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FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA – Wednesday 5th June 2019 at 6:30pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall 

 
1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

 

 To remind members that the usual rules regarding the recording of meetings 
apply. 

 To remind members that the usual rules regarding the use of mobile phones 
apply.  

 
2. Mayoral Announcements 
  
 
 
3. Apologies for Absence 
 
 
 
4. Declarations of Interest 

 
Members to inform the Chairman of Committee of any Declarations of Interest for 
matters set out within this agenda. 

 
5. Public Participation Time 

 
In accordance with Section 1(d) of the MTC Standing Orders, members of the 
public present may address the Council or Committee at this point on the 
Agenda. The Council/Committee reserves the right to respond or debate the 
issue at a later date.  

 
6. To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Meeting held on Wednesday 1st May 2019, see appendix A.  
 
 
7. Matters Arising from previous committee meetings 
 
 There are no matters arising on this occasion. 
 
8. Authorisation of Payments  

 
To approve the list of payments to creditors for June 2019, totalling £109,272.17, 
see appendix B.  
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9. Updates from Working Groups 
 

a. Parish Boundary Working Group 
 
Members are provided for consideration with the Position Statement and 
Associated Maps on the Parish Boundaries, see appendix C. 

 
b. Morpeth Partnership Working Group 

 
Members are asked to consider supporting the 2019 Food and Drink Festival.  
Information circulated previously. 

 
c. CCTV Working Group 

 
A verbal update will be given on the night. 
 

10. Vehicle Activated Signs at Abbey Meadows  
 

Members are asked to approve the adoption of the Vehicle Activated Sign at Abbey 
Meadows, Morpeth. 
  

15. Local Council Issues 
 

Members are asked to consider any issues to be brought to the attention of the 
next local council meeting. 

 
16.  Exclusion of Press and Public - Council members are invited to consider 

passing the following Resolution: 
 
"That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government act 1972, the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of 
the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure 
of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 
Act as indicated below." 
 
Issues concerning: Contract 
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Morpeth Town Council 
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Wednesday 1st May 2019 at 6:30pm 
in the Chambers at the Town Hall, Morpeth 

Present: Councillors: D Bawn - Chairman
L Cassie 
N Best 
J Gebhard 
R Hogg 
J Parreira 
A Tebbutt 
J Wearmouth 
R Wearmouth 

Clerks: Mrs T Bell 
Miss K Carter 

Absent Councillors:   Cllr R Thompson - Business

Cllr A Byard was also in attendance. 

356/18 Committee Chairman’s Announcements 

 Members were advised of the usual rules about the recording of
meetings.

 Members were reminded that mobile phones should be turned on to
silent and should not be used during the meeting.

357/18 Mayoral Announcements 

 The Mayor Making Ceremony will take place on Wednesday 15th May
2019 at 6pm in the Ballroom in the Town Hall.

 A paranormal evening will be taking place on Saturday 11th May
2019, proceeds will go to the Mayor’s charity. Tickets are £25 each.

358/18 Declarations of Interest 

The Chairman received no declarations of interest on this occasion. 

359/18 Public Participation Time 

There were no members of the public present who wished to ask a 
question on this occasion. 

360/18  Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 3rd 
April 2019 

The minutes of the above meetings were approved as a true record. 

Appendix A
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RESOLVED 
 
(i) That the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee be 

approved, and signed as a correct record by the chair.  
 

361/18 Matters Arising 
 
  There were no matters arising on this occasion. 
 
362/18  Authorisation of Payments 
 

An amended payment list for May 2019 was circulated for consideration.  
 

RESOLVED 
 
(i) That members agreed the amended payment lists for May 2019, totalling 

£19,630.49. 
 
363/18 Updates from Working Groups 
 

a. Parish Boundary Working Group 
 
Cllr Bawn informed members that leaflets had been delivered to all 
residents in Hebron. He had received six emails in response; one was 
against the proposal, four were positive and one was neutral.  
 
Cllr Tebbutt enquired whether residents of Fairmoor would be effected by 
the proposal. Cllr Bawn informed members that they would not be 
effected as the A1 forms a natural barrier.  
 
