allotment maintenance 27.95 5.59 33.54 

Jewson BACS Allotment maintenance 13.37 2.67 16.04 

Jewson BACS Allotment maintenance 20.86 4.17 25.03 

Jewson BACS Seat maintenance 95.44 19.09 114.53 

Jewson BACS Seat maintenance 43.32 8.66 51.98 

Jewson BACS SPCC Toilet maintenance 12.97 2.59 15.56 

Jewson BACS Allotment signs 0.80 0.16 0.96 

Jewson BACS PPE 51.98 10.40 62.38 

Jewson BACS Allotment maintenance 364.74 72.95 437.69 

Spotty Dog Signs & Print Ltd BACS Stobhillgate sign 12.00 2.40 14.40 

Collingwood Society BACS Corporate Membership 48.00 0.00 48.00 

North East Regional Empl Org. BACS Vacancy Advert 150.00 30.00 180.00 

Medway Galvanising BACS Repairs to Gate - Carlisle Park 184.00 36.80 220.80 

Jewson BACS SJCC Maintenance 13.43 2.69 16.12 

Electric Centre BACS SPCC Maintenance 10.28 2.06 12.34 

ABS Business Supplies Ltd BACS Office Stationery 27.76 5.55 33.31 

Northumberland Cleaning BACS Caretaker Duties - SPCC 548.25 0.00 548.25 

Northumberland Cleaning BACS Caretaker Duties - SJCC 454.75 0.00 454.75 

Northumberland Cleaning BACS Caretaker Duties - Terrace car Park Toilets 255.00 0.00 255.00 

Morpeth Rotary Club BACS Contribution to Defibrilator from Mayor 100.00 0.00 100.00 

SSESWALEC BACS Electricity January 2019 SJCC 45.47 2.27 47.74 

Thomas Owen and Sons Ltd BACS Bus Station toilets cleaning goods 184.08 36.82 220.90 

J&D Shepherd Ltd BACS SPCC maintenance 163.74 32.75 196.49 

Northumbria in Bloom BACS Spring Meeting 2019 10.00 0.00 10.00 

Martys Service Centre BACS SJCC Maintenance 4.25 0.85 5.10 

Martys Service Centre BACS SJCC Maintenance 4.50 0.90 5.40 

Martys Service Centre BACS SJCC Maintenance 7.99 1.60 9.59 

Martys Service Centre BACS SJCC Maintenance 36.00 7.20 43.20 

ABS Business Supplies Ltd BACS SJCC Maintenance 4.44 0.89 5.33 

Marmax BACS Seat - Carlisle Park 284.00 56.80 340.80 

Tracey Bell BACS Travel Expenses 60.36 0.00 60.36 

ABS Business Supplies Ltd BACS Office Equipment 8.76 1.75 10.51 

Local Council Updates BACS Subscription Renewal 2019 75.00 0.00 75.00 

Ian Leech Publicity Services BACS Town Cryer 1,200.00 0.00 1,200.00 

Savana Environmental BACS Asbestos removal 1,240.00 248.00 1,488.00 

Jewson BACS General Maintenance 4.13 0.83 4.96 

Jewson BACS Bin Maintenance 20.52 4.10 24.62 

Martys Service Centre BACS SPCC Maintenance 75.00 15.00 90.00 

Falon Nameplates Ltd BACS Dedicated Seat Plaque 88.90 17.78 106.68 

Marmax BACS Seat - Carlisle Park 284.00 56.80 340.80 

Glasdon UK Ltd BACS Bin Maintenance 995.55 199.11 1,194.66 

Netpremacy BACS Google S/ware licence 27.50 5.50 33.00 

Jewson BACS General Maintenance 5.08 1.02 6.10 

Jewson BACS Seat Maintenance 16.15 3.23 19.38 

ABS Business Supplies Ltd BACS Cleaning goods, Terrace, SJCC, SPCC 44.00 8.80 52.80 

7,626.84 968.29 8,595.13 

Direct Debits Paid February 2019

Gaffey DD Hyprolyser Rental Fee Feb 19 295.00 59.00 354.00

Team Valley Web Design " Website Hosting Feb 19 41.67 8.33 50.00

ICO " Data Protection Renewal Fee 35.00 0.00 35.00

EE & T-Mobile " MTC Mobile 47.47 9.49 56.96

BNP Paribas " Copier Lease 13/2-12/5/19 1171.49 234.30 1,405.79

Bankline " Online Banking Charges 30.90 0.00 30.90

Gazprom " SPCC Gas 31/12/18-31/01/19 794.70 158.94 953.64

Gazprom " SJCC Gas 31/12/18-31/01/19 519.42 103.88 623.30

Worldpay " Transaction Charges Jan 19 15.24 0.05 15.29

Worldpay " Subscription Fee Feb 19 7.50 1.50 9.00

Corona Energy " SPCC Electricity 1-31/1/19 16.18 0.81 16.99

Sub Total Direct Debit Payments 2,974.57 576.30 3,550.87 

Morpeth Town Council

Authorisation of Payments - March 2019 Appendix B



Supplier Cheque No. Description Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

