Morpeth Town Council
Annual Assembly 2018
Minutes of the Meeting held in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall Morpeth
Wednesday 18th April 2018
Present:Councillors: N Best
D Bawn
N Bawn
A Byard
R Hogg
K Holmes
J Parreira
A Tebbutt
J Tebbutt
J Wearmouth
R Wearmouth

Mayor

28 Members of the Public and one member of the Press also attended.
Clerks:
Miss D Smith and Mrs J Wilson
Other Staff Ms A Cole
Absent Councillors:

Cllr L Cassie – Apologies Received (Business)
Cllr J Gebhard – Apologies Received (Business)
Cllr D Herne – Apologies Received (Business)

The Town Clerk, Tracey Bell, also gave her apologies (Business).
448/17 Mayor’s Welcome
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Annual Assembly of the Town.
The Mayor introduced councillors and Town Council staff to members of the public
present.
449/17 To Confirm the Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 19th April 2017
The Mayor advised that the minutes would be published on the Town Council
website from Thursday 19th April 2017.
The Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 19th April 2017 were confirmed as a
true record.
There were no matters arising.

450/17 Annual Report 2017/2018
The Mayor, Councillor N Best, presented the Annual Report which reviewed the
activities of the Town Council’s year, along with his personal highlights as Mayor.
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Various achievements and projects were highlighted, as well as the ongoing
maintenance and management of many services in Morpeth.
The Mayor thanked councillors, partners, contractors and staff for their work and
support throughout the year.
There were no questions from Members of the Public regarding the Annual Report,
however there was one question raised by Mrs K Bibby-Wilson.
‘Can Morpeth Town Council review their policy for the use of signage for events in the
Town Hall?’
The Mayor advised that this matter would be referred to the Finance and General
Purposes for consideration.
A question was also raised by Mr Ed Campbell.
‘The Morpeth Neighbourhood Plan (MNP) was developed and approved under the
previous County Council administration. Given the experience of the decisions made
without reference to the MNP, what guarantee can be given that the new
administration will consider the MNP moving forward?’
The Mayor advised that planning decisions are not party politically driven and there
are regulations that should be followed.
There were no further questions from the public.

451/17 Presentation of Civic Awards
The Mayor, Councillor N Best, presented the Morpeth Town Council Civic Awards,
giving a brief resume of the reason why the individual had been selected to receive
a Civic Award.
Recipients of Award
David Barker
Ken Irvine
Ian Nelson

452/17 Closure
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending the formal business of the meeting,
which concluded at 6.26 pm, and all present were invited to partake of
refreshments.
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ANNUAL REPORT
2018/19
MAYOR Councillor Jack Gebhard
TOWN CLERK Mrs Tracey Bell
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Morpeth is a town that has proven its worth, despite
difficult circumstances. Over the year 2018/19, Morpeth
Town Council played a central role in remembering the
town’s proud history and celebrating our future.
2018 was a big year of anniversaries. The annual
Remembrance Day service at the cenotaph was incredibly
well supported to recognise the 100th anniversary of the
end of World War 1. As the County Town, the Duke of
Northumberland joined us to pay his respects and the
festival of Remembrance included additional events for
the special year.
The town also marked the centenary of women voting in
British elections for the first time. The Town Council
teamed up with Northumberland County Council to
commission a statue of Emily Davison, one of Morpeth’s
daughters, who played a pivotal role in the fight for
women’s suffrage.
This year, Morpeth won gold award for the Town category of Britain in Bloom. Judges
recognised the community effort that went into the town’s entry. The schools and community
groups which contributed to this award appreciate the deserved recognition of the hard work
that went into making our entry a success. Heighley Gate Garden Centre played a pivotal
role in making the floral displays gold standard, and shortly after the contest they were taken
over by Dobbies. The new management team have been proactive in building a relationship
with the town council, which is just as well as Morpeth have again been selected to
represent Northumberland in the RHS Britain in Bloom competition for 2019.
Currently, Britain is a picture of uncertainty, but Morpeth has so far weathered the storm. All
parts of the county have received much needed investment and Morpeth is no different.
Last year many of the basic investments that had been kept from Morpeth such as roads
and car parking were addressed and there are still gaps, but the county council is working
with the town council to make sure these are addressed. The Morpeth Masterplanning
process is underway, and residents have established a vision of our town for the future. The
Town Council will remain an integral part of the Morpeth Forum which is enacting that vision,
and will make sure that residents are integral to the journey every step of the way.
This year, the Morpeth First School will open its doors for the first time and the design of the
new Morpeth leisure centre will begin which all centre users will no doubt get behind.
Sanderson Arcade reported that their footfall was up in 2018 from the previous year and our
High Streets are outperforming the national average. Local and national businesses continue
to invest in the town, despite uncertainty in the markets which is a vote of confidence in the
town and its people.
In this Mayoral year, the Mayor has focussed on supporting Northumberland and Tyneside
Mind, who support people with mental challenges in our area, as well as ensuring people in
our area are prepared for the mental challenges of the future.
On the whole, people in Morpeth are able to look back on this year as a period of pride for
what we have done in the past and celebration of what we have done for the future, and I
commend this report to the council.
Councillor Jack Gebhard – Mayor of Morpeth
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2018/19
The following illustrates the wide range of Services and Events provided by the Town
Council: -