Cllr Bawn proposed that the working group formalise the proposal for 
approval at this committee.  

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) The Clerk to organise a meeting to formalise the proposal.  

 
b. Morpeth Partnership Working Group 

 
Cllr Gebhard informed members that a meeting had taken place on 
Thursday 25th April 2019. Discussions had been positive and the group 
are working together on various events from now up until Christmas.  
 
He advised that the Chamber of Trade are currently organising a book 
fair event in the town and a member of the Chamber of Trade had raised 
concerns regarding the cost to hire rooms in the Town Hall. The Clerk 
advised that the prices had remained the same for over 3 years.   
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A budget for the partnership events remains ring-fenced. She advised 
that if funds were needed to contribute towards the event then a proposal 
containing a financial breakdown can be considered at this committee for 
approval. 
 
The Clerk informed members that a proposal had been received from 
Sanderson Arcade requesting a contribution towards the Food and Drink 
Festival. The Clerk advised that £2000 was contributed to the event last 
year for the sponsorship of the music stage.  
 
Cllr Best raised concerns that Sanderson Arcade’s brochure had not 
been circulated to members prior to the meeting and proposed that a 
decision should only be made in principal until the information had been 
circulated to members.  
 
A vote was taken: 9 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) To agree in principal to sponsor the Food and Drink Festival. 
(iii) The Clerk to circulate Sanderson’s Arcade brochure for information.  
(iv) To discuss the final proposal at the next committee for agreement.  

 
c. Morpeth Forum 

 
Cllr Best informed members that feedback from the drop in session that 
took place on the 16th March 2019 had been largely positive.  

 
Cllr Best also informed members that: 
 

 There would be no second stage consultation for proposals for the 
new leisure centre. The pre-application is expected to be coming in 
July 2019.  

 The Queens Head is now expected to be open by Christmas 2019.  
 

Cllr R Wearmouth proposed that the developers be invited to a pre-
meeting closer to the opening of the new leisure centre to keep members 
informed. 
 
Cllr Best proposed that he produces a report to be taken to this 
committee in future. 
 
A vote was taken: 9 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted.  
(ii) To invite developers of the new leisure centre to a pre-meeting. 
(iii) Cllr Best to produce a report of Morpeth Forum meetings to be taken 

to this committee. 
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d. CCTV Working Group 

 
The Clerk informed members that a quote had been received and a 
purchase order had been sent to NCC; no further information is available 
on a start date.  
 
The Clerk also informed members that the license for the antenna to go 
on top of Sanderson Arcade needs to be signed under seal, so will need 
to be taken to Full Council for approval.  

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted.  
(ii) The Clerk to contact NCC to ascertain a start date, copying in Cllr R 

Wearmouth for information. 
(iii) To take the license agreement to Full Council.  

 
e. In Bloom Working Group 

 
The Clerk informed members that the Northumbria in Bloom judging had 
taken place on Thursday 25th April 2019. No feedback has been received 
to date.  

 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 

 
364/18 Budget Monitoring Statement 
 

Members were provided for information with the fourth quarter budget 
statement 2018/19. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted.  

 
365/18 Annual Governance and Accountability Return – 2018/19 
 

The Clerk outlined the context and content of the Annual Audit Internal 
Report, The Annual Governance Statement (section 1) and the Accounting 
statement 2017/18 (section 2) and Explanation of Variances. A detailed 
discussion took place. 
 
A vote was taken: 9 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention 
 

Cllr Tebbutt suggested that a letter of thanks be sent to Peter Basnett for his 
financial services to the Town Council, as he is retiring.  
 
The Clerk informed members that a new auditor has been secured.  
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  RECOMMENDATION 
 

(i) That the information on the Internal Audit Report is duly noted and 
referred to Full Council on 15th May 2019 for approval. 

(ii) That Section 1 of the Agar is referred to Full Council on 15th May 2019 for 
approval. 

(iii) That Section 2 of the AGAR is referred to Full Council on 15th May 2019 
for approval. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

(i) The Clerk to send a letter of thanks be sent to Peter Basnett to thank him 
for his years of service.  
 