£ £ £

Morpeth Town Council

Authorisation of Payments - March 2019

Petty Cash February 2019

Iceland 4774 Corporate Refreshments 3.32 0.68 4.00

Yorkshire Trading Co " General Maintenenace 2.49 0.50 2.99

Home Bargains " Cleaning Supplies 14.50 2.89 17.39

Home Bargains " SPCC Kitchen Supplies 9.68 1.93 11.61

W H Smith " Mobile Phone Top Up 8.33 1.67 10.00

Home Bargains " SPCC & SJCC Kitchen Supplies 4.98 1.00 5.98

Sub Total Petty CashPayments 43.30 8.67 51.97 

Credit Card January 2019

Interflora DD Sympathy Gift 36.00 0.00 36.00

Trainline " BIB Travel 88.62 0.00 88.62

Britannia Hotels " BIB Accommodation 119.00 0.00 119.00

Abalone Graphics " Name Badges 12.10 2.42 14.52

Mountain Wearhouse " PPE 91.63 18.32 109.95

Sub Total Credit Card Payments 347.35 20.74 368.09 

Total Payments F&GP Committee 6th 

March 2019 10,992.06 1,574.00 12,566.06 



Mill House 

O 5 FEB 2019 Abbey Mills 

Morpeth 

NE61 2YN 

3 Feb 2019 

Dear Mrs. Bell 

Re: Three year Subsidy to the Old Bakehouse Millennium Green 

The subsidy of £1450 for 2018-19 has been spent on paying the gardener for his six hours work 

every fortnight through the summer (£1125) and the remainder contributed to payment for the 

new information board which cost £1300.20. 

Without the gardener it would be very difficult for us to keep the Green in good condition for 

the many visitors who enjoy its peace and beauty. 

You will remember from the unveiling ceremony for the new notice board which we held in 

November, how pleased we are with the new panel. It will attract more visitors to the Green 

and help them to get more out of their visit. It also adds to the general feeling of a well-kept 

garden. We estimate that we have about 3,800 visits per year and we believe that the 

Millennium Green makes a valuable contribution to the attractiveness of Morpeth and to its 

success in Britain in Bloom. 

Yours sincerely, 

r2.r-tA{� 
Rod Mathieson, 

Secretary to the Millennium Green Trust. 

Mrs. Tracey Bell, 

Clerk of the Council 

Morpeth Town Hall 

Morpeth, NE61 1LZ 

Appendix C



Ellintton Colliery Band 

The subsidy from Morpeth Town Council enables Ellington Colliery Band to continue its ongoing work training young 

people and adults to play brass instruments. In 2018 the band grew it's membership by eight people. 

The subsidy is essential in allowing us to pay the rental of our rehearsal facilities and will be even more vital in the 

future as our rental costs have increased as a result of the band relocating from Chantry School to premises at King 

Edward VI School. This move was made necessary by the band's former rehearsal space being needed for classroom 

space and has increased the rental cost by £600 per annum. 

The bands continuing presence in Morpeth has resulted in an increase in the band's activities in the town. In 2018 

the band led the parade for the Morpeth Gathering and were an integral part of the Town's Christmas celebrations. 

In the lead up to Christmas the band played a charity concert at Morpeth Methodist Church for the Rotary Club 

which raised a considerable sum for the Rotarians selected charity. The band also took part in the Christmas lights 

switch on event, busked in Sanderson Arcade and provided music for a community carol service in the Market place. 

It's estimated that the audience attending performances given in Morpeth have numbered 4000 people. The band is 

now a great cultural asset to the town of Morpeth. 

Our training work continues to bear fruit. At the 2018 Wansbeck Music Festival out training band 'Brass Roots' won 4 

prizes. We have also had exam success with 3 of our trainees passing Associated Board of the Royal College of Music 

grading examinations. Most of the young players in our Brass Roots Band are Morpeth residents. 

The band has also improved musically and is in great demand. This improvement is demonstrated by the success 

that has been achieved in competition this year. The band achieved third place, best principal cornet and best 

percussion section in the Regional Championships, third place at the Fife Brass Band Festival and Section winner, 

best soloist, best percussion and overall champion at the Stanley Entertainment Contest. 