SERVICES
BMX Track
The BMX track is located on Morpeth Common. Access can be gained from
Craik Park Car Park. The Town Council provides and maintains this popular
facility and it is used by many BMX enthusiasts – both young and old!

Bus Shelters

The Town Council provides and maintains over 23 bus shelters throughout the
Town all providing seats and clear visibility panels for the benefit of bus
passengers. Any damage or graffiti should be reported to the Town Council.

Community Centres - Storey Park and St James Centre
The Community Centres are managed by Morpeth Town Council.
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The Council is working with Northumberland County Council who are the owners of Storey Park Community
Centre to explore the potential to refurbish the building. Work is ongoing with residents to discuss the potential
future usage of the building as well exploring funding options to carry out the work.
Dog and Litter bins
There are over 200 bins throughout the town, which are supplied, installed and maintained by the Town
Council. It is pleasing to report that the continued high standard of the service is much appreciated by dog
owners and members of the community. A welcome addition this year has been the instalment of ashtrays on
the tops on a number of bins in the town centre which has helped to alleviate the number of discarded cigarette
butts on the street.

Notice Boards
The Town Council and community groups use the boards to publish details of future activities happening
throughout the Town. The Town Council also provides directional signage by way of attractive finger posts.

Seats
The Town Council continues to provide and maintain 130 seats in the town.
Dedicated seats have been purchased and installed at various locations in the
town, at the request of local residents. We have replaced traditional wooden
seats with recycled plastic seats at a number of locations within the town.

Morpeth in Bloom
The Town Council is the primary sponsor and organiser of Morpeth’s entry in
the Northumbria in Bloom competitions. Working closely with partners Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade,
Sanderson Arcade, Heighley Gate Garden Centre, Northumberland County Council and many voluntary
organisations and individuals, we have become a formidable challenge regionally and nationally. As always,
the quantity and quality of planters, hanging baskets and extended sustainable planting ensure the town is
beautiful from early spring to late autumn, and our continued commitment to Climate Change remains as
dedicated as ever.
The Northumbria in Bloom summer judging took place on 20th July 2018 and Morpeth once again took a gold
medal and Best Town in the competition. Morpeth also represented Northumberland in the town category at
the National Britain In Bloom competition in October 2018 and were successful in achieving a Gold award. We
are fortunate to have many supporters without whose special endeavours we would just present pretty floral
displays; instead, there are many new interesting and exciting projects to show the judges, most of them with
an emphasis on sustainability and environmental awareness.
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The Town Council worked in partnership with local company Lateral Art to run an art competition to redesign
the floral planters on the Market Place. Over 500 entries were received from all ages across the community
and this has resulted in the planters being refreshed with the new artwork.
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A new flower and vegetable competition was also held at Heighley Gate garden centre in August 2018 to
encourage growers new and old to show off their wares. This proved successful and will be repeated in 2019.
The In Bloom competition is important and the greatest satisfaction comes from the numerous expressions of
pleasure from visitors and residents regarding the beauty of the town. This could not have been accomplished
without all of those organisations and individuals who rallied to our assistance.

Playgrounds & Paddling Pool
The paddling pool, playgrounds and parks of Morpeth are enjoyed
by many residents and visitors especially when the sunshine
makes an appearance. Play areas can also be found at Stobhill,
Montrose Garden, Stobhill Manor, Church Walk and Boundary
Drive. The paddling pool in Carlisle Park is open from the last
Bank Holiday in May and closes in early September.
The paddling pool and adjacent play areas located within
Carlisle Park are a free facility provided by the Council. The
paddling pool is scheduled to be resurfaced prior to opening
for the 2019 season.
The Council carried out extensive improvements to the
play equipment at Church Walk, the under 10 area was completely renewed and opened up ready for
the summer, the older play area had a number of new pieces of equipment added in the Autumn. The
teenage play area at Carlisle Park was also completely revamped and opened ready for the children
to enjoy the summer holidays.