366/18 Subsidies 2019/20 
   

Members were provided for information with documents from the following 
organisation in relation to their 2018/19 subsidy: 
 

 Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 
 
Members agreed that the report was an accurate reflection of how the 
subsidy is used. 
 
Cllr Best expressed concerns regarding the dramatic increase in demand for 
this service, despite the reduction in referrals to the Northumberland 
Emergency Transition (NET) funding from NCC.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) Cllr Tebbutt to enquire why NET funding has decreased at the next Local 

Area Council meeting on Monday 13th May 2019.  
 
367/18 Property and Assets Update 
 

Members were provided for information with the Property and Assets report. 
 
The Clerk informed members that NCC have agreed to carry out remedial 
works on the Town Hall which will include: 
 
 Painting of the windows 

 Fire escape repairs 

 Stone masonry to the side of the building 

 Installation of nets/decoys to deter pigeons from roosting on the roof.   
 

Cllr Bawn informed members that the Greater Morpeth Development Trust 
(GMDT) had approached him to suggest that a retractable screen be 
installed in the Corn Exchange to be used by the community cinema. They 
had suggested that the screen would cost around £10,000, and that they had 
half of the funding.  
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The Clerk informed members that she had not been approached by GMDT 
with a proposal for a new screen. The Clerk advised that the Town Hall is a 
Grade II listed building and any alterations would need listed building 
consent and planning approval. She also informed members that a previous 
suggestion to alter the ceiling had been turned down by NCC. Cllr Best 
proposed that this matter be taken the Community Centre Working Group for 
consideration.  
 
Cllr Best offered his congratulations to the Allotment Officer for securing 450 
trees to be planted in the community orchard at Middle Greens allotments 
later in the year.  
 
The Clerk informed members that the toilets at Carlisle Park are expected to 
be open soon. Cllr Best praised Town Council staff for keeping members of 
the public well informed through the website and Facebook. Additional costs 
for upgrade of flooring have increased the cost of the works as a whole. NCC 
County Councillors will be contacted to request that 50% of the costs for the 
refurbishment are reimbursed.    
 
Works at the paddling pool have commenced, however they have had to be 
postponed due to adverse weather conditions. The surface of the pool 
should be sand blasted by late next week.  
 
The Clerk informed members that the first Community Centre Working Group 
had taken place. A meeting with NCC to is to be organised to discuss future 
plans.  

 

  RESOLVED 
 

(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) The Clerk to contact GMDT for full details of the proposals and refer 

details to the Community Centre Working Group.  
(iii) To enquire if NCC will cover 50% of the costs for the refurbishment of 

Carlisle Park toilets.  
 
368/18 NCC Events Cost Recovery 
 

Members were provided for information with a letter regarding feedback for 
the above consultation. 
 
Cllr Tebbutt thanked NCC for agreeing to defer the charges for a year and 
setting up a fund to assist with costs. However, there has been no 
breakdown to ascertain how the costs are reached.  
 
Cllr Best also raised concerns that funding would be obtained on a first-
come-first-served basis this could lead to rivalry between organisations. He 
also queried whether a road closure applied to only one road or to the whole 
event.  
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RESOLVED 
 
(i) Information duly noted. 
(ii) The Clerk to ask for clarification of how charges are calculated and if a 

road closure applies to one road or whole event.  
 

369/18 Local Council Issues 
 

Cllr Bawn informed members that the next meeting of the Local Area Council 
will take place on Monday 13th May 2019.  
 
There were no other issues raised on this occasion. 
 
RESOLVED 

 
(i) Information duly noted. 

 
Members unanimously agreed that the following resolution be passed to 
exclude the press and public from the meeting to discuss the following item 
in closed session: 

 
“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of 
the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure 
of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 
Act as indicated below: 
Issues concerning: Staff. 

 
There was no other business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 
7:10pm with Councillors D Bawn, Best, Cassie, Gebhard, Hogg, Parreira, 
Tebbutt, J Wearmouth and R Wearmouth present. 