Registered  Charity 1152299 
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AGM New Voices 2018 

Musical Director's Report - September 2017-July 2018 

Membership 

Existing membership has remained steady, and we have welcomed a few new members. We are 

sorry to be losing Jack and Pam Daws who moved to Mansfield in July; however they are coming 

back to sing with us this autumn. Average attendance has been about 19 - the same as last year! 

We have celebrated our 21st year of singing together, with a very successful concert in April, and 

a good performance at Brinkburn. 

Performances 

Christmas Concert at St Cuthbert's Church, Bedlington 

Christmas performance at Baedling Manor, Bedlington 

21 Songs for 21 Years - Morpeth Town Hall 

Joint concert with Alnwick Silver Singers, Brinkburn 

We have not learnt so many new songs this year, as we spent most of the spring term polishing 

up our 21 songs from previous days. Our new songs have been: Apple Blossom Time, Both Sides 

the Tweed, Christmas Song, Shepherds Rejoice, Cullercoats Bay, Come by the Hills. 

Plans and Ambitions 

We will be working on some new songs in September and October (A Bicycle built for Two; Over 

There and Keep the Home Fires Burning), ready to sing at Hadston on 10 November 2018. We 

are creating a programme that will celebrate the end of the WWl. The programme will include 

songs from the 1900s, songs of longing, songs of leaving and coming home and prayers for those 

in the war. 

We are hoping to sing at Bedlington in the autumn/winter, but dates are not confirmed yet. We 

have been asked to perform at next year's Morpeth Gathering- details to be confirmed. The 

date is Friday 16 April 2019. 

The ambitions are similar to last year: 

• Continue working to improve our tuning, blend and singing quality
• Working on listening to each other both when learning and singing through.
• I will continue to ensure there is a balance of songs, so that everyone can enjoy the

rehearsals.
• We should try to memorise some songs - (an ambition that was neglected last year)
• Maintain good attendance and attention at rehearsals
• Attract some new members, especially bass and alto

Appendix E
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Tracey Bell 

Clerk of the Council 

Town Council Offices 

Morpeth 

Northumberland 

NE611LZ 

Dear Tracey, 

e, 

Northumberland Community Enterprise Ltd 

In February 2018, Morpeth Town Council generously awarded Northumberland Community Enterprise 

Limited an annual subsidy of £1500 towards the cost of utilities (electricity, telephone and internet); 

allowing our community hub, Stobhill Link to operate. 

This last year has been incredibly busy and an exciting time for us as we expanded our services and scope, 

developing new partnerships and strengthening existing ones. We know this would not have been possible 

without the support received from Morpeth Town Council and would like to update you on progress. 

We have attached a copy of our feedback report together with a copy of our most recent accounts and a 

breakdown of the utility costs during the grant period. 

We hope you can see from our report the difference Morpeth Town Councils very generous grant has made 

to our project delivery and hope to be able to work with you again in the future. 

Director 

Registered Office: Northumberland Community Enterprise Ltd, 37 Shields Road, Stobhill, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE6 l 2SA 

'lir 01670519575 121 enquiries@ncenterprise.orq.uk g www.ncenterprise.orq.uk 

® Company No: 6537591 

•••••• 
: SMART 
�� 

/ ENERGY GB __ .... 

® Charity No: 1174831 

karbon 
homes 
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Morpeth Antiquarian Society Report for MTC Subsidy February 2019 

1. How the project has achieved its aims and objectives

MAS has achieved its ongoing aims (to promote, research, publish, protect, conserve, store and 
celebrate the civic and social history and heritage of Morpeth, its buildings, its people and their 
lives) through the objectives of providing monthly lectures, exhibitions (in the Town Hall, Chantry, 
Carlisle Park, Storey Park, shop windows), a new publication on the Clock Tower, a social media 
presence both publicising activities and discussing heritage matters, community engagement, co
ordinating drop-in heritage events including Town Treasures at HODs, collecting, cataloguing and 
providing public access (currently through temporary exhibitions) to artefacts, documents, books, 
pictures, photographs, recordings, and the intangible cultural history of the area. 

2. Breakdown of how the money has been spent in the town

While we have not yet reached the end of our financial year, from the figures covering April 2018 to 

February 2019 we have spent £1029 in the town, covering the full subsidy amount within our wider 
finances (we have taken the town to mean the MTC area, and so have excluded Pegswood, where 

we have also spent over £6000 on printing and museum store rental costs). 

Please see accompanying sheets- Income and Expenditure as of 121ti February, and MAS 

Expenditure in Morpeth. 

3. The impact of the project

The local and wider public have been informed of our work on Morpeth's heritage through publicity 
in the local press and social media; our exhibitions on WWI, women's suffrage and the leather 
trade have been well attended; and our collections have continued to be catalogued and 
researched while we have also received new items and books from donors; we have been invited 

to talk at care homes on Old Morpeth; many of our potted histories of shops and businesses have 

remained in shop windows beyond Heritage Open Days; leading local sculptor Tom Maley has 
been happy to link his Sapper statue to our glass case displays in the Town Hall; the Chantry TIC 
has taken displays in its front windows lately following our women's suffrage exhibition in 2018. 