Public Conveniences
Public toilets are always a high priority for the town and they are the first port of call for visitors, shoppers and
locals. The Town Council is responsible for the provision of three public toilets which are located in the Bus
Station, Terrace Carpark and Carlisle Park. The toilet block at Carlisle Park will be revamped prior to opening
in the Spring 2019.
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Morpeth NEAT Team
The Council employ a dedicated team who are responsible for carrying out a grounds maintenance service to
Council owed land at regular intervals throughout the year. This includes mowing grass within boundaries of
the play areas during the growing season; maintaining and strimming verges, cutting hedges, applying
herbicide to remove weeds and moss from all play areas as well as maintaining fencing and pathways.
The Morpeth NEAT team also carry out any other additional maintenance/repairs as and when
required. Below is some of the work carried out this year.













Plays areas maintenance/repairs highlighted from Insurance and ROSPA reports;
Clearing vacant allotment sites;
Installation of litter bins;
Maintenance at the Cenotaph;
Repair and paint walls at Terrace car park toilets;
General maintenance/repairs at Community centres;
Installation of seats;
General maintenance/repairs to Council assets;
Graffiti removal;
Cleaning all street furniture;
Preparation of In Bloom judging route i.e. weeding, removal of rubbish etc.
Regular river inspections including monitoring the wildlife any river and other river issues,
working closely with the Environment Agency and other relevant organisations.

Allotments

The Town Council own and management of the following allotment sites:






Middle Greens
Duncan Gardens
Abbots Way
Wellwood Gardens
St Mary’s Field

The allotment land at Tommy’s Field is owned by the Council however the day to day management of
the allotments are undertaken by Tommy’s Field Allotment Associations. The Town Council declared
both sites as “Statutory” allotments which will ultimately give both sites protection from land
developers in the future.
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Middle Green Allotment Association took the decision to handback the daily management of the
allotment site with effect from 1st April 2018. Anyone wanting to rent an allotment needs to complete
an application form which can be found on the Town Council website or by contacting the Town
Council directly.

Remembrance Day Parade & Services
Morpeth Town Council organises the Town’s Remembrance Sunday Parade. This poignant and respectful
parade and service at the Cenotaph is well attended and means a great deal to the people of Morpeth.

Christmas lights
Morpeth was full of festive cheer on Saturday 17th November 2018 as hundreds of people packed into Morpeth
Town Centre for the joint switch-on of the town’s Christmas lights with Sanderson Arcade. This was the grand
finale of a three-day festival which included a visit from the Coca-Cola truck on Thursday and Friday. The day
was packed with entertainment, including Christmas Carols, accompanied by Ellington Colliery Band and
performances from SPARK, the LED drummer group. The festive programme started earlier in the day with
the Mistletoe Fair in Morpeth Town Hall providing a range of gifts and crafts. Many enjoyed the mulled wine
which was on offer. Just before 5pm, the crowds gathered for the switch on of the Christmas Lights, which was
followed by a firework display.

Rutherford’s of Morpeth supplied and displayed the beautiful festive decorations in the Town Hall.
The Town Council continues to sponsor the Christmas Lights in Morpeth and we thank, Morpeth and District
Chamber of Trade and Brian Wynn of Wynn Electricals for supplying the Christmas tree, and Northumberland
County Council who carry-out the works to erect and dismantle the lights and carry-out the many thousands of
bulb checks.

Easter Oranges
The Town Council maintains the tradition of handing out oranges to children every Easter Monday in Carlisle
Park between 11 am and 12 noon.
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Morpeth Town Hall

Morpeth Town Hall is the Northumberland County Council Grade II
listed Civic building located in the centre of Morpeth and is jointly
managed by Morpeth Town Council and the Northumberland
Registrar Service. Morpeth Town Council has day to day
responsibility for administering the fabric of the building and any
Community functions held in the building. The Registration Service
manages the Reception Desk and all aspects of weddings, births
and deaths registrations.

The venue is used for Weddings, Citizenship Ceremonies, Civic and community events and is available for
hire to local organisations and the general public. It is a focal point for the annual Morpeth Gathering, Morpeth
Fair Day, Christmas lights switch on, Mistletoe Fair, Remembrance Sunday and Meet the Mayor event.