Supplier Cheque No. Description Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

£ £ £

Jewson BACS Carlisle Park Maintenance 5.19 1.04 6.23 

Readypay BACS Tour Bus for Spring Judging 110.00 0.00 110.00 

Jewson BACS Paddling Pool maintenance 11.98 2.40 14.38 

Jewson BACS Seat maintenance 20.58 4.12 24.70 

NALC BACS Annual Subscription 2,285.93 0.00 2,285.93 

Peter Basnett BACS Interim and Year End Audit 2018/19 493.00 0.00 493.00 

Wansbeck Constituency Labour Party BACS Booking Refund - Event cancelled 72.00 0.00 72.00 

ABS Business Supplies Ltd BACS SPCC, SJCC and Terrace Car Park maintenance 66.00 13.20 79.20 

Marmax BACS Dedicated Seat 324.20 64.84 389.04 

Generation (UK) Ltd BACS Paddling Pool Maintenance 51.88 10.38 62.26 

Generation (UK) Ltd BACS Paddling Pool maintenance 129.36 25.87 155.23 

Falon Nameplates Ltd BACS Dedicated Seat Plaque 88.90 17.78 106.68 

Thomas Owen BACS Bus Station toilets cleaning goods 181.79 36.36 218.15 

Gustharts BACS Street clean goods 196.55 37.09 233.64 

Gustharts BACS Street clean goods 507.85 95.82 603.67 

A Wilkinson Plumbing & Heating BACS Carlisle Park Refurbishment 12,360.00 0.00 12,360.00 

Northumberland Cleaning Company BACS Contractor SPCC, SJCC & Terrace Car Park April 19 1,147.50 0.00 1,147.50 

Thomas Owen BACS SPCC cleaning materials 59.65 11.93 71.58 

Thomas Owen BACS SJCC cleaning materials 65.08 13.01 78.09 

Thomas Owen BACS Bus Station Toilets cleaning materials 124.61 24.93 149.54 

ABS Business Supplies BACS Stationary 36.39 7.28 43.67 

Tyne &Wear play ltd BACS RPII Exam fees 195.00 0.00 195.00 

Jewsons BACS General Maintenance 22.85 4.57 27.42 

Jewsons BACS General Maintenance 16.95 3.39 20.34 

Jewsons BACS General Maintenance 18.04 3.61 21.65 

Jewsons BACS General Maintenance 8.46 1.69 10.15 

SLCC BACS Training 105.00 21.00 126.00 

NCC BACS Pensions re-charge 308.98 0.00 308.98 

Darren Young BACS Decoration of Carlisle Park Toilets 800.00 0.00 800.00 

Thomas Owen BACS Cleaning supplies - Carlisle Park Toilets 140.36 28.08 168.44 

Thomas Owen BACS Cleaning supplies - SJCC 5.96 1.19 7.15 

Thomas Owen BACS Cleaning supplies - SPCC 27.38 5.47 32.85 

Jewson BACS Maintenance - Carlisle Park Toilets 8.75 1.75 10.50 

Jewson BACS Maintenance - Carlisle Park Toilets 14.81 2.96 17.77 

Joanne Wilson BACS Travel 59.40 0.00 59.40 

ABS Business Supplies BACS Cleaning supplies - Carlisle Park Toilets 22.00 4.40 26.40 