We have also advised BBC researchers on an aspect of the forthcoming A House in Time TV 
programme. 

Please also see accompanying press cuttings 

4. The amount of people in Morpeth which the project has supported or involved

We have not assessed any numbers reached during social media engagement or press publicity 

but attendances at events are as follows: 

344 attendances over 8 lectures; 711 annual weekend exhibition; 80 members; 84 Heritage Open 
Days events; 100 Picnic in the Park; c. 20 Care homes 

totalling 1339 people of all ages, plus the unquantifiable numbers regularly seeing the HODs shop 
potted history displays 

5. Annual statement of accounts: these from 2018 are attached, as is the as-yet incomplete
statement for this current financial year, from which the breakdown of expenditure is clear. NB The
annual subscription per member is now £17. We pay no salaries.
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Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering Committee Report for MTC Subsidy 

1. How the project has achieved its aims and objectives

We fulfilled our ongoing aim of highlighting the distinctive traditional culture of 
Northumberland - its music, dance, art, craft, literature, drama, dialect and heritage - by 
planning and delivering the 51st annual festival in Morpeth on the weekend after Easter (plus 

satellite events - music and stories in care homes and, in the late spring, at Morpeth 
Castle's open weekend, a barn dance in the autumn, heritage and dance workshops in 
Newminster Middle School). We enlivened Morpeth's streets and outdoor and indoor venues 
with concerts, street events, exhibitions, talks, workshops, competitions and re-enactments, 
involving all ages and sectors of the community. Through specific events like play-in-a-day 
Northumbrian pipes tuition, Emily Inspires! song writing, dance workshops, storytelling and 
simply displaying artists' skills we have engaged with participants and audiences discovering 

new experiences which introduce them to the culture of the town and surrounding area. 

2. Breakdown of how the money has been spent in the town

Our overall spending is detailed in the accompanying financial documents, with the bulk of 
spending in Morpeth in the lead up to the Gathering, the actual events weekend and 
covering invoices received subsequently. Hall hire (excluding the Town Hall), purchase of 
equipment, temporary event notices, offices incidentals, refreshments, merchandise, private 
parking, PA Testing are elements which are paid for through suppliers, organisations and 
agencies

A
in the town itself. 

�

3. The impact of the project

We engaged with schools, adult groups, businesses, service providers, individuals of all 
ages and abilities within Morpeth bringing income into the town, increased educational 
benefits, a sense of community identity, and we hope a boost to the quality of life here. We 
received positive feedback through emails, social media, press coverage and our own visitor 
surveys, and also gained insight into how to develop future activities in the face of logistical 
challenges. Many participants asked to be involved the following year. 

We were featured in a BBC Radio 4 programme on dialects, "Tongue and Talk", which was 
partly recorded at the Gathering's events and when subsequently broadcast portrayed 
Morpeth as a lively, welcoming place. 

Please see the accompanying samples of the widespread publicity/press cuttings. 

4. The amount of people in Morpeth which the project has supported or involved.

Distinguishing between residents and visitors is virtually impossible in the overall number
crunching, but locals do tend to dominate those who act as helpers. The poor weather on 
one of our days made a dip in totals attending the outdoor events. The number of people in 
Morpeth included audiences of around 9000 across the three day, with over 500 competitors 
and performers and over 1000 participants and helpers, though some people attending more 
than one activity will have been counted more than once. All residents and businesses 
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DAS 
Support In Communltlaa 

Overview 

In a recent government report is was identified that Domestic Abuse costs the tax payer £66 
billion per year in costs to our health service, police, emergency services, absenteeism, drug 

and alcohol services. The amount of funding that flows to charities that work tirelessly to 
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Morpeth Clock Tower Bellringers’ Society 

Thank you for your letter of 21st January 2019.  

We are successfully training new ringers, both old and young.  We continue to keep the 312-year-old 

tradition of ringing the curfew.  The subsidy has been largely spent on the curfew, which is its main 

purpose.  I'm sure you haven't missed all of our public ringing, The Gathering, Fair day, Armistice 

Day, Remembrance Day Parade, the Christmas Carols on the market square and New Year's Eve.  The 

Christmas Carols were the best opportunity to display the sound of the carillon, which I hope we will 

do this year too.  As new ringers have to be competent to become members, our membership is only 

slightly up on last year. 

Please find attached our verified account for 2018. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ian Shaw 

Hon. Treasurer, Morpeth Clock Tower Bell-ringers’ Society 
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