The Town Hall has two
large rooms available
for hire.

Ballroom

Corn Exchange

The Town Hall is home to Morpeth’s civic treasures which are located within the Mayor’s Parlour and the
Council Chamber. The Council is proud to own some fine antique items and paintings connected with the
Town's history. These include the solid silver Mace (symbol of the Mayor's authority) from 1605, still used in
the annual Mayor making and the oldest working mace in the country, and of course a 1551 first edition of
William Turner's Herbal.
As custodians of the treasures, the Town Council is carrying out a rolling programme of renovations to ensure
that they remain in good condition.

Morpeth Partnership
Morpeth Town Council has entered into a partnership with the Chamber of Trade, Sanderson Arcade and
Heighley Gate to establish a Working Group to oversee economic regeneration projects to help reinvigorate
the town. This includes the organisation of events such as the Christmas Lights Switch On event and the
Morpeth Food and Drink Festival.

Toast to Collingwood
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“Whenever I think how I am to be happy again, my thoughts carry me back to Morpeth”.
The “Toast to Collingwood” is held at 12 noon on 21st October and is led by The Mayor with the community of
Morpeth to celebrate Trafalgar Day.

Hiroshima Day Peace Service
Morpeth Town Council also organises and hosts a peace service on the anniversary of the dropping of the first
atomic bomb in the Japanese City of Hiroshima on August 6th 1945.

Grants and Subsidies
The Town Council continues to give much needed support to local organisations in the form of Grants and
Subsidies including groups, which provide social and recreational facilities for both the young and elderly. Over
25 organisations have been given assistance during the year.
Local organisations in the town can apply for grants and subsidies to help to finance ongoing “core” costs or
one-off projects. These grants are made to applicants whose organisations benefit the people of Morpeth or
have brought recognition to the town.

PLANNING AND TRANSPORT
The Town Council’s Planning and Transport committee meets once a month to consult on all planning
applications for Morpeth and the adjoining parishes of Pegswood, Mitford, Hepscott and Hebron, received
during the year. The Town Council considers very carefully all plans to ensure the best possible options are
secured for Morpeth Town.
The committee has considered and commented on many planning and transport matters such as:
 Northumberland County Council’s draft Local Plan
 Road Closures in Morpeth
 Traffic Management Arrangements in Morpeth
 Changes to public transport services- Bus and Rail
 Local Transport Programme
 Car Parking
 Tree Preservation Orders
 Street Lighting
To date, approximately 170 planning applications have been considered this year. Many of these
applications have been unopposed however, others have had strong resistance, such as the proposed
developments at 94 Newgate Street and Land North of the Garth Pottery Bank where the Town Council
supported resident objections.
The change of administration at Northumberland County Council in May 2017 has brought a new
commitment to the Morpeth Forum.
The Forum is a partnership working group between Northumberland County Council and the Town Council
that was established to engage stakeholders and residents in the development of the town, including the
use of current County Council owned and other key strategic sites. The Forum is acting as a steering group
for the creation of the Morpeth Masterplan which will detail how the town develops and how services can
best be delivered in future years, in a way that is consistent with the Morpeth Neighbourhood Plan.
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In March 2018, more than 1000 people attended a drop-in session in Morpeth Town Hall for an update on
the re-development of key sites in the town, which included confirmation of the proposed new leisure facility
in the town.

MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL – COUNCILLOR INFORMATION
Morpeth Town Council comprises of fifteen elected members who cover North, Kirkhill and
Stobhill wards. The next full Council Elections will be in May 2021 when all fifteen seats will
become available.
NORTH WARD

Green Party

Dr Nic Best
57 Olympia Gardens
Morpeth NE61 1JQ
Tel: 01670 517915
Mob: 07878 896292
Email: nic.best@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Liberal Democrat

Les Cassie
12 Cottingwood Lane
Morpeth NE61 1DU
Tel: 01670 516424
Mob: 07739 259254
Email: les.cassie@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Liberal Democrat

Richard Thompson
58 Wansdyke
Morpeth NE61 3RA
Tel: 01670 510287
Email: richard.thompson@morpethtc.gov.uk

David Bawn
31 The Villas, St Mary's
Morpeth NE61 6AT
Mob: 07947248220
Email: david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
Conservative

Rachael Hogg
4 Cordwainers
Morpeth NE61 2ZN
Mob: 07738001173
Email: rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk
Conservative
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KIRKHILL WARD