Morpeth Window Cleaners BACS Maintenance - SPCC & SJCC 60.00 0.00 60.00 

Mr O Bultitude 4778 Mayoral Allowance 100.00 0.00 100.00 

Clear Channel BACS Bus shelter repairs 139.85 27.97 167.82 

Mr K Denholm BACS Macebearer Duties May 19 81.70 0.00 81.70 

Glasdon BACS Replacement bins & ashtray inserts 1,152.26 230.46 1,382.72 

Tyneside & Northumberland MIND BACS Mayors Charity Tfr 10,249.55 0.00 10,249.55 

Palintest BACS Pool test kit service 131.60 26.32 157.92 

Pool Tech Services BACS Pool Chemicals 348.34 69.66 418.00 

SSE BACS SJCC Electricity April 19 34.58 1.72 36.30 

Sui Generis BACS Paddling Pool Refurbishment 36,291.00 7,258.20 43,549.20 

Alncom BACS CCTV Phase 1 11,690.00 2,338.00 14,028.00 

Alncom BACS CCTV Phase 3 11,530.00 2,306.00 13,836.00 

91,901.26 12,702.49 104,603.75 

Direct Debits Paid May 2019

Gaffey Technical DD Hyprolyser Rental Fee April 19 300.90 60.18 361.08

Team Valley Web Design " Website Hosting May 19 41.67 8.33 50.00

EE & T-Mobile " MTC Office Mobile 48.74 9.75 58.49

BNP Paribas " Copier Rental Fee 13/05-12/08/19 1131.49 226.30 1,357.79

Bankline " Online Banking Charges 35.30 0.00 35.30

Gazprom " SJCC Gas 01-30/04/19 142.26 7.11 149.37

Gazprom " SPCC Gas 01-30/04/19 226.28 45.25 271.53

Pitney Bowes " Franking Machine meter reset 208.00 0.00 208.00

Worldpay " Transaction Charges April 19 15.37 0.07 15.44

Worldpay " Subscription fees May 19 7.50 1.50 9.00

Corona Energy " SPCC Electricity 01-30/04/19 14.08 0.70 14.78

Sub Total Direct Debit Payments 2,171.59 359.19 2,530.78 

Morpeth Town Council

Authorisation of Payments - June 2019 Appendix B



Supplier Cheque No. Description Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

£ £ £

Morpeth Town Council

Authorisation of Payments - June 2019

Petty Cash May 2019

Iceland 4779 Corporate Refreshments 1.66 0.34 2.00

Iceland " Mayors Event 8.83 1.77 10.60

Home Bargains " MTC Office Cleaning Supplies 24.32 4.86 29.18

Yorkshire Trading " Carlisle Park Toilet Cleaning Supplies 7.47 1.50 8.97

Julian's Veg " Mayor Making Refreshments 15.75 0.00 15.75

Home Bargains " Public Toilet Cleaning Supplies 24.63 4.93 29.56

Yorkshire Trading " Public Toilet Cleaning Supplies 4.15 0.83 4.98

Yorkshire Trading " Allotment Equipment 1.67 0.33 2.00

Lidl " In Bloom Garden Lovers Fair 1.90 0.08 1.98

Maxwells DIY " In Bloom Garden Lovers Fair 5.84 1.16 7.00

Yorkshire Trading " Bus Shelter Maintenance 3.33 0.66 3.99

Home Bargains " Allotment Equipment 4.98 1.00 5.98

Yorkshire Trading " Paddling Pool Maintenance 1.66 0.33 1.99

Sub Total Petty Cash Payments 106.19 17.79 123.98 

Credit Card April 2019

Morrison DD Annual Assembly Refreshments 20.00 0.00 20.00

Aspli " High Street Clean Up 1341.35 268.27 1609.62

Asda " Annual Assembly / Easter Oranges 66.65 0.00 66.65

George Roberts " Debris Netting 76.99 15.40 92.39

Morrison " Easter Oranges 6.00 0.00 6.00

Morrison " Annual Assembly Refreshments 14.00 0.00 14.00

Watson Haulage " Skip Hire 170.00 0.00 170.00

Natwest " Card Fee 35.00 0.00 35.00

Sub Total Credit Card Payments 1,729.99 283.67 2,013.66 

Total Payments F&GP Committee 1st 

May 2019 95,909.03 13,363.14 109,272.17 



MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL 

POSITION STATEMENT ON PARISH BOUNDARIES 

Background 

The town of Morpeth has changed and is changing fundamentally due to a raft of planning 

permissions granted between 2008 and 2017. 

When built out, a significant increase in the population of Morpeth is envisaged including an 

approximately 50% increase in the number of households. A significant % of those households will 

be families, with children, because developers are building 3, 4 and 5 bedroomed properties. 

This has led to a material increase in the physical size of the town with several orbital housing 

estates being built out adjoining Morpeth. 

The existing parish boundaries have not changed in decades and are out of date. This has created an 

anomaly that although many of the new estates are physically, practically and de facto part of the 

town of Morpeth they are actually located for administrative purposes in the surrounding rural 

parishes on land that was previously uninhabited farmland. 

Those purchasing and moving into these new properties which are marketed as part of Morpeth will 

assume they are part of Morpeth, use Morpeth services and are in some cases within the settlement 

boundary of Morpeth in planning terms. However, they will lack the political representation of a 

vote for the Morpeth Town Council which provides the services they use in the Town and will not 

contribute through the precept towards those services. 

The Town Council therefore entered into informal consultation with our partner neighbouring 

parishes on amending the parish boundaries of Morpeth to reflect the reality of the increased 

development of the Town. 

Once embarking on this potential reorganisation it is also sensible to address existing anomalies such 

as the Stobhill Manor estate in which the parish boundary cuts through the middle of a street with 

half of the estate within the Parish of Morpeth and half the estate within the rural parish of 

Hepscott. 

Following such consultation Morpeth Town Council has identified four parcels of land currently 

located in the neighbouring parishes of Hepscott, Mitford and Hebron which merit formal statutory 

consultation, detailed further in this report. 

Any change would have no effect in planning terms or amend any of the settlement boundaries 

identified in the made Morpeth Neighbourhood Plan or the Northumberland County Council 

emerging Local Plan. 

Appendix C



 

 

Pros and Cons of the proposed boundary changes in general 

FOR 

 The parish boundaries are out of date and do not reflect the current development of the 

town.  

 Morpeth is a Hub, and provides services enjoyed in full or part by a wider population. It 

should therefore seek to ensure that in so far as is practical and sensible it recovers the cost 

of providing these services by those who use them.    

 It is appropriate that those living in what all disinterested parties would regard as the Town 

of Morpeth should pay precept to the Town Council of Morpeth. 

 It is appropriate that those living in what all disinterested parties would regard as the Town 

of Morpeth should have political representation in being able to vote for Town Councillors 

who are responsible for those services. 

 The Town Council of Morpeth is in a position to provide the services to the new estates at a 

better cost to the taxpayer by utilising economies of scale and the NEAT team. 

 By divesting the rural parishes of the burden of maintaining the services to the new estates 

there would be less budgetary pressure on the parishes and less requirement for them to 

raise their precept. 

 The fundamental injustice of one section of the town’s inhabitants paying less for the 

services used by (in some cases their immediate) neighbours through the accident of a 

Victorian field line would be resolved. 

AGAINST 

 Those already living in the affected areas may object to an increase in their parish precept to 

bring it line with Morpeth rates. 

 Parishes with current housing planning permission may suffer a loss of anticipated precept.  

Plot A Land currently within Hepscott Parish- MAP 1 

This represents the land occupied by the Southfields development and half of the Stobhill Manor 

estate. The Southfield development currently consists of 175 properties are on the site, with extant 

planning permission for a further 243. 

Hepscott Parish Council currently receives £2,606.61 per annum in Parish precept (Appendix B) in 

respect of the existing properties at Southfields.  

Stobhill Manor is an established estate and represents around 114 dwellings currently within 

Hepscott with the remainder in Morpeth. It is entirely within the Morpeth Stobhill county division 

boundary. 

Hepscott Parish Council currently receives £3,147.24 per annum in Parish precept in respect of the 

existing properties at Stobhill Manor. 

 



FOR INCORPORATING THE SOUTHFIELDS ESTATE 

 This is a substantial development which lies within the Morpeth Town settlement boundary 

designated in the Morpeth Neighbourhood Plan but which currently lies within the parish of 

Hepscott. 

 The development is of a suburban character and flows naturally from the neighbouring 

estates immediately adjacent to it. 

 The majority of the development is yet to be built minimising disruption and change to 

existing residents as it is envisaged that any transfer process would be completed before the 

site is fully occupied. 

 As the majority of the development is yet to be built this will not have a material effect on 

the current budget of Hepscott parish. 

AGAINST INCORPORATING THE SOUTHFIELDS ESTATE INTO MORPETH 

 Hepscott parish council are anticipating receiving this precept in the future. 

 Some of the houses are occupied and therefore they will see an increase in their precept. 