Conservative

Andrew Tebbutt
15 The Kylins
Morpeth NE61 2DJ
Tel: 01670 511631
Mob: 07767 338509
Email: Andrew.Tebbutt@morpethLiberal Democrat tc.gov.uk

Richard Wearmouth
Barmoor Farmhouse, Barmoor
Morpeth NE61 6LB
Mob: 07808804345
Email: richard.wearmouth@morpethtc.gov.uk

Joan Tebbutt
15 The Kylins
Morpeth NE61 2DJ
Tel: 01670 511631
Email: joan.tebbutt@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Jack Gebhard
1 Sylvan Close
Morpeth NE61 2XU
Mob: 07375646734
Email: jack.gebhard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Liberal Democrat

Kate Holmes
4 Postern Crescent
Morpeth NE61 2JN
Mob: 07757978518
Email: kate.holmes@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Conservative

Conservative

STOBHILL WARD
Johnny Wearmouth
Rose Cottage, Barmoor
Morpeth NE61 6LB
Mob: 07956429942
Email: johnny.wearmouth@morpethtc.gov.uk

Alison Byard
42 Crookham Grove
Morpeth NE61 2XF
Tel: 01670 515391
Mob: 07963 306549
Email: alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Conservative

Joao Parreira (known as JP)
33 Green Lane
Morpeth NE61 2HB
Mob: 07930211121
Email: jp@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Liberal Democrat

Dave Herne
20 Whiteacres
Morpeth NE61 2UT
Mob: 07980599471
Email: dave.herne@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Conservative

Nicola Bawn
31 The Villas, St Mary's
Morpeth NE61 6AT
Mob: 07950580204
Email: nicola.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

Conservative

Conservative

Council Attendance 2018/2019
During the year, Morpeth Town Council meets regularly. The schedule of meetings is displayed on
the Town Hall notice board, the Town Council website and the various notice boards around the
town.
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Please note that the Councillor Attendance runs from the new Mayoral year in May 2018 through to
April 2019.
All
Committees

Full
Council
6

D Bawn
N Bawn
N Best
A Byard
L Cassie
J Gebhard
D Herne
R Hogg
K Holmes
J Parreira
A Tebbutt
J Tebbutt
R Thompson
J Wearmouth
R Wearmouth

6
5
6
5
4
5
4
4
4
3
3
3
5
3
4

F&GP
10

Planning
11

10
9
6
8

5
11
10
8
9

9
4
8

4
4
5
3

5
7
10

8

F&GP – Finance and General Purposes, P&A – Property and Asset

Staff structure –
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Total No of
Meetings

Meetings
Attended

%

16
17
27
17
16
27
17
16
17
27
27
17
16
27
16

16
10
26
15
10
21
13
13
8
11
16
6
10
18
14

100
59
96
88
63
78
76
81
47
41
59
35
63
67
88
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FINANCE
Accounts 2017/18
The Government appointed auditors BDO LLP, carried out the Audit of Accounts, for the year ending 31st
March 2018 and issued the Town Council with the Notice of Conclusion of Audit under the Audit Commission
Act.
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Draft Accounts 2018/19
The final accounts for 2018/19 are currently being prepared in line with Government timetables, and will be
produced at the Finance and General Purposes Committee. An un-audited draft set of accounts, incorporating
the budget for the following year i.e. 2019/20 is presented below.

Actual
2017/18
£

SUMMARY

Actual
2018/19
£

Budget
2019/20
£

709,671

Opening Balance 1st April

774,772

753,925

225,309
213,099
68,482
26,161
9,665
21,558
564,275

EXPENDITURE
Management & Support
Services
Tourism, Grants and Subsidies
Major Items
Civic Duties
Earmarked Spend
Total Gross Expenditure

245,323
186,065
46,889
25,781
5,488
155,829
665,375

301,412
230,360
65,283
56,700
9,600
220,248
883,603

872
65,664
0
561,242
1,598
629,376

INCOME
Management & Support
Services
Tourism, Grants and Subsidies
Major Items (inc Dowry)
Civic Duties
Total Income

2,058
59,662
0
582,723
85
644,528

1,700
61,101
0
618,332
0
681,133

65,101

Transfer to / (from) Reserves

(20,847)

(202,470)

774,772

Closing Balance @ 31st March

753,925

551,455

The Town Council recognises the support it receives from the people of Morpeth and would like to
thank all those who have helped them during the course of the year.

Signed: ……………………………………

Dated: ……………………………………
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