FOR INCORPORATING ALL OF STOBHILL MANOR ESTATE INTO MORPETH 

 This is a clear anomaly where the parish boundary runs through the middle of an existing 

estate resulting in immediate neighbours paying different levels of precept; this is a stark 

illustration of the unfairness of the current situation. 

 The development is of a suburban character and flows naturally from the half of the estate 

currently within the Parish and the neighbouring estates immediately adjacent to it. 

 The estate includes a children’s play area which could more efficiently be managed by the 

Town Council. The Town Council also has the capital resources to renew the area in future 

beyond the capabilities of the parish council. 

 

AGAINST INCORPORATING ALL OF STOBHILL MANOR ESTATE INTON MORPETH 

 Hepscott parish council are currently receiving precept from this estate. 

 The houses are occupied and therefore they will see an increase in their precept. 

CONSULTATION WITH HEPSCOTT PARISH COUNCIL 

Hepscott Parish Council are opposed to any change to the boundaries at any time, citing the effect 

on their budget and the increased precept payable by some residents if they move into Morpeth. 

Members of Morpeth Town Council have been invited to and attended a meeting of Hepscott Parish 

Council to outline the Town Council’s initial proposals. No agreement or compromise could be 

reached. 

CONCLUSION  

On balance Morpeth Town Council feels it is appropriate that a formal consultation is triggered in 

respect of this parcel of land being incorporated into the administrative parish of Morpeth. 



Plot B Land currently within Hebron Parish- MAP 2 

This plot is to the North of Morpeth in parish of Hebron and consists of the Northgate, St Andrews 

Gardens and The Meadows developments. It consists of 96 currently occupied properties and there 

is extant planning permission for a further 372 houses. 

It also includes the established “West View Cottages” which are the only portion of the existing 

Fairmoor estate east of the A1. 

Hebron Parish Council currently receives £473.94 per annum in Parish precept in respect of the 

existing properties. 

FOR 

 The current parish of Hebron is the smallest of the neighbouring rural parishes with a 

population in 2010 of 464. The completion of the Northgate development will more than 

double the size of the parish forcing the parish to increase the services offered and 

correspondingly increase the precept paid by existing inhabitants. 

 The development is of a suburban character and flows naturally from the North of 

Morpeth.   

AGAINST 

 Those currently living there will notice a particularly large increase in their precept. 

 This is the furthest plot of land under consideration from the current boundary. 

 

CONSULTATION WITH HEBRON PARISH COUNCIL 

Members of Morpeth Town Council have had several very productive meetings with Hebron Parish 

Council. 

The Parish Council were keen to work collaboratively with Morpeth Town Council in seeking views of 

residents and a joint leaflet was distributed to those currently living in the affected areas with a new 

email address to send enquiries to. 7 emails were received. One against the proposal, one seeking 

further information and 5 broadly supportive. 

CONCLUSION  

On balance Morpeth Town Council feels it is appropriate that a formal consultation is triggered in 

respect of this parcel of land being incorporated into the administrative parish of Morpeth. 

 

 

 



Plot C Land currently within Mitford Parish- MAP 3 

This plot of land is within the parish of Mitford and planning permission has been granted to large 

scale residential and commercial development. 

Part of the land is designated as safeguarded for future economic development in the draft Local 

Plan. It currently has one property and no extant planning permission for future housing. 

Mitford Parish Council currently receives £33.80 per annum in Parish precept in respect of the 

existing property. 

 

FOR 

 Adopting this piece of land would make the administrative boundary contiguous with the A1 

which forms a natural physical boundary the existing inhabitants of Mitford Parish are all 

located to the west of the A1 

 There are no current residents who will object to an increase in precept. 

 It will have no immediate budgetary effect on the parish council. 

AGAINST 

 None identified. 

 

CONSULTATION WITH MITFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Members of Morpeth Town Council have attended Mitford Parish Council to outline initial proposals. 

Following discussions with Mitford Parish Council, the proposed land under discussion was amended 

to remove several houses in the rural corridor to Mitford which are of an established and rural 

character. 

CONCLUSION  

On balance Morpeth Town Council feels it is appropriate that a formal consultation is triggered in 

respect of this parcel of land being incorporated into the administrative parish of Morpeth. 
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